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Whether you live next door to the dream home 

you’re building or hundreds of miles away, working 

with Ernest G. Crews Construction, Inc. will give you 

peace of mind. From the first meeting, you’ll know 

you have a professional team focused on creating 

your custom dream home with pride throughout 

the building process and beyond.
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The company is based in Ocean Isle Beach and 
works exclusively in communities 15 minutes or 
less from the office. He builds just 10 to 15 custom 
homes a year. That’s because Ernie personally visits 
each house once or twice a day to ensure that every 
house meets his exacting standards at every step 
in the process. Nearly all of Ernie’s business comes 
from word of mouth. Ernie’s clients recommend 
him to others because the building process went so 
smoothly. He’s built a business based not on mass 
production but on satisfied clients.



Homeowners know they can rely on Ernie, his 
trusted subcontractors and vendors to keep their 
best interests in mind. If you’re concerned about a 
building project when you can’t be on site daily or 
even weekly, Ernie and office manager Cathy Brown 
will lay those fears to rest. Eighty percent of their 
clients live hundreds of miles away. 

Communication is critical. From the first phone call 
or visit to the final punch list and beyond, Ernie and 
Cathy maintain excellent communication. They start 
with listening. Then, they remain in touch with email 
updates, photos and phone calls. You won’t wait 
days to get an answer.

Your style and lifestyle matter. Instead of a house 
plan he’s built dozens of times before, Ernie builds 
the home that will work for you, whatever size or 
layout you need. Cathy guides you through the 
selection process from paint to closet placement 

and more. Husband likes one style and wife likes 
another? Cathy is a pro at melding styles and 
preferences together into a home that flows 
seamlessly. Ernie also will work with your plans to 
showcase the water, golf course and other views 
that brought you to the beach.



Ernie and Cathy are experts on beach building and 
living. If you’ve never lived at the beach, you may 
not know what materials stand up to salt and sea 
air. No worries. Ernie and Cathy will help you avoid 
fixtures and designs that won’t work as well. They’ll 
help you make the best decisions for your home. 

Ernie has built long-time relationships with 
subcontractors and vendors. He founded his 
business in 1991 and started building custom 
homes in 1994. Many of his staff, subcontractors 
and vendors have worked with him for 10 to 20 
years. They’re not learning on the job—they’re 
already experienced in their fields. Ernie has a high 
standing among his subcontractors because of his 

pride in his work and because he pays on time even 
when the economy is down. If Ernie needs flexibility 
or immediate help to meet a deadline, his loyal 
subcontractors are ready to make it happen for your 
home. Subcontractors aren’t tempted to cut corners 
on your home because they know Ernie’s standards 
and want to meet or surpass those standards.
 
Ernie understands you may not want to move again. 
Ernest G. Crews Construction is a certified Aging-in-
Place Specialist and will add features that blend in 
and ensure your home continues to work for you.

This may be the last home you build. 



When Joe and Lori Donahue of Raleigh, N.C., 
considered building a home at Sunset Beach, they 
knew they couldn’t check up on their builder every 
day. Finding an honest builder with a strong work 
ethic was critical. When the Donahues met Ernie—
not a salesman desperate for work but a gentleman 
comfortable in his own skin—they knew their search 
was over.
 
“I couldn’t find anybody in the community who 
didn’t speak well of Ernie,” Joe says. “He has a 
vested interest in the community. I had the best 

comfort level that he would get it done and get it 
done right without me having to constantly look 
over his shoulder. He has a vested interest in the 
community because he’s lived and worked in it for 
many years.”

For Joe, the respect and esteem that Ernie’s 
subcontractors have for him provided an important 
clue to how the building process would unfold.

“The subcontractors have a really good opinion of 
him,” Joe says. “Ernie was good at paying them—

W H AT C L I E N T S  S AY



they didn’t have to chase him down. That was 
telling for me because we were coming out of a 
recession. You learn a lot about people when the 
economy isn’t going well. When you treat people 
and subcontractors right, they’re not looking to  
cut corners.”

Ernie has the disposition and the patience to 
overcome obstacles and finish the job well. Building 
the Donahue’s home involved federal and local 
regulatory challenges and other obstacles but 
Ernie’s team persevered to complete the home in 
12 months. 

Finally, Joe and Lori appreciated Ernie’s expertise to 
make the home even better than they envisioned. 
Ernie’s team suggested changes to better utilize 
space, to employ more efficient and effective 
construction methods, and to use materials more 
conducive to coastal living and lower maintenance. 
Two years after moving in, the Donahues have 
peace of mind knowing that Ernie stands behind  
his work.

Says Joe: “The home has surpassed our 
expectations in comfort and warmth.”



Ernie and Cathy listened before they talked. That’s 
what first impressed Tony and Karen Rieth, formerly 
of Albany N.Y, now of Sunset Beach. 

“Other builders had their own vision of what they 
thought we should have and were pushing that,” 
Tony and Karen say. “The ideas and plans other 
builders kept coming up with were not ours. Other 
builders didn’t catch our vision when we laid it out 
on paper. What impressed us the most right from 
the beginning about Ernie and Cathy was they 
really listened to what we wanted. Based on that, 
they could make very good suggestions. We had a 
vision of what the house would be.  
They could fill in the blanks of our vision. It’s truly a 
custom house—not a house you would get out of a 
plan or magazine.”

The details—including custom woodwork and trim, 
coffered ceilings, beadboard ceilings, wainscoting—
have made the home special. The home flows well 
and affords spectacular views. 

“No matter who we talked to—before, during or 
after this process—anybody who had anything to do 
with Ernie never says a bad word about Ernie or his 
crews,” Tony and Karen say.



Cathy’s advice and consulting throughout the project helped Phil 
and Elaine Hester, formerly of Florence, S.C., now of Marina Village at 
Seascape, complete a home where contrasting styles flow together 
seamlessly. Elaine wanted Charleston battery style architecture and 
Phil wanted contemporary. Cathy helped them pick out colors, fixtures, 
appliances, lighting and other features that played nicely together. 

“The consultancy we got from Cathy was awesome. In every major 
category, there was a case where Cathy helped us avoid doing things 
that conflicted with each other. She helped us stay safe. Every feature 
in the house has something in it that’s distinctive.”

The Hesters were impressed that when they asked Ernie for references, 
he provided not a list of a select few but rather owners of every single 
home he’d ever built.

“I thought he must be confident he’s done a great job with every 
home,” Phil says “Ernie and Cathy did a fantastic job for us.”



Dick and Sharon Giblin didn’t even interview anyone 
else to build their home. The Giblins, formerly of York, 
Pa. and now of Ocean Ridge, went straight to the top 
with Ernest G. Crews Construction. 

“I found out Ernie had built 20 or 25 percent of the 
homes in Ocean Ridge,” Dick says. “I figured in a 
community like this if you mess up, you’re done. Ernie’s 
almost an urban legend here, except it’s true. I have 
heard dozens of people say that Ernie has come back 
to fix things years later that he’s not contractually 
obligated to fix. That is Ernie’s reputation.”

Communication was excellent throughout the process. 
“There was never a time when we asked a question 
that it wasn’t answered very, very quickly,” Dick says.

Ernie’s reputation with his subcontractors made  
a difference.

“Ernie’s relationship with his subcontractors is  
better than you could imagine,” Dick says.  
“Because they’ve worked with him so long, they  
have a mutual respect. If Ernie needs to get  
painters in a week earlier or pushes them back a  
week, that’s what they do.”

The Giblins have recommended Ernie to their  
friends with no hesitation.

“Ernie and Cathy work very well as a team,” Dick  
says. “We are thrilled with Ernie and Cathy. What  
they did for us, they do for everyone. I would 
recommend them to anybody with zero concerns. 
There was never a crisis. I’m not sure it could have 
gone any easier. He’s almost an urban legend  
here except it’s all true.



“All of the builders we talked to were reputable, good 
builders,” say Robert and Margie, formerly of Philadelphia 
and now of Ocean Ridge. “It was a matter of who would 
make it easiest for us to do this long distance from near 
Philadelphia. Ernie and Cathy had systems in place where 
we could rest more assured, even though we were out of 
town, that things were getting done correctly. They were on 
top of all that was going on. That gave us a level of comfort.”



When you pick a builder, it’s almost like getting 
married. “We really connected with Ernie, Cathy 
and the whole crew,” says Joyce Bailey. The Baileys 
already lived on Ocean Isle and hired Ernie to 
build a new home. “Ernie is a fabulous builder and 
has an incredible reputation. They communicate 
incredibly. We knew everything that was going on. 
They were completely and totally engaged in the 
whole process. They made us feel like we were the 
only ones they were building a house for.”

Throughout the building process, Stephen and 
Joyce appreciated ideas from Ernie and Cathy to 
enhance their home. “They thought something 

might work well that we hadn’t considered,” Joyce 
says. “They recommended pocket doors in several 
rooms, which made a more efficient use of the 
space. They were so helpful.”

No house gets built without issues but Ernie, Cathy 
and their team are right there any time something 
comes up.

“He has an incredible reputation,” Joyce says. “He’s 
a good, honest man. You call Ernie and he’s right 
there getting it taken care of. Their customer service 
follow-up is phenomenal.”



Outstanding Quality, Service, Performance and Value Since 1991

P.O. Box 6668   |   6624 Beach Drive   |   Ocean Isle Beach, NC  28469
910-579-8988    |   www.crewsconstruction.com   |   egcc@crewsconstruction.com
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Two Oaks Nursery is the newest part of our family’s landscaping business. We have NC landscaping and irrigation contractors 

with over 25 years experience in southeastern NC on sta�. We o�er landscaping design and installation, irrigation installation 

and repair, and now we have the perfect spot for you to pick your favorite plants and trees.

If we do not have what you are looking for, we will do our best to �nd it for you.

1600 Frink Street  •  Ocean Isle Beach, NC 28469

We sell a variety of palms that are hardy to the Brunswick County coast. 
We specialize in staple shrubs and �owering plants that grow in this area, as well. 

We o�er delivery and installation of all our plants and trees.

Two Oaks Nursery is a retail nursery open to the public. 

https://www.facebook.com/Two-Oaks-Nursery-1549647308692710/


David Blankenship
President

910-269-9673

Christopher L. Pendill, CPBD

chris@cima-design.com

4719 Main Street
Shallotte, NC 28470

Ph - 910.805.2462
Fax - 815.717.9754

www.cima-design.com

Residential Building Design

Cima Design, Inc.

SERVING BUILDERS & HOMEOWNERS
Since 1987 CBS has proudly served North 
Carolina. With a comprehensive selection 

of building materials and hardware, a 
knowledgeable and experienced sales 

staff, CBS is your complete building 
materials supplier. On site, on time delivery 
for easy one stop shopping. No job too big 

or too small! CBS is proud to serve 
Ernest G Crews Construction, Inc.

6875 Beach Drive SW
Ocean Isle Beach, NC 28649

Building Products Phone: 910.575.6140

Amanda Kelly
VP, Construction and 
Mortgage Lender
NMLS#810537

Office 910-754-6186
Mobile 910-880-1766
Fax 910-207-9049

akelly@haveanicebank.com
www.haveanicebank.com

CresCom Bank NMLS#462560

Providing all your decorative concrete needs!

843.458.8502 Brian Elliott 843.399.2607

Stamped Concrete
Stamped Overlays
Exposed Aggregate
Concrete Countertops

Acid Staining
Landscape Borders
Pigmented Sealers

Salt Rock Finish

© 2014 International Comfort Products

Home comfort is 
our specialty.

With technology designed to maximize performance, 
Tempstar Heating and Cooling Products delivers 
home comfort you can feel. Choose one of our quiet, 
energy-efficient home cooling systems, each backed 
by an outstanding limited warranty.
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See warranty certi�cate for details. Timely registration required.
See warranty certi
cate for 

details and restrictions.
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Heating and Cooling Products

GENE'S HEATING & AIR CONDITIONING, INC.
Sales, Service & Installation

Serving Brunswick County

2580 Whiteville Road NW  |  Ash, NC 28420
910-754-4852

GENE SIMMONS     ADAM SIMMONS

http://www.cima-design.com
http://www.contractorsbuildingsupply.com
http://www.haveanicebank.com
http://www.tempstar.com


2660 Ocean Hwy. 17 N
Shallotte, NC 28459

Phone: 910-754-3276
Fax: 910-754-5373

www.fantasykitchens.com

KITCHENS & COUNTERS
Custom Woodwork, 

Cabinetry and Solid Surface

Come see our show room.

Grissett Painting LLC
Family owned and operated for over fifty years.

Meeting all your residential, commercial, &
specialty finish needs.

Fully insured.

Gordon Grissett 910.443.6848
Johnathan Long 910.279.5632

P.O. Box 6980
Ocean Isle Beach, N.C. 28469 grissettpainting@yahoo.com

http://www.fantasykitchens.com
http://www.localfirstbank.com/mortgage
https://www.facebook.com/Greenupnc/


Proud and honored to serve Ernie Crews as a repeated Best of Brunswick Home Builder

GUY C. LEE
BUILDING MATERIALS

315 Bricklanding Road, SW  |  PO Box 1277  |  Shallotte, NC 28459
910-754-7100

www.guyclee.com

Bryan Strickland, General Manager
Billy Ormond, Sales    Mobile 910-443-0898    bormond@guyclee.com

http://www.guyclee.com


“We at Carolina Creations Landscapes, Inc. pride 
ourselves on the professionalism of our sta�, the 

quality of our services, and the continued education 
of our firm, our employees, and our customers!”

Carolina Creations Landscapes, Inc. is committed to 
providing our clientele with quality products and 
dependable services that reflect the true nature of a 
Landscape Contracting Firm.

Our focus at Carolina Creations Landscapes, Inc. is on 
bringing long term, appreciable value to all of our 
customers. Value and service that our customers are 
certain they can rely on, every time. No matter what their 
needs may be, how often or infrequent they may occur.

Call Us Today!    910.755.6411    www.carolinacreations.biz

http://www.carolinacreations.biz


Tim Long
owner

cell/910-443-1078
e-mail/timlong1@atmc.net

330 Green Bay Rd
Ocean Isle Beach, NC  28469

phone/910-579-9296
fax/910-579-9443

Long Electric, Inc

Proud Partner of Ernest G. Crews Construction 

Offering a wide variety of services
for  resident and non-resident homeowners  

919-602-7111
www.nccoastalconcierge.com

Joyce Bailey, Concierge/Notary

THE SHALLOTTE ELECTRIC STORES
2 LOCATIONS: 4900 Main St., Shallotte, NC and 4871 Southport Supply Rd., Southport, NC  •  (910) 754-6000
Celebrating 45 years of Family Owned & Operated       Open on Saturdays

GoldenLighting.com

Best of Brunswick

Lighting Showroom, 2015

http://www.pro.pella.com
http://www.nccoastalconcierge.com
http://www.shallotteelectric.com/


MID-ATLANTIC

LARMSA
QUALITY INSTALLATION

RELIABLE SERVICE

1-800-795-4209

★

• Commerical 
• Residential
• Fire and Burglar
• Central Vaccuum Systems
• Licensed in NC and SC

We take pride in our installation!

Mid-Atlantic Alarms & 
Surveillance, Inc.
P.O. Box 371
Chadbourn, NC 28431
1-800-795-4209

4950 Industrial Drive
Shallotte, NC 28470

910-754-3001

Make a Solid Impre�ionMake a Solid Impre�ion

TOMPKINS
   LAND
   SURVEYING
                 P.A.

Boundary  •  Construction  •  Subdivision Surveying

JAMES “RICK” TOMPKINS, P.L.S.

Mailing Address
1368 River Bend Drive
Shallotte, NC 28470

Physical Address
7146 Beach Drive SW
Ocean Isle, NC 28469

(910) 579-9505  •  (910) 579-0103 Fax  •  tlspa@atmc.net

http://www.sherwin-williams.com


Let Floor Coverings International’s expertise in 
home remodeling and new construction help 
you design your home today. We specialize in 
bathrooms, kitchens and backsplashes, and all 
types of flooring.  Our Design Associates are 
involved from the onset of design and assist you 
through demolition, installation and the final 
inspection. We strive to make your experience 
as carefree as possible.

4902 Main Street, Shallotte, NC  28470
910-575-5248

www.floorcoveringsinternational.com
john.henson@floorcoveringsinternational.com

Cindy & John Henson are the owners 
of Floor Coverings International.

Featured Home on Ocean Isle Beach by Ernest G. Crews Construction
Visit our Showroom at 4902 Main Street, Shallotte

http://www.floorcoveringsinternational.com


CUSTOM 
AUDIO & VIDEO
INSTALLATION

Simplify your technology and 

experience breathtaking sound and 

video quality through home theater 

and automation systems installed by 

Atlantic Audio Visual Designs, Inc. 

in Southeast, North Carolina.

We provide residential and 

commercial electronic components 

and wiring as well as programming 

and instruction for homeowners, 

businesses and contractors. With 

more than 35 combined years of 

experience, we take pride in 

offering the best technology 

available for your home.  

We offer unparalleled service in 

contrast to the typical a/v company, 

focusing on your specific needs so 

you can enjoy your new electronics.

Atlantic Audio
Visual Designs, Inc.

Since 2001

910-798-1911

Wilmington, NC 28411

Email: atlanticaudio911@gmail.com

Web: www.aavdesigns.com

FREE Consultations

http://www.aavdesigns.com


FREE 
ESTIMATES 

                          

      

Complete Pest Control Services Including 
Termite & Moisture Control  

 
• New Construction
• Termite Treatments
• Baiting for ants & roaches 

 
 

 

 
     

NC: 910-579-9707 
SC: 843-249-2619 

Visit us @ www.strandpest.com 
Email: strand@strandpest.com 

Residential & Commercial 

         Termites- Bed bugs 
    Roaches- Ants- Spiders  
         Beetles- Silverfish 

Licensed & State Approved 
in North & South Carolina  

 

• Monthly or Seasonal Service
• Termite/WDIR Letters
• Pest Control Programs

Strand Termite & Pest      
Control Company 

Est. 1957 - Locally Owned & Operated
Building The American Dream®

Joe Ferguson Jr.

3750 Hwy 421 N
Wilmington, NC 28401
(910) 452-3498  |  Fax: (910) 452-3682  |  Mobile: (910) 620-5936
E-Mail: joe.ferguson@generalshale.com
generalshale.com

SALES REPRESENTATIVE

Style and function are important, but quality
is the true hallmark of any great product.

4976 Industrial Drive
Shallotte, NC  28470
www.cabinetsofnc.com

Tel (910) 754-2320
Fax (910) 754-2322

Email: creativecab@gmail.com

Creative Cabinetry

Custom Shower Doors & Mirrors
All Types of Glass & Plastic
Commercial & Residential

Judy Clayton
Ginger Clayton-Taylor

16 Green Bay Road, NW
Ocean Isle Beach, NC 28469

www.touchofglassusa.com

A Touch of Glass
“Glass with Class”

(910) 579-8899
Fax (910) 579-2614

tbsblinds@atmc.net Shop at Home Service

Ken Smith
910-393-8184

Free Estimates
& Instaations

“Serving the Carolinas ”
BLINDS &
SHUTTERS

4810 Hen Cove Ave. SW
Shallotte, NC 28470

(910) 443-4918

Wayne Tew
Owner/Licensed

ADVANCEDPLUMBINGADVANCEDPLUMBING

http://www.strandpest.com
http://www.generalshale.com
http://www.cabinetsofnc.com
http://www.touchofglassusa.com


http://www.rdwhiteandsons.com
http://www.coastroadonline.com

