
Division of Vocational 
Rehabilitation (DVR)

Washington State Department of Social and Health Services

We are Title IV of WIOA (AKA WorkSource), however the Rehabilitation Act provides Federal funds to deliver 
DVR services. The VR program receives approximately 78% in Federal funds and a 22% match in State funds. 
Federal funding distributed to states via the Department of Education. 

For detailed information on the dollar amount of Federal funds for the program, please visit 
https://rsa.ed.gov/fiscal/grant-awards

https://rsa.ed.gov/fiscal/grant-awards
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• DVR provides services to individuals who want to work but need assistance due 
to a physical, sensory, cognitive or mental health disability. 
• A DVR counselor works with each individual one-on-one to design a customized, 

step-by-step plan to achieve the desired job goal. 
• Self-employment or supported self-employment is an employment outcome in 

which an individual works for profit in their own business, profession or trade. 
• DVR provides professional feasibility analysis, business planning, and startup 

monitoring and support to entrepreneurs with disabilities.
• Financial support is provided for startup costs. No repayment is required, nor the 

need to match with loans or personal resources.
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• DVR Counselors use the services of an 
approved external self-employment 
consultant at the key points in the 
self-employment process.
• We value partnering with 

microenterprise programs to provide 
support resources to our customers.
• DVR Counselors are also available to 

provide consultation on disability-
related accommodations.



Questions about today:

James J. O'Brien, MA
Vocational Rehabilitation Supervisor
Supporting offices in King & Snohomish County; 
Statewide Self-employment program support.
(425) 530-0884
james.obrien@dshs.wa.gov

www.dshs.wa.gov/dvr

mailto:james.obrien@dshs.wa.gov

