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FAR NIENTE: ONE OF THE NAPA VALLEY’S ORIGINAL 19th CENTURY STONE 
WINERIES  

Producer of possibly the oldest bottle of California wine  

Oakville, CA – Far Niente, renowned for its production of estate bottled Napa Valley Chardonnay and Oakville 

Cabernet Sauvignon, was one of Napa Valley’s original stone wineries at the time of its construction in the late 

19th century. The winery stands today as a stunning example of the region’s early winemaking heritage.  

Far Niente was founded in 1885 by John Benson, an original forty-niner of the California gold rush and uncle of 
the artist Winslow Homer. Benson hired architect Hamden McIntyre, creator of the former Christian Brothers 
winery (now the Culinary Institute of America) and the Gustav Niebaum winery (today’s Inglenook winery), to 
design the building. Constructed against a hillside in western Oakville, Far Niente functioned as a gravity flow 
winery, gently moving the grapes through each stage of production. Benson named the winery “Far Niente,” 

taken from the Italian phrase “Dolce Far Niente,” meaning, “sweet to do nothing.”  

Nineteen eighty-two marked the return of winemaking to Far Niente, with the harvest of the winery’s first 
Cabernet Sauvignon. Chardonnay was also produced at the winery for the first time that year. Although Nickel 
made Far Niente Chardonnay in 1979, 1980 and 1981, the wines were made at a warehouse in Sausalito. Today, 
the winery continues to focus on producing only the two varietal wines.  
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—CELLAR SELECTIONS— 
 

CHATEAU MONTELENA, Cabernet Sauvignon, Napa, 2016 (Magnum)   $300 

GROTH, Cabernet Sauvignon, Napa, 2014 (Magnum)     $375 

 JONATA, El Desafio De Jonata, Santa Ynez Valley, 2005    $395 

 CAYMUS, Cabernet Sauvignon, Napa, 2016 (Magnum)     $380 

 MAYACAMAS, Napa Valley, 1998       $450 

BANFI, Brunello Di Montalcino, 2011 (Magnum)     $425 

OPUS ONE, Cabernet Sauvignon Napa Valley, 2016     $595 

FAR NIENTE, Cabernet Sauvignon, Napa Valley, 2013 (Magnum)   $675 

ABACUS XVII BY ZD, Napa Valley, Solera Vintage Blend    $900 
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—CHAMPAGNE & SPARKLING WINE— 

 GARDET, Champagne, Brut NV         $90 
 TATTINGER, Champagne, Brut NV        $95 
 VEUVE CLICQUOT, Champagne, Brut NV       $100 
 LAURENT-PERRIER, Champagne, Cuvée Rosé, NV     $170 
  

—SAUVIGNON BLANC— 
 GROTH, Napa, 2016          $45 

J. LOHR, “Carol’s Vineyard”, Napa, 2015       $45 
 KIM CRAWFORD, New Zealand, 2016       $50 
  

—OTHER WHITE WINES— 
 NOBLE HOUSE, Riesling, Germany, 2016       $36 
 ELK COVE, Pinot Blanc, Willamette, 2016       $40 
  

—CHARDONNAY— 
 FERRARI - CARANO, Sonoma County, 2014       $40 
 ACACIA, Caneros, 2016         $45 
 CAMBRIA, Santa Maria, 2014        $50 
 ADELSHIEM, Willamette Valley, 2011        $52 
 RODNEY STRONG, Chalk Hill Estate, Chalk Hill, 2013     $60 
 LANDMARK VINEYARDS, Overlook, Sonoma, 2013     $60 
 ROMBAUER, Carneros, 2016         $75 
 JORDAN, Russian River Valley, 2016       $80  
 FLOWERS, Sonoma, 2014         $85  
 SONOMA CUTRER, Les Pierres, Sonoma Valley, 2013     $90 
 CAKEBREAD CELLARS, Napa Valley, 2016       $90 
 MATANZAS CREEK,  Alexander Valley, 2017      $95  
  
  

—FRENCH WHITE— 
 
CHATEAU D’ESCLANS, WHISPERING ANGEL, ROSE, COTES DE PROVENCE , 2014  $50 
TRIENNES, ROSE, Cotes De Provence , 2014      $55 
PERRIN, COTES DU RHONE, ROSE, Reserve, 2015      $58 
LA MONATINE, BOURGOGNE, 2013        $60 
CLARENDELLE, Bordeaux, 2013        $65 

 LOUIS LATOUR, La Grande Roche, Montagny, 2016      $68 
LOUIS LATOUR, Chassagne-Montrachet,  2017      $160 
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—MERLOT— 
  
 SWANSON, Napa Valley, 2016        $65 

FROG’S LEAP, Rutherford, 2016        $75 
 DUCKHORN, Napa Valley, 2016        $120 
 PLUMPJACK, Napa, 2016         $125 
  
  

—ZINFANDEL— 
  
 MONT PEAK, “Rattlesnake”, Sonoma, 2014       $60 
 ORIN SWIFT, Saldo, Napa Valley, 2016       $70 
 BEDROCK, Old Vine, California, 2016       $75 
 KLINKER BRICK, Old Ghost, Lodi, 2015       $80 
 TURLEY, Juvenile, 2017         $82 
 RIDGE, Pagani Ranch, Sonoma, 2016       $85 

MARTINELLI,”Giuseppe & Luisa”, Russian River, 2015     $120 
  
 

—SOUTH AMERICA & SPAIN— 
   
 MARQUES DE CACERES, Gran Reserva, Rioja, Spain, 2011    $55 
 PADRILLOS, MALBEC, Mendoza, Argentina, 2017      $55 
 MARQUES DE VARGAS, Reserva, Rioja, Spain, 2014     $60 
 LA RIOJA ALTA, S.A., RIOJA,  Reserva, 904, 2009                $150  
  

 

—ITALIAN VARIETAL— 
 
 BANFI, Chianti Classico Riserva, D.O.C.G, 2014      $40 
 RUFFINO, Lodola Nuova, Vino Nobile Di Montepulciano, 2014    $50 
 VILLA POZZI, Nero D’ Avola, Sicily, 2016       $50 
 RUVEI, Barbera d’Alba, 2015        $70 
 MARCHESI, Antiche Cantine Dei Marchesi Di Barolo, Barolo, 2014   $95 
 CASTELLO BANFI, Brunello di Montalcino, 2013      $130 
 BOGLIETTI, Brunate, Barolo, 2010        $225 
 ANTINORI, Tignanello, Toscana, 2016       $280 
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—BORDEAUX & BURGUNDY— 
  

DOMAINE FAIVELEY, Mercurey, 2017       $60 
 CHÂTEAU LASSEGUE, Les Cadrans, Saint Emilion, 2014     $65 
 CLARENDELLE, Bordeaux, 2014        $75 
 CHÂTEAU LASSEGUE, Saint Emilion, 2009       $120 
 CHÂTEAU LALANDE BORIE, Saint Julien, 2012      $120 
 DOMAINE FAIVELEY, Nuits-Saint-George, 2015      $150 
 CHÂTEAU LAFON ROCHET, Saint Estephe, 2007      $180 

CHÂTEAU BRANAIRE DUCRU, Pauillac, 2015      $215 
CHÂTEAU D’ARMAILHAC, Paulliac, 2015       $230 
ALTER EGO DE CHÂTEAU PALMER, Margaux, 2015     $300 
CHÂTEAU GRUARD LAROSE, Saint Julien , 2015      $335 
CHÂTEAU COS D’ESTOURNEL, Saint Estephe, 2014     $450 
CHÂTEAU PICHON LONGUEVILLE, Pauillac, 2011      $475 
 

 

—PINOT NOIR— 
  
 LA CREMA, Sonoma, 2017         $50 
 ANNE AMIE, Willamette, 2018        $56 
 LAETITIA, Reserve, Arroyo Grande Valley, 2017      $70 
 FRANCESCA, Central Coast, 2009        $75 

ADELSHEIM, Willamette Valley, 2017       $75 
ACACIA, Carneros, 2015         $75 
ROBERT FOLEY, Carneros, 2013        $75 

 ETUDE, CARNEROS, 2016         $85 
 PEIRSON - MEYER, Russian River Valley, 2014      $96 

MERRY EDWARDS, Russian River Valley, 2017      $99 
TWOMEY CELLARS, Russian River Valley, 2016      $100 
PENNER - ASH, Willamette Valley, 2016       $100 
HARTFORD COURT, Land’s Edge, Sonoma, 2015      $110 
MARTINELLI, ”Moonshine Ranch”, Russian River, 2014     $150 
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—MERITAGE— 
  
 RAMEY, Napa Valley, 2016         $70 

LEVIATHAN, California, 2016        $75 
ANDERSON, CONN VALLEY, Napa, 2017       $75 
CAIN CUVÉE, Napa Valley, NVI4        $80 
ORIN SWIFT, “Abstract”, Saint Helena, 2017      $85 
“THE PRISONER”, Oakville, 2018        $90 
FRANCISCAN, “Magnificat”, Napa, 2015       $95 
GIRARD, Artistry, Napa Valley, 2014       $100 
FERRARI-CARANO, “Tresor”, Sonoma County, 2014     $115 
CAIN CONCEPT, Benchland, Napa, 2011       $120 
BEAULIEU VINEYARD, Tapestry, Napa Valley, 2014     $125 
ORIN SWIFT, Papillon, Napa Valley, 2015       $160 
NAPANOOK, Yountville, 2015         $165 
COL SOLARE, Columbia Valley, 2014       $170 
CAIN FIVE, Spring Mountain, 2014        $195 
CAIN FIVE, Spring Mountain, 2015        $195 

 

—CABERNET SAUVIGNON— 
  

ROBERT MONDAVI, Napa Valley, 2016         $64 
DECOY, “Decoy by Duckhorn”, Napa, 2017       $65 

 AUSTIN HOPE, Paso Robles, 2017        $80 
 FAUST, Napa Valley, 2017         $90 

RAMEY, Napa Valley, 2014         $95 
PAUL HOBBS, “Bramare”, Argentina, 2016       $95 
HALL, Napa Valley, 2016         $100 
ROMBAUER, Napa Valley, 2016        $115 
LONG MEADOW RANCH, Napa Valley, 2013      $115 
PINE RIDGE, Napa Valley, 2016        $115 
WOODWARD CANYON, Artist Series #22, Columbia Valley, 2015    $118 
GRGICH HILLS ESTATE, Napa Valley, 2015       $120 
TREFETHEN FAMILY VINEYARDS, Napa Valley, 2015     $120 
SILVERADO, Napa Valley, 2014        $130 
ZD, Napa Valley, 2015         $135 
CHATEAU MONTELENA, Napa, 2016       $140 
CHAPPELLET, Napa Valley, 2016        $150 
STAGS’ LEAP WINE CELLARS, Artemis, Napa Valley, 2017    $150 



 

**VINTAGES & AVAILABLE SUBJECT TO CHANGE WITHOUT NOTICE** 

 

—CABERNET SAUVIGNON— 
 
  

MT. BRAVE, Mt. Veeder, 2014        $155 
 CAKEBREAD CELLARS, Napa Valley, 2016       $160 

FEATHER WINERY, Columbia Valley, 2012       $160 
 PRIDE, Spring Mountain, 2016        $170 
 DUCKHORN, Napa Valley, 2016        $170 
 EGELHOFF, Napa Valley, 2010        $170 
 SWANSON, Alexis, Oakville, 2012        $175 
 PARADIGM, Napa, 2015         $175 
 MELKA, “CJ”, Napa, 2016         $175 
 CADE CUVÉE, Napa Valley, 2016        $185 
 THE PACT, Napa, 2013         $185 
 ROBERT CRAIG, “Affinity”, Napa, 2015       $185 
 SHAFER, One Point Five, Stags Leap District, 2016      $185 
 SILVER OAK, Alexander Valley, 2014       $190 
 REYNOLD’S FAMILY, Reserve, Stags Leap District, 2012     $210 
 PAUL HOBBS, Napa, 2015         $210 

REVANA, Napa, 2013          $215 
 NICKEL & NICKEL, “J. Sullenger”, Napa, 2017                 $225 
 HUSIC, Napa, 2014          $255 
 SILVER OAK, Napa, 2014         $335 
 
 
 
 
 
                                       
 


