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PRINCIPAL’S
WELCOME

Greetings,
The 125th anniversary of Assumption College
might rightly be called the ‘year of gatherings’.
Rarely a week goes by, it seems, without
another commemoration or reunion taking
place … and that is as it should be. Surely,
one sign of the strength of our community is
the willingness of past students and staff to
come together and share their lives anew.
We gather to hear stories. We gather to
laugh, and sometimes to cry. We gather to
remember.
The sociologists would tell us that all this builds
our ‘institutional memory’, which is important
to ensure that the very best of who we are
together remains focussed and strong. As a
Marist community, our institutional memory has
been shaped by the Gospels, with a particular
emphasis on how to be a disciple of Jesus ‘in
the way of Mary’. Mary’s willingness to say
‘Yes’ to God’s plan for her, her courage, her

valuing of family, her outreach to the needs
of others have all profoundly influenced the
values of our community. To be like Mary, to
be a Marist, is to live with simplicity, presence
and a humble heart, so that others might
experience the love of God through us.

you were recorded in the original enrolment
books! If you give us some notice of your
arrival, it would be our pleasure to prepare
some artefacts from your time at Assumption,
so gather a few friends or family and drop us
a line!

In this edition, you will hear the stories of
another amazing group of Marists. They
might not call themselves that, but they have
lived lives of service and with a commitment to
the common good. The values they imbibed
here at Assumption shine through their life’s
achievements, both big and small.

If you’re looking for a special night out though,
please get a few friends together and come
along to the 125th Gala Dinner! It promises to
be another terrific night of Assumption glamour
and hospitality! We look forward to seeing
you there, and to celebrating the Assumption
Cricket Team of the Century, inducting some
more of your peers into the Hall of Excellence,
and to acknowledging the fine work of our
‘Rising Stars’ and recent “Women’s Australian
Football League” champions. Quae Supra
Quaere!

As we move into the second half of the year,
please feel extremely encouraged to join
our celebrations. As a valued member of
our community, we would love to see you
again! Now that our new Heritage Centre
is established, we have a beautiful space to
share with you the memorabilia from your era,
and may even be able to show you where

Peace and Blessings.
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FAMILY AND FRIENDS

CELEBRATION DAY
The strong connections and tight community
we share as past students, staff, family and
friends of Assumption College was certainly
evident at the celebration day held at the
College on Sunday, 29 April. As part of the
125th anniversary celebrations, we came
together to honour 33 former students who lost
their lives in World War I and II.
Held in the Fourviere Centre, which
incorporates Shandon House, the room was
packed with 160 guests. A beautiful service,
led by Liturgy Leader Paul Reed, opened with
a moving speech by Principal Kate Fogarty
and a roll call by Brother Xavier Collins of the
33 fallen soldiers.
The soldiers were honoured by representatives
of the Skehan, McCahery, Cooke and
Stockdale families, current students and old
collegians who stood to attention as each
soldiers’ name was called. The men then lit a
candle for each soldier to the beautiful song,
Green Fields of France.

At the end of the service, Kate invited Adrian
(class of 1952) and Phil Skehan (class of
1955) to open the newly restored war
memorial doors, built by their father, Barry, in
1949. Guests followed closely behind into
our new Heritage Centre (formerly the old
chapel) where a spectacular archival display,
curated by our Archive Officer Maki Daisley,
showcased some of Assumption College’s rich
history.
Old Collegians from 1947 to 2017 gathered
for a group photo before either talking with
our “living books”, Bob Ryan (Class of 1947)
and Ron Forbes (Class of 1948), or touring
the school. The day finished with everyone
enjoying lunch in one of the new boarding
houses where we were entertained by a
special impromptu performance by several
old boys who sang the college song When
Shandon Calls.

College captains Ella Beveridge and Nash
Kemp welcomed everyone and spoke of
how grateful they were to represent the
College student body as we honoured our old
collegians who paid the ultimate sacrifice.

Sergio Fassio (1950), Michael Collins (1962)
and Ron Forbes (1948)

A piece of Assumption history from the
Heritage Centre

Past students 1947 – 2017

Jim Cummins (1951) with living
book Bob Ryan (1947)

Current students stand to honour the
fallen soldiers
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RESTORING THE
WAR MEMORIAL
In 1949 past student Barry Skehan built a
memorial and together with the Old Collegian’s
Association donated it to Assumption College.

The restoration of the timber led Maria on a
chase as well, which eventually took her to
Assumption’s woodwork teacher Paul Grattan.

The memorial (two oak doors dressed with
brass crucifixes and the College crest) named,
in cast aluminium letters, the old collegian
soldiers who died in World War I and II.

After numerous attempts were rejected from
local craftsman and those further afield, it
was not until attending the College’s VCE
Woodwork exhibition that Maria saw the
amazing woodwork coming out of the school
and was reminded by someone “a student is
only as good as their teacher.”

Hung in the old chapel of Shandon House, the
doors had deteriorated over 69 years. Metal
work was tarnished with permanent blemishes,
many letters along with the College crest and
back plate of a door handle were damaged
or lost, needing repair or replication.
As a member of the 125th celebrations
committee, the restoration project was
assigned to Community Relations Officer
Maria Cleve, who had no idea where to start
but was passionate about completing it.
After many disappointing dead ends throughout
Victoria, Maria finally located Laurie Moloney
from Warrnambool. Laurie and his wife Teresa
bought a foundry in their retirement and
among the equipment they inherited with the
business were the moulds that cast the lettering
on Assumption’s memorial doors.
The Moloneys’ generosity of spirit for this
project knew no bounds. They made two round
trips from Warrnambool to Kilmore, recast the
missing letters, painted them, recreated the
metal work and plated it in brass.

Paul took on the job without hesitation and
spent hours of his own time over the holidays
completing the job. Reattaching the lettering
was a huge task, especially with several of
the pins that hold the lettering in place broken
or missing.
There were so many nuances to ensure this
project was completed on time, and head
of maintenance at Assumption Des Langdon
was the “go-to” person for it all, ensuring it all
came to fruition.
The restoration of the memorial doors brought
together current students, and past students
and families of the fallen soldiers to remember
those young men who paid the ultimate
sacrifice in war and all because we have one
thing in common: Assumption College.
The history of our college community is deep.
Projects like this, and events like the Family
and Friends Celebration Day, bring us all
back together to celebrate our family spirit.

Mission captains Teagan Bright and
Lochlyn Ryan at the doors
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SEEKING THE THINGS ABOVE
Mark Williamson, Deputy Principal Wellbeing,
cherishes his role which allows him to work closely with
all members of the Assumption family in all manner of
situations. From students, parents, House Leaders and
Learning Mentors, Mark provides a strong foundation
for the network that exists to ensure all students in the
College feel supported and engaged.

Mark has instigated a regular Assumption College
Student Recognition forum at full school assemblies
that highlights outstanding achievements by current
students. He acknowledges the importance of reward
for effort for these dedicated students and encourages
all in the Assumption College family to celebrate their
success.

Jaylyn Robotham has been racing cars from
a young age. From his first experience in a
go kart, purchased by his dad, he has loved
going fast and racing. He moved into cars
at age 14.

“It was a really tough competition, being a
national event, it had a lot of talented people
coming to compete so to win it means a lot to me.
It also helps me get known around the track as I
wasn’t often recognised before,” Jaylyn said.

Jaylyn’s dedicated efforts, which see him
train almost every day of the week and
prepare for race weekends with the right
foods and fluids, brought rewards when
he won the 2017 Aussie Driver Search
Amateur competition last October. This
award included $20,000 in prize money.

“I have to thank my whole family and my sponsors for
their support.”

Dedicated athlete, Maddison McBrien
did herself and the College proud with an
outstanding effort in three events at the
State Athletics Championships in March at
Lakeside Stadium in Melbourne.

Maddison has participated in athletics for
nine years and loves the supportive nature
of events.

Maddison finished seventh in the state in the
Under 15 high jump, 12th in hurdles and
11th in shot put. Maddison was very happy
with her results.
“The experience was unreal! It was an amazing
opportunity to compete against such talented
people in a stadium full of great support. I was
happy with my effort, it was a good reflection of
the training (usually 4-5 hours per week) and
effort I put in to get back into shape after injury
and the off season,” Maddison said.

Jaylyn Robotham
Year 10 Damian House

“Even though it is an individual sport with
individual successes, everyone supports each
other and celebrates achievements together, and
we encourage each other to do our best.”
Maddison thanks her parents for their
support and patience in taking her to all her
events, her coach for devoting so much time
to her development, her training team for
their support and encouragement and her
club for all the opportunities she has been
given.
Maddison McBrien
Year 9 Damian House
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VALE
BERNARD CURTIN OAM
By Norman Nugent & Kerry Breen
Class of 1958
NSW. After leaving school, Bernard lived
in Finley for a short time and then moved
to Melbourne in 1957 where he worked
briefly in the real estate office of the Victorian
Railways, followed by eight years with the
Commonwealth Bank and a period selling life
insurance with Scottish Amicable. In 1968, he
purchased the newsagency in Berrigan which
he ran with his wife Mary for 34 years. He
also opened the first TAB in Berrigan.
He became a popular and well-known figure
in Berrigan. He served on the Berrigan Shire
Council for ten years including as Mayor
from 2012 – 2016. He also served as a
board member of Amaroo Aged Care and
was the Founding Chairman of the Berrigan
Aged Care Association Committee. He was
a dedicated member of the Berrigan Bowling
Club and served as its President.
Bernard Aloysius Curtin, aged 80 and late of
Berrigan, died in the Albury Base Hospital on
the 18 April 2018, surrounded by his family.
Bernard attended Assumption as a boarder
from 1950 until 1955. He had strong family
associations with Kilmore and Assumption.
His mother attended the Kilmore Convent
School, his older brother boarded at the
College as later did his three sons, while his
daughter, Marianne, was the initial supervisor
when girls’ boarding began in the 1990s.

Reynolds. Reynolds used to drive Bernard
home after training, stopping at a milk bar
where they talked footy. Bernard then played
for the Commonwealth Bank and for Box Hill
Young Christian Workers.
He was the foundation captain and coach of
the Assumption Old Collegians football team
that was established in 1964 and began in
F Grade of the Victorian Amateur Football
Association. His team made the grand final in
its first year but lost to St Pat’s Ballarat.

In both Leaving and Matriculation (Years 11
and 12), Bernard was a member of the First
XI and the First XVIII and was vice captain of
the cricket team in 1955. His accurate off
spin bowling was more noted than his useful
batting with his best effort a 6/13 against
Wandong. At football he was a model of
consistency at full back in 1955 when his
vigorous play worried all opponents.

Bernard played 71 games for the “Old Boys”
between 1964 and 1967. His final game
was the 1967 grand final which Assumption
won (this was in E section, now D2 section).
He remained a loyal servant to Assumption
and its Old Collegians Association, frequently
leading the singing of the school song and the
chanting of the war cry at reunions.

After leaving school he played football for
a season at Essendon under coach, Dick

Originally from Shepparton, where Bernard
was born, the family later moved to Finley in

As Shire Mayor, he led the council in its
2014 bid to help asylum seekers find a safe
new home, an offer that was rejected by the
Immigration Minister of the day, Scott Morrison.
On Queen’s Birthday 2015, he was awarded
a Medal of the Order of Australia for service
to local government, to aged care, and to the
community of Berrigan.
He leaves behind his wife of 56 years, Mary,
and their children, Gabrielle, Peter, Louise,
Michael, Marianne, John and Loretta as well
as 16 grandchildren.
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A NIGHT TO
CELEBRATE
In 2018, Assumption College is celebrating
125 years of education in the Marist tradition
in Kilmore.
The highlight event of the year will be the Gala
Dinner at the Palladium at Crown on Saturday,
27 October 2018.
This event, much like the hugely successful
Gala Dinner in 2015, which saw the
inaugural inductions into the Hall of Excellence
and the naming of the VFL/AFL Football Team
of the Century, will be an opportunity for
former collegians, friends of the Assumption
College community and current families to
come together to celebrate this milestone year.
As those that attended the last Gala Dinner can
attest, it was a marvellous night of celebration
for the College that allowed the achievements
of so many wonderful former students to be
acknowledged and honoured.

Sharing these successes as a community saw
the College motto ‘Quae Supre Quaere - seek
the things that are above’ brought to life in
a magnificent display of history and College
spirit. We expect this year’s Gala celebration
to do the same.

This year’s event will see further inductions
into the College’s Hall of Excellence, the
naming of the Cricket Team of the Century,
acknowledgment of alumnae achievement
within the AFLW and also Rising Star
recognitions.
Gala Dinner tickets are available for purchase
via Trybooking at www.trybooking.com/
UVKM, with early bird prices of $165
available at present.
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Gala Dinner

Hall of Excellence & Greatest Cricket Team

27 October 2018, palladium at crown
6:30pm start for canapés and pre dinner drinks
STOP PRESS! EXCITING ANNOUNCEMENTS!
The night will include the official community launch of the Building Greatness Appeal to
deliver a state-of-the-art Community and Sports Pavilion.
As part of the launch, we are delighted to announce that Kia Motors Australia has
generously donated a Cerato S Sedan Auto (RRP $21,490 drive away) to be auctioned on the
night, with all proceeds going to the Building Greatness Appeal. Sincere thanks to Damien
Meredith (Class of ’74) Chief Operating Officer of Kia Motors Australia for organising.
More information about the fundraising appeal will be provided in
the lead up to the Gala Dinner.

Extended: Early bird tickets $165 per person
available now: Trybooking.com/uvkm
For more information please contact:
Maria Cleve | maria.cleve@assumption.vic.edu.au | 5783 5343
EVENT PARTNER
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STAFF
REUNION
Assumption College hosted a staff reunion
on Sunday, 27 May 2018 which saw
approximately 70 former and current staff
from over 50 years come together.
The elegant afternoon saw a traditional high
tea provided for those in attendance who
enjoyed a marvellous time catching up and
reminiscing.
Principal Kate Fogarty welcomed all in
attendance, thanked them for coming and
being part of the College’s 125th celebrations
and invited them all to return in five years’ time
to do it again.

Organiser Jenny Pendlebury was congratulated
by the leadership team for ensuring such a
successful day.
“I have to pay a huge thanks to Julie and her
catering team Alex and Michelle who stepped
in to assist with the catering and also the VET
Hospitality students for their great work,”
Jenny said.
“Thanks as well to the library staff for their
collation of the very popular photo boards
and the marketing and development team for
their help with the historic display and set up.”

Former staff came from as far as Cairns
(Stephen Calvert) and Brisbane (Paul Kane)
for the event and also a number from country
Victoria.
“It was a great chance to catch up, reminisce and
have a laugh,” Jenny, who has been a teacher at
the College for 33 years said.
“The highlight is always seeing those faces,
catching up and finding out what everyone is up
to. Brother Stan was a very popular attendee as
was Ray Carroll.”

SHANDON CALLS AUTUMN 2018
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PRAHRAN –
ASSUMPTION
PAFC right on track

WITH just three matches remaining in VAFA
Division 1 for 2018 Prahran Assumption holds
fourth place on the ladder and is poised to play
finals after winning the Division 2 premiership
last year. The Two Blues need to defeat
relegation bound teams Brunswick NOBS and
Ivanhoe and ladder leader Hampton Rovers to
ensure finals but two wins may be enough if
results fall their way.
It has been a remarkable revival for the Two
Blues who suffered heavy losses in the first two
rounds.
Despite missing several key players in last
year’s premiership team, Prahran Assumption
has rallied under coach Ash Mills and
developed into a hard running, high pressure
outfit.

One of the revelations has been ACK’s Ryley
Conlan who played all last season in the
Reserves but this season has developed into a
leading ruckman-forward forming a dominant
duo with Brett Dickinson.

Prahran Assumption recruiters Kevin Matherson
and Anthony Jackson attended the recent
Assumption v PEGS final at Ray Carroll Oval
and post match presented Logan Fitzgerald
with a club hoodie.

First season ACK on baller James Falcone
has played every game and added to the
mid-field dominance of Harrison Taylor, Dan
Freeman and captain James Musster. Vice
captain Tim Webb, another ACK graduate,
has played every game and has been a pillar
of strength in the backline.

Prahran Assumption coach Mills has accepted
an invitation to address the Assumption
College First XVIII after training on Tuesday
August 14.

Last season’s best and fairest ACK’s Tom
Freeman was a welcome return in round 14
after missing six matches with a knee injury.

- 12 -

SHANDON CALLS AUTUMN 2018

THE TRADITION
CONTINUES
The proud history of football at Assumption has
added a new chapter with the inaugural full
winter season of girls’ football in the AGSV/
APS established in 2018.

now have a pathway in football. There is so much
this game can offer them whether it be playing or
volunteering to assist and it is the interpersonal
skills they develop they will always use.”

While girls’ football was played in 2016 and
2017, it was only in a round robin tournament
format, 2018 has seen the introduction of a
true home and away season.

While some girls have played football at club
level outside of school, many have not and it
is a testament to their application to the task
for how well they have picked up the skills and
developed as team players.

This has seen a great response from the female
students with both junior (Years 7-9) and open
(Years 10-12) teams fielded for the Dark and
Light Blues.
Team manager for both sides Katrina Oxley
is really excited about the progress the girls
are making.
“It has been a really exciting time and also a big
learning curve for everyone involved, including
the players,” Ms Oxley said.

With past students Chloe Molloy and Cristina
Bernardi enjoying strong seasons in 2018
in the national AFLW competition, current
Assumption College female footballers can
definitely seek the things that are above as
many male footballers have done.
Year 7 student and member of the junior
squad, Emily D’Angelo is thoroughly enjoying
the teamwork and improving skills.

“These girls had to learn to play together, having
never done so before, communicate and work as
a team.

“I have been playing girls football with my local
club in Whittlesea for two years but being part
of footy at Assumption only adds to the fun I am
having,” Emily said.

“I just hope they all continue to develop their skills
as well as a love of the game and recognise they

“I love how we’re getting quicker all the time, I
love tackling and I like how a lot of people who

weren’t that supportive are getting behind us.
“Seeing how big the AFLW is getting and knowing
there is a pathway for girls to play footy gives me
confidence to keep working hard at it.”
In contrast, Year 11 student and member of
the Open squad Skye Taylor only had her first
experience in competitive football last year.
“It’s is just great to get to play something we love
and make new friends from it as well,” Skye said.
“There were a lot of jokes from some quarters
early on, a lot of attitude like girls can’t play
and not a lot of respect, but we have seen those
attitudes start turning around.
“We have improved so much and they can see we
are serious, go in hard and give it everything.”
Skye acknowledges that the girls are on a
steep learning curve, very dissimilar to boys
who spend their formative years learning the
body skills of the game, but gives credit to all
the girls for how quickly they have taken on
lessons and how to improve.
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Class of 1968 with 1967 and 1969

CLASS OF 1968
Over 90 old collegians gathered on Saturday,
21 April, 2018 to celebrate 50 years since
their school days at Assumption College.
Whilst the celebration was for the class of
1968, as the school was a much smaller
place back then and everyone knowing each
other, organisers Phil Dickinson and Richard
Holland invited all from the decade to join in.
The event was held at Kooyong Lawn Tennis
Club where guests were signed in and
presented with a “Class of 1968” stubby
holder before entering the dining area

Anthony Walsh and Ray Carroll

WITH ALL FROM THE 60s WELCOME

decorated in all things Assumption. Blue and
yellow helium balloons were stretched across
the room with memorabilia and year books
from the decade on display for all to see.
Speeches were made by Phil and Richard,
John Kelly (Br Paulinus), Ray Carroll and the
very funny Kevin Heath who reminisced with
the room about hilarious moments they all
shared. On close, the 90 men broke out to
the lyrics of When Shandon Calls which was
full of spirit and demonstrated a glimpse of
the camaraderie that existed 50 years before.
John Dow, Shane Ryan and Bill Nixon

Chris Murphy, Joe Giansiracusa,
Shane Ryan and Gerald Harding

Frank Crimmins, Greg Weppner and Pat O’Dwyer

CORRECTION
Shandon Calls would like to amend an
error made in the Autumn 2018 issue in the
‘Memories made in Queenscliff ’ article.
In the photo of Peter, Terry and Noel Kenna,
Noel Kenna was incorrectly identified as
Tony and in the article it was stated Noel
has passed away when it was actually Tony
Kenna who had passed.

Darrell Tutty, Sam DiGovanni, Carlo Serafini, Phil Dickinson (Organiser),
Terry Reilly, Dick Holland (Organiser) and Phil Emelhain

Our sincere apologies for any confusion this
error caused.
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REUNIONS
CLASS OF 1958
50 year reunion

(Including all those who would have
finished if completing Matric)

17

OCT

12.00pm – 3.00pm
QPO 186 High Street, Kew
$40 per head for lunch tea and coffee. bar
prices. Drinks at bar prices.
Organisers: Frank Peck & Kerry Breen

www.trybooking.com/WCHA

CLASS OF 1983
25 year reunion

24

NOV

7.00pm
Pure South (P.S. Bar+Kitchen - Downstairs)
Southbank Melbourne

Michael Kelly, Anthony Zanelli and Michael Cummins

Welcome at the Bar earlier.
Cost: Pay As You Go.
Organisers: Wendy Archer

More details to follow.

CLASS OF 1998
20 year reunion

11am – 5.00pm
Kilmore Cup – Trackside
East St, Kilmore VIC 3764

25

NOV
Peter Singline, Larry Coates and
John Kelly (Br Paulinis)

Lachlan Pitcher and David Ryan

Organisers: Kathryn Delia, Lauren Luca (nee
Breadsell) & Lauren Duffy (nee Henry)

www.trybooking.com/XHXC

For any inquiries regarding reunions please
contact the Community Relations Officer,
Maria Cleve, via email:
maria.cleve@assumption.vic.edu.au or
via phone: 03 5783 5343.

Mark Muir, Vince Murphy, John Dow, Paul Rafter, Gary O’Brien
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WHERE ARE
THEY NOW?

JANINE MORGAN
(NEE O’SULLIVAN)
Class of 1978
Little did I know that when I asked my father if
I could go to Assumption in Years 11 and 12
to be with my Kilmore friends it would impact
so much on my future.
The first day leaving on the day scholars bus
from Seymour was quite daunting but exciting
also. In Year 11 there were twelve girls being
a combination of Seymour and Kilmore ladies
who had all attended Sacred Heart College
in Seymour, so fortunately we were a group
who had previously spent plenty of time
together.
My family had already had a long standing
tradition of boys attending Assumption,
with my grandfather, father and uncles all
attending. I am proud to say that I was the
first girl in the family and have been followed
by three O’Sullivan nieces and two nephews
in recent years. My brothers, Michael,
Matthew and Gerard also have the pleasure
of being College Old Boys.
I really enjoyed my two years at Assumption.

Whilst there were challenges at times, I tend
to remember the fun we had the most! The
friendships formed over those couple of years
have lasted more than forty years now and
culminated with our 1978, 40 year reunion
held in February this year. Around forty of our
cohort were in attendance and everyone had
a great time.
After leaving school I worked at Puckapunyal
in an administrative role from 1979. Jim
Morgan (ACK 1975-1978) and I were
married in 1984. We built our first house
in Colbinabbin where we lived for thirteen
years. We then moved to our farm for twenty
years and have just recently relocated back in
to the township to a new house built for us by
my brother Gerard.
Our daughter, Hannah was born in 1990.
In March 2017 Hannah married David Price
(ACK 07/08), son of Michael (ACK 76/77)
and Julie Price. Just last February, Hannah
and David had a baby girl, Stevie Mae, who
has already added much joy to our lives. We

are very lucky to have Hannah, Dave and
Stevie living just across the road from us.
After Jim and I were married I worked for
some time in a bank and with a Shire Council
until I joined the family business. Since then
Jim and I have worked together establishing
a transport and grain company which whilst
challenging, has been a great experience.
We have been lucky enough to have had a
couple of trips overseas and a great outback
camping holiday and over the years have
been involved with the local football and
netball clubs. I love to play golf when time
permits.
In the future, I look forward to keeping up
and having good times with our Assumption
friends, spending hours enjoying walks with
a golf stick in hand, travelling with Jim and
family and having lots of cuddles with our
grandchildren!
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WHERE ARE
THEY NOW?
RON FORBES
Class of 1948
One of Ron Forbes’ sharpest memories of his
time as a boarder at Assumption College in
the post war era of 1945-48 was that he was
always the smallest bloke in the class.
“It made me pretty popular for a time. I was the
most sought after jockey for piggy back races,”
Ron recalls.
It is not the only thing Ron remembers fondly
from his time at school.
“The sense of comradeship was unforgettable and
it is still felt at reunions till this day. It is what
keeps us coming back together every year at the
annual Queenscliff reunion. We are all still such
good friends today,” Ron said.
Ron has travelled an interesting path since
graduating from Assumption College in 1948.
He made the school and his family proud with
a third place in the exams for a scholarship to
the Commonwealth Bank.
He recalls the day a group of College boys
travelled to Melbourne for the exam, which
he described as “a breeze, really basic stuff,”
was also the same day a cricketer of note, Sir
Donald Bradman played his last game at the
MCG.
Ron had to wait patiently outside the Exhibition
Building where the exam was held, having
finished before everyone else in an hour and
a half before the Brother in charge and the
boys could hot foot it to the ground to catch
the game.
“We got there, but it had to be one of the only
games where Bradman didn’t score,” Ron said.
Ron has always been grateful for the time he
spent with the Commonwealth Bank, a place
where many Assumption old collegians found
employment out of school.
“There seemed to be a lot of old boys at the
Commonwealth Bank and State Bank at that
time. I remember as a young 16 year old, I was

very lucky to have these older fellows looking out
for me and helping me along as I worked my way
up to the position of bank teller,” he said.

matriculation certificate in the mail in 1967
from the Department of Education, 20 years
after completing his schooling at Assumption.

Ron moved on from the Commonwealth Bank
and found work with Caterpillar Australia,
originally in Exhibition Street in the city before
their move to the rather large factory in
Tullamarine. Ron was in the parts office and
was faced with the daunting task of turning the
massive empty shed on the new site into the
parts warehouse.

“If there is one lesson I have carried through my
employment years from my time at Assumption
was how we were taught to do the right thing and
to do a job well,” Ron said.

Still living in Sunbury, Ron had applied for a
role with the local council as a clerk. He found
himself withdrawing his application when he
found out his older brother John, eight years
his senior was also an applicant for the same
role.
John had only just come out of the air force
having served his country and Ron thought it
best he did the dutiful thing and give John a
chance at employment. The good deed was
returned when a few years after he ran into an
old acquaintance who worked at council who
asked if he was still interested in working there
and found himself employed in the engineer’s
office.

“I don’t have many regrets, maybe only leaving
a promising career at the Commonwealth Bank
because I was a mad keen footballer for Sunbury
and working on Saturday mornings made it
difficult to play in the afternoon.
“Years later I was playing golf at Point Lonsdale in
a veteran’s tournament and was at the registration
desk when someone said “Hello young Forbes.” I
turned around and it was a gentleman with the
surname Clifton who I had trained at the bank
probably 30 years before. He had stuck there and
had become high level management.”
But Ron could see his love of football had
plenty of positives in his life too as he is
confident he can say he is the only Assumption
old collegian to have umpired a grand final
AFL game at the MCG.

It was during this time that Ron was encouraged
to gain qualifications as a municipal clerk and
he began his studies.

“After quitting footy I took up umpiring in 1962
I umpired the Under 19s grand final at the MCG
and got to watch the big game with 91,000 that
day,” Ron said.

Ron married Gloria in 1953 and the pair
had the first three of their five children quickly,
within three years, which played havoc with
Ron’s studies but after moves to another local
council in Essendon in 1962, Ron was able
to finally complete the course and become a
qualified municipal clerk.

Ron and Gloria are the proud parents of five
children, the two boys bookend the three
girls, and four grandchildren. He has spent a
lifetime loving tennis, football and cricket and
until he developed a crook shoulder had been
enjoying a retirement kept busy with playing
golf.

This heralded a move to Leongatha council for
two years as assistant clerk before landing at
Queenscliff as town clerk in 1969, a position
he held until retirement in 1990.

Ron will be 86 in July this year and has
devoted his time of late caring for his wife
after hip surgery but is proud to say she has
coped well and is definitely on the mend.

Ron described a notable outcome from his
further studies was when he received his
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WHERE ARE
THEY NOW?
TRAVIS SULLIVAN
Class of 1993
My first experience at Assumption was that of
a seven or eight year old boy, and my Dad
took me to watch a game of footy at the “main
oval” and told me that one day I would go to
this school and get the opportunity he didn’t.
Assumption won that day and I couldn’t wait
to start there. My father wanted to attend
Assumption for his final years of schooling and
was looking forward to joining some of his
mates but unfortunately finances dictated that
it wouldn’t be the case.
Getting me into Assumption ended up being
harder than he thought, but he was determined
that his children would get the opportunity he
didn’t. Living outside Kilmore, it was getting
harder to get into the College, but after five
letters of rejection I was finally accepted.
I think it was then that I learnt the value of
persistence, I also thought I needed to put in
a bit of effort here and take advantage of this
opportunity given to me.
I loved my time at Assumption (1988-1993)
my fondest memories include the Adelaide
Sacred Heart exchange weekends, weekend
sport with my mates and the feeling of
belonging to a community full of history and
pride. I even recall with a wry smile the odd
crack on the head from Brother Stanislaus (now
Bill) for not completing my math homework and
spending Sports Science rolling the wicket for
Ray Carroll.
I’m fortunate to have carried friendships from
Assumption right throughout my life and enjoy
annual weekends away and Christmas get
togethers with Damien Choate, Paula Muir
(Donovan), Nicole Thomas, Shara Amos,
Michael Napolitano and their families.

Watching our children become friends is
certainly something that I know we all have
enjoyed and some of us now (Damien and I)
have children in Year 7 at Assumption which
means we have caught up at swim training
and swim carnivals.
After completing Year 12 at Assumption, I
went to RMIT to study Myotherapy. Whilst my
mother was proud I got my first choice into
higher education I remember her almost in
tears asking if I could earn a living from it…
ironically I have employed her now for the
past 19 years at our clinics.
After graduating from RMIT I travelled to the
UK and Europe with alumni Malachy Daly
and Chris Donovan. On this trip I met my
wife Tamie Delmenico from Shepparton whom
I followed to Canada for a ski season and
travelled across the US with in a camper van.
Twenty years on we live in Kilmore and have
three children Piper 12 (Year 7 at Assumption),
Hamish 11 and Addison 9 both at St.
Patrick’s. I have had the privilege of coaching
Hamish for the past two years at the Kilmore
Football Club, a job I think I have got more out
of than the kids. The girls play netball for their
respective schools.
After finishing at RMIT I was always focused
on getting back to Kilmore and I started the
Kilmore Myotherapy Clinic in 1999 renting
a room at the local Physio Clinic. We now
have two main clinics the Kilmore and Wallan
Wellness Centres which provide the local
community with Myotherapy, Physiotherapy,
Podiatry, Exercise Physiology and Dietetics
services. We have a team of 24 people

working with us and are proud sponsors of
many local clubs and sporting teams and
provide a VET position for an Assumption Year
12 student to gain experience in the workforce
as an Allied Health Assistant.
I was fortunate enough when starting the
business to read a few good books and what I
took most from them was: make the most of all
opportunities and establish a strong network of
mentors around you and “do now what others
won’t so you can do in the future what they
can’t today”.
There is no doubt that Assumption has taught
me many things and “Seeking the things that
are above” has really been something to live
by. In my professional life it has often been the
phrase I have reflected on when expanding
the clinic or improving the services we provide
and personally has been my inspiration for
taking on challenges such as the Oxfam
Charity walk, Kokoda Track and swimming
the English Channel (as part of a team relay).
It is no doubt that this mantra, the early lesson
in perseverance from my Dad, together with
a sense of belonging and contributing to
something bigger than yourself that Assumption
has taught me lessons that have gone with me
throughout life. I am extremely grateful for my
time at Assumption and am excited that Piper
is now getting this same opportunity and I look
forward to being there for Piper, Hamish and
Addison and seeing them become part of
that special community and make the most of
all the opportunities presented as they move
through the school.
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ACK PARTNERS WITH MARIST’S INTERNATIONAL AID
AND DEVELOPMENT AGENCY
BENEFICIARIES OF AUSTRALIAN MARIST SOLIDARITY

HOW DO WE WORK?

Australian Marist Solidarity (AMS) invests in people by empowering
them to take their own path to development through programs that are
conducted in partnership with local communities to support people like
Lidia from Timor-Leste. Lidia wanted to go to University when she finished
school, but the family did not have enough money. However, thanks
to the generosity of several donors, Lidia applied and was successful
in gaining a scholarship to study at the teachers training college in
Timor-Leste. Lidia is full of gratitude for the donors that have supported
and enabled her to access higher education. Without this support, she
would be unable to study at tertiary level.

Australian Marist Solidarity upholds the dignity of all persons and values
just relationships and structures, freedom and equity. We encourage
sustainable growth of educational opportunities by supporting
community development, promotion of local leadership and capacity
development to deliver a better-quality education. In some countries,
such as Cambodia and Timor-Leste, AMS has a special focus on
education access for those with physical disabilities. Currently, AMS
supports our operational partners with over 80 mostly small locally
initiated projects across 21 countries in the Asia and Pacific region.
WHERE DO WE NEED SUPPORT?

WHAT IS AMS?
AMS is the not-for-profit international development agency of the
Marist Brothers in Asia and the Pacific. AMS supports education and
community development activities primarily across this region.
Our vision is for a world where young people are brought towards the
centre from the margins through access to education.

ACK currently supports the 3 year renovation programme of St Teresinha
Junior High School, Quelicai,Timor-Leste. Education plays an integral
role in the formation and nurturing of young people in Timor-Leste.
The continuing generosity of the ACK community provides vital funds
towards the work. To donate to Australian Marist Solidarity or to find out
more about us, visit: www.australianmaristsolidarity.org.au

AUSTRALIAN MARIST SOLIDARITY
ams@marists.org.au | (07) 3354 0600 | PO Box 273 West Ashgrove QLD 4060
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BETWEEN THE OVERS
Ray Carroll
Former Staff

The Gala club was founded way back in
1853 and is part of the East Scotland League.
There are some 150 cricket clubs in Scotland.
An all-rounder, Dan has played junior and
senior cricket for Tallarook, since he was eight
and credits club legend Sam Watts with being
an inspiration along with his dad Tim Fisher
who has been a fine club and Country Week
cricketer.

DANIEL’S NORTHERN SUMMER
Daniel Fisher of Tallarook is a super keen
cricketer and he is excited about spending this
northern summer in Scotland playing the game
he loves.
Dan will be with the Gala CC near Galashiells
in the beautiful border country south of
Edinburgh.

A graduate from ACK in 2017, Dan played
two seasons for Assumption’s First XI in the
AGSV. He is also a keen footballer having
played for ACK and Seymour.
As well as playing senior cricket with Tallarook
he has captained the Seymour and District
Combined XI in the McPherson Shield series.
Whilst in Scotland, Dan will have university
accommodation, some work in an Edinburgh
restaurant and will coach juniors. The club

plays mid-week and on Saturdays.
Dan’s folks are happy about the venture in hat
is a Gap year. Mum Carol is a careers coordinator after previously spending 11 years
in the role at Assumption.
Dad Tim has been a well-respected police
officer, recently retired. He has been a fine
contribution to the proud, and successful
Tallarook Club, both on and off the field.
Originally from the Riverina, two of Tim’s
brothers attended ACK as boarders, making
their mark in a very positive manner.
We wish Daniel well for an enjoyable season
in Tartan Country. He will find the folk there
very friendly and hospitable. As for the
lad himself, he is a fine young person well
regarded at College and in his community
and is a credit to his mum and dad.

KEEP CUPS
Don’t miss out on the limited edition
125th Anniversary Assumption College
Keep Cups now on sale.
The cups come in three sizes, small
$10, medium $15 and large $20 and
are available from Reception or can
be posted to you if purchased (with
additional p&h charges) via Trybooking
at: www.trybooking.com/WGFO
All proceeds from these sales go to our sister
school in East Timor.

ASSUMPTION COLLEGE
Sutherland Street
Kilmore VIC 3764
Ph: 03 5781 5372
E: info@assumption.vic.edu.au
assumption.vic.edu.au

