
 
Early Maori carved pumice into many things, including bowls, 
net floats and patu (clubs). 

 
What would you carve pumice into and where would you put  
it to show off your work?

 
Have a look around nearby and try to find me, I am shiny, black 
and when broken I can have sharp edges. 

 
What am I? What did early Maori use me to make? Can you think 
of something that people use today that is made of volcanic rock?
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New Zealand is a land of volcanoes and earthquakes. Auckland 
City is built on an active volcanic field where 55 volcanoes have 
erupted over the last 150,000 years. The most recent eruption, 
only 600 years ago, formed Rangitoto Island at the entrance to 
the harbour. 

 
Mataoho was the ancestor god who brought underground 
volcanic fires to New Zealand from Hawaiki. 

 
What special powers do you think this god would have? 

 
Draw what you think Mataoho would have looked like?

Volcanoes Trail

FOLD ME FIRST

Footprints from the past

 
When Rangitoto erupted 600 years ago, ash from the  
eruption covered Motutapu Island. Footprints made in this  
ash layer shortly after the eruptions were preserved.

 
Write down what kinds of footprints were found  
on Motutapu Island?

 1. 

 2. 

 3. 

   
 Mapping the mountains

Find the map which shows Auckland’s volcanic field in 1859. Look 
on the map and find the volcano closest to where you live. 

 
Have you walked up this mountain?  
What did it look like?   
What could you see from the top of it?
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Be a volcanologist 

 
A lot of knowledge about volcanoes that we have today  
comes from people who risked their lives to get up close  
to active volcanoes to study them.

 
Find the volcanologist suit, what does a volcanologist have  
to wear when they get close to a volcano? Why do they  
have to wear these suits? 

 
Volcanologists also wear another piece of equipment to  
help them breathe, what is it and why do they need it?

 
Design your own volcanologist suit.  
What special features would it have?
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  What’s happening below? 

 
To be a volcanologist you don’t just need to know what is 
happening on the surface of the earth you also need to know 
what is happening down below. 

 
Labels the parts of the earth by filling in the missing blanks.
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What does a  
volcano look like? 

 
Draw a picture of an active volcano, make sure to draw and 
label the magma chamber, a lava flow, an ash cloud, the vent 
and layers of lava and ash from past eruptions.
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 News Report     

 
Find the entrance to 7A Puia Street, head inside and pretend 
that the volcanic eruption is actually happening now!

 
Do a news report about what you have just experienced in 7A 
Puia Street, we need one person to be a reporter. Your job as a 
reporter is to interview some of your classmates about what they 
have just experienced. Tag it and share on Instagram #AMSchools

Here are some hints of what you can ask them: 
How did you know an eruption was about to happen? 
How did you feel during the eruption? 
Where are you going to evacuate to? 
What did you pack before you evacuated?
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 Volcanic rocks     

 
Volcanoes produce many different kinds of volcanic rock, they 
can be very heavy or very light.

 
Are you the strongest volcanologist alive? Test how heavy 
different volcanic rocks are, find the samples of basalt, granite 
and peridotite. Which one is the heaviest? 

  
Look out for the basalt chimes and make some rock music, record 
your tune and share it online with your classmates!

 
Lava bombs can be large, and they can be thrown great 
distances from the volcanic vent. In the 1935 eruption of Mount 
Asama in Japan, bombs measuring five meters were thrown 600 
metres from the vent. 

 
Find the largest lava bomb in the gallery (hint, I am near the no 
climbing sign). How big do you think it is?

 
Look around you and find the lava mold, draw how you think it 
would have looked before the tree rotted away and draw how it 
looks now.


