
 
 

To whom it may concern, 
 

I have had the pleasure of supervising and mentoring Jeremy Green for the past two years while 
he worked on undergraduate research, supported by the Research Experiences for 
Undergraduates (REU) Supplement Funding from the National Science Foundations, in the 
Department of Computer Science at the University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign. Jeremy has 
performed well in every role he has taken within our research opportunities and through this 
time, he has demonstrated several skills indicating the natural ability to not only achieve, but 
learn and grow as well throughout his career. Jeremy’s engineering background and work with 
my colleagues and I have made him accustomed to working with quantitative data and complex 
models. In addition, his consistently positive attitude and air of calm confidence have enabled 
him to comfortably interface with any individual he may come across. 

 

Under my advising and mentorship, I witnessed him demonstrate several skills that would make 
him a viable employee and internship candidate. Jeremy was involved in two projects including 
an independent research project as a student-led project that involved technical writing on 
gathered data from previous research. During these projects, Jeremy demonstrated the 
versatility in his ability to work independently as well as within a team environment. Through 
individual work, he demonstrated critical thinking and analysis as well as sufficient time 
management in his efforts. His diligence and tenacity gave me due reason to assign him to a 
project that would be considered very difficult as well as making him a viable team member in 
future research endeavors. As a team member, he uncovered his exemplary ability to 
communicate his desires and goals effectively as well as his potential to grow and lead where 
necessary. 

 

His skill set is not limited to our research as he was personally recommended to do some dataset 
organization for a colleague of mine. Jeremy quickly started work and exuded excitement and 
confidence for his ability in the task at hand. In the coming weeks, he would master the project 
and carry out the desired task in an accurate and precise manner. The efficacy of his actions 
along with his skills of effective communication made for a quick completion of the project to my 
colleagues’ satisfaction. These projects are prime examples of his great potential, for which I am 
sure he is eager to capitalize on in these early years of his professional career. 

 

I give Jeremy my highest recommendation as an extremely bright student with an extraordinarily 
positive attitude. I am confident he will perform at a level higher than anticipated. Please feel 
free to contact me if you have any questions about this exceptional young man. 

 

Sincerely, 
 

 
Tao Xie 
Professor and Willett Faculty Scholar 
ACM Distinguished Scientist, IEEE Fellow 
Department of Computer Science 
University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign 
Office Phone: +1(217)244-5931 
Email: taoxie@illinois.edu 
http://taoxie.cs.illinois.edu/ 
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