
 
Re: Cameo Hazlewood, MADE (Marketing and Advertising Education) summer internship 
 
25 January 2019 
 
Dear Members of the Selection Committee, 
 

I am writing to give Cameo Hazlewood my strongest recommendation, without any hesitation, 
for a summer internship with MADE (Marketing and Advertising Education). I have known Cameo for 
close to four years, during which time she took a course with me at Penn, and during which time, I have 
served as her academic advisor. Based on my interactions with Cameo, I believe that she is well-poised to 
be successful as a participant in your summer internship program. 

Cameo is a Benjamin Franklin Scholar in the School of Arts and Sciences, and as such, she 
enrolled in the Integrated Studies Program in her first year. This Program is an intensive liberal arts 
experience through which students take courses in humanities, social sciences and the natural sciences, 
drawing upon and integrating content and methods from all three sub-areas to tackle large problems. 
The Program is based on the idea that as our students move forward in life, the capacity to think across a 
wide range of areas will serve them well in their careers. As Director of the Program, I have a hand in 
selecting our class each year, I teach in the Program, and I advise a small cohort of students each year. 
Even though Cameo was admitted to the Program four years ago, and I have read hundreds of 
applications for other cohorts since hers, her application still stands out in my mind as one of a small 
handful that got me really excited. She came from a public high school in Illinois, and I remember 
thinking (from her description of a voice activated "hall alert" system that she devised in a science class) 
that Cameo had made much of her years in school, and that she would probably blaze an innovative and 
self-starting path through college and beyond. So, Cameo was an applicant that we focused on recruiting 
to the Program. Needless to say, I was thrilled when she decided to matriculate into the Program, and 
even more so, when she was tagged as one of my advisees. 

Cameo was a wonderful student in ISP. The year she studied with me, I co-taught with Joseph 
Kable, who taught cognitive neuroscience alongside my philosophy. The theme for the course was 
Decisions and Learning, and we focused on what insights neuroscience and philosophy can bring to 
topics such as making decisions under risky conditions and the reasons why people choose to conform 
in social situations. Cameo thrived in our course, gamely engaging in the difficult project of bringing 
together two very different ways of thinking to gain a deeper understanding of tough problems. Her 
commitment to ISP, and her ability to tolerate the academic discomfort that naturally comes with such a 
different way of approaching one's courses, was exactly the attitude I was expecting to find in Cameo. 

I was also impressed from the outset by her way of thinking more broadly about her studies at 
Penn, a way of thinking that I came to know well in my capacity as her adviser. While most pre-major 
adviser-advisee relationships tend to last for the first two years of College life before a student moves to 
their major adviser, Cameo and I have stayed in frequent touch about matters to do with her academics 
at Penn, and about matters to do with her plans for her career. 



On the former --  matters to do with her academics at Penn -- Cameo is a thoughtful and self-
reflective. She spends time figuring out what gives her pleasure and where her talents lie, and she takes 
time to research the opportunities around Penn that will allow her to engage in a meaningful and 
enjoyable way with courses and other academic opportunities. My advising meetings with Cameo have 
always been among my most productive advising meetings for Cameo always comes with a few very 
well-hones ideas, supported with ample research conducted on her behalf, and some very clear questions 
to get advice on. I'm always left with the impression that Cameo is committed to figuring out what she 
really wants and how to pursue what she wants, and she is eager to learn from others. 

On the latter -- matters to do with her plans for her career -- her chosen career field, at least for 
now, lies at the intersection of sports and psychology, an area of study she fell in love with once coming 
to Penn. She has started a project -- Fitalyst -- which aims to bring a personalized, behavioral approach to 
the important task of helping college students cultivate good health broadly conceived as covering 
exercise, diet and mental well-being. Unlike similar projects aimed at helping students toward general 
wellness, Cameo's project identifies individual psychology as crucial. Different people are motivated in 
different ways, and a one-size-fits-all approach to human wellness cannot account for these differences. 
With this crucial insight, Cameo and her partner have recruited Joe Kable, whose expertise is exactly the 
study of behavior in making decisions, to help lay down strong scientific foundations for a project that 
can tap into individuals' psychological motivations to help students be successful at their wellness goals. 
Looking back over Cameo's years at Penn, this seems a perfect place for her to land, for it represents her 
passions in sports, psychology and behavioral sciences, and innovation and entrepreneurship. 

Cameo has my highest recommendation for a summer internship with MADE (Marketing and 
Advertising Education). Please be in touch if you need any further information that I can provide to help 
her application. 

 
 
Sincerely, 

 

 
 
 Karen Detlefsen 
 Professor of Philosophy and Education 
 Director, Integrated Studies Program 
 detlefse@phil.upenn.edu; 215-898-8563 


