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Introduction 
According to The Ocean Project research, 75% of Americans under the age of 20 consider the ocean a top priority. 
Young people are concerned that the ocean is choking on plastic pollution, as each square mile of ocean contains up 
to 46,000 pieces of plastic. 

Plastics can enter the environment in a variety of ways. Usually, they will end up in the environment by escaping a 
source (such as a rubbish bin, landfill, or littering), after which they are either washed into the ocean by rainwater and 
runoff, or blown into the ocean by the wind. When powerful storms or tsunamis pass through human communities, 
they can drag a lot of plastic debris with them when the water drains back into the ocean. 

Plastics can last for centuries in landfills; however, single-use plastics, which are plastics designed to be used just once, 
have a very short usage life. After we’re done using them, frequently for only a few minutes, those single-use plastics 
last for about 500 years. Once in the ocean, they break up into very small pieces and enter the food chain, where 
they could entangle and kill marine life. By 2050, scientists predict that plastic waste could outweigh fish in the ocean, 
making plastic an urgent issue for coastal communities.

Marine and avian life often consume pieces of 
plastic since it can look like their food, mistaking  
red plastics for squid for example or single 
use plastic shopping bags for jellyfish floating 
suspended in the ocean. Because most organisms 
living on Ear th cannot digest plastics, they begin 
to feel more and more full after consuming these 
pollutants that provide no beneficial nutrition or 
energy. Consequently, these animals will either 
starve to death or be unable to digest any food 
if the consumed plastics block their intestines. 

future in the bag
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However, the plastics themselves are not the only 
problem. In order to create plastics we use a lot of 
chemicals that can be harmful to animals. Chemicals 
are often adsorbed by plastic surfaces, which means 
that any chemicals in the water are potentially 
concentrated on plastic refuse. As a result, animals 
that consume plastics are in danger of also consuming 
potentially lethal chemical compounds on the surface 
of those plastics. This can ultimately lead to both 
petrochemical compounds (plastics) and unknown 
chemicals making their way up the food chain in 
higher and higher concentrations to humans.

This is not only an environmental issue – it is also 
a matter of social justice. The production of plastics 
first requires the extraction of its base material: crude 
oil. This extraction process creates huge amount of 
unwanted substances, which are more often than not 
burned off into the atmosphere. This toxic material 
being burned has been shown to cause negative 
health effects in nearby communities, including 
cancer and asthma. Because of environmental racism, 
environmental health risks, including those involved in 
plastic production and disposal, are disproportionately 
placed in or near disenfranchised communities that 
are more likely to be predominantly low-income 
and/or communities of color. Post production, plastic 
remains a human rights issue. Assuming a plastic 
bag does not enter the ocean, it will likely end up 
at a recycling plant in a developing nation, such as 
Malaysia. Once there, the plastics will be sor ted by 
workers who are not paid a fair wage, and who are 
then exposed to toxic and harmful chemicals resulting 
from the incineration of the unmarketable waste 
materials.
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Unfortunately, having a disposable bag mentality means that we have a steady stream of plastic bags, and with it, all of 
the aforementioned impacts. We use plastic bags on a daily basis with little thought to the consequences. We rarely 
consider alternatives, let alone buy and use them. It is a lifestyle of convenience over care, and it is not one that we 
can sustain for very long. For tunately, alternative reusable bags are readily available, especially in municipalities that 
have already regulated single-use plastic bags. They are sold at supermarkets or other retail outlets, and are a common 
giveaway item at events, even those not focused on sustainability. Those who are unable to find reusable bags to 
purchase can make them, so long as they have a knitting or sewing kit, enough cloth, and thread. 

The Future in the Bag (#FITBag) program is an important step in reducing our disposable mentality, par ticularly 
of single-use plastic bags, and in helping those who might not otherwise reach for reusables to make the switch. 
Whether or not you have bag legislation in your area it is important to educate the community about why single-use 
plastic bags are a problem, and provide information on reusable alternatives. What’s more, this can be an essential 
step towards comprehensive plastic policy.

Plastic pollution is a global issue. While it may originate in one area, a single piece of plastic breaks into pieces that 
can spread around the world. The only way to address the social, economic, and ecological issues is to address 
plastic’s root causes, including human consumption at the local level – after all, we have to star t somewhere. The 
Ear thEcho International Youth Leadership Council believes change star ts with young people working with their 
communities to make them better. This guide is written by young people to include our insights after launching the 
pilot Future in the Bag initiative in 2019. 

Take this Community Action Guide and create a bag swap station in your local community. Or join others to begin 
drafting responsible community policies around single-use plastics. You will be tackling the issue of plastic pollution 
right at its hear t, and making a difference, one bag at a time! 
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Overview 

Six Steps to #FITBag

Do you want to encourage your community to adopt a “reuse” mentality and help fight the problem of plastic 
pollution on a local level? This guide can help you take action through creating a reusable bag swap station. A reusable 
bag swap station can be thought of as a “free bag library” for a community. You install a rack in a local grocery/retail 
venue and stock it with 100-150 star ter bags that can be “borrowed” at no cost. These bags are distributed to the 
public under the expectation that they will be returned or replaced with a similar clean reusable bag at a later date.

Reusable bag swap stations are very useful when customers forget their own reusable bags when shopping for 
groceries, and easy to implement! Here are six steps to get you star ted on your own FITBag project with tools and 
templates throughout this guide to help you.

1.  Assemble Your Team
Connect with like-minded individuals in your community - these may be youth, adults, policymakers, or 
retailers. At a minimum, establish a working par tnership with a retail venue. Explain to them your goal 
to reduce single-use plastic waste in your community through a sustainable option for their business and 
customers - a simple bag swap station! 

2.  Measure Your Impact
Conduct evaluation surveys at your retail par tner location in order to gauge the current rate of consumption 
of single-use plastic bags. Remember, you can’t change what you can’t measure so you need to know how 
many plastic bags are being used BEFORE and after the installation of the swap station. See Appendix for an 
example survey. 

3.  Bling the Bags!
Plan and host a bag-making or bag-decorating kickoff event in your community to drum up support and 
awareness. You can make your bags by sewing scrap fabric or t-shir ts or simply decorate blank reusable bags, 
but make sure you include #FITBag on the bag to show that it is par t of a national movement founded by 
YOUTH (logo can be found in Appendix). 
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4.  Set up Swap
Work with your retail par tner to install the bag swap station. Make sure you include signage, that explains 
how the bag station works. You can even include tags on the bags if you want to give people more 
information.

5.  Tell the World
Reach out to local media outlets to highlight your FITBag project. Leverage the social media channels of your 
team and par tners to make sure people know about the swap station and how to use it. Don’t forget to 
share your story with us at youthcouncil@earthecho.org, by tagging @EarthEcho on social media, and by using 
#FITBag when sharing information. We’ll be sure to feature your community in our effor ts to reduce single-
use plastics across the world!

6.  Change Community Practice to Policy
Reach out to your legislature and those in your community who have the political power to make a difference 
through policy. Research plastic ordinances or attempts at plastic bans in your region and apply that research, 
as well as your experience with your project, in your discussion with your representatives. Keep in mind that 
a straight plastic bag ban may not be the best way to go about creating positive change, and that the nuances 
associated with bag fees and taxes, as well as single-use paper bags, should be considered. 

Examples of the resources Ear thEcho’s Youth Leadership Council used in the pilot Future in the Bag projects can be 
found and downloaded in the Appendix for use in personal #FITBag initiatives. More information regarding #FITBag 
can also be found on www.ear thecho.org/YLC. 

5E A R T H E C H O . O R G / Y L C
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Two of the more involved par ts of the process are Step 1 and Step 3, so we included some more instructions and 
advice on how to get these steps done smoothly below. 

Venue Selection & Bag Swap Station 

You’re a rockstar, but big projects require par tnership! #FITBag works best as a bag exchange program located in a 
community shopping location. You know your town as well as anyone, so reach out to the places that you, your family, 
and your friends shop, and par ticularly to stores which service low-income and marginalized communities with less 
access to environmental initiatives than customers at, say, expensive health food stores. 

You can opt to work with chain grocery stores or local suppliers, or think outside of the box, some #FITBag stations 
have even been placed at local farmer’s markets. It is important that your par tner cares about the issue, serves a 
broad swath of the community, and will be helpful and committed to making #FITBag work. In an email, phone call, 
or in person, explain your concern about plastic pollution and how easy it is for a par tner store to par ticipate-—
really, all you’re asking is to set up a station at their location, and potentially get help with a kick-off event. Don’t get 
discouraged if some (or many) stores don’t respond; keep trying until you hear back from someone! One common 
situation, especially for youth activists, is getting endlessly redirected to corporate or regional managers that can delay 
progress for weeks. That’s frustrating, but instead of letting it shut down your effor t, move on and try somewhere 
else—one tip is to make a connection with someone who works on-site by showing up in person and telling the 
story of your activism. This strategy shows you’re not just a faceless email address or phone number.

6E A R T H E C H O . O R G / Y L C
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In searching for a par tner, it’s good to remember that stores that already profit from reusable bags by selling them 
at check-out are less likely to go with #FITBag initiatives because you are not necessarily solving a problem for the 
retailer. That said, if you only find these par ticular stores or there is an existing bag exchange program, you can always 
shift focus. For example, when #FITBag ambassadors in Melbourne, Australia realized that bag exchange programs 
already existed in a lot of Australian stores, they found a clever alternative: focusing on the thin plastic produce bags. 
Stores in your community may only offer paper bags, but #FITBag is still a great option for these places, because it 
divests from single-use disposable products in general. Paper still plays a massive role in deforestation, paper bags tear 
easily and thus are not reusable long-term, and paper bags that get food debris on them in the process of carrying 
groceries are not typically recyclable.

Domingo Cortinez, one of the #FITBag project ambassadors in Florida, describes his experience with Step 1: 

“You can star t off by contacting different stores and asking for them to become par tner stores. Emails and/or texts 
are a great place to star t; however, many of the emails you send may not be answered. That does not mean that they 
were not seen though. If you can go to the store and find the store manager, bring up the email as a star ting point 
for the conversation. We advise you to go in person to the store and ask the cashier for the manager. If he/she isn’t 
there, ask when the manager is usually in and come back another day. Once you initiate the program with the store 
manager make sure to get the manager’s email/phone so that you can contact him/her and send updates or ask for 
opinions. You will get a lot more done in person, rather than through text or email. Also we recommend that you 
star t out with local stores, large corporate stores such as CVS or WinnDixie will most likely require the local store 
manager to talk to someone higher up in the company to make the decision.”

7E A R T H E C H O . O R G / Y L C
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Make-A-Bag Kickoff Event  

A key step to bringing #FITBag to your community is making sure 
that people know about it! That means not only letting people 
know what the bag exchange program is and where it’s available, 
but also what it’s about; we want par ticipants to understand the 
role they’re playing in reducing global plastic pollution, plastic-
related sea life deaths, and plastic in the food chain, and why all 
that matters just as much as saving money and keeping the streets 
free of pesky plastic bags.

To star t spreading the word, a kickoff event is super helpful. Host 
it in an accessible location, ideally one in or near your par tner 
store. We recommend structuring these events around bag making, 
because that way consumers are invested in bags that are a par t 
of the exchange – they made them! You can also opt to have 
par ticipants take one bag from the event home, to promote long-
term access to reusables and make sure that the bag exchange 
program is used when people forget their reusables at home, and 
not as the de facto choice. 

It’s important that kickoff events be sustainable, so we ask that you 
not use plastic glitter or tape in your decoration supplies. Similarly, 
the bags should be made with upcycled material—clean, good 
condition old cloth from clothing, cur tains, and whatever else is 
handy! You can look here for ideas about the upcycling process, 
or reach-out to other #FITBag teens for advice on the creation 
process. Be sure to work with your par tner store on this—
they should be able to help with promotion by flyering at their 
location(s), using their newsletter and social media, and maybe 
even having employees staff the event. If you can focus on talking 
to par ticipants about how to make the bag and what #FITBag is 
all about, your par tner can coordinate logistics, provide food, and 
make sure things run smoothly. Also consider reaching out to local 
environmental organizations to contribute volunteers, materials, or 
otherwise get involved. Soon, you’ll be on your way! 

https://inhabitat.com/ecouterre/recycle-an-old-t-shirt-into-a-produce-grocery-bag-diy-tutorial/
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Domingo Cortinez, one of the #FITBag project leads in 
Florida, describes his experience with Step 3: 

“For our event we went into my old elementary school 
and gave a presentation on climate change and plastic 
pollution. We then had the kids compete in a drawing 
contest where they drew something ear th-like or 
environmental. In case going to a school didn’t work 
out, we also went to our local community center and 
gave a talk to a kids ar t and crafts club there as well. 
We also gave the kids a carbon footprint questionnaire 
that they were able to complete in class and then show 
their parents. On the back of the carbon footprint 
questionnaire, there was advice on how to lower their 
household’s carbon footprint. We made sure to mention 
that a reusable bag swap station would be going in to 
their local store and they would be able to make use of  
it.” (You will be able to find the presentation and carbon 
footprint questionnaire in the Appendix.) 

“Thirdly, we decided to go to different printing services 
to design our bag rather than have the kids decorate the 
bags themselves. Although this did turn out to be more 
expensive compared to the other pilot programs, I think 
this was the right decision. We decided that it would 
also be a good idea to have a hang tag on each bag 
that described what a reusable bag swap station is and 
everything that entails. The store manager loved the idea 
because it allowed this bag to be differentiated from 
other reusable bags and it acts as a reminder to return 
the bag as well. I ordered the hang tag from uprinting.
com and the size I recommend is 3” x 4”.” (See appendix 
for hang tag example.) 

“One of the biggest incentives for the store manager 
is that it would help reduce the store’s cost in terms 
of having to buy bags to just give away to customers. 

So the manager believed that this program would help 
lower overall costs for the store. Also, the store manager 
was working on branding his store as the more eco-
friendly alternative compared to other nearby markets, 
so allowing this program to take place in his store 
helped fur ther that branding.” (A Reusable Bag Hang Tag 
example (front and back) as well as a Future in the Bag 
Store Sign example can be found in the Appendix.) 

Another #FITBag project lead in Florida, Maria Fernanda 
Torres, shares her experience with the making and 
decorating of the reusable bags: 

“One of the difficulties we have had is trying to figure 
out how to decorate the bags. We talked to an ar t 
teacher...and she told us some paint can be heavy on 
cloth, causing it to stain the material and possibly other 
objects it comes into contact with. The best solution for 
getting the designs printed on the reusable bags was 
to contact a printing company, and luckily they agreed 
to do a sponsorship with Ear thEcho International to 
reduce the cost of the bags by half. For people trying 
to implement this program in their communities, maybe 
they can try contacting nearby printing companies that 
work with T-shir ts, and discuss what the program is 
about: reducing plastic consumption, which can ultimately 
lead the company to reducing the price since the 
initiative of the program is for a good cause.”

http://uprinting.com/
http://uprinting.com/
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Legislative Action

Once you have established a #FITBag program in your 
community, it is time to communicate what you have learned to 
your local representatives and policy-makers. Sometimes, this 
may involve advocating for increased legislation or regulation 
surrounding the use of single-use plastics in your region. Check 
out the following case study to learn more about how Hawaii has 
approached the problem of plastics. 

CASE STUDY: UNITED STATES - HAWAII
Aloha! My name is Dyson Chee and I am currently a 17-year-old 
high schooler living in Hawaii, and an Ear thEcho Water Challenge 
Ambassador. I really care about the issue of plastic pollution, 
and in the State of Hawaii legislation of various sor ts has been 
enacted on plastic bags on a statewide level, county-by-county. 
I’ll be giving you a step-by-step case study of the four ordinances 
the counties of the State of Hawaii have implemented. Although 
all of these ordinances were implemented before I began to get 
involved in civics, I have seen the after-effects of most of them, 
and I have experience with working on similar plastic pollution 
legislation. Let’s get star ted!  

The first Hawaiian county to pass plastic bag legislation that is 
still in place today was Maui County. Maui County is arguably the 
most environmentally conscious county in the State of Hawaii, 
and their ordinance is currently one of the most powerful bag 
bans in Hawaii. This is a good example of star ting legislation in 
places that are friendly to the environment, as they are more 
likely to be receptive to your ideas and pass bag legislation. I 
personally have found that talking to politicians who are friendly 
to your cause is much more reassuring than talking to politicians 
who oppose banning plastic bags. Not that you should not talk to 
those who oppose a bag ban, but talking to friendly politicians is a 
good place to star t. 
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• Ordinance 3587-Maui County– 
The County of Maui ordinance, passed in 2008, prohibited businesses from providing plastic bags to their 
customers at the point of sale for the purpose of transporting groceries or other goods.  

The next Hawaiian county to pass bag legislation was Kauai County. Kauai County did not ban plastic bags on the 
same level that Maui did, as they allow room for plastic bags to be considered as “reusable” so long as they are “made 
of a durable material at least 2.25 millimeters thick and suitable for reuse.” This is an example of middle-ground 
legislation, where plastic bags are generally banned but with small loopholes that allow for their use sometimes. While 
this legislation can be effective, as we shall see later, this can also have negative consequences. 

• Ordinance NO. 885-Kauai County –
Kauai County’s ordinance in 2009 was less of a complete ban on plastic bags compared to the County of Maui as 
reusable bags included anything “made of a durable material at least 2.25 millimeters thick and suitable for reuse.”  

Next to ban plastic bags was Hawaii County, in 2011. Hawaii County’s ban on plastic bags was similar to Maui 
County’s in that it banned plastic bags with very little room for loopholes. This was an effective ban; however, there 
were many voices in opposition, and the Mayor’s decision to sign this ordinance was with reservations. In fact, 
testimony and comments were in favor of vetoing this bill. This is an example of the kind of pushback you may face 
with a plastic bag ban. Businesses, the plastics industry, and some community members will most likely challenge a 
bag ban and put effor t into preventing it from passing. Once again, as Maui County showed, having the support of 
lawmakers can be the difference when it comes to legislation, whether it be good or bad.

• Ordinance 12-1-Hawaii (Big Island) County– 
The ordinance that Hawaii County passed in 2011, which, similar to Maui County, prohibited businesses from 
providing plastic checkout bags to their customers. 

And now we come to the Hawaiian county to most recently implement plastic bag legislation: the City and County 
of Honolulu. Honolulu is the capital of Hawaii, located on the island of Oahu. Although Oahu is the third largest 
Hawaiian island, its population is greater than all of the other islands combined. Oahu implemented a fee of at least 
15¢ per bag, but still allowed for their usage. They did limit the kind of plastic bags one could get (“one made out of 
durable material suitable for reuse, including plastic that is at least 2.25 mils thick”), but ultimately plastic bags are still 
used and disposed of. Some stores honored the spirit of the law, but others simply used thicker versions of the same 
old plastic bags. In fact, since they had the requirement that plastic bags be thicker, all one could notice was that the 
littered plastic bags were thicker, used more plastic, and made more of a mess. This is an excellent example of what 
can go wrong when plastic bag bans have loopholes that some companies are willing to exploit. Many, including me, 
initially supported this bag tax, but upon seeing its results I began to have second thoughts. Beware of this when you 
support bag legislation!

https://www.mauicounty.gov/DocumentCenter/View/8369/Ord-3587?bidId=
https://www.kauai.gov/Portals/0/PW_Recycling/PlasticBagReductionOrdinance885.pdf?ver=2015-04-22-155309-027
http://www.hawaiizerowaste.org/site-content/uploads/PLASTIC-BAG-REDUCTION-ORDINANCE-12-001-2010-2012.pdf
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• Ordinance 17-37-City and County of Honolulu – 
The ordinance passed in 2016. This amendment introduced new definitions of plastic film bags and stated that, 
after January 1, 2020, plastic film bags will no longer be considered to be “reusable bags.” The City and County of 
Honolulu implemented a bag ban similar to Kauai County, but it added a fee of 15¢ per bag in place.

BAG LEGISLATION IN THE U.S.
As of the time this guide was written, Hawaii and California are the only U.S. states to ban plastic bags on a statewide 
level. Hawaii, as seen above, banned bags county by county. California, on the other side, banned plastic bags 
statewide. Keep in mind that in some California counties, such as San Francisco, EBT, WIC, SNAP, and food stamp 
program transactions are exempt from this law, and are either allowed to use plastic bags or are exempt from the 
bag tax. Hundreds of municipalities such as Seattle, Chicago, and Boston have taken action and banned plastic bags or 
taxed them. 

• Forbes ar ticle that has a list of cities and counties in the U.S. that have banned or taxed plastic bags 

Oregon recently became the third state to pass a comprehensive single-use plastic bag ban. 
https://www.surfrider.org/coastal-blog/entry/oregon-passes-strongest-plastic-bag-ban-in-the-country

#FITBag Ambassadors have influenced policy and decision-making around single-use plastics in their community, many 
before they were even able to vote, as explained by Domingo Cortinez:

“A petition was directed at our mayor requesting a ban on plastic bags in our biggest nearby supermarket, WinnDixie. 
The mayor actually responded after the petition received over 2,638 signatures, saying that it is illegal to ban plastic 
bags in our community but that it would still be a good idea to go to the individual stores themselves to convince 
them to switch to paper. Because of the petition, WinnDixie soon made the voluntary choice to switch from plastic 
to paper bags. This goes to show that if consumers really want a switch, all we have to do is show this to our local 
businesses and stores.”

GLOBAL PLASTIC BAG BANS/TAXES
Below is a map of the nations which have banned or taxed plastic bags, at least to some degree. Provinces and states 
in Canada, the U.S., and Australia are not included as there has been no nationwide ban in these countries. The 
severity of the bans vary; for example, in Kenya, “anyone ‘making, selling, or importing’ plastic bags could face fines of 
up to $19,000 and 4 years in jail.” Finland and Germany, in comparison, have a voluntary agreement for taxing plastic 
bags, which is why they are both colored in gray on the bmap even though their steps are loosely helping to reduce 
the number of plastic bags in use. 

• Priceonomics ar ticle on both U.S. and global plastic bag bans 

http://www.opala.org/solid_waste/pdfs/ORD%252017-37%2520PBB.PDF
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billNavClient.xhtml?bill_id=201320140SB270
http://www.seattle.gov/util/MyServices/Recycling/ReduceReuse/PlasticBagBan/index.htm
https://www.cityofchicago.org/city/en/depts/fin/supp_info/revenue/tax_list/CheckoutBagTax.html
https://www.boston.gov/sites/default/files/final_plastic_bag_ordinance_11.29.17.pdf
https://www.forbes.com/sites/trevornace/2018/09/20/heres-a-list-of-every-city-in-the-us-to-ban-plastic-bags-will-your-city-be-next/#7bcadde73243
https://www.surfrider.org/coastal-blog/entry/oregon-passes-strongest-plastic-bag-ban-in-the-country
https://www.reusethisbag.com/articles/where-are-plastic-bags-banned-around-the-world/
http://www.surfrider.eu/wp-content/uploads/2017/06/report_EUMemberStateslegislations_PlasticBags_web_en.pdf
https://priceonomics.com/where-are-plastic-bags-banned-around-the-world/
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The United Nations has also compiled a report detailing global regulatory trends involving single-use plastic bags and 
related products that is worth reviewing: https://wedocs.unep.org/bitstream/handle/20.500.11822/27113/plastics_limits.pdf 

https://wedocs.unep.org/bitstream/handle/20.500.11822/27113/plastics_limits.pdf
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Steps You Can Take 
Sometimes, it can be hard to decide where to star t 
when it comes to legislative action. It can be even 
more nerve-wracking if you are a young person not 
comfortable or familiar with the legislative process. 
However, lawmakers are often impressed when young 
people are actively involved and engaged in civics. If you 
are a young person, view your age as an asset. Politicians 
will know that you are not there because of special 
interests or as a lobbyist, and that you are sacrificing time 
from your school learning to make your voice heard. 

Start with some quick research to figure out what the 
governing body you are planning to pass legislation 
through and/or talk about the #FITBag pilot project is 
like. You should have a basic understanding of how your 
local community creates and passes laws before you get 
involved. Each country, state, county, and city may have a 
different way they pass laws. For example, in the Hawaii 
State Legislature, you can only introduce bills for a certain 
period of time, and the legislative session (the period from 
when bills are introduced to when they become law) 
lasts only for half a year on an annual basis. In some other 
U.S. States, the legislative session is all year round, or even 
shorter. When you deal with state legislatures, you will 
be dealing with “bills”, but in a county or city, you will be 
dealing with “ordinances”. Most people reach out to their 
representatives or senators, but there are other political 
bodies (city commissions, chambers of commerce, etc) 
that may be able to support you in different ways. 

Next, try to get in touch with a politician or organization 
that is friendly to the environment. You are welcome to 
write up a bill yourself, but working in collaboration with 
a politician or non-profit organization to create a bill that 
implements a plastic bag ban or related legislation will most 

likely save you time and energy. You can try email, phone 
calls, or an in-person meeting. If one does not work, try the 
other. If the politician you are contacting does not answer 
your email within a week, phone calls can get through better. 

Once the legislation is introduced and has become a bill, 
keep track of it! When hearings for the bill are scheduled, 
do your best to submit testimony for them and show up 
in person to testify. When you testify, it can be helpful 
to talk about personal experience. There will be lots of 
facts about plastic bags that can support a ban, but your 
personal experience is something that only you can talk 
about to politicians. Organizations and businesses will 
usually provide the facts for their arguments, but often 
times personal experience—a story about why you 
support a plastic bag ban, for example you see plastic 
bags on the streets all the time—is lacking. 

Get as many people involved as you can, whether it be 
your friends or family. You can also collaborate with other 
organizations that are also trying to push the same plastic 
bag legislation as you. It is super helpful to have the support 
of an organization when it comes to legislation, since it will 
allow you to enjoy credible support, and sometimes they 
will notify you when the next hearing is if you can’t keep 
track of it yourself. It will also give you another friendly and 
familiar face when you testify in person.

Be polite. Even if the politicians are on the other side of 
an issue as you, there is no excuse for being rude, such as 
shouting at them or calling them names. They will be more 
open to what you say if you are respectful and courteous.

Above all, stay encouraged! Many of these plastic bag 
bans were star ted by community members like you.

https://ballotpedia.org/Dates_of_2019_state_legislative_sessions
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Additional Resources:
• Figures on plastic pollution and its impact – http://beachapedia.org/Plastic_Pollution_Facts_and_Figures
• Website with information and resources on plastic-related ordinances –https://www.plasticbaglaws.org/
• Surfrider Plastic Bag Law toolkit – http://publicfiles.surfrider.org/Plastics/Plastic_Bag_Law_Activist_Toolkit_2019.pdf 

Appendix: 
• Future in the Bag Kickoff Event Guide: https://drive.google.com/file/d/1twiXZK645RhshFrejLTl3GClaL8gPiE9/

view?usp=sharing

• Future in the Bag Logo for branding purposes: https://drive.google.com/file/d/1twiXZK645RhshFrejLTl3GClaL8gP
iE9/view

• Bag Kickoff Event Powerpoint Presentation Template: https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1SgMIcFIdcx2Quxw3
GhQRlHvFGlADRSr-dVJDvVtoRJI/edit?usp=sharing

• Example pre-station installation survey: https://forms.gle/SgMZ8ueqJ4HWTFBU7

• Example post-station installation survey: https://forms.gle/yjWNwUyFoqaqcezx6

• Plastic and Climate Change Presentation: https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1htiZzZVbhZhehAsI62AJHLBbN
WOgbTPEL3NeHSGSUK4/edit?ts=5d0401f9#slide=id.p

• Carbon Footprint Survey Example: https://drive.google.com/file/d/0BxYn7ClCXgQsVU1TUjRNRUZZb293YlNIY3
V6dGVKV2d0eC04/view

• Future in the Bag Store Sign Example: https://drive.google.com/file/d/0BxYn7ClCXgQsaDBjODJKUGk1OHRjNnR4
OWZ4QlRoaGhxS3dF/view

http://beachapedia.org/Plastic_Pollution_Facts_and_Figures
https://www.plasticbaglaws.org/
http://publicfiles.surfrider.org/Plastics/Plastic_Bag_Law_Activist_Toolkit_2019.pdf
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1twiXZK645RhshFrejLTl3GClaL8gPiE9/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1twiXZK645RhshFrejLTl3GClaL8gPiE9/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1twiXZK645RhshFrejLTl3GClaL8gPiE9/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1twiXZK645RhshFrejLTl3GClaL8gPiE9/view
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1SgMIcFIdcx2Quxw3GhQRlHvFGlADRSr-dVJDvVtoRJI/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1SgMIcFIdcx2Quxw3GhQRlHvFGlADRSr-dVJDvVtoRJI/edit?usp=sharing
https://forms.gle/SgMZ8ueqJ4HWTFBU7
https://forms.gle/yjWNwUyFoqaqcezx6
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1htiZzZVbhZhehAsI62AJHLBbNWOgbTPEL3NeHSGSUK4/edit?ts=5d0401f9#slide=id.p
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1htiZzZVbhZhehAsI62AJHLBbNWOgbTPEL3NeHSGSUK4/edit?ts=5d0401f9#slide=id.p
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0BxYn7ClCXgQsVU1TUjRNRUZZb293YlNIY3V6dGVKV2d0eC04/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0BxYn7ClCXgQsVU1TUjRNRUZZb293YlNIY3V6dGVKV2d0eC04/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0BxYn7ClCXgQsaDBjODJKUGk1OHRjNnR4OWZ4QlRoaGhxS3dF/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0BxYn7ClCXgQsaDBjODJKUGk1OHRjNnR4OWZ4QlRoaGhxS3dF/view

