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Florida Education Finance Program
• In 1973, the Florida adopted the Florida Education Finance Program (FEFP) 

to equalize funding among school districts and helps implement ‘the 
constitutional requirement for a uniform system of free public education’.
• FEFP considers:

• Local taxes available
• Cost of educating students, including enhanced funding for programs such as special 

education
• District cost differential that accounts geographic differences and local economic 

situations
• Considers small districts (sparsity supplement)

• Funds traditional public schools, charter schools and private school 
vouchers



Florida’s Voucher Programs
Conventional private school vouchers – The Florida Empowerment Scholarships for Educational 
Options (FES—EO) – funds are paid directly to private schools for eligible students. 

Eligibility – Florida resident, 5 years or older, SNAP/WIC eligible (direct certification) or up to 
375% of the federal poverty level. Children in foster care, homeless or children of military or 
law enforcement are eligible regardless of income. Siblings also eligible.

Educational Savings Accounts – (formerly the Gardiner and McKay Scholarships) Florida 
Empowerment Scholarships for Students with Unique Abilities (FES-UA) are paid to parents of 
students with disabilities to use for approved educational expenditures, including tuition,  etc. 
These include for children with disabilities.

Eligibility – no income limit, must have a documented disability. Siblings also eligible.
Tax Credit Vouchers - Florida Tax Credit Scholarships – allows businesses to make donations funding 
these vouchers and receive dollar-for-dollar tax credits.

Eligibility - Florida resident, 5 years or older, SNAP/WIC eligible (direct certification) or up to 
375% of the federal poverty level. 

These vouchers are funded at 100% of full-time, unweighted FTE
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https://www.fldoe.org/finance/fl-edu-finance-program-fefp/fl-edu-finance-program-fefp-calculatio.stml
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https://www.floridapolicy.org/posts/floridas-hidden-voucher-expansion-over-1-billion-from-public-schools-to-fund-private-education
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Florida School Funding Redirected to Private 
Education, 2022-23 Estimates (millions)

Voucher 
Expenditures 

(FES)

State & Local 
FEFP Funding

Vouchers as a 
% of State & 
Local FEFP 

Funding

State FEFP 
Funding

Vouchers as a 
% of State 

FEFP Funding

Sarasota $17.6 $419.2 4.2% $76.6 22.9%
Palm Beach $76.1 $1,702.4 4.5% $595.7 12.8%
Miami-Dade $225.2 $2,913.7 7.7% $1,224.5 18.4%



Summary of Findings
• The amount of public Florida funds being spent on private education 

has grown tremendously over the past 4 years
• In 2022-23, $1.3 billion will be redirected from public school districts 

to private education, 10% of state K-12 education funds through the 
state’s school funding formula
• $1.1 billion more from general revenue that would otherwise be used 

to support state services may be redirected to private education as a 
result of business tax credits too
• The poor timing of budget deductions for vouchers happening mid-

school year makes the funding drain even more challenging
• The impact of vouchers on districts’ budgets ranges up to 9% of the 

total FEFP budget (state and local dollars) as of the start of the 2022-
23 school year.



Implications

• Expanded private school sector without accountability
• Increased segregation and establishment of two systems of education
• Redirection of Title 1 funds to private schools



Recommendations:
Keep Public Funds in Public Schools
• Increase transparency and accountability of the voucher 

process
• Halt further expansion of eligibility
• Cap the amount of funds that can be awarded so school 

districts can plan and manage their budgets
• Support the school districts  impacted by vouchers to cover  

fixed costs and assist students with high resource needs



What To Watch

• The newly adopted House rules establish a new sub-committee to the 
standing Education and Employment Committee
• The Choice and Innovation Subcommittee – Leadership & Membership TBA



What can be done?

• Help raise awareness of the diversion of public school funds
• Share our report with your networks

• Help raise awareness among legislators
• Stay tuned for one pagers for upcoming session

• Stay tuned for an Action Network Page on FPI website



Questions? 
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