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What is Chanukah? 

Bowl Fragments with Menorah, Shofar, and Torah Ark. Date: 300–350. Public domain image courtesy of The Met Fifth Avenue and Rogers Fund, 1918.
Illustration of Relief from the Arch of Titus Rome (Roman soldiers carrying the golden menorah).

Chanukah is 
the Jewish 
eight-day, 
wintertime 
“festival 
of lights,” 
celebrated 
with a nightly 
menorah 
lighting, 
special 
prayers and 
fried foods.

In 
the 

second 
century BCE, Israel was 

ruled by the Seleucids (Syrian-
Greeks), who banned Judaism 
and tried to force the people 
of Israel to accept Greek 
culture and beliefs. Against all 
odds, a small band of faithful 
but poorly armed Jews, led 
by Judah the Maccabee, 
defeated one of the mightiest 
armies on earth. They drove 
the Greeks from the land, 
reclaimed the Holy Temple in 
Jerusalem, and saved Jewish 
ethnicity, culture and religion 
from being lost to history.



Pleated Chanukah Cards Project 
(A step-by-step instruction guide)

Menorah card dreidel card

Pieces:

1  Dreidel Card Shell (Back)
2  Dreidel Card Shell (Front)
3  Dreidel Card Lining
4  Menorah Card Shell (Back)
5  Menorah Card Shell (Front)
6  Menorah Card Lining
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Artwork and project designed by Nicole Zisman for the Barbican



Step 1: Fold the top and bottom tabs.
 
-Start by folding the top and bottom tabs UNDERNEATH THE FRONT, so the    FOLD BACK    
texts are visible when you turn the paper backside up. 
Use the                marks to help you.  

Step 2: Pleat the card front

-Fold the tab labelled ‘Centre Spine’ UNDERNEATH THE FRONT, along the line where the image 
begins, so that the      CENTRE SPINE      text is visible when you turn the paper backside up. 

-Begin folding along the lines where the colour strips meet the black and white strips , folding 
up and down as if making a paper fan. Use the guide marks on the blank side of the artwork to 
help make the folds on the back. It is important that the folds hit these lines.

-When you make your last fold between the final black and white strip and the empty strip, the 
empty strip should be folded down to face the back ( just like the     CENTRE SPINE     tab.)

Step 3: Pleat the card back
-Repeat Steps 1 and 2 for pleating the card back, so you end up with two separate pleated pieces.

Step 4: Glue the centre spines together
-Carefully glue both      CENTRE SPINE      tabs together with Pritt glue or white craft glue. The 
outer shell of the card is now finished.

Step 5: Fold over, or cut off the top and bottom tabs on the lining 
piece along the dashed line. Fold the piece in half inwards along 
the centre spine. 

Step 6: Write your holiday message to your friends and family (on 
the lining piece!)

-Leave a little bit of space on the right and left edges of the card, about two fingers’ width.

Step 7: Glue the outer shells to the card lining to finish your card!
-Place the lining piece in front of the pleated outer shell so that the centre spines line up. Tuck the 
folded blank edges of the pleated outer piece over the clean edges of the lining piece. Carefully 
glue the folded outer edges to the lining. Repeat process for Menorah card. 
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Happy Chanukah!

GLUE






















