
Culture Mile 

Nights
Three evenings of after-dark 

events that explore Smithfield’s 

nightlife, from historical pubs 

to iconic clubs.

21-23 November

#CMNights  @CultureMileLDN 

 Farringdon and Barbican

WHAT’S ON

ABOUT Culture Mile NIGHTS
Culture Mile Nights is a programme 
of after-dark events that explores 
the night time economy of 
Smithfield, from historical pubs 
to iconic clubs.
From the wild debauchery of Bartholomew Fair 
to the 20th anniversary of one of London’s most 
influential night clubs, fabric, the area has a 
fascinating role in the culture of the city, which 
Culture Mile is celebrating through everything 
from pub quizzes to immersive live performance, 
from poet and performer Joshua Idehen through to 
interactive theatre makers Coney.

Within this leaflet you can find more information 
about Culture Mile Night’s programming over 21 
– 23 November, as well as a map to find your way 
around and start exploring.

Please note that many of the Culture Mile Nights 
events take place in licensed venues that serve 
alcohol and can only be accessed by those aged 
18+. Information and programme correct at time 
of printing and may be subject to change.

@CultureMileLDN 
#CultureMileNights 

WHAT IS CULTURE MILE?
Culture Mile is a new home for 
contemporary culture in the ancient 
heart of London’s working capital.
Led by the City of London Corporation, with the 
Barbican, Guildhall School of Music & Drama, 
London Symphony Orchestra and Museum 
of London, Culture Mile enables the discovery 
of inspiring events in unexpected places, from 
Farringdon to Moorgate.

Wander winding medieval streets, marvel at 
architectural wonders and experience incredible 
music, theatre and art all in one day.

Culture Mile would like to thank all participants 
and performers that helped make Culture Mile 
Nights happen, including our venue partners 
and content producers: Andy Taylor, Bird 
of Smithfield, Coney, Dread Broadcasting 
Corporation, fabric, Joshua Idehen, London 
Wall Bar & Kitchen, Made by Play, Malcolm 
Edmonstone, Nathan Palmer, NTS, Piano 
Smithfield, Poet in the City, Resonance FM, 
Smiths of Smithfield, St. Bartholomew’s the Great, 
The Rising Sun, Tom Bolton, Tom MacAndrew 
and Vibes FM.

Visit culturemile.london for more 
information and subscribe to our 
newsletter.
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Tribute to Dread Broadcasting 

Corporation 

Museum of London EC2Y 5HN 

Fri 22 Nov, 7pm - 10pm FREE

Tribute to Dread Broadcasting 

Corporation explores the history and 

legacy of the first black-owned radio 

station in Europe and the first UK pirate 

radio station to broadcast reggae, 

lovers rock, African, soul and funk.

Join us as we bring the spirit of DBC 

back to life, with music, conversation, 

and a glimpse into the DBC archives, 

marking 40 years since Rebel sounds 

hit London’s airwaves.

The Tribute continues with special radio 

shows dedicated to DBC playing on NTS, 

Resonance FM, and Vibes FM across 

Culture Mile Nights. Supported using 

public funding by Arts Council England. 

Oi Barman! in the City with Poet in the City* 

Bird of Smithfield EC1A 9LB 

Thu 21 – Fri 22 Nov, 7.30 & 8.45pm £8 

(including free cocktail) also at 

Martini Bar, Barbican Centre, EC2Y 8DS 

£8 (including free cocktail), step free 

access Sat 23 Nov, 3pm

Oi Barman! is a lovesong to bar life, to 

low pay and late nights; to our fellow 

champions in spirits, and brethren in tips.

In this specially commissioned show, 

spoken word artist Joshua Idehen tells 

the stories of bar staff in and around 

Smithfield and the City of London; an area 

market traders, city traders, and clubbers 

all call their own. Grab a free drink, stand 

at the bar, and hear tall tales of Saturday 

nights and Sunday mornings.

Oi Barman! in the City Afterparty 

Bird Of Smithfield EC1A 9LB 

Fri 22 Nov, 10pm ‘til late FREE.

Join us for a special aftershow party 

celebrating the best of London’s nightlife. 

Featuring DJs, MCs and spoken word 

performances it promises to capture 

the energy and diversity of London’s 

club-culture.

The Future of Club Culture* 

fabric EC1M 6HJ 

Fri 22 Nov, 6 – 8pm FREE 

A FREE drink for early arrivers 

Club culture and night life is changing 

rapidly in London. This night of discussion 

and debate is a collaboration between 

fabric and Culture Mile that will examine 

the role clubs have played both past and 

present, the pressures London’s nightlife 

is under today and whether clubs can 

remain havens for artistic experimentation 

and pushing boundaries. 

The event will also feature a 3600 video 

installation from the Culture Mile project 

Musicity, presented by ARUP, and 

projection mapping from Guildhall School 

of Music & Drama.

Smithfield Night Tours* 

Meet outside Farringdon Tube Station, 

EC1M 6BY, end at Smiths of Smithfield 

Fri 22 & Sat 23 Nov, 6.30pm & 8.30pm 

(tours are approximately 90 minutes) FREE

Smithfield comes to life after dark, as the 

ancient meat market cranks up alongside 

the pubs and clubs. With the area on the 

cusp of major change, follow Tom Bolton 

on a walk around Smithfield’s many pubs 

to explore the area’s layered history of 

trials and executions, riotous summer 

fairs, buried rivers, lost neighbourhoods, 

slaughterhouses and markets - ending, 

of course, with a drink.

Candelit tours of St Bartholomew’s  

the Great EC1A 9DS

Thu 21, Fri 22 and Sat 23 Nov, 6pm, 7pm, 

8pm and 9pm (tours are 30 minutes) FREE 

Join a candlelit tour to discover the secrets 

of London’s oldest church. Founded in 

1123, St Bartholomew the Great survived 

the Great Fire of 1666, the bombs dropped 

in Zeppelin raids in World War I and the 

Blitz of World War II. Home not only to 

stunning Romanesque architecture, the 

church also has its own Damien Hirst 

sculpture, several tombs and monuments, 

and even a few ghost stories…

London Calling: 1979 Panel Discussion 

Museum of London EC2Y 5HN 

Fri 22 Nov 6.30pm – 9.30pm £15

Celebrating Museum of London’s 

The Clash: London Calling display, 

join curator Beatrice Behlen for a panel 

discussion focusing on what it was like 

to live and be creative in London in 1979 

through the influence and experience 

of the women who were part of it all. 

Panellists include Caroline Coon, Alex 

Michon and Gina Birch.

The talk will be followed by an opportunity 

to see The Clash: London Calling display.

The Clash: London Calling 

Museum of London EC2Y 5HN 

Until 29 April 2020, 10am – 6pm FREE

When The Clash’s third album ‘London 

Calling’ was released in the winter 

of 1979 it was clear that the band had 

made an instant classic, an era-defining 

masterpiece which still stands as one 

of rock’s all-time greatest albums.

To celebrate this truly London work, 

the Museum of London will showcase 

a collection of items from The Clash’s 

personal archive including notes, 

clothing, images and music, many 

previously unseen. 

The Jazz Mile 

Piano Smithfield EC1A 9PN 

Sat 23 Nov, 6pm – 2am FREE

Join Jazz musicians from Guildhall School 

of Music & Drama for a night of music 

showcasing some of London’s finest 

emerging talent. Inspired by the Harlem 

Renaissance Jazz scene, seven bands will 

bring you contemporary re-imaginings 

of music from the era in the atmospheric 

confines of Smithfield’s piano bar.

Push to Play 

Around Smithfield 

Throughout Culture Mile Nights FREE

While exploring Smithfield, look out for 

Push to Play, an interactive installation 

by MadeByPlay and Karl Toomey that has 

been set up in a secret location within 

Smithfield. Once you find it, push the 

button for playful activities and challenges 

inspired by the area.

Last Night of the Pleasure Fair* 

The Rising Sun EC1A 7JQ 

Sat 23 Nov, 8pm – 11pm 

£5 (including free drink)

Join Coney for some Saturday night frolics 

and uncover the historical Bartholomew 

Fair, a notorious pleasure fair that ran 

in Smithfield from 1133 to 1855, through 

games, challenges and live performance.

The event will be inspired by elements of 

historical research responding specifically 

to the history of Smithfield and surrounding 

areas and will explore how counter culture 

in London is now under threat.

Into the Night 

Barbican Art Gallery EC27 8DS 

Until 19 Jan 2020, 10am – 9pm 

Standard ticket price £15

This landmark exhibition explores 

the electrifying history of cabarets,  

cafés and clubs in modern art  

across the world. Discover over  

300 works of art, many rarely seen 

 in the UK, as well as life-size  

recreations of avant-garde spaces.

Spanning the 1880s to the 1960s, 

Into the Night celebrates the  

creativity of the spaces in which 

artists, performers, designers, 

musicians and writers gathered 

 to push the boundaries of 

artistic expression.

Look at the map overleaf 

for more venue information

Other events 
around Culture Mile
There’s always plenty to do in and around Culture Mile throughout the year. 
Take a look at some upcoming events below. 

And don’t forget to follow us on @CultureMileLDN for more regular updates 
and news. 

Into the Night: L’Aubette Live 
Every Thu, Fri and Sat evening 7pm until 16 Jan, 

Barbican Art Gallery, FREE with exhibition ticket
Every Thursday, Friday and Saturday the 

Gallery will come to life with a shifting line-up 
of live performances staged in the exhibition’s 

recreation of L’Aubette, the iconic modernist 
club of 1920s Strasbourg.

Provok’d: A Restoration 
Fri 29 Nov – Wed 4 Dec, Silk Street Theatre, 
Guildhall School, £10
As a group of actors come together to 
rehearse period scenes, a rising sense of 
anarchy bubbles up as they question which 
stories deserve to be retold. Restoration 
Comedy collides with original rap and hip hop, 
challenging the parallels between a vicious 
and vibrant moment in theatrical history and 
a contemporary questioning of sexuality, 
gender politics and race.

Wild London: a city shared 
Thu 21 Nov 6.30-8.30pm,  
Museum of London, £12
From community-run energy gardens to 
urban planning for biodiversity, we will explore 
the ways that London is already moving 
towards a future that is sustainable for both 
humans and animals, and what still needs to 
be done.
Join curator Francis Marshall for this talk 
exploring the future of animals in our city.
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* Pre-book tickets and secure your place through the Culture Mile website. 

Limited tickets available on the door.

Photo: ©
 Adrian Boot / w

w
w

.urbanim
age.tv

Photo: ©
 The C

lash

Photo: Suzi C
orker

Photo: M
ark Allan

Photo: M
ark Allan



M
oo

rfi
el

ds

Baltic St

Fann St

Garrett St

BEECH ST TUNNEL

5 MINUTE WALK     FROM BARBICAN STATION
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Old St Station

Old St Station

Liverpool St

Station
(5 min walk    )

Key

  Tube station

  Bus station

  Train stations

  Toilets

  Step-free access

  Food / bars

  Green spaces

  Lake

  Highwalks
Venue 

Locations
Thursday  

21 Nov

Friday 

22 Nov

Saturday 

23 Nov

11

Barbican

  

Into the Night, 

Art Gallery  

10am - 9pm

Into the Night, 

Art Gallery  

10am - 9pm

Into the Night, 

Art Gallery  

10am - 9pm

Oi Barman! in the City, 

Martini Bar 
3pm 

2

Bird of Smithfield

 

Oi Barman! 

in the City, 

7.30 & 8.45pm

Oi Barman! in the City, 

7.30 & 8.45pm.

Oi Barman! in the City 

Afterparty, 10pm ‘til late

3
fabric

  

The Future of 

Club Culture, 

6 - 8pm

4

Farringdon Station

 

Smithfield 

Night Tours, 

6.30pm & 8.30pm 

(tours are approximately 

90 minutes)

Smithfield 

Night Tours. 

6.30pm & 8.30pm 

(tours are approximately 

90 minutes)

5

Museum of London

  

The Clash: 

London Calling, 

10am - 6pm

The Clash: 

London Calling, 

10am - 6pm

London Calling: 1979 

Panel discussion, 

6.30 - 9.30pm

Tribute to Dread 

Broadcasting 

Corporation, 

7 - 10pm

The Clash: 

London Calling, 

10am - 6pm

6

Piano Smithfield

 

The Jazz Mile, 

6pm - 2am

7

The Rising Sun

 

Last Night of the 

Pleasure Fair, 

8pm - 11pm

8

St Bartholomew 

the Great

 

Candelit Tour 

6pm, 7pm, 8pm, 9pm 

(tours are 30 minutes) 

Candelit Tour 

6pm, 7pm, 8pm, 9pm 

(tours are 30 minutes)

Candelit Tour 

6pm, 7pm, 8pm, 9pm 

(tours are 30 minutes)

Culture Mile Nights Planner

#CMNights  @CultureMileLDN


