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What
Since 2010, Musicity has invited musicians and recording artists to compose 
tracks in response to buildings and locations in cities around the world. 
The resulting tracks are geo-tagged so that when you physically visit the 
associated location, you can listen to that track, for free, on your smartphone 
via www.musicityglobal.com

The Musicity experience is available throughout Culture Mile with ten exclusive 
tracks located across this diverse area.

Why
Our aim is to support and promote new music, but also to the transform 
the experience of listening to it. In an age when so much music is available 
in an instant, we want to bring back the joy of seeking it out. We want our 
audience to venture out, to be active not passive consumers of contemporary 
music, to explore cities, and to experience the urban environment in new and 
unexpected ways, through music that is entirely connected to it.

How
Go to www.musicityglobal.com then select an artist/track to find out in 
which part of Culture Mile their track is located.

When you’ve reached a Musicity location, the track will become available 
for you to listen to – in the very place that inspired it.

For more details and updates go to www.musicityglobal.com or follow 
us on Twitter or Instagram @musicityglobal

Culture Mile
Culture Mile is a new home for contemporary culture in the ancient heart 
of London’s working capital.

The City of London Corporation, together with the Barbican, Guildhall School 
of Music & Drama, London Symphony Orchestra and the Museum of London, 
are bringing the area to life with imaginative collaborations and exciting events.

Stretching from Farringdon to Moorgate, Culture Mile inspires visitors to 
wander winding medieval streets, marvel at architectural wonders and 
experience incredible music, theatre and art all in one day.

Musicity
Founded in 2010 by broadcaster and producer Nick Luscombe, Musicity invites 
musicians and recording artists to compose tracks in response to buildings 
and locations in cities around the world.

To date Musicity has commissioned over 100 sound and music pieces from a 
diverse selection of international artists. It has taken its programme of events 
to Tokyo, Singapore, Oslo, Tallinn, Seoul, Beijing, Shanghai and Shenzhen and 
in London with many iterations of the project over the past 8 years.

MUSICITY X CULTURE MILE 

EVENT GUIDE & MAP

A musical and architectural exploration of Culture Mile

Commissioned by Culture Mile in association with the Barbican.
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Citypoint

Barbican Centre Club Stage (Level -1)

Barbican Centre Lakeside

Barbican Centre Sculpture Court (Level 3) 

Beech Street Tunnel

The Charterhouse

St Bartholomew the Great

Smithfield Rotunda Garden

Fabric

New Museum of London Subterranean Spaces

Venues
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EMMA-KATE MATTHEWS 
Barbican Centre Level 1 Club Stage (LEVEL -1)

Architect, artist, musician, composer and 
PhD candidate at the Bartlett School of 
Architecture UCL whose practice is concerned 
with discovering and exploiting creative 
reciprocities between music; as constructed 
sound, and architecture; as constructed space.

Whether or not you’re visiting for an event, 
the Barbican itself is a great space to hang 
out. Roam its public spaces and discover the 
beauty of its Brutalist architecture across the 
centre’s nooks and crannies. Spend some time 
on Level G, the buzzing heart of the centre 
where you can meet, relax and explore our 
programme of free installations, pop-up events 
and small-scale exhibitions.

Mandhira de Saram 
Barbican Centre Sculpture Court (LEVEL 3)

Violin soloist, chamber musician, improviser, 
and collaborator who specialises in 
contemporary and experimental music.

She is a founding member and the leader 
of the Ligeti Quartet, a young string quartet 
which has established a reputation as a 
leading dynamic and imaginative force in 
contemporary and modern music.

Beneath the curve of Frobisher Crescent is a 
layer-cake of activity. The top floors consist 

of residential apartments and Barbican 
Centre offices. The luckiest teams get a 
desktop view of the leafy Sculpture Court 
and its Brutalist, symmetrical staircases. 
Even the embedded air vents are far from 
unremarkable. Below this lies the sweeping 
form of our Curve gallery, a unique space 
that has housed some of our most iconic 
exhibitions.

2   Barbican Centre Club Stage (Level -1)

Tania Nwachukwu 
and Bump Kin 
CityPoint

Nigerian-British writer, poet and performer 
from London whose storytelling springs as 
much from deeply personal matters to the 
lives and experiences of whole communities.

Black in the Day, the project she co-founded, 
aims to piece together the neglected portrait 
of Black lives in Britain over the years.

She is supported here by music producer 
and beat maker Bump Kin.

Citypoint is a 36 storey landmark tower in 
the City of London. It was one of the original 
towers in the City, originally built in 1967 with 
a comprehensive reconstruction in 2001.

There is over an acre of public realm with 
exciting activations year round including 
summer sports and film weeks, Christmas 
markets, weekly street food markets, as 
well as several restaurants, cafes and the 
largest gym in the City.

Robin The Fog 
Beech Street Tunnel

Sound artist and radio producer whose 
work largely falls under the broad term 
‘Radiophonics’ and includes field recording, 
radiophonic composition and documentary.

Beech Street forms a ground level route 
between Barbican tube and Moorgate, 
beneath the Barbican Estate. A product 
of the utopian vision of 1960’s planning, 
it aimed to separate pedestrians above 
from the traffic below. Whilst many enjoy 
the highwalk route above,

Beech Street can still see up to 1,000 
pedestrians per hour travelling through 
this space. Culture Mile has a long term 
ambition to transform Beech Street into 
a user-friendly gateway to arts and 
culture. As you can see on the junction 
with Golden Lane, Banksy has already 
kickstarted this process!

Tom Richards 
New Museum of London Subterranean Spaces

Artist, musician, DJ, researcher and 
instrument designer working between sonic 
art, sculpture and music. Drawing from his 
PhD study (Goldsmiths/Science Museum) 
on the musical innovations of Daphne Oram, 
he has built his own idiosyncratic modular 
electronic music system, with which he 
creates slowly evolving and heavily textured 
polyrhythmic improvisations.

Listeners will be transported through a 
unique performance to the core of West 

Smithfield, which will become a new home 
for the Museum of London in the next five to 
six years. The original market buildings were 
completed in the 1880s and are an incredible 
feat of Victorian engineering by the architect, 
Sir Horace Jones.

The composition is inspired by the cavernous, 
subterranean spaces previously used for 
keeping goods brought into the market via 
the railway line underneath, that still ferries 
Londoners throughout the city today.

Guildhall Electronic Music Department 
EMS Collective 
SmithfIeld Rotunda Garden

An ever changing ensemble of musicians 
and composers connected to the Guildhall 
School’s Electronic Music Studios. Directed 
by Mike Roberts.

Smithfield Rotunda Garden is a pretty, circular 
park, adjacent to the famous Smithfield Meat 
Market. A great place to relax and take in the 

market sites the garden is open from dawn 
to dusk everyday including weekends.

In the Middle Ages Smithfield Rotunda – 
or Smooth Field as it was known – was a 
grim place of public execution. Despite its 
gruesome past, Smithfield Rotunda has been 
a peaceful public open space for 137 years.

Alex Ho 
Barbican Centre Lakeside

A British-Chinese composer based in London 
whose work explores narratives of diasporic 
identity. Alex Ho wrote a piece for solo soprano 
a capella, interpreted by French-born and 
London-based soprano Héloïse Werner.

Hidden away in the middle of the City, the 
Barbican lakeside terrace is a welcome little 

spot of calm. Take in the best views of the 
surrounding architecture, including St. Giles’ 
Church and the monolithic Gilbert House, 
propped up from the lakeside by gravity-
defying concrete columns. Sit back and enjoy 
the serenity with a coffee or a bite to eat from 
the Barbican Kitchen, and while away the hours 
before you explore the rest of the centre.

Kassia Flux 
St Bartholomew the Great

Sound artist, composer and scientist 
who forages and forges material from 
her surroundings, integrating it with 
her electric violin, voice and other 
instruments. Kassia Flux has produced 
a work which engages with the 4th 
dimension [= time] to embody the history, 
space and community within the ancient 
church of St Bartholomew The Great.

St Bartholomew the Great is London’s 
oldest parish church, built when Henry I, 
son of William the Conqueror, was King 
of England. It survived the Great Fire of 
1666 and bombings in both World War 
I’s Zeppelin raids and during the Blitz in 
World War II.

Craig Richards 
Fabric

Visual artist, producer, record collector, 
gentleman of the night and mind altering 
selector who has shaped the musical identity 
of Fabric, the 25,000 square feet underground 
club set in the Metropolitan Cold Stores. A disc 
jockey who refuses to be restricted by genre, 
his sets range from dub reggae, soul and disco 
to the finest house and techno.

Fabric first opened in October 1999; though 
it started as an idea many years prior to that. 
The building alone took over three years 
to convert but the club now stands in the 
renovated space of the Metropolitan Cold 
Stores in Farringdon.

Fari B 
The Charterhouse

Sound artist, composer and arts-broadcaster 
who works with listening, language and the 
environment to question our sense of self and 
our place within the society and nature. 

Opened to the public in 2017, the 
Charterhouse is both a thriving almshouse 
and a stunning seven- acre site embracing 
seven centuries of remarkable lives, lived 
and lost. Originally founded in 1348 during the 

Black Death, the Charterhouse is a hidden 
gem on the edge of the City brimming with 
extraordinary stories of contemplation, 
conspiracy and charity. From Tuesday to 
Sunday, there is free entry to the museum, 
chapel and shop, and the opportunity to 
discover the remains of the Carthusian 
cloister, the grand Tudor interiors and 
courtyards on a guided tour.
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