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Content Announcement 
 

ORA-ORA AT FINE ART ASIA: THE MIGHT OF RIGHT BY CRISTOBAL GABARRON   
 

 
 

Cristóbal Gabarrón at Innovation Tower in Poly U, 2015 

 
HONG KONG – September 28, 2021 Ora-Ora is pleased to unveil a solo show by major Spanish artist 
Cristobal Gabarron, to be presented by Ora-Ora (Booth C3) at Fine Art Asia from October 8-11, 2021. 
 
Ora-Ora will present 11 sculptures by Gabarron, including pieces from landmark series Mille Formes à 
la Conquête de l'Espace (One thousand forms out to gain space), first shown in Cannes in 2017. The 
exhibition is entitled The Might of Right, an allusion to the artist’s tireless international campaigns to 
promote awareness of basic and essential human rights and obligations. 
 
At 76 years old, Cristobal Gabarron is an artist whose renowned passion for equality and fairness has been 
a driving force in his creativity. French art critic and philosopher Pierre Restany once described Gabarron 
as “a great humanist of colour.” His artworks have often played a role in global movements of unity and 
co-operation, with one such example being the large-scale Olympic mural, History of the Olympics, 
inaugurated at the 1992 Games in Barcelona. In the same year, his 100,000 square feet mural at the Seville 
Expo 1992 celebrated the 500th anniversary of the encounter of Europe and the Americas by Christopher 
Columbus and projected a message of harmony and integration. Enlightened Universe, a steel globe 
surrounded by 70 colourful figures holding hands is a ring of defence around the ideals of shared 
humanity, which was inaugurated by the secretary general of the United Nations, Ban Ki-moon, on 
October 24, 2015 in New York City's Central Park to mark the 70th anniversary of the United Nations.  
 
Steeped with a relentless vitality and positive bellicosity, his tempestuous sculptures speak of empathy 
and belief in human potential. Viewed through the prism of global tensions and marginalized peoples, his 
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work is nuanced and subtle, demanding that the viewer probes into motivations and causes before 
arriving at judgment. The restless vivacity conjures up psychological phenomena and eternal paradoxes 
such as fight or flight, where aggressor and victim may merge into one and are worthy of understanding 
and compassion. In the words of Donald Kuspit, Distinguished Professor Emeritus of Art History and 
Philosophy at the State University of New York at Stony Brook and School of Visual Arts, “Gabarron’s 
figures move with…force and momentum… They seem to have internalized some sort of danger and are 
fleeing from it at the same time.” 
 
Ora-Ora co-founder Henrietta Tsui-Leung indicates why she chose this moment to show Cristobal 
Gabarron in Hong Kong: “Fine Art Asia has always been a forum of coming together, and a shared 
milestone in the Hong Kong art calendar. Gabarron’s instinct for dynamism and harmony fits well with an 
ethos of togetherness.” The title of the show underlines the strength and resilience forged in a lifetime of 
commitment: “Gabarron’s appeal is global. His remarkable variety and creativity is powered by a restless 
quest to achieve balance. There is a universal appeal here. He finds the simplicity in the midst of 
complexity.”  
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Cristóbal Gabarrón, Versus XV, 1996, Painted steel, 64 x 40 x 22 cm 

 
This signature combination of weaponized colour and exuberant flamboyance merges with toughness and 
grit. This dichotomy of playfulness and strength is embodied in the choice of materials; Ora-Ora’s 
presentation includes Versus XV (1996), a 64 x 40 x 22 cm sculpture in painted steel. Jazzily-hued, richly 
soaked in colour, yet hard, angular and hatchet-like, the wistful mix of joy and threat lends this work a 
particular poignancy in an adversarial world. Other highlights include the elegant and sinuous Nymph VI 
(45x40x35cm, 2011), an organic, floral steeple of polychromed fiberglass, and the tender Pets 4 
(26x44x24cm, 2012), a paternal hymn in sympathy with the individuality and life force of every living 
thing. 
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Cristóbal Gabarrón, Nymph VI, 2011, Polychromed fibergalss, 45 x 40 x 35 cm 
 
The presentation at Fine Art Asia takes place at the same time as Ora-Ora’s landmark exhibition in its new Tai 
Kwun gallery space, a blockbuster solo show by another Spanish-speaking artist, renowned Colombian 
artist Fernando Botero. Living with Botero begins on October 6 and will comprise paintings and drawings 
never before seen in Hong Kong, most of which the artist lived with and counted among his personal 
favourites. The gallery will be styled as a recreation of his apartment in Bogota, allowing visitors the 
privilege of stepping into the everyday life of Fernando Botero. A range of Botero-themed collectibles 
have been designed specifically for this show and will be on sale at the gallery throughout the exhibition 
period. 
 
Ora-Ora, Booth C3, Fine Art Asia  
Hong Kong Convention & Exhibition Centre 
8-11 October, 2021 
 
 

 END  
 

About Ora-Ora  
Ora-Ora began in Hong Kong in 2006 and quickly established itself as a force and catalyst for innovation 
and openness of expression. Academically rigorous and philosophically-minded, our artists embody a 
fresh spirit of curiosity and enquiry. By interpreting and re-evaluating established frameworks of thought, 
they pursue unforeseen perspectives on the world around us. Ora-Ora believes in the power of eschewing 
boundaries and limitations, and combines an esteem for ancient traditions with a passion for the most 
contemporary and ground-breaking artistic media. Long recognized for our successful development of 
Asian creative talent, we have grown to represent artists from Asia, Europe and the US. Restlessly 
broadening our horizons, we continue to develop alliances and partnerships with institutions worldwide 
to enable discovery of our artists in new environments. 
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Dr. Henrietta Tsui-Leung, co-founder of Ora-Ora, is also co-founder of the Hong Kong Art Gallery 
Association, which has played a lead role in nurturing the diverse and thriving art ecosystem in the city.  
 
About Cristobal Gabarron 
Cristobal Gabarron was born in 1945 in Mula in Murcia, Spain, and divides his time between Spain and the 
United States. He is world-renowned as a proponent of colour in its purest form, a passionate humanist, 
a sculptor and painter, as well as a draftsman and engraver. From a young age, he committed himself to 
life as an artist and initially made figurative canvases of Castilian landscapes (later in his career, major 
works were inspired by such Spanish landmarks as the Alhambra at Granada). His work gradually moved 
through informalism towards abstraction. At the age of 22, he made his debut in galleries in New York and 
Paris. Since the late 1980s, he has worked extensively with the UN to promote human rights awareness, 
creating sculptures such as Enlightened Universe, unveiled in 2015 in Central Park, New York.  Gabarrón 
is also the creator of the United Nations seventieth anniversary poster.  Other notable public artworks 
include the Olympic Mural produced for the Barcelona Olympic Games of 1992, studded with messages 
of peace. He has regularly been hosted by cities seeking to inject his signature brand of colour and vivacity: 
in 2016, the city and museums of Cannes initiated a major retrospective of his sculpture with over 200 
works made of various materials, as well as the debut of the public and private sculpture called Mille 
Formes à la Conquête de l'Espace (One thousand forms out to gain space). In 2017, the city of Amsterdam, 
through the ARTZUID Foundation, showed a selection of 28 monumental works placed in major sites 
throughout the city, such as the Museumplein (Museum Square). Similar events have taken place in 
Geneva (2018) and Valladolid, Spain (2020). Major solo shows have taken place at venues including the 
Patio Herreriano Museum of Spanish Contemporary Art, Valladolid. Spain (2020/2021), China Art Museum 
of Shanghai, and Today Art Museum, Beijing, China (2015), Palais de l’Europe, Strasbourg, France (1990) 
and United Nations, New York (1986). 
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