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23 October 2019 

MEDIA RELEASE  

HOLIDAY SEASON PROVIDES BOOST TO PASSENGER NUMBERS 

Passenger numbers at Queensland Airports Limited’s four ports rose 3.2 per cent in September as 
holidaymakers made the most of the spring break. 

More than 718,250 passengers passed through QAL’s four airports in September this year, representing 
a 3.2 per cent rise on the previous corresponding period. 

The positive results followed softer numbers in August, when QAL’s four ports dipped 1 per cent. 

A summary of the two months results is provided in the table below: 
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August 2019 results 

Airport 2019 2018 Change 

Gold Coast 528,697 536,083 -1.4% 

Townsville 149,696 149,985 -0.2% 

Mount Isa 20,335 19,631 3.6% 

Longreach 3,264 3,307 -1.3% 

Total passengers 701,992 709,006 -1.0% 

September 2019 results 

Airport 2019 2018 Change 

Gold Coast 548,556 536,021 2.3% 

Townsville 147,558 139,985 5.4% 

Mount Isa 18,834 16,721 12.6% 

Longreach 3,309 3,066 7.9% 

Total passengers 718,257 695,793 3.2% 
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Passenger numbers for the company’s largest port, Gold Coast Airport, rose 2.3% during September, 
reflecting strong domestic visitation to the region. 
 
Mount Isa Airport continues to be the standout performer of the QAL group, recording a 12.6 per cent 
jump in passenger numbers during September – the 19th rise for the port in the past 21 months. 
  
QAL CEO Chris Mills said it was pleasing to see passengers make the most of the holiday break during 
September.  
 
“We enjoyed a strong month in September, buoyed by the holiday season, which saw thousands of 
people travel through our ports during the break,” he said. 

“We have just announced more flights with Air New Zealand, and we are eagerly anticipating the Jetstar 
service to Seoul starting in December. 

“But we are also aware of the soft economic conditions and limited domestic capacity at the moment.” 

Mr Mills noted Gold Coast Airport continued to record very high average load factors on key domestic 
routes to Sydney, Adelaide and Melbourne. 
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