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Welcome to our June Branch Newsletter 
This newsletter is to keep you up to date with a number of things that your Branch 

Committee has been involved with this year. 

Congratulations 
To TEU member Professor Jack Heinemann who was recently elected Academic 

Staff Rep on the UC council. This was a contested election which indicates a healthy 

level of engagement with governance here at UC. 

Reviewing GSRR, Bands, Merit points, Progression 
We have long advocated for change to the General Staff Remuneration Review 

(GSRR) system at UC. It's not transparent, or fair, or even honest. Your Branch 

committee was recently approached by Karen Grant of UC People and Culture to 

talk about issues of reward and recognition at UC. Twenty five members responded 

to the invitation and the first meeting was held on Tuesday 20th April and a 

subsequent meeting on Thursday 3rd June. 

Many members will be familiar with the merit point and the Collective Employment 

Agreement phrase "sustained exceptional performance" (E.3.1.3) which is the criteria 

for moving up the salary band above the merit step. UC Jobs are advertised as being 

in a certain band but there is no mention to prospective employees that progression 

in a band effectively stops at the merit point. This issue has a long history at UC and 

the removal of the merit step was first noted as being an unsuccessful bargaining 

claim in bargaining in 1993! 

It looks like we are finally making some progress. 

Academic Freedom Conference 
TEU is hosting an Academic Freedom conference at Massey University Wellington 

on Tuesday 31st August-Wednesday 1st September. There is a wide ranging 

agenda and members are invited to submit expressions of interests in presenting 

papers, creative works, organising a panel, or running a workshop on the topic of 

academic freedom. Your Branch will support TEU Canterbury members who would 

like to attend. Please contact the Branch secretary for the registration details. 














