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ARTICLE 1 GENERAL POLICIES 
 
§ 101 Definitions  
 
For purposes of this Title, the following terms shall mean:  
 
A. “Applicant(s)” means those person(s) who have submitted an Application for Assistance from an 

approved Tribal Program. 
 

B. “Administratively Complete Application” means an Application that provides all information and 
supporting documents required by the applicable Tribal Program Handbook which would allow the 
Tribal Council to review the Application and make a determination on the Application. 
 

C. “Approved Program” of “Assistance Program” means any program or programs approved by the 
Tribal Council as part of this Title of the San Juan Southern Paiute Tribe Law & Order Code to 
provide assistance intended to qualify for treatment under the General Welfare Doctrine. 
 

D. “Assistance” means any benefits or payments under an approved program, which are paid to or 
on behalf of a Beneficiary pursuant to this Title, and which shall be treated as a loan to the Tribal 
Member in the event of forfeiture. 
 

E. “Assistance Options” means the types of assistance offered to Applicants as set forth in this Title, 
or included in the Tribal Assistance Handbooks as amended from time to time by the Tribal 
Council, to meet the specific needs of the San Juan Southern Paiute Tribe and its Tribal Members.  
 

F. “Beneficiary” means an enrolled Tribal Member of the San Juan Southern Paiute Tribe entitled 
to receive welfare assistance pursuant to this Title.  
 

G. “Chapter” means this General Welfare Policy. 
 

H. “Code” means the Internal Revenue Code of 1986, as amended. 
 

I. “Constitution” means the Constitution of the San Juan Southern Paiute Tribe. 
 

J. “Lavish” and/or “Extravagant” shall have the meaning determined by the Tribal Council in its sole 
discretion based on all facts and circumstances, taking into account needs unique to the Tribe as 
well as the social purpose being served by the particular Assistance at hand, except as otherwise 
may be required for compliance with final guidance issued under Internal Revenue Service Code 
Section 139E following consultation between the Tribe and the IRS. 
 

K. “Law & Order Code” means the San Juan Southern Paiute Tribe Law & Order Code. 
 

L. “General Welfare Doctrine” means the doctrine, as recognized by the Internal Revenue Service, 
permitting a sovereign to provide Assistance to Tribal Members on a non-taxable basis. 
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M. “General Welfare Exclusion” means the Assistance treated as non-taxable under the federal income 
tax laws, provided that the Assistance satisfies the requirements for exclusion under Code Section 
139E, is provided under a Safe Harbor Program, or it meets the General Test. 
 

N. “General Test” refers to Assistance that will be treated as meeting the General Test under the 
General Welfare Exclusion if the benefits are (1) paid by or on behalf of the San Juan Southern 
Paiute Tribe, (2) under a Tribal Assistance Program providing a social benefit, (3) based on either 
the needs to the Tribal Community or upon the individual need of the recipient (which need not be 
financial in nature), and (4) are not compensation for services or per capita payments, based on 
common law standards established through applicable court decisions and IRS guidance.  
 

O. “Identified Group” means enrolled Tribal Members who are part of an identified group, such as 
veterans. 

 
P. “Incomplete Application” means an Application that does not include all of the required 

information or supporting documents to allow the Tribal Council to review the Application and 
make a determination on the Application. 

 
Q. “IRS” means the Internal Revenue Service of the United States. 
 
R. “National Family Median Income” means the median income level of all households in the United 

States as published annually by the United States Census Bureau. 
 

S. “Safe Harbor Program” means an Assistance program that meets the safe harbor requirements set 
forth in this Title and IRS Revenue Procedure 2014-35, as the same may hereafter be amended.  
Need shall be assumed for Assistance provided under a Safe Harbor Program. 

 
T. “Title” means this Title 8 of the San Juan Southern Paiute Tribe Law & Order Code. 

 
U. “Tribal Administration” means the administrative employees appointed by the Tribal Council that 

are responsible for determining if an Applicant has provided an Administratively Complete 
Application. 
 

V. “Tribal Administration Office” means the office designated by the Tribal Council where 
Applicants may obtain and submit Program Applications. 
 

W. “Tribal Assistance Program Handbook(s)” means the Handbook(s) adopted by the Tribe for each 
Assistance Program which sets forth the requirements, policies and procedures for the 
administration of the Assistance Program(s). 
 

X. “Tribal Council” means the duly elected governing body of the San Juan Southern Paiute Tribe, a 
federally recognized Indian tribal government. 

 
Y. “Tribal Income and Need Requirements” means the minimum standard of living and income 

requirements established for each Tribal Assistance Program. 
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Z. “Tribal Member” or “Enrolled Tribal Member” means an officially enrolled member of the San 

Juan Southern Paiute Tribe. 
 
[Legislative History: Enacted by Resolution No. 2018-72, 10/5/2018] 
 
§ 102 Purpose 
 
The San Juan Southern Paiute Tribe, a federally recognized tribal government, exercises its inherent rights 
of sovereignty to promote the general welfare of the Tribe, its self-determination, self-governance, culture, 
and tradition by providing general welfare assistance, including Indian general welfare benefits within the 
meaning of Internal Revenue Code Section 139E. The Tribe provides Assistance to Tribal Members and 
desires to affirm its sovereign right to do so on a non-taxable basis, pursuant to the General Welfare 
Doctrine. Both the United States Congress, through its enactment of the Tribal General Welfare Exclusion 
Act of 2014, and the Internal Revenue Service, through its traditional application of the general welfare 
doctrine and subsequent guidance, has recognized the sovereign right of Indian tribal governments to 
provide financial Assistance to its Tribal Members under certain circumstances on a non-taxable basis. The 
purpose of this Title is to establish requirements that must be satisfied by Tribal Members applying for 
Assistance from the Tribe and to establish procedures that will be used in determining the eligibility for 
general Assistance benefits. Further, it is the intent of the Tribal Council that all Assistance provided under 
this Title either complies with the general welfare exclusion and Code Section 139E, and/or: 
  
A. Is made under an Approved Program; 
 
B. Is available to any Applicants who satisfy the program requirements, subject to budgetary 

constraints; 
 
C. Is made under an Approved Program that does not discriminate in favor of members of the Tribal 

Council or their families; 
 
D. Is not provided as compensation for goods and/or services; and  
 
E. Is not lavish or extravagant under the facts and circumstances, as determined by the Tribal Council.  

 
[Legislative History: Enacted by Resolution No. 2018-72, 10/5/2018] 
    
§ 103  Ratification of Prior Acts; Legislative Intent 
 
A. The Tribal Council, acting as the legislative body of the Tribe and acting through its duly-elected 

Tribal Council Members, has traditionally exercised the Tribe's sovereign right to provide 
financial assistance to Tribal Members in order to promote the welfare and best interests of the 
Tribe. 
 

B. The enactment of this Title shall not be construed in a manner to invalidate any prior acts and 
exercises of the Tribal Council providing Assistance prior to the effective date of this Title. 
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C. The Tribal Council directs that all such need-based Assistance provided to promote the general 

welfare of the Tribe is, and has been, intended to reflect the sovereign act of the Tribe under the 
General Welfare Doctrine. 
 

D. This Title does not create or establish welfare assistance rights, which are hereby declared to be 
an inherent right of sovereignty vested in the Tribal Council. Rather, this Title is intended to 
confirm, clarify, and codify the procedures used in awarding such Assistance. 

 
[Legislative History: Enacted by Resolution No. 2018-72, 10/5/2018] 
 
§ 104 General Welfare Doctrine 
 
A. The Internal Revenue Service recognizes that Assistance by a Tribal government to Tribal 

Members under a legislatively provided social benefit program for the promotion of the general 
welfare of the Tribe are excludable from the gross income of those Tribal Members who receive 
such Assistance. In addition, the Internal Revenue Service, in IRS Revenue Procedure 2014-35, 
provided for safe harbor programs under which, if approved and in writing, a need would be 
presumed and benefits would be excluded.  
 

B. The Assistance authorized by this Title is intended to qualify for such favorable tax treatment under 
the General Welfare Doctrine to the fullest extent permitted at law.  

 
C. All amounts budgeted by the Tribe for Assistance shall remain general assets of the Tribe until such 

payments are disbursed.  
 
D. The welfare assistance payment arrangements authorized by this Title may be funded by gaming 

revenues collected by the Tribe pursuant to the San Juan Southern Paiute and State of Arizona 
Compact of 2003, and shall be limited to funds appropriated by the Tribal Council for such 
purposes. 
 

E. The general welfare benefits covered by this Title are intended to qualify for favorable tax treatment 
under the General Welfare Exclusion to the fullest extent permitted by law. Without limitation, the 
following benefits shall be treated as non-taxable under this Title: (1) benefits that satisfy the 
requirements for exemption under Code Section 139E, (2) benefits that are provided under an IRS 
Safe Harbor Program, (3) benefits that qualify for exclusion under the IRS General Test, or (4) 
benefits that meet another express exemption under the Code, such as the exemption provided for 
Tribal medical expenses under Code Section 139(D), or that meet other recognized exemptions 
including, for example, resource or land-based exemptions under 25 U.S.C. Sections 117a-b, 1407 
and 1408.  

    
[Legislative History: Enacted by Resolution No. 2018-72, 10/5/2018] 
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§ 105  Non-Resource Designation 
 
Assistance provided hereunder is made from the assets of the Tribal government. All payments are 
therefore subject to the availability of budgeted Tribal government funds and the Tribe does not 
guarantee any payments hereunder. Benefits paid hereunder on the basis of need shall not be treated as 
a resource of the Tribal Member for any purpose. The Tribal Council reserves the right to cancel or 
revoke any such benefits that are treated as a resource of the Tribal Member. 
 
[Legislative History: Enacted by Resolution No. 2018-72, 10/5/2018] 
 
§ 106  Governing Law; Sovereignty  
 
All rights and liabilities associated with the enactment of this Title, or the Assistance payments made 
hereunder, shall be construed and enforced according to the laws of the Tribe. Nothing in this Title or 
any related policies or procedures shall be construed to make applicable any laws or regulations which 
are inapplicable to the Tribe or from which the Tribe is entitled to exemption because of its sovereign 
status. 
 
[Legislative History: Enacted by Resolution No. 2018-72, 10/5/2018] 
 
§ 107  Federal Trust Obligation 
 
The Tribe reserves the right to provide Assistance in circumstances where federal funding is insufficient 
to operate federal programs designed to benefit Applicants and when federal funding is insufficient to 
adequately and consistently fulfill federal trust obligations to the Tribe. The adoption of Approved 
Programs is not intended to relieve or diminish the federal government of its funding and trust 
responsibilities to the Tribe. Noting herein shall waive he Tribe’s right to seek funding shortfalls or 
enforce the trust rights of the Tribe and its Tribal Members. The Tribe shall be entitled to government-
to-government consultation and coordination with the federal government for General Welfare 
Programs and Assistance provided by the Tribe pursuant to this Title. 

 
[Legislative History: Enacted by Resolution No. 2018-72, 10/5/2018] 
 
 
ARTICLE 2 PROGRAM REQUIREMENTS  
 
§ 201 Tribal Council Approved Programs 
 
The Tribal Council shall designate those Approved Programs for which funds will be budgeted each fiscal 
year, consistent with the purposes of this Title. Approved Programs shall only include Approved Programs 
that are designated in this Title and shall be consistent with the General Welfare Doctrine as to purpose, 
eligibility and funding. 
 
[Legislative History: Enacted by Resolution No. 2018-72, 10/5/2018] 
 
§ 202 Purpose of Approved Programs 
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Approved Programs shall be limited to the purposes consistent with treatment under the General Welfare 
Doctrine. Such purposes may include, for example, assistance for medical care, shelter, and subsistence 
benefits. Any Approved Program must be established and operated to promote the general welfare of the 
Tribe, including programs designed to enhance the promotion of health, education, self-sufficiency, self-
determination, tribal image and the maintenance of culture and tradition, entrepreneurship, and the 
employment of Tribal Members. 
 
[Legislative History: Enacted by Resolution No. 2018-72, 10/5/2018] 
 
§ 203 Eligibility for Tribal Assistance 
 
Assistance intended to qualify for General Welfare Doctrine treatment shall be limited to Tribal Members 
of the San Juan Southern Paiute Tribe and shall be in accordance with the requirements of this Title and the 
applicable Tribal Program Handbook for each Assistance Program. 
 
[Legislative History: Enacted by Resolution No. 2018-72, 10/5/2018] 
 
§ 204  Limited Use of Assistance Payments 
 
All Assistance disbursed pursuant to this Title must be used for the purpose stated in the Approved Program 
description and in the Beneficiary's Application for the applicable Assistance. 
 
[Legislative History: Enacted by Resolution No. 2018-72, 10/5/2018] 
 
§ 205 Misappropriation of Assistance Funds, Property or Information; Penalties 
 
A. Any person who knowingly and willfully misappropriates Tribal Program Assistance funds, 

property or information for personal or other use not in the interest of the Tribe shall be subject to 
civil and criminal penalties or disciplinary action as authorized by applicable law and policies. 
 

B. In the event Assistance benefits are used or pledged by the Beneficiary for a purpose inconsistent 
with the purpose set forth in the applicable Approved Program and the Beneficiary's Application, 
the Beneficiary shall be deemed to have forfeited the Assistance benefits and shall be required to 
repay the Assistance benefits to the Tribe. 

 
C. Any alleged misappropriation or misuse of Assistance funds, property or information shall be 

brought to the immediate attention of the Tribal Administration and Tribal Council in writing by 
any person with knowledge of an alleged misappropriation or misuse of Assistance benefits.  

 
D. Upon receiving notice of an alleged misappropriation or misuse of Assistance benefits, the Tribal 

Council shall determine whether it will hold a hearing for the person who is alleged to have misused 
or misappropriated Assistance benefits or defer to the Tribal Court or another court of proper 
jurisdiction. 
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E. For Tribal Council hearings, the person in question shall be afforded due process, including a 
written statement of the charges, the right to respond to those charges and the right to present 
witnesses and other evidence in his or her defense. The decision of the Tribal Council shall be final 
and shall be appealable to the Tribal Court only if a claim is made by the Beneficiary that due 
process rights were not afforded.  

 
F. A person found to have misappropriated or misused Assistance benefits must wait five (5) years 

from the date of the decision to apply for Assistance from the Tribe again. A person found to have 
misappropriated or misused Assistance benefits a second time must wait ten (10) years from the 
date of the decision to apply for Assistance from the Tribe again. A person found to have 
misappropriated or misused Assistance benefits a third time shall not be permitted to apply for 
Assistance. 

 
G. Forfeited benefits may be offset by any other payments owed to a Tribal Member by the Tribe, 

including, but not limited to, per capita payments, if such offset is necessary to secure the repayment 
of forfeited Assistance benefits. 

 
[Legislative History: Enacted by Resolution No. 2018-72, 10/5/2018] 
 
§ 206  Forfeiture 
 
In addition to the forfeiture of Assistance benefits under Section 205 of this Chapter, the Tribal Council 
may require the forfeiture of Assistance benefits to a Beneficiary should said benefits be treated as a 
resource detrimental to the Tribe or a Beneficiary. 
 
[Legislative History: Enacted by Resolution No. 2018-72, 10/5/2018] 
 
§ 207 Needs Basis; Eligibility Certification 
 
A. All Assistance disbursed pursuant to this Title shall be needs based and available solely to 

Beneficiaries whose income is at or below the U.S. Census Bureau’s National Family Median 
Income level in effect at the time Assistance benefits are paid. Notwithstanding the foregoing, the 
Tribe shall comply with all income and need requirements required by any funding source specific 
to any Tribal Assistance Program. 
 

B. A Beneficiary must certify his or her financial needs, and certify that the Assistance benefits do not 
exceed the amount of the Beneficiary's financial need. 

 
C. Procedures for certifying a Beneficiary's eligibility for Assistance under the general Tribal Income 

and Need Requirements for each Tribal Program shall be included as part of each Tribal Program 
Handbook.  

 
D. After an initial certification, each Beneficiary shall be required to report any material change in 

financial circumstances and shall, in that case, be re-evaluated for continuing eligibility. Each 
Beneficiary will be required to certify upon each application for Assistance whether he or she has 
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experienced any material change in financial circumstances since his or her last needs evaluation. 
All Beneficiaries must also be re-evaluated annually. 

 
[Legislative History: Enacted by Resolution No. 2018-72, 10/5/2018] 
 
§ 208 Tribal Income and Need Requirements 
 
Minimum standards of living and income requirements for purposes of determining a Beneficiary's 
qualification for needs based benefits shall be established by the Tribe and incorporated into each Tribal 
Assistance Program Handbook. The Tribe may look for guidance to federal requirements such as the federal 
poverty levels and federal earned income credit levels. However, the Tribe, as the sovereign government 
of the San Juan Southern Paiute Tribe, shall retain ultimate authority in establishing minimum standards of 
living in San Juan Southern Paiute Tribe communities. In doing so, the Tribal Council may take into account 
such issues as the number of dependents in a household, the level of household income, and household 
expenditures, and the average and median incomes in the Beneficiary's community, municipality or county. 
 
[Legislative History: Enacted by Resolution No. 2018-72, 10/5/2018] 
 
§ 209 Limitations on Amounts Provided for Welfare Assistance Programs 
 
The Tribal Council shall adopt requirements establishing the maximum Assistance payments to be made to 
Tribal Members for certain specified purposes. Such requirements shall also include factors to be used in 
determining whether the Tribal Council should permit a deviation from the payment limitations in certain 
circumstances and limitations with respect to the frequency of applications for Assistance. 
 
[Legislative History: Enacted by Resolution No. 2018-72, 10/5/2018] 
 
§ 210 Annual Budgeting; Unfunded Program 
 
A. The Tribal Council shall annually designate those funding sources that are available for the 

payment of Assistance benefits for each Tribal Assistance Program as part of the Tribe’s annual 
budgeting process. Sources that may be considered may include, but not be limited to, those from 
the San Juan Southern Paiute Tribe.  
 

B. Notwithstanding anything to the contrary, the Assistance payments authorized by this Title shall 
be "unfunded" for tax purposes and no Beneficiary shall have an interest in or right to any funds 
budgeted for or set aside for Assistance payments until paid. Assistance benefits shall remain the 
assets of the Tribe until distributed, and the Approved Programs shall be administered at all time 
to avoid the doctrines of constructive receipt and/or economic benefit.  

 
[Legislative History: Enacted by Resolution No. 2018-72, 10/5/2018] 
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§ 211 Anti-Alienation 
 
A Tribal Member’s rights to apply for welfare assistance payments under this Title are not subject to 
anticipation, alienation, sale, transfer, assignment, pledge, encumbrance, attachment or garnishment by 
creditors of the Tribal Member or his or her Beneficiaries. 
 
[Legislative History: Enacted by Resolution No. 2018-72, 10/5/2018] 
 
 
ARTICLE 3 PROGRAM ADMINISTRATION; APPLICATION PROCEDURES; APPEALS 
 
§ 301 Tribal Administration  
 
A. In order to facilitate the processing of Applications, the Tribal Council shall appoint three (3) or 

more employees of the Tribal Administration who shall have the responsibility to review submitted 
Applications, and determine whether the Application is an Administratively Complete Application 
or an Incomplete Application. 

 
B. The Tribal Administration is empowered to take such actions as necessary for the proper 

administration of the Tribal Assistance Program Applications, including, but not limited to, 
obtaining additional information and supporting documents from Applicants to ensure the 
completeness of Applications for Assistance. 
 

C. The Tribal Administration shall accept for review all Applications submitted in accordance with 
the requirements of §305 of this Chapter. 

 
[Legislative History: Enacted by Resolution No. 2018-72, 10/5/2018] 
 
§ 302  Tribal Council  

 
A. The Tribal Council shall meet on the third Tuesday of each month (unless a Tribal holiday) to 

review Administratively Complete Applications. In the event this meeting would otherwise fall on 
a Tribal holiday, the Tribal Council meeting shall be held two business days following the holiday. 
 

A. Tribal Council Members shall comply with the Tribe’s Code of Ethics, including, but not limited 
to, recusal from voting due to a conflict, and all other provisions of the San Juan Southern Paiute 
Tribe Law & Order Code.  

 
[Legislative History: Enacted by Resolution No. 2018-72, 10/5/2018] 
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§ 303 Tribal Assistance Program Handbooks 
 
A. The Tribe shall adopt a Tribal Assistance Program Handbook for each Approved Program that 

shall, at a minimum, conform to the requirements of this Title, the General Test, and further 
provide: 

 
1. A description of the Program; 

 
2. Eligibility rules, requirements and limitations, including, but not limited to, Income and 

Needs Requirements; 
 

3. Procedure for certification and re-certification of Beneficiary eligibility; 
 

4. Application procedures; 
 

5. Application forms; 
 

6. That each Beneficiary must be an enrolled member of the San Juan Southern Paiute Tribe; 
 

7. That Assistance shall not represent compensation for any services (past, present or future);  
 

8. Where Assistance does not qualify for exemption under Code Section 139E, Assistance 
shall be awarded based on financial need and available solely to Beneficiaries whose 
income satisfies the minimum Income and Needs Requirements in effect at the time 
Assistance is provided. 

 
B. Any provision of a Tribal Assistance Program Handbook that conflicts with the requirements of 

this Title shall be null and void. 
 
[Legislative History: Enacted by Resolution No. 2018-72, 10/5/2018] 
 
§ 304 Approval of Tribal Assistance Program Handbooks 
 
If the Tribal Council does not adopt, approve, reject or amend a Tribal Assistance Program Handbook for 
an Assistance Program required by this Chapter within 45 days after an Assistance Program Handbook, or 
a proposed amendment thereto, is submitted in writing to the Tribal Council, the Assistance Program 
Handbook, or any proposed amendment thereto, shall be deemed automatically approved by the Tribal 
Council to the extent it does not conflict with any other provision of this Title or any other applicable law, 
policy or procedure of the Tribe. 
 
[Legislative History: Enacted by Resolution No. 2018-72, 10/5/2018] 
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§ 305 Application Submittal Process 
 
A. Tribal Program Handbooks and Application forms shall be made available to any Applicant 

requesting it at the Tribal Administration Office and may be provided in electronic or paper copy 
form. The Tribal Program Handbooks and Application forms shall also be posted on the Tribe’s 
official website.  
 

B. Applicants may hand-deliver or mail Applications to the Tribal Administration Office. 
Applications shall not be submitted by email. The Tribe is not responsible for lost mail and 
Applicants are responsible for verifying that the Tribal Administration has received the Application 
and any other information or supporting documents that are requested. 
 

C. The Tribal Administration shall date stamp all Applications upon receipt with the date, time and 
name of the employee taking custody of the Application and supporting documents. 
 

D. All Applicants must provide all necessary information and supporting documents as part of the 
Application for any Assistance Program. Applications that are missing required information or 
supporting documents will be deemed Incomplete by the Tribal Administration. 
 

D. Within ten (10) business days of receiving an Application the Tribal Administration shall send a 
written notification by U.S. Mail to the Applicant stating whether the Application is determined to 
be Administratively Complete or Incomplete.  
 

E. Notification by the Tribal Administration of an Administratively Complete Application shall 
include the date on which the Application will be considered by the Tribal Council. 
 

F. Notification by the Tribal Administration of an Incomplete Application shall include instructions 
to the Applicant stating how to cure any defect in the Application or supporting documents required 
to be submitted pursuant to the requirements of this Title or the Tribal Program Handbook(s) for 
the Applicant to have an Administratively Complete Application that is ready to be reviewed by 
the Tribal Council. 

 
E. Within ten (10) business days of receiving all requested supplemental information or documents 

from an Applicant, the Tribal Administration shall inform an Applicant in writing by U.S. mail 
when an Application is deemed an Administratively Complete Application and inform the 
Applicant of the date when it will be considered by the Tribal Council. 

 
F. Failure of an Applicant to provide all additional information or supporting documents requested by 

the Tribal Administration for a period of 60 days or more shall result in the automatic dismissal of 
the Application. Applications which are automatically dismissed must be resubmitted in order to 
begin the Application process again.  
 

G. Administratively Complete Applications shall be presented to the Tribal Council in accordance 
with § 306 of this Chapter. 
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[Legislative History: Enacted by Resolution No. 2018-72, 10/5/2018] 
 
§ 306  Tribal Council Review and Determination  
 
B. Except Applications for Emergency Assistance that may require a special meeting of the Tribal 

Council, all Administratively Complete Applications for each Assistance Program shall be 
considered by the Tribal Council in order based upon the date an Application was determined as 
Administratively Complete by the Tribal Administration. 
 

C. The Tribal Council shall have the authority to construe Program eligibility and other terms and 
conditions to the extent not inconsistent with the requirements of this Title. 

 
D. The Tribal Council shall meet on the third Tuesday of each month (unless a Tribal holiday) to 

review Administratively Complete Applications. In the event this meeting would otherwise fall on 
a Tribal holiday, the Tribal Council meeting shall be held two business days following the holiday. 

 
E. The Tribal Council may meet more often if an emergency exists or the volume of Applications 

requires additional review time. 
 
F. The Tribal Council shall review Administratively Complete Applications and make a determination 

of eligibility and the level of Assistance to be provided in accordance with the requirements of this 
Title and all applicable Tribal laws, regulations, requirements, policies and procedures pertaining 
to the Assistance Programs.  

 
G. The Tribal Council shall not impose any additional restrictions or requirements or modify the level 

of Assistance to be provided unless otherwise authorized by this Title or the applicable approved 
Tribal Assistance Program Handbook. 

 
H. The Tribal Council shall only have authority to grant Assistance for any Application that does not 

exceed the threshold for individual Assistance as determined by each Assistance Program and that 
does not exceed the annual appropriations made by the Tribal Council for each Assistance Program 
in accordance with the Tribal budget adopted by the Tribal Council for each fiscal year. Any grant 
of Assistance which exceeds the authorized amounts or the Tribal budget allocated to that Tribal 
Program shall be null and void. 

 
I. A majority vote of a quorum of the Tribal Council shall be required for all decisions regarding 

Administratively Complete Applications and the votes of each Tribal Council Member shall be 
documented in the meeting minutes of the Tribal Council for each meeting. Review of Applications 
may be substantially conducted in executive session in order to preserve the confidentiality of 
Applicant information and need, provided that all votes are conducted in the public portion of the 
meeting. 
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J. Within 30 days of a Tribal Council Meeting reviewing Administratively Complete Applications, 
the meeting minutes shall be submitted by the Tribal Secretary to the Tribal Administration for 
Tribal record-keeping purposes. 

 
[Legislative History: Enacted by Resolution No. 2018-72, 10/5/2018] 
 
§ 307 Appeals and Remedies. 

A. Right to Appeal. Any Applicant who has submitted an Application shall have the right to appeal to 
the Tribal Court of the San Juan Southern Paiute Tribe, provided that the Tribal Court shall only 
have jurisdiction to address appeals alleging that the Constitution and/or the Law & Order Code 
has been violated. 

B. Where to File the Appeal. All appeals shall be filed with the Tribal Court pursuant to the appeal 
procedure established in Title 5 of the Law & Order Code.  

B. When to File Appeal.  All initial appeals pursuant to this Article shall be filed within 30 days of the 
receipt of a notice informing the Applicant that their Application for assistance under a Tribal 
Program pursuant to this Title has been rejected or within 30 days of an alleged violation of the 
Tribal Constitution and/or the Law & Order Code.  
 

C. Remedies. With regard to appeals made pursuant to this Section, the Tribal Court shall have the 
jurisdiction to order compliance with the Tribal Constitution and/or Law & Order Code. Decisions 
of the Tribal Administration or Tribal Council shall only be set aside if arbitrary, capricious, an 
abuse of discretion, or otherwise not in accordance with law.  

[Legislative History: Enacted by Resolution No. 2018-72, 10/5/2018] 
 
 
ARTICLE 4 GENERAL WELFARE EXCLUSION 
 
§ 401 Indian General Welfare Benefits (Code Section 139E) 
 
Programs that meet the following criteria for exemption under Code Section 139E shall be treated as non-
taxable Assistance under the General Welfare Exclusion without the Applicant having to demonstrate 
individual need: 
 
A. General Criteria for Qualification under Code Section 139E. Each payment made or service 

provided to or on behalf of a Tribal Member pursuant to an Approved Program under this Title 
shall be treated as non-taxable Assistance under the General Welfare Exclusion so long as the 
following criteria are met: 
 
1. The Program is administered under specific requirements and does not discriminate in 

favor of the members of the governing body of the San Juan Southern Paiute Tribe;  
 

2. Program benefits are available to any Member who meets such requirements; 
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3. Program benefits are for the “promotion of the general welfare”; 

 
4. Program benefits are not Lavish or Extravagant”; 

 
5. Program benefits are not compensation for services (past, present or future); 
 

B. Ceremonial Activities. Any items of cultural significance, reimbursement of costs, or cash 
honorarium for participation in cultural or ceremonial activities for the transmission of Tribal 
culture shall not be treated as compensation for services.  
 

[Legislative History: Enacted by Resolution No. 2018-72, 10/5/2018] 
 
§ 402 Internal Revenue Service Safe Harbor Programs  
 
Programs that meet the following general criteria for safe harbor treatment, and provide qualifying safe 
harbor benefits shall be treated as non-taxable Assistance under the General Welfare Exclusion without 
Applicant having to demonstrate individual need: 
 
A. General Criteria for Safe Harbor Treatment, Each Safe Harbor Program shall satisfy the following 

criteria: 
 
1. The benefit is provided under a specific Approved Program of the San Juan Southern Paiute 

Tribe; 
 

2. The Program has written requirements specifying how Tribal Members may qualify for the 
benefit; 

 
3. The benefit is available to any Tribal Member who satisfies the Program eligibility criteria 

subject to budgetary restraints; 
 

4. The distribution of benefits from the Program does not discriminate in favor of the Tribal 
Council of the San Juan Southern Paiute Tribe; 

 
5. The benefit is not compensation for services (past, present or future); 

 
6. The benefit is not Lavish or Extravagant under the facts and circumstance, as determined by 

the Tribal Council. 
 
B. The following Approved Programs found in this Title may provide benefits as a Safe Harbor 

Program. The Programs listed in the parenthetical language are illustrative only rather than an 
exhaustive list. Thus, an Approved Program benefit may qualify for exclusion from gross income 
as a Safe Harbor Program even though the benefit is not expressly described in the parenthetical 
language, provided that it meets all other requirements of this Title and IRS Revenue Procedure 
2014-35 (as it may be amended): 
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1. Housing Assistance Programs relating to principal residences and ancillary structures that are 

not used in any trade or business, or for investment purposes that provide (1) housing 
accessibility assistance, (2) housing rehabilitation, repair and renovation assistance, and (3) 
safety and livability assistance such as driveway repair and sidewalk access. 
 

2. Education Assistance Programs that provide students with assistance for (1) scholarships, 
tuition and living allowance, (2) childcare, (3) tutoring and supplies for school and 
extracurricular activities, (4) reimbursement of student loans. 

 
3. Job Training Assistance Programs that provide assistance for (1) workforce and job training, 

(2) job and career counseling, (3) clothing allowance, (4) childcare, and (5) temporary work 
allowance. 

 
4. Elder Assistance Programs for Tribal Members who are at least 55 years old or as otherwise 

required by law that provide (1) housing improvements (specifically heating and utility 
assistance), (2) meal delivery and/or food preparation, and (3) local transportation. 

 
5. Funeral Assistance Programs providing assistance for (1) funeral and burial expenses, (2) 

bereavement event assistance, and (3) local transportation assistance. 
 

6. Emergency Assistance Programs, providing assistance for (1) transportation emergencies, (2) 
temporary relocation and shelter, (3) cost of transportation, meals and lodging while receiving 
medical care away from home. 

 
7. Other Approved Programs that assist in the payment of other items or services that fit within 

the intent and purpose of the safe harbor but may not be identified in explicitly in this Title, 
provided that (1) the expense is consistent with the purpose and intent of one or more of the 
safe harbor categories, and (2) all other criteria of the safe harbor and/or Code Section 139E 
are met.  

 
[Legislative History: Enacted by Resolution No. 2018-72, 10/5/2018] 

 
§ 403 Programs Meeting the General Test  
 
Assistance Programs that that do not qualify for non-taxable treatment under Code Section 139E or under 
the IRS Safe Harbor, will nonetheless be treated as non-taxable if the Approved Program meets the General 
Test, as defined above, for treatment under the General Welfare Exclusion. 
 
[Legislative History: Enacted by Resolution No. 2018-72, 10/5/2018] 
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ARTICLE 1 GENERAL POLICIES 
 
§ 101 Purpose  
 
A. The Tribal Council has found it to be in the best interest of the Tribe to provide housing assistance 

to enrolled Tribal Members of the San Juan Southern Paiute Tribe. This program will assist in 
providing decent, safe and sanitary living conditions through moderate to substantial home 
rehabilitation for Tribal Members that are unable to receive assistance from other home assistance 
programs.   
 

B. Through this Chapter, the Tribal Council institutes the Housing Assistance Program, guided by the 
appropriate laws, policies and procedures applicable through federal laws and regulations. 
 

C. The Housing Assistance Program established in the Chapter complies with the General Welfare 
Policy found in Chapter 1 of this Title of the Law & Order Code. 

 
[Legislative History: Enacted by Resolution No. 2018-72, 10/5/2018] 

§ 102 Authority 
 
Pursuant to the authority vested in the San Juan Southern Paiute Tribal Council by virtue of its inherent 
powers of self-government, and its authority to provide for the health, safety, morals and welfare of the 
San Juan Southern Paiute Tribe, the Tribal Council hereby establishes the Housing Assistance Program, 
and enacts this Chapter which shall establish the purposes, powers and duties of the Housing Assistance 
Program. 
    
[Legislative History: Enacted by Resolution No. 2018-72, 10/5/2018] 
 
§ 103  Definitions  
 
For purposes of this Chapter, the definitions provided in § 101 of Chapter 1 of this Title shall apply and 
the following additional terms as applied to this Chapter shall mean:  

 
A. “Housing Assistance Program Application” means the application approved by the Tribal Council 

to support the purposes set forth in this Chapter, including all supplemental documentation required 
to be included with the Application. 
 

B. “Housing Assistance Program” means the Tribal Government Program established by this 
Chapter.  
 

C. “Residence” means principal residences and ancillary structures that are not used in any trade 
business or for investment purposes. 
 

[Legislative History: Enacted by Resolution No. 2018-72, 10/5/2018] 
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ARTICLE 2 APPLICATION AND ASSISTANCE OPTIONS 
 
§ 201 Application 

A. The Tribal Council will review and approve or reject Housing Assistance Applications to ensure 
the following requirements are met: 

1. The Housing Assistance Options offered through this Program serve specific and ongoing 
recognized needs of the San Juan Southern Paiute Tribe and its Enrolled Tribal Members.  

2. The Housing Assistance Options are available to any and all Tribal Members who meet the 
established eligibility criteria, as set forth in this Chapter and determined by the Tribal 
Council. 

3. The Housing Assistance applicant eligibility criteria do not discriminate or favor any Tribal 
Member or group of Tribal Members over any other. 

B. Housing Assistance Applications shall be made available in accordance with §305 of Chapter 1 of 
this Title. 

C. Housing Assistance Applications must be completed, including any and all required supplemental 
documentation before the Application will be considered an Administratively Complete 
Application by the Tribal Administration pursuant to Chapter 1 of this Title. 

D. Administratively Complete Applications will be reviewed by the Tribal Council in accordance with 
§ 306 of Chapter 1 of this Title.   

 
[Legislative History: Enacted by Resolution No. 2018-72, 10/5/2018] 

§ 202 Assistance Options  

A. To address the ongoing recognized needs of the San Juan Southern Paiute Tribe and its 
Tribal Members the following Assistance Options are available through the Housing 
Assistance Program. The Assistance Options listed in the parenthetical language are 
illustrative rather than an exhaustive list: 
 
1. Housing Accessibility – such as accessibility ramps, structural modification, 

structural assistive devices, roof & electrical repairs and or other items needed to 
allow individuals better mobility and use of their home; 

 
2. Housing Rehab, Repair and Renovation – such as major repairs that include health 

and safety items, such as: water, septic/sewer, electrical, plumbing, roof, heat &air, 
energy conservation, cabinets, termite treatment, and/or floor covering to prevent a 
safety/tripping hazard, walk in shower for safety and medical purposes etc.; 

 
3. Driveway Repair – such as improved access to driveways or sidewalks for health 

and safety purposes or for medical necessity; and 
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4. Any other assistance or incentive deemed necessary by the Tribal Council to support 
the purpose of this Chapter and the needs and welfare of the Tribe and its Tribal 
Members.  

 
B. The Tribal Council shall approve the descriptions of each of the Assistance Option and details of 

each option shall be include in whole or summarized as part of the Housing Assistance Application. 
 

C. An Applicant may request more than one Assistance Option on a single application and may be 
approved for one option and denied another based on eligibility criteria, available funding and at 
the discretion of the Tribal Council, with reasonable justification. 

 
[Legislative History: Enacted by Resolution No. 2018-72, 10/5/2018] 
 

ARTICLE 3 ELIGIBILITY CRITERIA  
 
§ 301 General Eligibility  

Beneficiaries of the Housing Assistance Program must be enrolled Tribal Members of the San Juan 
Southern Paiute Tribe. 
 
[Legislative History: Enacted by Resolution No. 2018-72, 10/5/2018] 
 
§ 302 Specific Eligibility Criteria 

A. Applicant must: 
 
1. be 18 years of age or older; 
 
2.  be the recorded owner of the residence; 
 
3. Complete the entire Home Assistance Program Application, including all necessary 

third-party verification documents and attachments; 
 
4. Meet the eligibility requirements for the Housing Assistance Program as determined 

by the Tribal Council in accordance with the Housing Assistance Program 
Handbook, including any income eligibility requirements set forth by any federal or 
state funded housing programs, including but not limited to, the Bureau of Indian 
Affairs for the Bureau’s Housing Improvement Program or the United States 
Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD). 

 
B. Any individual who knowingly and willfully misappropriates funds, property or information for 

personal or other use, not in the interest of the Tribe shall be subject to the penalties or disciplinary 
actions as authorized by applicable law and policies.  

 
[Legislative History: Enacted by Resolution No. 2018-72, 10/5/2018] 
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ARTICLE 4 APPEAL  
 
§ 401 Appeal 
 
Any appeals of Applications by a Tribal Member shall be made in accordance with §307 of Chapter 1 of 
this Title. 
 
[Legislative History: Enacted by Resolution No. 2018-72, 10/5/2018] 
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ARTICLE 1 GENERAL POLICIES 
 
§ 101 Purpose   
 
A. The Tribal Council has found it to be in the best interest of the Tribe to provide education 

assistance to enrolled Tribal Members of the San Juan Southern Paiute Tribe. This program will 
assist Tribal Members to complete their education and promote academic achievement and 
educational attainment and to remove the historic barriers to student success and improve tribal 
economic opportunity.   
 

B. Through this Chapter, the Tribal Council institutes the Education Assistance Program, guided by 
the appropriate laws, policies and procedures applicable through federal laws and regulations. 

 
C. The Education Assistance Program established in the Chapter complies with the General Welfare 

Policy found in Chapter 1 of this Title of the Law & Order Code. 
 
[Legislative History: Enacted by Resolution No. 2018-72, 10/5/2018] 

§ 102 Authority 
 
Pursuant to the authority vested in the San Juan Southern Paiute Tribal Council by virtue of its inherent 
powers of self-government, and its authority to provide for the health, wealth and safety, morals and 
welfare of the San Juan Southern Paiute Tribe, hereby establishes the Education Assistance Program, and 
enacts this Chapter which shall establish the purposes, powers and duties of the Education Assistance 
Program. 
    
[Legislative History: Enacted by Resolution No. 2018-72, 10/5/2018] 
 
§ 103  Definitions  
 
For purposes of this Chapter, the definitions provided in § 101 of Chapter 1 of this Title shall apply and 
the following additional terms as applied to this Chapter shall mean:  
 
A. “Academic Year” means the period of time in which a full-time student is expected to complete the 

equivalent of at least two semesters. 
 

B. “Accreditation” or “Accredited” means a certificate of recognition of post-secondary institution by 
a nationally recognized accrediting agency or association that certifies the institution is providing 
quality programs of study.  
 

C. “Books” means textbooks that are required by an instructor for successful completion of the course 
for the semester and/or school term in which the student is registered.  
 

D. “Eligible Institution” means an institution of higher education that meets the criteria established by 
the San Juan Southern Paiute Tribal Council for which a student may receive assistance to attend. 
Generally, an institution will be considered eligible if it: 
 
1. It is legally authorized to provide a program of education beyond secondary education; 
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2. The majority of credits earned at the institution are transferable to state funded institutions; 
 
3. Private and for-profit schools may qualify as eligible institutions.  
 

E. “Education Assistance Program Application” means the application approved by the Tribal Council 
to support the purposes set forth in this Chapter, including all supplemental documentation required 
to be included with the Application. 
 

F. “Education Assistance Program” means the Tribal Government Program established in this 
Chapter.  

 
G. “Full-time Student” means a student who is enrolled in the minimum number of credits or more 

to be considered full-time as determined by the eligible institution in which they are enrolled. 
 

H. “Grade Point Average” (GPA) means the measure of the average performance of a student.  The 
GPA is usually reported by the eligible institution, as an average weighted by the credit hours of 
each course. 
 

I. “Part-time Student” means a student who is enrolled in less than the minimum number of credits 
to be full-time as determined by the eligible institution.  
 

J. “Tuition and Fees” means the required costs for enrollment and instruction charged by the 
eligible institution.  
 

[Legislative History: Enacted by Resolution No. 2018-72, 10/5/2018] 
 
ARTICLE 2 APPLICATION AND ASSISTANCE OPTIONS 
 
§ 201 Applications 

A. The Tribal Council will review and approve or reject the Education Assistance Applications to 
ensure the following requirements are met: 

1.        The Education Assistance options offered through this Program serve specific and ongoing 
recognized needs of the San Juan Southern Paiute Tribe and its Enrolled Tribal Members. 

2.        The Education Assistance options are available to any and all Tribal Members who meet 
the established eligibility criteria, as set forth in this Chapter and determined by the Tribal 
Council.  

3.     The Education Assistance applicant eligibility criteria do not discriminate or favor any 
Tribal Member or Group of Members over any other. 

B. Education Assistance Applications shall be made available in accordance with §305 of Chapter 1 
of this Title. 

C. Education Assistance Applications must be completed, including any and all required supplemental 
documentation before the Application will be considered an Administratively Complete 
Application by the Tribal Administration pursuant to Chapter 1 of this Title.  
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D. Administratively Complete Applications will be reviewed by the Tribal Council in accordance with 
§ 306 of Chapter 1 of this Title. 

 
[Legislative History: Enacted by Resolution No. 2018-72, 10/5/2018] 

§ 202 Assistance Options  

A. To address the ongoing recognized needs of the San Juan Southern Paiute Tribe and its 
Tribal Members the following Assistance Options are available through the Education 
Assistance Program.  The Assistance Options listed in the parenthetical language are 
illustrative rather than an exhaustive list: 
 
1. Scholarship and Living Allowance – this includes financial assistance for expenses 

associated with assisting students to complete the following degrees: Associate; 
Bachelor; Masters; Doctoral; and Post-doctoral degree. Funding for expenses 
associated with assisting students to complete vocational programs.  This assistance 
includes but is not limited to allowances for room and board on or off campus); 

 
2 Childcare Assistance – this includes assistance in retaining childcare for low-income 

families so they can work, attend training, or education programs. This improves the 
quality of childcare and promotes gainful employment and the pursuit of education 
by the member parent or other member relatives responsible for the childcare;  

 
3. Tutoring and Supplies – this includes tutors, textbooks, required reading materials, 

laptops, computers, clothing, musical instruments, backpacks and other supplies for 
use in school activities and extracurricular activities; 

 
4. Education Loan Repayment Assistance – this includes financial assistance for Tribal 

Members who have successfully completed their program or degree and are indebted 
by either a public or private education loan that was granted and used expressly for 
the purposes of obtaining said degree or completing said program; and 

 
5. Any other assistance or incentive deemed necessary by the Tribal Council to support 

the purpose of this Chapter and the needs and welfare of the Tribe and its Tribal 
Members. 

 
B. The Tribal Council shall approve the descriptions of each of the Assistance Option and details of 

each option shall be include in whole or summarized as part of the Education Assistance 
Application. 
 

C. An Applicant may request more than one Assistance Option on a single application and may be 
approved for one option and denied another based on eligibility criteria, available funding and at 
the discretion of the Tribal Council, with reasonable justification. 

 
[Legislative History: Enacted by Resolution No. 2018-72, 10/5/2018] 
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ARTICLE 3 ELIGIBILITY CRITERIA  
 
§ 301 General Eligibility  

Beneficiaries of the Education Assistance Program must be enrolled members of the San Juan Southern 
Paiute Tribe. 
 
[Legislative History: Enacted by Resolution No. 2018-72, 10/5/2018] 
 
§ 302 Specific Eligibility Criteria 

A. Applicant must: 
 
1.  Attend at least one Tribal Council Meeting, in-person, within one year (365 days) 

of obtaining assistance; 
 
2. Have graduated from high school, or have obtained a General Equivalency Diploma 

certificate; 
 
3. Be admitted as a full-time or part-time student at an eligible institution, and have 

proof of admittance and start date;  
 
4. Provide proof of applying for government education assistance and grants, including 

FAFSA; and the approval or denial letter for such government assistance; 
 
5. If applicable, provide a Needs Analysis from the Eligible Institution; 
 
6. Complete the number of course credits for which a student is funded and maintain a 

GPA of 2.0 or better; 
 
7. Submit an unofficial transcript from the Eligible Institution to the Tribal 

Administration at the end of every grading period or semester;  
 
8. Meet the eligibility requirements for the Education Assistance Program as 

determined by the Tribal Council in accordance with the Education Assistance 
Program Handbook, including any income eligibility requirements set forth by any 
federal or state funded education programs. 

 
B. Any individual who knowingly and willfully misappropriates funds, property or information for 

personal or other use, not in the interest of the Tribe shall be subject to the penalties or disciplinary 
actions as authorized by applicable law and policies.  

 
[Legislative History: Enacted by Resolution No. 2018-72, 10/5/2018]  
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ARTICLE 4 APPEAL  
 
§ 401 Appeal 
 
Any appeals of Applications by a Tribal Member shall be made in accordance with §307 of Chapter 1 of 
this Title. 
 
[Legislative History: Enacted by Resolution No. 2018-72, 10/5/2018] 
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ARTICLE 1 GENERAL POLICIES 
 
§ 101 Purpose 
 
A. The Tribal Council has found it to be in the best interest of the Tribe to provide job training 

assistance to enrolled Tribal Members of the San Juan Southern Paiute Tribe.  This program will 
assist in promoting gainful, long-term employment, support tribal self-sufficiency and economic 
opportunity by providing training, resources and tools that will expand employment choices and 
opportunities for Tribal Members to achieve stability and success.  
 

B. Through this Chapter, the Tribal Council institutes the Job Training Assistance Program, guided 
by the appropriate laws, policies and procedures applicable through federal laws and regulations. 
 

C. The Job Training Assistance Program established in the Chapter complies with the General Welfare 
Policy found in Chapter 1 of this Title of the Law & Order Code.  

 
[Legislative History: Enacted by Resolution No. 2018-72, 10/5/2018] 

§ 102 Authority 
 
Pursuant to the authority vested in the San Juan Southern Paiute Tribal Council by virtue of its inherent 
powers of self-government, and its authority to provide for the health, safety, morals and welfare of the 
San Juan Southern Paiute Tribe, the Tribal Council hereby establishes the Job Training Assistance 
Program, and enacts this Chapter which shall establish the purposes, powers and duties of the Job 
Training Assistance Program. 
    
[Legislative History: Enacted by Resolution No. 2018-72, 10/5/2018] 
 
§ 103            Definitions  
 
For purposes of this Chapter, the definitions provided in § 101 of Chapter 1 of this Title shall apply and 
the following additional terms as applied to this Chapter shall mean:  
 
A. “Job Training Assistance Program Application” means the application approved by the Tribal 

Council to support the purposes set forth in this Chapter, including all supplemental documentation 
required to be included with the Application. 
 

B. “Job Training Assistance Program” means the Tribal Government Program established in this 
Chapter. 
 

[Legislative History: Enacted by Resolution No. 2018-72, 10/5/2018] 
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ARTICLE 2    APPLICATION AND ASSISTANCE OPTIONS 
 
§ 201 Application 

A. The Tribal Council will review and approve or reject Housing Assistance Applications to ensure 
the following requirements are met: 

1. The Job Training Assistance Options offered through this Program serve specific and 
ongoing recognized needs of the San Juan Southern Paiute Tribe and its Enrolled Tribal 
Members.  

2. The Job Training Assistance Options are available to any and all Tribal Members who meet 
the established eligibility criteria, as set forth in this Chapter and determined by the Tribal 
Council. 

3. The Job Training applicant eligibility criteria do not discriminate or favor any Tribal 
Member or group of Tribal Members over any other. 

B. Job Training Assistance Applications shall be made available in accordance with §305 of Chapter 
1 of this Title. 

C. Job Training Assistance Applications must be completed, including any and all required 
supplemental documentation before the Application will be considered an Administratively 
Complete Application by the Tribal Administration pursuant to Chapter 1 of this Title. 

D. Administratively Complete Applications will be reviewed by the Tribal Council in accordance with 
§ 306 of Chapter 1 of this Title.    

 
[Legislative History: Enacted by Resolution No. 2018-72, 10/5/2018] 

§ 202 Assistance Options  

A. To address the ongoing recognized needs of the San Juan Southern Paiute Tribe and its 
Tribal Members the following Assistance Options are available through the Job Training 
Assistance Program. The Assistance Options listed in the parenthetical language are 
illustrative rather than an exhaustive list: 
 
1. Workforce/Job Training – this includes assistance in attending training programs or 

classes that offer the necessary skills required to be successful in a particular area of 
the workforce; 

 
2. Job and Career Counseling – this includes guidance, counseling and programs for 

which the primary objective is to gain insight into potential career options and 
training; 

 
3. Clothing Allowance – this includes assistance in obtaining the appropriate attire or 

necessary uniform required for work, training and interviews; 
 



 
SAN JUAN SOUTHERN PAIUTE TRIBE  

LAW & ORDER CODE 
 
 

TITLE 8 - TRIBAL ASSISTANCE PROGRAMS 
CHAPTER 4 - JOB TRAINING ASSISTANCE PROGRAM 

 
 

 

4. Temporary Childcare Assistance – this includes assistance in providing childcare to 
low-income families so that members of the household can work, attend training or 
seek employment; 

 
5. Temporary Work Allowance – this includes funds for travel, room and board for 

new employment until the first paycheck, but no longer than two weeks; 
 
6. Any other assistance or incentive deemed necessary by the Tribal Council to support 

the purpose of this Chapter and the needs and welfare of the Tribe and Tribal 
Members.  

 
B. The Tribal Council shall approve the descriptions of each of the Assistance Option and details of 

each option shall be include in whole or summarized as part of the Job Training Assistance 
Application. 
 

C. An Applicant may request more than one assistance option on a single application and may be 
approved for one option and denied another based on eligibility criteria, available funding and at 
the discretion of the Tribal Council, with reasonable justification. 

 
[Legislative History: Enacted by Resolution No. 2018-72, 10/5/2018] 
 
 

ARTICLE 3 ELIGIBILITY CRITERIA  
 
§ 301 General Eligibility  

Beneficiaries of the Job Training Assistance Program must be enrolled Tribal Members of the San Juan 
Southern Paiute Tribe. 
 
[Legislative History: Enacted by Resolution No. 2018-72, 10/5/2018] 
 
§ 302 Specific Eligibility Criteria 

A. Applicant must: 
 
1.       Be 18 years of age or older; 
 
2. Be willing and able to hold down a part-time or full-time job; 
 
3. Be the parent or legal guardian of a the child if requesting Temporary Childcare 

Assistance; 
 
3. Meet the eligibility requirements for the Job Training Assistance Program as 

determined by the Tribal Council in accordance with the Job Training Assistance 
Program Handbook, including any income eligibility requirements set forth by any 
federal or state funded Job Training Programs, including but not limited to, the 
Bureau of Indian Affairs for the Bureau’s Welfare Assistance Program. 
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B. Any individual who knowingly and willfully misappropriates funds, property or information for 
personal or other use, not in the interest of the Tribe shall be subject to the penalties or disciplinary 
actions as authorized by applicable law and policies.  

 
[Legislative History: Enacted by Resolution No. 2018-72, 10/5/2018] 
 
 

ARTICLE 4 APPEAL  
 
§ 401 Appeal 
 
Any appeals of Applications by a Tribal Member shall be made in accordance with §307 of Chapter 1 of 
this Title. 
 
[Legislative History: Enacted by Resolution No. 2018-72, 10/5/2018] 
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ARTICLE 1 GENERAL POLICIES 
 
§ 101 Purpose  
 
A. The Tribal Council has found it to be in the best interest of the Tribe to provide emergency and 

funeral assistance to enrolled Tribal Members of the San Juan Southern Paiute Tribe. This 
program will assist the members of the San Juan Southern Paiute Tribe when unexpected 
emergency circumstances arise. 
 

B. The Tribal Council is committed to making sure that all Tribal Members of the San Juan Southern 
Paiute Tribe and their families are respected, recognized and provided with assistance at the time 
of death of a Tribal Member.  
 

C. Through this Chapter, the Tribal Council institutes the Emergency and Funeral Assistance Program, 
guided by the appropriate laws, policies and procedures applicable through federal laws and 
regulations. 

 
C. The Emergency and Funeral Assistance Program established in the Chapter complies with the 

General Welfare Policy found in Chapter 1 of this Title of this Code.  
 
[Legislative History: Enacted by Resolution No. 2018-72, 10/5/2018] 

§ 102 Authority 
 
Pursuant to the authority vested in the San Juan Southern Paiute Tribal Council by virtue of its inherent 
powers of self-government, and its authority to provide for the health, safety, morals and welfare of the 
San Juan Southern Paiute Tribe, the Tribal Council hereby establishes the the Emergency and Funeral 
Assistance Program, and enacts this Chapter which shall establish the purposes, powers and duties of the 
Emergency and Funeral Assistance Program. 
    
[Legislative History: Enacted by Resolution No. 2018-72, 10/5/2018] 
 
§ 103  Definitions  
 
For purposes of this Chapter, the definitions provided in § 101 of Chapter 1 of this Title shall apply and 
the following additional terms as applied to this Chapter shall mean:  
 
A. “Death Certificate” means a document issued by a medical practitioner certifying the deceased state 

of the Tribal Member or a registrar of a recognized governmental entity or bureau of vital statistics 
certifying the deceased state of a Tribal Member.  
 

B. “Mortuary Invoice” means the invoice from a chosen mortuary enumerating the costs and expenses 
of the pending funeral service including transportation of the deceased Tribal Member, if necessary. 
 

[Legislative History: Enacted by Resolution No. 2018-72, 10/5/2018] 
 



 
SAN JUAN SOUTHERN PAIUTE TRIBE  

LAW & ORDER CODE 
 
 

TITLE 8 - TRIBAL ASSISTANCE PROGRAMS 
CHAPTER 5 - EMERGENCY AND FUNERAL ASSISTANCE 

 
 

 

ARTICLE 2 APPLICATION AND ASSISTANCE OPTIONS 
 
§ 201 Applications 

A. The Tribal Council will review and approve or reject Emergency and Funeral Assistance 
Applications to ensure the following requirements are met: 

1. The Emergency and Funeral Assistance Options offered through this Program serve 
specific and ongoing recognized needs of the San Juan Southern Paiute Tribe and its 
Enrolled Tribal Members.  

2. The Emergency and Funeral Assistance Options are available to any and all Tribal 
Members who meet the established eligibility criteria, as set forth in this Chapter and 
determined by the Tribal Council. 

3. The Emergency and Funeral Assistance applicant eligibility criteria do not discriminate or 
favor any Tribal Member or group of Tribal Members over any other. 

B. Emergency and Funeral Assistance Applications shall be made available in accordance with §305 
of Chapter 1 of this Title. 

C. Emergency and Funeral Assistance Applications requesting a Burial Assistance Option for a 
deceased Tribal Member shall be submitted to the Tribal Administration along with a Mortuary 
Invoice for immediate dispersal of Burial Funds to pay the Mortuary Invoice directly to the 
mortuary in an amount not to exceed $5,000, without further review by the Tribal Council. 

C. Emergency and Funeral Assistance Applications requesting Assistance Options other than Burial 
Assistance must be completed, including any and all required supplemental documentation before 
the Application will be considered an Administratively Complete Application by the Tribal 
Administration pursuant to Chapter 1 of this Title. 

D. Administratively Complete Applications will be reviewed by the Tribal Council in accordance with 
§ 306 of Chapter 1 of this Title.   

 
[Legislative History: Enacted by Resolution No. 2018-72, 10/5/2018] 

§ 202 Assistance Options  

A. To address the ongoing recognized needs of the San Juan Southern Paiute Tribe and its 
Tribal Members, the following Assistance Options are available through the Emergency and 
Funeral Assistance Program. The Assistance Options listed in the parenthetical language 
are illustrative rather than an exhaustive list: 
 
1. Burial Assistance – providing payment of a Mortuary Invoice for burial services in 

an amount not exceeding $5,000 to the mortuary listed on the Mortuary Invoice. 
  
2. Transportation Assistance – this includes local travel to and from the bereavement 

events and transportation of the deceased enrolled Tribal Member, when applicable; 
and 
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3. Any other assistance deemed necessary by the Tribal Council to support the purpose 
of this Chapter and the needs and welfare of the Tribe and its Tribal Members. 

 
B. The Tribal Council shall approve the descriptions of each of the Assistance Option and details of 

each option shall be included in whole or summarized as part of the Emergency Assistance and 
Funeral Assistance Program Handbook and Application. 
 

C. An Applicant may request more than one assistance option on a single application and may be 
approved for one option and denied another based on eligibility criteria, available funding and at 
the discretion of the Tribal Council, with reasonable justification. 

 
[Legislative History: Enacted by Resolution No. 2018-72, 10/5/2018] 
 
 

ARTICLE 3 ELIGIBILITY CRITERIA  
 
§ 301 General Eligibility  

A. Beneficiaries of the Emergency and Funeral Assistance Program requesting Emergency Assistance 
must be enrolled Tribal Members of the San Juan Southern Paiute Tribe.    

B. Applications for the Emergency and Funeral Assistance Program requesting Funeral Assistance 
must be for the benefit of a deceased enrolled Tribal Member of the San Juan Southern Paiute 
Tribe. 

 
[Legislative History: Enacted by Resolution No. 2018-72, 10/5/2018] 
 
§ 302 Specific Eligibility Criteria 

A. The following Specific Eligibility Criteria have been identified by the Tribal Council as 
required for Emergency and Funeral Assistance eligibility: 
 
1. Applicants requesting Funeral Assistance must provide a Mortuary Invoice 

enumerating the expected expenses for which assistance is requested; 
  
2. Applicants requesting Funeral Assistance must file the Death Certificate for the 

deceased Tribal Member with the Tribal Administration Office immediately upon 
receipt; 

 
3. Applicants requesting Funeral Assistance must provide proof that the deceased 

person was an enrolled Member of the Tribe; 
 
4. Applicants requesting Emergency Assistance must provide a detailed description 

and proof of emergency need, including bills, an eviction notice or photographs of 
damage or destruction; 

 
5. Applicants must meet the eligibility requirements for the Emergency and Funeral 

Assistance Program as determined by the Tribal Council in accordance with the 
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Emergency and Funeral Assistance Program Handbook, including any income 
eligibility requirements set forth by any federal or state funded programs. 

 
B. Any individual who knowingly and willfully misappropriates funds, property or information for 

personal or other use, not in the interest of the Tribe shall be subject to the penalties or 
disciplinary actions as authorized by applicable law and policies. 

 
[Legislative History: Enacted by Resolution No. 2018-72, 10/5/2018] 
 
 

ARTICLE 4 APPEAL  
 
§ 401 Appeal 
 
Any appeals of Applications by a Tribal Member shall be made in accordance with §307 of Chapter 1 of 
this Title. 
 
[Legislative History: Enacted by Resolution No. 2018-72, 10/5/2018] 
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ARTICLE 1 GENERAL POLICIES 
 
§ 101 Purpose  
 
A. The Tribal Council has found it to be in the best interest of the Tribe to provide elder and disabled 

assistance to enrolled Tribal Members of the San Juan Southern Paiute Tribe. This program will 
assist the Elder Tribal Members and Disabled Tribal Members of the San Juan Southern Paiute 
Tribe to combat the economic and cultural barriers that have restricted these individuals from 
accessing desperately needed services.   
 

B. Tribal Elders have been subject to poverty and deprivation for a significantly longer time period 
than most other enrolled Tribal Members. Tribal Elders have significantly greater health 
problems as they age, and as such, will require additional resources and care. 
 

C. Disabled Tribal Members have been subject to poverty and deprivation that is significantly more 
difficult to combat due to limitations in physical and mental health, and the Tribal Council has 
determined that additional resources are required to assist Disabled Tribal Members. 
 

D. Through this Chapter, the Tribal Council institutes the Elder and Disabled Assistance Program, 
guided by the appropriate laws, policies and procedures applicable through federal laws and 
regulations. 

 
E. The Elder and Disabled Assistance Program established in the Chapter complies with the General 

Welfare Policy found in Chapter 1 of this Title of this Code.  
 
[Legislative History: Enacted by Resolution No. 2018-72, 10/5/2018] 

§ 102 Authority 
 
Pursuant to the authority vested in the San Juan Southern Paiute Tribal Council by virtue of its inherent 
powers of self-government, and its authority to provide for the health, wealth and safety, morals and 
welfare of the San Juan Southern Paiute Tribe, the Tribal Council hereby establishes the Elder and 
Disabled Assistance Program, and enacts this Chapter which shall establish the purposes, powers and 
duties of the Elder and Disabled Assistance Program. 
    
[Legislative History: Enacted by Resolution No. 2018-72, 10/5/2018] 
 
§ 103  Definitions  
 
For purposes of this Chapter, the definitions provided in § 101 of Chapter 1 of this Title shall apply and 
the following additional terms as applied to this Chapter shall mean:  

 
A. “Disabled Tribal Member” means an Enrolled Tribal Member with a short-term or long-term 

disability as diagnosed by a medical professional. 
 

B. “Elder Tribal Member” or “Elder” means an enrolled Tribal Member at least 55 years of age or 
older or the age otherwise required of any federal, state or other funding source where those 
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specifically identified funds are utilized to carry out the objectives of the Elder and Disabled 
Assistance Program. 

 
C. “Elder and Disabled Assistance Program Application” means the application approved by the 

Tribal Council to support the purposes set forth in this Chapter, including all supplemental 
documentation required to be included with the Application. 

 
D. “Elder and Disabled Assistance Program” means the Tribal Government Program established by 

this Chapter. 
 

[Legislative History: Enacted by Resolution No. 2018-72, 10/5/2018] 
 
 
ARTICLE 2 APPLICATION AND ASSISTANCE OPTIONS 
 
§ 201 Applications 

A. The Tribal Council will review and approve or reject Housing Assistance Applications to ensure 
the following requirements are met: 

1. The Elder and Disabled Assistance Options offered through this Program serve specific 
and ongoing recognized needs of the San Juan Southern Paiute Tribe and its Enrolled Tribal 
Members.  

2. The Elder and Disabled Assistance Options are available to any and all Tribal Members 
who meet the established eligibility criteria, as set forth in this Chapter and determined by 
the Tribal Council. 

3. The Elder and Disabled Assistance applicant eligibility criteria do not discriminate or favor 
any Tribal Member or group of Tribal Members over any other. 

B. Elder and Disabled Assistance Applications shall be made available in accordance with §305 of 
Chapter 1 of this Title. 

C. Elder and Disabled Assistance Applications must be completed, including any and all required 
supplemental documentation before the Application will be considered an Administratively 
Complete Application by the Tribal Administration pursuant to Chapter 1 of this Title. 

E. Administratively Complete Applications will be reviewed by the Tribal Council in accordance with 
§ 306 of Chapter 1 of this Title.    

 
[Legislative History: Enacted by Resolution No. 2018-72, 10/5/2018] 

§ 202 Assistance Options  

A. To address the ongoing recognized needs of the San Juan Southern Paiute Tribe and its 
Tribal Members the following Assistance Options are available through the Elder and 
Disabled Assistance Program.  The Assistance Options listed in the parenthetical language 
are illustrative rather than an exhaustive list: 
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1. Housing improvements to ensure safe heating and electricity; 
 
2. Meal delivery and food preparation assistance;  
 
3. Local transportation; and 
 
4. Any other assistance or incentive deemed necessary by the Tribal Council to support 

the purpose of this Chapter and the needs and welfare of the Tribe and its Tribal 
Members.  

 
B. The Tribal Council shall approve the descriptions of each of the Assistance Option and details of 

each option shall be include in whole or summarized as part of the Elder and Disabled Assistance 
Application. 
 

C. An Applicant may request more than one Assistance Option on a single Application and may be 
approved for one Assistance Option and denied another based on eligibility criteria, available 
funding and at the discretion of the Tribal Council, with reasonable justification. 

 
[Legislative History: Enacted by Resolution No. 2018-72, 10/5/2018] 
 
 

ARTICLE 3 ELIGIBILITY CRITERIA  
 
§ 301 General Eligibility  

A. Beneficiaries of the Elder and Disabled Assistance Program must be Enrolled Tribal Members of 
the San Juan Southern Paiute Tribe. 

B. Spouses of Beneficiaries of the Elder Assistance Options need not be Enrolled Tribal Members of 
the San Juan Southern Paiute Tribe.  

 
[Legislative History: Enacted by Resolution No. 2018-72, 10/5/2018] 
 
§ 302 Specific Eligibility Criteria 
 
A. Applicants for Elder Assistance Options must be at least 55 years of age or older or the age 

otherwise required of any federal, state or other funding source where those specifically identified 
funds are utilized to carry out the objectives of the Elder and Disabled Assistance Program; 
 

B. Applicants of Disabled Assistance Options must have proof of disability from a medical 
professional, or proof of current federal or state disability program assistance, including but 
not limited to Social Security Disability Benefits, or proof as otherwise required of any 
federal, state or other funding source where those specifically identified funds are utilized to carry 
out the objectives of the Elder and Disabled Assistance Program. 
 

C. Any individual who knowingly and willfully misappropriates funds, property or information for 
personal or other use, not in the interest of the Tribe shall be subject to the penalties or disciplinary 
actions as authorized by applicable law and policies.  
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[Legislative History: Enacted by Resolution No. 2018-72, 10/5/2018] 
 
 

ARTICLE 4 APPEAL  
 
§ 401 Appeal 
 
Any appeals of Applications by a Tribal Member shall be made in accordance with §307 of Chapter 1 of 
this Title. 
 
[Legislative History: Enacted by Resolution No. 2018-72, 10/5/2018] 


