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CLIMATE CHANGE 
 
 
 

Climate change is the existential crisis of our time, and we are challenged to take immediate 

action to prevent the climate catastrophe that we are already beginning to experience. 

 

We cannot solve this by ourselves, but San Diego must commit  
to do its share, for our own benefit and as a model for other cities. 

 

San Diego is highly vulnerable to rising sea levels and catastrophic fires. We already see the 

impacts of that through increasingly high tides and flooding, and by wildfires that ravage our 

nearby back country. The higher temperatures brought by climate change are a health hazard to 

seniors and other vulnerable residents. Higher temperatures also introduce new diseases, reduce 

our water supply through evaporation, undermine our food supply, and wipe out native plant 

and animals. 

 

We need to stop building far from employment centers, in locations  
without necessary infrastructure and services, and where the need to drive great  

distances will only make it more difficult to achieve climate action goals. 

 

An effective response to climate change requires cutting back on motor vehicle travel, which is 

the largest source of greenhouse gases. We urgently need to expand the transit system and make 

it more affordable, provide incentives to use non-vehicle modes of travel, locate housing and jobs 

in close proximity to one another, and promote working from home wherever possible. 
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ü The Climate Action Plan needs to be updated and made more aggressive. 

Despite its good intentions, the city’s Climate Action Plan will not enable us to meet even the 

state’s modest goals, let alone the greenhouse gas reductions needed to avert catastrophic 

climate change. In particular, an aspirational mobility action plan – long delayed by the current 

city administration – must be finalized and implemented. For instance, better transit service, 

pedestrian and bicycle improvements, and more affordable housing opportunities can 

dramatically reduce the number of people who commute to downtown. Equally important, the 

Climate Action Plan’s goals and standards must be clearly enforceable. 

 

ü Improved land use planning is a key part of fighting climate change. 

Development patterns, especially for housing, need to be updated, to provide for higher density 

growth in appropriate locations such as transit corridors, but this must be done in combination 

with upgrading infrastructure and services in those areas, so that quality of life is improved rather 

than diminished. Since I joined the City Council, we have updated five community plans along 

transit corridors—Old Town, Midway, Balboa, Morena, and Mission Valley. Kearny Mesa is coming 

soon. These plans provide for thousands of more housing units by right along transit corridors. 

Mission Valley in particular will see substantial new housing developed close to existing jobs, 

services, and amenities. 

Good planning also requires taking action to mitigate climate change impacts, and there is much 

we can do. My plan to plant thousands of trees citywide will provide shade along pedestrian ways 

and in public gathering places, while also capturing carbon from the air. We need to collaborate 

with the Port of San Diego to protect valuable infrastructure along the bayfront. New buildings 

should be held to high standards for energy and water use efficiency, without reliance on natural 

gas or other carbon-based fuels. Street repaving can be done with lighter-color materials to reduce 

heat absorption. Restoring wetlands and adding green space around San Diego Bay and Mission 

Bay will buffer the effect of sea level rise. 
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ü Addressing climate change will build our local economy. 

As Mayor, my environmental policies will move our city forward in combating climate change and 

reducing our collective carbon footprint. We can take control of our energy future by reducing 

utility bills and greenhouse gas emissions. San Diego can become a model for how to develop 

local environmental policies that focus on economic opportunities. This will require a data driven 

approach to measure our progress and to see what works and what doesn’t. 

 

To achieve this, we need a Mayor with executive experience. My training and experience allow 

me to see San Diego’s issues holistically and not in independent silos. Advancing renewable 

energy development, improving transportation, promoting better land use, creating new job 

centers, and training young people to be ready for those jobs, all contribute to building our 

economy while rescuing our environment. 


