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Why Hanzheng St. selected? 
�������

Formal vs. Informal



Great Streets
Make

Great Cities
- Allan Jacobs -
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Sketch map of Great Wuhan 
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A snapshot at Zhongshan Ave.

source: the outlook of Wuhan 2016



Zhongshan Ave.

Formal Historical District

long history and 
abundant heritage,

legally protected and 
funded by local gov.

e.g.
Zhongshan Ave.



Informal Historical District

Long history but 
rare heritage,

lack of regulations and 
funds, mostly maintained 

by non-profit org.
e.g.

Hanzheng St.

More common in rapid urbanization area

Formal Historical District

long history and 
abundant heritage,

legally protected and 
funded by local gov.

e.g.
Zhongshan Ave.



HANZHENG STREET
A 500-year-old historical street 
Root and soul of business industry of Hankow

Source�Baidu image
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An old photo of Hanzheng St. in the 1900s



HOWEVER,
Rare historical bldgs. left today,
Including this streetscape.

A street view photo of Hanzheng St. in 2015

Source�Baidu image

HANZHENG STREET
A 500-year-old historical street 
Root and soul of business industry of Hankow
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HANZHENG ST. PRECINCT
1.4 kilometers / 300,000 square meters / two traditional blocks included

Jianghan
bridge

Qinchuan Bridge
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HANZHENG ST.

Han River Nananzui



Central issues of Hanzheng St.
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�
�����
���

more historical recordings, but less historical bldgs.
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HANZHENG St.

Long history of Merchant Shipping
�
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Source�Google image



National trade hub in Central China

Source�Google image



Honored as
Top one Business street 
of China in 18c. 



Famous for
Small Commodity Market
In late 20c.



HANZHENG STREET
An alive business street full of opportunities and popularity.

Late 20c
Revitalizing

18c to early 20c
Booming

Present
Transforming

HZ St. 1980s HZ St. in 2010sHZ St. in 1910s
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Voices coming from local famous persons, 
‘Go and Save the heritage of HZ St.’



However,

Post-fire-disaster snapshot in 1911

exhausted in three sincere fire disasters deliberately made by 
wars. And the most devastating fire happened in 1911.



Rare historical heritages survive, with incomplete form

Historical brick wall, part of a 
College bldg. built 400 years 

ago
Heritage issued by local gov.

Flagstone path being 
used for 300 years
Yaobangyi alley

Heritage issued by local gov.

Historical bldg. used as 
hospital in 1920s, classic 

arch. Style, in good 
condition
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‘bits and pieces’ - Spatially separated from each other.

Han River

���

���




How to make ‘more’ from ‘less’?
More historical records, but less historical remains,

Zero-sum game, or Non-zero-sum game

Han River



�
�����	���

1st step: Digging deep into history and
reviewing local context

Traditional urban fabric & remains from different stages



Traditional urban fabric – ‘a long street plus short alleys’

Historical map of Hanzheng St. in 1968



The main street keep its original direction regardless of rapid urbanization, and 
some traditional alleys located in the east and west block survive from large-scale 
urban renewal. 

Figure-ground map of Hanzheng St. in 1927
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Traditional urban fabric – ‘a long street plus short alleys’

Figure-ground map of Hanzheng St. in 2015
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WEST BLOCK
50,000 square meters

EAST BLCOK
38,000 square meters
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Main Street

Han River

Two well-reserved districts with traditional urban fabric



Hanzheng St.

Daquanlong alley

Xiaoquanlong alley

Ruixianglially

Qiujia alley
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Huaiyan alley

Typical residential blocks built in early 20c
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Besides of formal historical remains issued by the local gov.,

Historical brick wall, part of a 
College bldg. built 400 years 

ago
Heritage issued by local gov.

Flagstone path being 
used for 300 years
Yaobangyi alley

Heritage issued by local gov.

Historical bldg. used as 
hospital in 1920s, in good 

condition



More historical bldgs. discovered through careful  investigation 
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2nd step: Building a connection among 
remains built from different stages





Start from the main street, 



Then, to involve more valuable alleys



Making unique blocks by building a strong connection 

��	�
Culture
block

���

Marketplace

��	�
Youthful 

zone
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3rd step: Making well-designed place to 
balance public and private realm

West Block & East Block



To involve different stakeholders along the main street, 
and strengthen public and private sector collaboration.

WEST BLOCK

Market
place

Upper
EAST BLOCK

Lower
EAST BLOCK

Green
Park

Green
Park

Real estate development projects - private sectors
Building renewal projects - public sectors
Green parks projects - public sectors

Riverside
Block

Bldg. renewal projects

Bldg. renewal projects

M a i n S t r e e t

Bldg. renewal



A non-zero-sum game by
making more public space to benefit citizens, visitors, and developers.

WEST BLOCK

Market
place

Upper
EAST BLOCK

Lower
EAST BLOCK

Green
Park

Green
Park

Real estate development projects - private sectors
Building renewal projects - public sectors
Green parks projects - public sectors

Riverside
Block

Bldg. renewal projects

Bldg. renewal projects

M a i n S t r e e t

Bldg. renewal

üPublic square
üMuseum
üHistoric bldg. restoration

üPublic square
üCar parking
üOffice and shops

üPublic square
üSouvenir shops
üHistoric alley restoration

üPublic square
üMuseum
üHistoric alley restoration

üNew marketplace
üSightseeing tower

üStreet greening
üStreet furniture
üBldgs. renovation

üLandscape construction
üTree work
üUnderground work

M a i n S t r e e t



WEST BLOCK
����

Present figure-ground map 



Future figure-ground map Present figure-ground map 

WEST BLOCK
����

Han riverHan river



Sqr.
Sqr.

Sqr.

Future figure-ground map Present figure-ground map 

WEST BLOCK
����

Han riverHan river



Han River



- Public square



- Museum



- Interesting alleys



To See the historical bldgs. from the new ones

Interactive view
������



To respect the former urban fabric and strengthen connection with the HZ St.
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Hanzheng st. Hanzheng st.

WEST BLOCK
����



renewal of an 300-year old alley 
WEST BLOCK
����



EAST BLOCK
����



REBIRTH OF GREAT HANZHENG STREET
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CONCLUSION
Introduction and thesis statement 

Central issues of Hanzheng street - more historic records 
but less historical remains

Questions and viable solutions:
• Digging history and reviewing local context
• Building a connection among different remains
• Making better-designed place with cultural landscape



Thanks for all your attention.

2018-12

THE PROTECTION AND RECONSTRUCTION PLANNING of HANZHENG STREET, WUHAN


