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Project for Public Spaces (PPS) is a nonprofit 
planning, design and educational organization 
dedicated to helping people create and sustain 
public spaces that build stronger communities. 
Our pioneering Placemaking approach helps citi-
zens transform their public spaces into vital places 
that highlight local assets, spur rejuvenation and 
serve common needs.

©2014 Project for Public Spaces, Inc. The 'Placegame' cannot be used without formal, written permission from PPS. If permission is 
granted, full credit must be given to PPS on all written materials and in any verbal descriptions of the game. 

419 Lafayette St, 7th Fl, New York, NY, 10003     212.620.5660     @PPS_Placemaking     www.pps.org

PPS was founded in 1975 to expand on the work 
of William (Holly)  , author of The Social Life 
of Small Urban Spaces. We have since complet-
ed projects in more than 3000 communities in 
43 countries and all 50 U.S. states and are the 
premier center for best practices, information and 
resources on placemaking. More than 600 people 
worldwide are members of our Placemaking 
Leadership Council.

July  28, 2018
Southern Downtown Park
Houston Texas

KEY ATTRIBUTES INTANGIBLES MEASUREMENTS

WHAT MAKES A GREAT PLACE? PLACE 
VIS IONING





-William"H."Whyte

“It’s not right to 
put water before 
people and then 
keep them away 

from it."



Connectivity



Limited Vehicular Access



Engagement with the Water



Curiosity



Multitude of Activities



Spurring the Informal Economy



Multi-Generational



Multi-Generational



Place Management



Temporary 
Waterfront Spaces
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