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The “Future of Cities”?





If you plan for design and development…
you get design and development.



DDP(Dongdaemun Design Plaza), Seoul, South Korea



“To approach the city as if it were an 
architectural problem is to make the mistake of 

substituting art for life.” Jane"Jacobs



“If you plan for cars and traffic…
you get more cars and traffic..”





“If you plan for/with people and places…
you get people and places.”



When you focus on place,
you do everything differently.





Campaigning for Systemic Change
We make the case for placemaking and 
engage with like-minded people and 
movements to influence policies, 
disciplines, hearts and minds.

HOW PPS DRIVES CHANGE

Building the Placemaking Movement
We convene, amplify and build the 
capacity of the placemaking movement 
globally and locally.

Transforming Places
We help communities and cities shape 
their future through individual public 
spaces and broad placemaking 
campaigns.











New York City Street Renaissance





Union Square

Madison Square

Herald Square

Times Square

Bryant Park

Rockefeller Center









New York, NY: Times Square 
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New York, NY: Times Square 



POWER OF 10+
HOW CITIES TRANSFORM THROUGH PLACEMAKING



10+ MAJOR DESTINATIONS

CITY/REGION

++



10+ PLACES TO GO

DESTINATION

++



10+ THINGS TO DO
LAYERED TO CREATE SYNERGY

PLACE

++











“Successful public spaces are the new anchor tenant” - Marcello Corbo



What is Placemaking?



Placemaking is..

A collaborative process by which we can 
shape our public realm in order to 

maximize shared value.

Strengthening the connection between 
people and the places they share.



A series of 3 conferences leading up to 
Habitat III

1600 people
100 countries



“We’re creating a global movement to 
shape spaces into places”

Cecilia Martinez, UN Habitat



�Cities are not built forms, they are social 
forms. We must design from social life, 

not for it.”
- Fran Tonkiss, LSE



“The city has long been complex but 
incomplete, and in that mix of complexity and 

incompleteness lies the possibility of those 
without power to make a history, to make a 

culture, to make an economy.” 

Saskia Sassen,Columbia University



Quito Papers

By UN Habitat Executive Director Dr. 
Joan Clos, Richard Sennet, Saskia 
Sassen, Ricky Burdett

Cities and public spaces need to be 
incomplete, porous, complex.

Public spaces need:
-Multiple uses
-Flexibility
-More informality





















At the Core of a Downtown Renaissance

CAMPUS MARTIUS, DETROIT



Compuware 
Building

Detroit Medical 
Center

Wayne State 
University

Eastern 
MarketM1 Rail

Waterfront

TECHTOWN

DTE 
Energy

College for Creative 
Studies

M@dison 
Building

American Lightweight
Manufacturing Innovation 
Institute

Blue Cross
Blue Shield
of Michigan



Detroit before CAMPUS MARTIUS, DETROIT

circa 1917







CAMPUS MARTIUS, DETROIT

circa 2000

source: Downtown Detroit Partnership















Detroit: Campus Martius / Cadillac Square





CAMPUS MARTIUS, DETROIT
TODAY

source: Downtown Detroit Partnership



TODAY

source: Downtown Detroit Partnership







EAT DINNER/LUNCH

FIND SOME SHADE

HAVE A DRINK

MEET A FRIEND

DANCE

WATCH THE FOUNTAINS
CATCH A SHOW

LOUNGE IN THE SUN

PLAY IN THE SAND

POWER OF 10+











Stay in Touch!

pps.org (read our blog, subscribe to our free newsletter)

@PPS_Placemaking

facebook.com/ProjectforPublicSpaces

PPS_Placemaking
Placemaking Leadership Council 


