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Some history 
“I wish that the superfluous and tedious statutes were brought into one 
sum together, and made more plain and short.” 

Edward VI (1537-1553) 

 

“The law is regarded by its users as intricate and intimidating..we 
should regard the current degree of difficulty as neither inevitable nor 
acceptable.”   

Richard Heaton CB, First Parliamentary Counsel,  April 2013 
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Legislation is important  
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protects 

resolves 

helps 

gives 
opportunities 

empowers 

provides 
stability 

can hinder 
economic activity 

can create burden 
for people and 
businesses 

difficult to 
comply with 

intricate and 
complex 

But... 



Vision for good law 

 

 

 

4 UNCLASSIFIED	  

necessary clear accessible 

coherent  

effective  



Quali
ty	  of	  

the	  s
tatut

e	  

book
	  

User	  experience	  	  

How do we get there? 

internal	  partners	  	  &	  external	  partners	  	  
	  Engage	  ,	  invite	  ideas	  



s. 2 Calendar (New Style) 
Act 1750   

One long 
sentence 



Education (Provision of 
Meals)  Act 1906   

Side notes 



Education Act 1944  
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One long 
sentence 



s.512 Education Act 1996 
(as enacted)    

Hierarchy of 
headings  
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Ch 2 Pt 1, Capital  
Allowances Act 2001    

Short sections 
and shorter 
sentences  
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s.91 Income Tax 
Act 2007     

‘Step’ 
statements 
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s. 181 Finance 
Act 2013      

Table  
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s. 2 National 
Insurance 
Contributions Act 
2014       

Subsection 
headings  
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s. 2 Calendar (New Style) 
Act 1750   
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s. 2 Calendar (New Style) Act 1750 
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Calendar Bill 2014    
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Calendar Bill 2014    
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Calendar Bill 2014    
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Draft Care and Support Bill     
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Draft Care and Support Bill (easy read)     
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A modern lay out for legislation?      



22 



23 



24 



 The design of Bills and Acts and Good Law 
 

Language 

•  Plain, modern, intelligible 

Structure 

•  Logical, telling the story 

•   Aids to navigation – headings, overviews, signposts 

•  Alternatives to traditional – steps, tables, formulae 

Layout 

•  Readable, intuitive, clear 
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To find out more... 
 Visit:  www.gov.uk/good-law  

 
 Email: GoodLaw@cabinet-office.gsi.gov.uk  

 
 Good law blog: www.good-law.tumblr.com 

 
 On Twitter: #goodlaw 
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