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Gov.uk principles 

•  Driven by the public and businesses 
•  Published in re-usable, machine readable form 
•  Open licensing 
•  Easy to find through a single, easy to use access point 
•  Open standards 
•  Standard formats 
•  Release data quickly 
•  Publish inventories 
•  Publish relevant metadata 

            http://data.gov.uk/library/public-data-principles 
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Open Data as standards 
 
• Users at the heart of standards 
• Level playing field for suppliers 
• Support flexibility and change 
• Support sustainable cost 
• Well informed decisions 
• Selection fair and transparent 
• Transparency in specification and implementation 

   
      23 September 2013 

https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/
file/78892/Open-Standards-Principles-FINAL.pdf 
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Official Status 

 
• By authority 
• With authority 
• Trust is the currency 
• Impact 
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Old and new Gazette 
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Context for Design 

 
• Usability studies and surveys 
• Workshops 
• Statistics 
• Feedback 
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Challenges for new users 

 
• Poor mental model of how legislation works 
• Legal terminology confuses 
• Assumptions about what the words on the 

screen mean 
• Describing the ideal viewing experience 
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What we wanted to explore 

• More context accessible without need to 
navigate away from text 

• Content that relates to all or part/section of 
text 

• Experiment with different ideas of display 
• Use existing information that is hidden 
• Work in a browser and tablet world 
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First results 

• A top global menu providing information 
about whole Act 

• Contents on left of screen that can be 
swiped 

• Interactive right hand panel with 
information about the specific extract 
being viewed 
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‘Global’ bar 
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‘Global’ bar: hover-over on ‘Background’ 
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Table of Contents overlay 
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Table of Contents overlay 
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Need to know – Part 1 is only partly in force 



Need to know – ‘show on act’ control 



Need to know – ‘show on act’ turned on 
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Should know – section 2 is only in force for 
specific purposes 

25 



Like to know – text of the commencement 
order detailing the specific purposes 
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Need to know – Explanations are available  



Should know – 3 sources, inc official EN 



Like to know – text of official EN selected 
and pulled in, with link to whole document 



Next steps in Design: Big Data for Law 

•  Create a Legislation Data Research 
Infrastructure at 
http://research.legislation.gov.uk 

•  Understand the needs of researchers 
•  Find ways of processing closed data to 

create new open data 
•  Explore the possibility of a pattern language 

for legislation – a digital design 

30 



 

 Carol Tullo 
 Queen’s Printer of Acts of Parliament 
 Director, Information Policy and Services 
 Carol.tullo@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk 

 
 www.legislation.gov.uk 

 

31 


