Introducing ... Clarity

Daphne Perry

LOclarity



O clarity

Odlarity  Oclarity O clarity L clarity

Pdarity O clarity Pclarity L clarity

An international association
promoting plain legal language

L clarity O clarity L clarity L clarity

LOclarity LOclarity LOclarity LOclarity

LOclarity



plain legal language

A communication is in plain language Iif its
wording, structure, and design are so clear
that the intended readers can easily find

what they need, understand what they find,
and use that information.

LOclarity Clarity, PLAIN and the Center for Plain Language 2014



plain legal language

The writing and setting out of essential
information in a way that gives a
cooperative, motivated person a good
chance of understanding it at first reading,
and in the same sense that the writer meant
It to be understood.

L clarity Martin Cutts, Oxford Guide to Plain English, 2009, p. xi



plain legal language

Plain English charter

Plain English charter

Wiz believe

MIEveryone should be able to understand public information and act
on it after reading it once.

Cur mission

MTo make sure that people get clear information, so that they can
use their democratic rights.

VITo make sure all public information is clear and honest.

Our charter

[VIIf vou sign this people's charter you agree with the Plain English
Campaian that all public information should be clear,

pclarity http://www.plainenglish.co.uk/campaigning/plain-english-charter.html



plain legal language

A B
... to execute all such works ... to deliberate of, and to do
and do all such things as all such Things, as, being
under or by virtue of any made plain by them, and
Legislation are or shall be assented to by Us, shall
directed or necessary to concern the settled
be executed ... Continuance of the ...
2013 new lease 1662 Book of Common Prayer
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plain legal language

After subsection (3) insert—

(3A) If, in a case where the purchaser is a public authority, the relevant day
under subsection (3) would (but for this subsection) be later than the day
which would be the relevant day if subsection (5) applied, it is to be treated
for the purposes of subsection (3) as being the day which would be the
relevant day if subsection (5) applied.

(3B) If, in a case where the purchaser is not a public authority, the relevant day
under subsection (3) would (but for this subsection) be more than 30 days
after the day which would be the relevant day if subsection (5) applied, it is
to be treated for the purposes of subsection (3) as being the day which is 30
days after the day which would be the relevant day if subsection (5) applied.

p clarity Late Payment of Commercial Debts Regulations 2013



plain legal language

14.10.2 In relation to the Transferring Employees and the Support Service Employees
[DDC] shall make payments to the appropriate administering authority or the
administrators of the Superannuation Scheme for immediate credit to the Scheme as are
necessary to ensure that all liabilities in respect of the benefits accrued by (1) the
Transferring Employees up to the Completion Date and (2) the Support Services
Employees up to the Transfer Date are fully funded based upon the actuarial
assumptions used for the 2007 actuarial valuation. For the avoidance of doubt, this
means funded to the extent necessary to ensure that there shall be no liability on [DDH]
to make any contributions to the Superannuation Scheme in relation to the cost of
funding the accrued benefits in relation to the period of time up to the Completion Date in
respect of the Transferring Employees (and the Transfer Date in respect of the Support
Services Employees) and until such payments are made by [DDC] shall indemnify [DDH]
against all costs proceedings damages expenses and Support Services Employees'
liabilities and claims of whatever nature in respect of the Transferring Employees and the
Support Service Employees said accrued benefits. [DDC] shall be responsible for
corresponding with the Superannuation Scheme's actuary in relation to the certification
by the Superannuation Scheme's actuary as is mentioned above and shall bear the costs
incurred in relation to the obtaining of the said actuarial valuation.

p clarity Daventry DC v Daventry & District Housing Ltd [2011] EWCA Civ 1153
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Aninternational association
promoting plain legal language
Meetings
Start Clarity arranges occasional breakfast meetings in some countries. We
also arrange a biennial conference somewhere in the world. In 2014
this conference will be held in Belgium.
Conferences

Clarity in your country

Clarity, the journal

IPLW G

Committee

Patrons and life members

Flain language resources

Join Clarity

Contact us

Tweets W Follow
n Joseph Kimble 16 Dec

LOclarity

me

London meetings
We have occasional meetings in London. For information contact
Daphne Perry: daphne.perry@clarifynow.co.uk.

26 November 2013
Teaching clarity - David Emmet

13 June 2013
The Rt Hon Sir Konrad Schiemann, EU Legislation and Judgments -
The advantages of obscurity (audio 16KB)

9 July 2013
The Good Law Project (pdf)

22 April 2013
The visual element in document design (pdf)
Daphne Perry's notes from the meeting (doc)

www.clarity-international.net
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Clarity breakfasts
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Message from the Office of Parliamentary Members of this Group
Counsel Good Law Team.:... ianager's Chaice
John Alexander

"The Office of Parliamentary Counsel are currently waorking with >

Good Law - Explanatory Motes

John Alexander

Communications & content, suppor
investment in east London & |slingtc

_ Unfollows Johin oT=]
Like « Follow = 9 months ago

Your group contribution lev
Start a discussion or share something with the group

Start by commenting in a discussi

Your Activity participants get dx the number of

Popular Fecent

Lawyerly Communication Doesn't Work
Matthew Salzwedel

,O clarity LinkedIn group: Clarity — clear legal language



12 -13 - 14 November

Antwerp-Brussels, Belgium

IC.Clear | Oclarity

Conference ‘Learning to be clear’

with the support of the Clear Writing Campaign of the European Commission

Catch up with clear communication professionals from all over the world

Clarity’s last conference in Washington DC drew about 300 speakers and attenclees from

all continents.



Join Clarity

 Clarity journal — Just out

* Next Clarity breakfast — 15 May 2014
— 8.15 am breakfast

— 8.30 EU Ombudsman speaks on whether
clear language means better government

— 9.30 ends.
 Clarity conference — November 2014
 Clarity LinkedIn group

LOclarity
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Seminars

Conferences and meetings

Clarity, the journal

Patrons & Life members

Flain language resources

Join Clarity

Contact us

Forum Clarity

LOclarity

Clarity - Advocating clear legal
language

We are a worldwide group of lawyers and others who advocate
using plain language in place of legalese. We promote our
goals in many ways. Read more About us.

Clarity news

How can you get involved in Clarity?
Get informed on plain language by reading past issues
of Clarity and visiting the links on our resources page.

Join Clarity or renew vour mermbership.

Interested in IC Clear?

The EU funded IC Clear project will dewvelop, I f ( ' Q v
pilot and implement a postgraduate course in - [ s ® “wel\a |

clear communication to respond to the increase @ Menoond Comotfum o Cear Communcmon
in demand for clear, easy-to-understand
information and the lack of well-trained clear communication professionals.

Learn tmore about IC Clear

www.clarity-international.net/join-clarity-2.html
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