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plain legal language 

  

A communication is in plain language if its 

wording, structure, and design are so clear 

that the intended readers can easily find 

what they need, understand what they find, 

and use that information. 
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plain legal language 

  

The writing and setting out of essential 

information in a way that gives a 

cooperative, motivated person a good 

chance of understanding it at first  reading, 

and in the same sense that the writer meant 

it to be understood. 

 
 

Martin Cutts, Oxford Guide to Plain English, 2009, p. xi 



plain legal language 

http://www.plainenglish.co.uk/campaigning/plain-english-charter.html 



plain legal language 

A 

 

… to execute all such works 

and do all such things as 

under or by virtue of any 

Legislation are or shall be 

directed or necessary to 

be executed … 

 

2013 new lease 

 

B 

 

… to deliberate of, and to do 

all such Things, as, being 

made plain by them, and 

assented to by Us, shall 

concern the settled 

Continuance of the … 

 

1662 Book of Common Prayer 



plain legal language 

After subsection (3) insert–– 

 

(3A) If, in a case where the purchaser is a public authority, the relevant day 

under subsection (3) would (but for this subsection) be later than the day 

which would be the relevant day if subsection (5) applied, it is to be treated 

for the purposes of subsection (3) as being the day which would be the 

relevant day if subsection (5) applied. 

 

(3B) If, in a case where the purchaser is not a public authority, the relevant day 

under subsection (3) would (but for this subsection) be more than 30 days 

after the day which would be the relevant day if subsection (5) applied, it is 

to be treated for the purposes of subsection (3) as being the day which is 30 

days after the day which would be the relevant day if subsection (5) applied. 

Late Payment of Commercial Debts Regulations 2013 



plain legal language 

14.10.2 In relation to the Transferring Employees and the Support Service Employees 

[DDC] shall make payments to the appropriate administering authority or the 

administrators of the Superannuation Scheme for immediate credit to the Scheme as are 

necessary to ensure that all liabilities in respect of the benefits accrued by (1) the 

Transferring Employees up to the Completion Date and (2) the Support Services 

Employees up to the Transfer Date are fully funded based upon the actuarial 

assumptions used for the 2007 actuarial valuation. For the avoidance of doubt, this 

means funded to the extent necessary to ensure that there shall be no liability on [DDH] 

to make any contributions to the Superannuation Scheme in relation to the cost of 

funding the accrued benefits in relation to the period of time up to the Completion Date in 

respect of the Transferring Employees (and the Transfer Date in respect of the Support 

Services Employees) and until such payments are made by [DDC] shall indemnify [DDH] 

against all costs proceedings damages expenses and Support Services Employees' 

liabilities and claims of whatever nature in respect of the Transferring Employees and the 

Support Service Employees said accrued benefits. [DDC] shall be responsible for 

corresponding with the Superannuation Scheme's actuary in relation to the certification 

by the Superannuation Scheme's actuary as is mentioned above and shall bear the costs 

incurred in relation to the obtaining of the said actuarial valuation. 

Daventry DC v Daventry & District Housing Ltd [2011] EWCA Civ 1153  
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Clarity breakfasts 



Clarity breakfasts 



Clarity breakfasts 



LinkedIn group: Clarity – clear legal language 



 



Join Clarity 

• Clarity journal – Just out 

• Next Clarity breakfast – 15 May 2014 

– 8.15 am breakfast 

– 8.30 EU Ombudsman speaks on whether 

clear language means better government 

– 9.30 ends. 

• Clarity conference – November 2014 

• Clarity LinkedIn group 



Join Clarity 

www.clarity-international.net/join-clarity-2.html 
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