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Evacuation Chairs are specially designed seats into which mobility-impaired people are 

secured and transported from a building, usually via stairways during an emergency. 

The Regulatory Reform (Fire Safety) Order 2005 

(RRO) states under article 9 that the findings of 

a Fire Safety Risk Assessment will help the 

‘responsible person’ decide what fire safety 

measures are needed, including if Evacuation 

Chairs are required.  

A Fire Risk Assessment is an organised and 

methodical look at your premises, the 

activities carried on there and the likelihood 

that a fire could start and cause harm to those 

in and around the premises. If there are less 

than five occupants regularly in the building, 

then it isn’t required for the fire risk 

assessment to be written down.  

Within the RRO, it states that, after reviewing the findings of a Fire Safety Risk 

Assessment, the ‘responsible person’ on the premises must consider anybody who may 

be especially at risk and act to protect these individuals as best they can. For example, 

somebody with a physical disability. Therefore, government guidelines concur that 

where Evacuation Chairs are the preferred method of escape, the ‘responsible person’ 

on the premises should be able to provide them. 

 

Subject: Evacuation Chairs and Fire Risk Assessments 

 
 

https://www.fixfire.co.uk/
https://www.fixfire.co.uk/products/evacuation-chairs
https://www.fixfire.co.uk/do-you-comply/regulatory-reform-order-2005
https://www.fixfire.co.uk/do-you-comply/regulatory-reform-order-2005
https://www.fixfire.co.uk/products/fire-risk-assessment
https://www.fixfire.co.uk/products/evacuation-chairs
https://www.fixfire.co.uk/products/evacuation-chairs
https://www.fixfire.co.uk/do-you-comply/regulatory-reform-order-2005
https://www.fixfire.co.uk/products/fire-risk-assessment
https://www.fixfire.co.uk/products/fire-risk-assessment
https://www.fixfire.co.uk/products/evacuation-chairs
https://www.fixfire.co.uk/
https://www.fixfire.co.uk/


 

 

 

 

Key Stages to Assess if you need an Evacuation Chair  

1. Conduct a Fire Risk Assessment and identify fire hazards at your premises.  

2.  Identify how your employees and visitors will escape. Highlight who might find 

it more difficult to escape unaided.  

3.  Evaluate potential hazards on escape routes for these people, for example, the 

use of stairs when lifts are out of action or suspended.  

4. Identify actions to mitigate the risks identified in step 3 which could include 

evacuation chairs for use with stairs.  

5. Record the findings and detail the actions taken and inform all employees of 

these actions. You may need to provide training for specialist equipment.  

6. Review the Fire Safety Risk Assessment at regular intervals or when a change 

occurs in the workplace or work activities. 

The assessment of whether Evacuation Chairs may be required will take place at 

stage/step 4 when evaluating the risks and deciding on precautions.  

Got a question about Evacuation Chairs? Need a Fire Safety Risk Assessment? Get in 

touch today!  

For over 45 years, Fixfire® has been providing quality products, systems and services for Life 

& Property Protection. Whatever your requirement, please call our Compliance Team for 

expert advice and a refreshingly different approach. 

Freephone 08000 891999 
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