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The Regulatory Reform (Fire Safety) Order 2005 states that employers and 

organisations have to ensure that everyone, including those at additional risks, such as 

the disabled, vulnerable and the mobility impaired, can evacuate safely in the event of 

a fire or emergency evacuation.  

1. What are Evacuation Chairs? 

Evacuation Chairs are specially designed seats into which 

mobility-impaired people are secured and transported from 

a building, usually via stairways during an emergency. 

2. Are Evacuation Chairs a Legal Requirement? 

Regulatory Reform (Fire Safety) Order 2005 (RRO) states 

under article 9 that the findings of a Fire Safety Risk 

Assessment will help the ‘responsible person’ decide if 

evacuation chairs are required.  

Within the RRO, it states that, after revising the findings of a Fire Safety Risk 

Assessment, the ‘responsible person’ on the premises must consider anybody who may 

be especially at risk and act to protect these individuals as best they can. For example, 

somebody with a physical disability. Therefore, government guidelines concur that 

where Evacuation Chairs are the preferred method of escape, the ‘responsible person’ 

on the premises should be able to provide them. 
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3. How do Evacuation Chairs Work? 

The use of Evacuation Chairs must be part of an Evacuation Plan that meets current 

legislative requirements including the Regulatory Reform (Fire Safety) Order, and the 

Equality Act.  Correct manual handling techniques must be used, and regulations 

complied with. This is especially important when carrying a loaded chair for upstairs 

evacuation and a Fire Safety Risk Assessment should be made, including how many 

people will be required to carry the chair for each specific case. 
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4. How many Evacuation Chairs do I need?  

How many Evacuation Chairs you need depends on meeting your existing fire safety 

arrangements under article 11 of the Fire Safety Order. Particular consideration 

should be given to the number of Evacuation Chairs required to meet both Personal & 

General Emergency Evacuation Plans. 

For General Emergency Evacuation plans, a good rule of thumb is one Evacuation 

Chair per staircase for all upper floors, in addition to any extra chairs being required 

for existing personal Emergency Evacuation Plans situations. A Fire Safety Risk 

Assessment will need to be carried out by those responsible for premises management. 

The findings of a Fire Risk Assessment should help the responsible person to source 

the appropriate solution to accommodate the building and its residents.   

Legislation dictates that you must provide a safe means of evacuation for any persons 

who may be (or become) unable to use the exit routes in the event of a fire or any 

emergency. 

5. Different types of Evacuation Chairs  

We currently have a range of 3 different evacuation chairs and each model comes with 

a variety of features designed to provide comfort and reassurance for the evacuee. 
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Got a question about Evacuation Chairs? Need a Fire Safety Risk Assessment? Get in 

touch today!  

For over 45 years, Fixfire® has been providing quality products, systems and services for Life 

& Property Protection. Whatever your requirement, please call our Compliance Team for 

expert advice and a refreshingly different approach. 

Freephone 08000 891999 
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