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Fire Extinguishers work by removing one or more components of the fire triangle. The 

fire triangle is used to help understand the chemical reaction needed to create and fuel 

a fire. It consists of three elements heat, oxygen and fuel. To put 

a fire out, you need to effectively remove one of these 

elements.  

A Water Fire Extinguisher works by using the cooling effect of 

the water to remove the heat from the triangle, whereas a CO2 

Fire Extinguisher removes the oxygen. A Foam Extinguisher 

aims to remove both, with the foam acting as a cooling agent.  

How to use a Fire Extinguisher  

Fire Extinguishers should always be used by people who have been trained. Having the 

right type of Fire extinguishers is critical to protecting lives and assets and will help 

you be prepared if a fire breaks out. 

There are 5 main types of Fire Extinguishers and each one has a specific use depending 

on the type of fire. 

• Water Fire Extinguisher – used for class A fires such as wood, paper and 

textiles. 

•  Foam Fire Extinguisher – these Fire Extinguishers can be used for class A and B 

class fires including wood, plastics, paper, cardboard, fabric and textiles, grain 

dust and flour along with flammable liquids, gasoline, petroleum oil, paint and 

diesel.  
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• Dry Powder Fire Extinguisher – used on Classes A, B, and C, and electrical type 

fires where Class C is flammable gases (butane, propane, and acetylene)  

• CO2 Fire Extinguishers are ideal for fighting electrical fires and are commonly 

used in offices  

• Wet Chemical Fire Extinguishers – commonly used in commercial kitchens and 

are used on cooking oils and fats found in deep fat fryers (F Class).  

Before tackling a fire with a fire extinguisher make sure that you have an evacuation 

route safe.  

 An easy way to remember how to use a Fire Extinguisher is with the PASS acronym. 

This involves the following steps:   

1. Pull: Pull the pin, this will break the tamper seal. 

2. Aim: Aim low, pointing the nozzle or hose at the base of the fire. Do not touch 

the horn on a CO2 extinguisher, it gets very cold and can damage the skin. 

3. Squeeze: Squeeze the handle to release the extinguishing agent. 

4. Sweep: Sweep from side to side at the base of the fire, the fuel source, until the 

fire is out. 

Got a question about a Fire Extinguisher? Need Fire Safety Compliance advice?  Get in 

touch today!  

For over 45 years, Fixfire® has been providing quality products, systems and services 

for Life & Property Protection. Whatever your requirement, please call our 

Compliance Team for expert advice and a refreshingly different approach. 

Freephone 08000 891999 
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