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Under the Regulatory Reform Fire Safety Order 2005 the Responsible person has a 

general duty to take general fire precautions.  Article 4 (1) defines measures in relation 

to the means for fighting fires on the premises. 

The responsible person must ensure that:  

•  The premises are, to the extent that is appropriate, equipped with appropriate 

fire-fighting equipment 

• Any non-automatic fire-fighting equipment so provided is easily assessable, 

simple to use and indicated by signs 

The numbers and type of portable Fire Extinguisher that should be present in the 

property depends on the size of the premises, the type and nature of the operations 

being carried out and the nature of any substances present.  

How are fires classified? 

The types of fire hazards in your business will help determine what type of fire is most 

likely to break out. In the majority of situations, fire hazards are ordinary combustible 

materials, flammable liquids like oil or gas, or electrical appliances and tools. 

Class A: Ordinary combustible materials (paper, cloth, wood, soft furnishings 

and plastic)  

 

Class B: Flammable liquids (paraffin, petrol and oil)  

Subject: How do you choose the correct Fire Extinguisher for 

your premises?  
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Class C:  Flammable gases, 

e.g. propane, butane and 

methane 

 

Class D: Flammable metals  

 

Class F: Cooking oils & fats  

 

Electrical fires:  fires 

involving a live electrical 

supply (electrical appliances, 

such as computers, printers or 

photocopiers)  

Which Extinguisher to Use 

Having the right type of Fire 

Extinguisher is critical to protecting lives and assets and will help you be prepared if a 

fire breaks out. 

There are 5 main types of Fire Extinguishers and each one has a specific use depending 

on the type of fire. 

• Water Fire Extinguisher – used for flammable solids such as wood, paper, and 

textiles as the water has a cooling effect 

• Foam Fire Extinguisher – used for flammable liquids (petroleum products, 

paints, solvents and thinners), and liquefiable solids (such as wax, butter, tar, 

and car tyres although the water content in a foam extinguisher may cause 

these to split and powder may be more appropriate) 

• Dry Powder Fire Extinguisher – used on Classes A, B, and C, and electrical type 

fires where Class C is flammable gases (butane, propane, and acetylene for 
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example), however, the gas should always be isolated first. Dry powder 

extinguishers work by smothering the fire 

• CO2 Fire Extinguishers – used for Class B flammable liquids and electrical fires. 

As an asphyxiant, CO2 suffocates the fire so extreme care should be taken if 

using in a confined space such as a cupboard – ensure the exit doorway is held 

open, empty the extinguisher into the cupboard space from the door, and shut 

the door 

• Wet Chemical Fire Extinguishers – used for Class F fires; specifically, fires 

involving cooking oils and fats but, most can commonly also be used on Class A 

and B. Wet chemical extinguishers are commonly found in kitchens with deep 

fat fryers (commercial kitchens with fryers exceeding 0.4sqm will also require a 

fixed suppression system) 

Some specialist Fire Extinguishers are available for common and specialist fires such as 

D type powders for flammable metals. These should only be used by trained personnel.  

To determine which Fire Extinguishers you need, you must carry out a Fire Safety Risk 

Assessment.  Finding out what all your potential risks are will give you a starting point 

for a fire safety plan. The types and sizes of extinguishers will differ between business 

types.  

Got a question about Fire Risk Assessments? Need Fire Safety Compliance 

advice?  Get in touch today!  

For over 45 years, Fixfire® has been providing quality products, systems and services for Life 

& Property Protection. Whatever your requirement, please call our Compliance Team for 

expert advice and a refreshingly different approach. 

Freephone 08000 891999 
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