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The Regulatory Reform (Fire Safety) Order 2005, in article 13 subsection 1, requires 

that where necessary in order to ensure the safety of relevant persons, it is a legal 

requirement that “the responsible person” must ensure that the premises are, to the 

extent that it is appropriate, equipped with appropriate fire detectors and alarms. 

It is vital for a regular test to be undertaken to ensure that there has not been a major 

failure of the entire fire detection and fire alarm system that may otherwise go 

unnoticed. 

In subsection 3, it states that the persons 

nominated to implement these measures and 

to maintain them must be competent.  

However, a responsible person (or person 

appointed by the responsible person) can 

carry out testing of the fire alarm system 

after being trained to do so correctly. 

The British Standard BS 5839 states that all fire alarm systems in commercial premises 

need to be tested weekly to ensure that there has not been any major failure and that 

the fire alarm system is in working order. This is important because it ensures that your 

fire alarm system is fully operational. Testing will allow you to identify any system 

faults and keep you compliant with Fire Alarm Regulations.  

Your responsible person or person appointed by the responsible person can carry out 

your weekly fire alarm test, although if you look after a number of properties, you may 

prefer to ask your fire alarm company to do this for you. 
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In each weekly test, you should activate at least one fire alarm call-point and check 

that the alarm sounds and the panel receives the signal. 

Weekly tests 

• Test a manual call point during working hours to check that the control panel 

and alarm sounders operate satisfactorily 

• Each week, a different manual call point should be tested 

• Voice alarm systems should be tested weekly in accordance with BS5839 Part 

8.  

If the system is connected to an Alarm Receiving Centre (ARC) for calling the fire 

brigade, it is very important that the ARC is notified before testing commences and 

when it is complete 

Monthly tests 

• Any automatically started generator used for the fire detection and fire alarm 

system should be tested 

• Any vented batteries used as a standby power supply for the fire detection and 

fire alarm system inspected 

The result of the weekly test should be formally recorded. Ideally, this would be 

recorded in a fire log book every week and retained for any future inspection by the 

local fire and rescue service or any other recognised third party. Any faults or 

deficiencies identified should be referred to a competent person for investigation and 

rectification.  

If a lack of fire alarm system maintenance is proved – and a severe injury, damage, or 

fatality has resulted – then the responsible person could face prosecution and, 

potentially, a custodial sentence.  

Got a question about Weekly Fire Alarm Testing? Need Fire Safety Compliance advice?  Get 

in touch today!  
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For over 45 years, Fixfire® has been providing quality products, systems and services for Life 

& Property Protection. Whatever your requirement, please call our Compliance Team for 

expert advice and a refreshingly different approach. 

Freephone 08000 891999 
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