
C M Y K Nxxx,2020-09-30,A,001,Bs-4C,E2

U(D54G1D)y+&!"!@!$!z

STOCKHOLM — The scene at
Norrsken House Stockholm, a co-
working space, oozed with radical
normalcy: Young, turtleneck-
wearing hipsters schmoozed in
the coffee corner. Others chatted
freely, at times quite near one an-
other, in cozy conference rooms.
Face masks were nowhere to be
seen.

It seemed like January, before

the spread of the coronavirus in
Europe, but it was actually last
week, as many European nations
were tightening restrictions amid
a surge of new cases. In Sweden,
new infections, if tipping upward
slightly, still remained surpris-
ingly low.

“I have potentially hundreds of
tiny interactions when working
here,” said Thom Feeney, a Briton
who manages the co-working
space. “Our work lives should not

be reduced to just the screen in
front of us,” he said. “Ultimately,
we are social animals.”

Normalcy has never been more
contentious than now in Sweden.
Almost alone in the Western

world, the Swedes refused to im-
pose a coronavirus lockdown in
the spring, as the country’s lead-
ing health officials argued that
limited restrictions were suffi-
cient and would better protect
against economic collapse.

It was an approach that trans-
formed Sweden into an unlikely
ideological lightning rod. Many
scientists blamed it for a spike in
deaths, even as many libertarians 

Sweden’s Virus Plan Was Called Lax. Can It Be Called a Success?
By THOMAS ERDBRINK Provocative Approach,

but Few New Cases
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Wendy Dowe was startled
awake early one morning in Janu-
ary 2019, when guards called her
out of her cellblock in the Irwin
County immigration detention
center in rural Georgia, where she
had been held for four months.
She would be having surgery that
day, they said.

Still groggy, the 48-year-old im-
migrant from Jamaica, who had
been living without legal status in
the United States for two decades
before she was picked up by immi-
gration authorities, felt a swell of
dread come over her. An outside
gynecologist who saw patients in
immigration custody told her that
the menstrual cramping she had
was caused by large cysts and
masses that needed to be re-
moved, but she was skeptical. The
doctor insisted, she said, and as a
detainee — brought to the hospital
in handcuffs and shackles — she
felt pressured to consent.

It was only after she was de-
ported to Jamaica and had her
medical files reviewed by several
other doctors that she knew she
had been right to raise questions.

A radiologist’s report, based on
images of her internal organs
from her time at Irwin, described
her uterus as being a healthy size,
not swollen with enlarged masses
and cysts, as the doctor had writ-
ten in his notes. The cysts she had
were small, and the kind that oc-
cur naturally and do not usually
require surgical intervention.

“I didn’t have to do any of it,”
Ms. Dowe said.

ICE Detainees
Recall Pressure
To Get Surgery

This article is by Caitlin Dicker-
son, Seth Freed Wessler and Miriam
Jordan.
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In the last week, leading epide-
miologists from respected institu-
tions have, through different
methods, reached the same con-
clusion: About 85 to 90 percent of
the American population is still
susceptible to SARS-CoV-2, the vi-
rus causing the current pandemic.

The number is important be-
cause it means that “herd immu-
nity” — the point at which a dis-
ease stops spreading because
nearly everyone in a population
has contracted it — is still very far
off.

The evidence came from anti-
body testing and from epidemio-
logical modeling. At the request of
The New York Times, three epide-
miological teams last week calcu-
lated the percentage of the coun-
try that is infected. What they

found runs strongly counter to a
theory being promoted in influen-
tial circles that the United States
has either already achieved herd
immunity or is close to doing so,
and that the pandemic is all but
over. That conclusion would imply
that businesses, schools and
restaurants could safely reopen,
and that masks and other distanc-
ing measures could be aban-
doned.

“The idea that herd immunity
will happen at 10 or 20 percent is
just nonsense,” said Dr. Christo-
pher J.L. Murray, director of the
University of Washington’s Insti-
tute for Health Metrics and Evalu-
ation, which produced the epi-
demic model frequently cited dur-
ing White House news briefings 

Claims of Herd Immunity Called
‘Nonsense,’ as Well as Dangerous

By DONALD G. McNEIL Jr.
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Nearly 100,000 New York City
voters received defective absen-
tee ballots, election officials ac-
knowledged on Tuesday, a far-
reaching error that raised doubts
about the city’s ability to handle a
pandemic-era presidential elec-
tion with millions of mail-in ballots
expected.

The problems were mostly con-
fined to Brooklyn, where voters
expressed outrage and confusion
after seeing that their ballots had
mismatched names and ad-
dresses on the outer and the re-
turn envelopes.

Mayor Bill de Blasio, who does
not control the board, called its
most recent failure “appalling.”

“I don’t know how many times
we’re going to see the same thing
happen at the Board of Elections

and be surprised,” he said.
The faulty ballots come as Pres-

ident Trump has made repeated
baseless challenges to the accura-
cy and integrity of mail-in voting;
on Monday, Mr. Trump had shared
at least four news articles about
the New York issues on Twitter.

The problems are yet another
blemish for the New York City
Board of Elections, which is run
by a board of Democrats and Re-
publicans, and has a long history
of mismanaging elections.

Michael Ryan, the board’s exec-
utive director, blamed the board’s
vendor, Phoenix Graphics, a com-
mercial printing company based
in Rochester, N.Y., which was
hired to mail out ballots in Brook-
lyn and Queens.

Defective Ballots in New York
Prompt Confusion and Anger

By DANA RUBINSTEIN and LUIS FERRÉ-SADURNÍ
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Many restaurants offer banchan, dishes
often accompanying Korean meals, on
the house. Making them at home re-
quires some planning. PAGE D2
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INTERNATIONAL A12-14

Activists May Face China Trial

Citing the pandemic, Disney said the jobs
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New York City on Tuesday
reached a major milestone in its
recovery from the pandemic, wel-
coming roughly 300,000 elemen-
tary school students back to class-
rooms after the reopening of the
system had been repeatedly de-
layed.

But the day’s feeling of triumph
could be short-lived, as just hours
after students began filing into
school buildings Mayor Bill de
Blasio announced that the city’s
daily rate of positive coronavirus
tests had risen to more than 3 per-
cent for the first time in months.

Though the city’s positivity rate
is still relatively low compared
with most parts of the country, Mr.

de Blasio has said he will shut
down in-person instruction if the
average rate stays above 3 per-
cent for seven days. The current
seven-day average is 1.38 percent.

The rise comes at a uniquely
perilous time not just for schools
but also the city’s beleaguered
restaurant industry, which will be
allowed to reopen on Wednesday
for limited indoor dining.

Reflecting the conflicting emo-
tions of the day, Mr. de Blasio

called the reopening of school
buildings “a huge step” even as he
acknowledged that the rise in the
rate to 3.25 percent was a “cause
for real concern.” On Monday, the
daily rate was 1.93 percent.

“Can we keep it well below
three percent with our actions?”
Mr. de Blasio said at a news con-
ference Tuesday morning, after
visiting an elementary school on
the Lower East Side of Manhat-
tan. “Yes, I’m convinced we can.”

New Yorkers weary of the pan-
demic’s devastation will be hoping
that he is right. The virus has not
only killed 24,000 New Yorkers,
but also paralyzed the city’s econ-
omy. Bringing children back into
classrooms and reopening restau-
rants for indoor dining had 

300,000 Students Return to Class in New York
By ELIZA SHAPIRO 
and MIHIR ZAVERI

Kindergartners reporting for their first day of school at P.S. 161 in Crown Heights, Brooklyn.
JUAN ARREDONDO FOR THE NEW YORK TIMES

A Symbol of Recovery
Even as Virus Cases

Start to Creep Up
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WASHINGTON — The first
presidential debate between Pres-
ident Trump and Joseph R. Biden
Jr. unraveled into a rhetorical me-
lee Tuesday, as Mr. Trump hec-
tored and interrupted Mr. Biden
nearly every time he spoke and
the former vice president de-
nounced the president as a
“clown” and told him to “shut up.”

In a chaotic, 90-minute back-
and-forth, the two major party
nominees expressed a level of ac-
rid contempt for each other un-
heard-of in modern American
politics.

Mr. Trump, trailing in the polls
and urgently hoping to revive his
campaign, was plainly attempting
to be the aggressor. But he inter-
jected so insistently that Mr. Bi-
den could scarcely answer the
questions posed to him, forcing
the moderator, Chris Wallace of
Fox News, to repeatedly urge the
president to let his opponent
speak.

“Will you shut up, man?” Mr. Bi-
den demanded of Mr. Trump at
one point in obvious exasperation.
“This is so unpresidential.”

Yet Mr. Biden also lobbed a se-
ries of bitingly personal attacks of
his own.

“You’re the worst president
America has ever had,” he said to
Mr. Trump.

“In 47 months I’ve done more
than you have in 47 years,” Mr.

Trump shot back, referring to his
rival’s career in Washington.

The president’s bulldozer-style
tactics represented a significant
risk for an incumbent who’s trail-
ing Mr. Biden because voters, in-
cluding some who supported him
in 2016, are so fatigued by his
near-daily attacks and outbursts.
Yet the former vice president
veered between trying to ignore
Mr. Trump by speaking directly
into the camera to the voters, and
giving in to temptation by hurling
insults at the president. Mr. Biden
called Mr. Trump a liar and a rac-
ist.

Mr. Trump peppered his re-
marks with misleading claims and
outright lies, predicting that a co-

TRUMP’S HECKLES 
SEND FIRST DEBATE 

INTO UTTER CHAOS

By JONATHAN MARTIN and ALEXANDER BURNS

President Trump and Joseph R. Biden Jr. at Tuesday’s debate. Interrupted repeatedly, Mr. Biden asked, “Will you shut up, man?”
DOUG MILLS/THE NEW YORK TIMES

Fox News’s Chris Wallace mod-
erated the event in Cleveland.
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Talk of Policies and Ideas Drowned Out
— Biden Calls President ‘Clown’

An unnamedgrand juror in the Breonna
Taylor case is suggesting that not all
the evidence was heard. PAGE A23

Taylor Juror Pushes Back
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Today, early rain, clearing, turning
less humid, windy, high 72. Tonight,
mostly clear skies, low 58. Tomor-
row, mostly sunny skies, low humid-
ity, high 72. Weather map, Page B7.
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