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Deep Hope:

Our deep hope is that we would be 
disciples of the Rabbi and rabbis to the disciples.





Essential Learning Targets: 

I can better represent God by understanding His heart 
and character.

I can help others relate to God by communicating His 
heart and character in an engaging and effective way.



Curricular Outcomes:

Bible Knowledge - being familiar with different texts of the Bible and 
how to interpret them  

• (e.g. parables in Gospels)

Gospel - being able to identify and articulate clearly the content of the 
gospel message 

• (Creation/Fall/Redemption/Restoration)

Rhetoric - the ability to tailor a message to the specifics of an audience 
so it will be well-received 

• (e.g. engaging + effective)



Habits of Learning:

Courageous Designing -

• Artistic = struggle to form idea
• Artistic = critique and revision
• Specific parameters for art (audience)

Joy-filled Collaborating -

• Working in groups
• Working on artistic project
• Opportunities for compromise and sacrifice



See God’s Story:

Redemption & Restoration -
• God desires that all would be redeemed & restored
• God provided a way for that to happen
• God invites/empowers us to be a part of the process through 

sharing His Gospel message with others. Through this FLEx, my 
students saw themselves doing this in His Story.

2 Timothy 2:2 
“And the things you heard from me . . . entrust these to faithful 

people, who will be able to teach others also.”



Throughlines:

Throughline #1:  Image Reflector

• To have compassion for the people around us
• To understand those people
• Take steps to reach out to those people    

Throughline #2:  Shalom Maker

• The Gospel message brings peace (to us and through us)
• How I work can bring/steal peace?    



Formational Learning Experience:

Real Needs: 

- For people to hear the gospel in an engaging and creative way

Real People:  

- People near to where you live, work, and play

Real Work: 

- Create an engaging and creative parable to share the gospel message



The Parable Project:

• Write a parable that teaches an attribute of God
• Use Creation/Fall/Redemption/Restoration as structure

• Create a picture that represents the parable 
• Capture/create the main moment



• What is a parable (vs. a fairy tale, story, etc.)?

• Look at parables in Gospels to get characteristics
• Flow, Amount of detail, Beginnings/Endings

• What are the different parts of a story? 
• Creation, Fall, Redemption, Restoration
• Used favorite movies to examine/compare

• What makes a story engaging + relatable?

INVITE



Parable of Prodigal Son

Return of Prodigal Son
(Rembrandt)

INVITE

We looked at not only 
the text of parables, 
but also how artists 
represented the heart 
of the parable.



INVITE

An essential learning 
target for this unit 



NURTURE
I assisted students in 
brainstorming their parable.

They worked as a whole 
class to write their parable. 
We worked on 
communication and 
teamwork skills throughout 
the process.



1st Draft



NURTURE
Each of my Bible classes 
gave feedback to the 
other classes. They 
learned how to give kind 
and specific feedback.



Feedback:

• Kind
• Have to tell the truth
• Be “receivable”

• Specific
• Detailed critique/praise
• Offer examples of changes

NURTURE



2nd Draft



EMPOWER
Students were totally in 
charge of designing and 
critiquing the parables.



Student Reflections: Questions Asked

• What did your group do well in communicating with each other?

• What was the hardest part of the activity for you?

• How could you have been a better follower?

• How could you have been a better leader?

• What was your biggest moment of learning/impact?



• The most profound responses came to the questions “How could I have 
been a better shepherd?” and “How could I have been a better 
follower?”

• There were a lot of responses that related to listening to the people 
around them and not just trying to talk over them or shout them 
down. As a leader, they should seek out the opinions of others, listen to 
those opinions, and make a place for everyone in the group to have a 
voice. They talked also about being willing to listen to what others were 
saying and being willing to do what someone else wanted to do not just 
what they wanted, sacrificing their own desires for the group in order to 
follow someone else's.

Student Reflections: Responses



Teacher Reflections:

• Debriefing with students at different points was important
• To deal with conflict (e.g. want to separate from group)
• To draw out/emphasize certain conclusions
• Use questions to make points

• Vital to give students freedom to struggle/fail

• “Real Work” is really important
• They have to see/feel it actually means something
• “Outside audience”



Additional Information to tell the story:

• One parable was used in teaching Elementary Chapel

• Next year: students will present in younger chapels

• Feedback & revision were very helpful in shepherding

• Students more impacted by peer feedback (positive and negative)

• Teacher helped guide students when stuck




