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Thank you for the opportunity to present testimony on behalf of the League of Women Voters of 

New Jersey. My name is Philip Hensley, Democracy Policy Analyst with the League. We are 

here to advocate for a budget that adequately funds our elections infrastructure, our children’s 

education and childcare, and critical environmental programs. And we join our voices with 

members of the For the Many coalition in opposition to the proposed corporate business tax cut.  

 

Voting must be made accessible and secure, and the state must commit to adequately funding our 

election infrastructure.  Last year, the budget made appropriations to increase poll worker pay to 

$300.00 per day. We call on the legislature to build on that progress and allocate additional 

funding for poll worker training, and to support increased staffing and technology needs at the 

Department of State. In particular, the budget should make appropriations to ensure that the 

Department of State and Division of Elections can fully resource its voter education efforts. As 

we prepare for the 2024 election cycle, the Department’s critically important voter education 

efforts, essential to combatting disinformation and misinformation and restoring trust in our 

democracy, remain underfunded. Therefore, we recommend that that the budget include a $20 

million appropriation for the Department of State dedicated to voter education.   

 

The League also supports the proposed John Lewis Voting Rights Act of New Jersey, and while 

an estimate of the fiscal cost of that legislation is not yet available, we believe the state should 

anticipate the necessity of providing translation services and staffing an independent agency to 

enforce voting rights protections, and make adequate appropriations in the budget. We also 

support funding for expansion and modernization of automatic voter registration. 

 



Regarding education, we applaud the Governor’s proposed $830 million school funding increase, 

and the $109 million increase in preschool expansion aid will increase access for more 3- and 4-

year-olds. Funding to support New Jersey’s nationally recognized state-funded preschool 

program continues to be money well-spent. We appreciate the Governor’s proposal to double the 

child state income tax credit to $1,000 per child. These additional funds will be a lifeline for 

those struggling to remain above the poverty line. We also applaud the funding provided for the 

school development authority and the important achievement of a third consecutive full pension 

payment. 

 

We are also encouraged by provisions in the budget providing increased resources for childcare, 

including continuing childcare subsidy payments based on enrollment, maintaining the $300 per 

child monthly childcare supplementary payment, and continuing the family subsidy co-pay 

waiver. While these policies are essential, staffing shortages continue to afflict the industry, and 

the League urges the state to think differently on how best to develop and fund policies that will 

attract and retain childcare staff. 

The League also strongly supports efforts to improve infant and maternal health outcomes in the 

proposed budget. The League supports NJ Family Care's increased reimbursement rates for 

perinatal, midwifery, and community doula care as part of ongoing efforts to improve birth 

outcomes, reduce maternal mortality and eliminate racial disparities in birth outcomes. The 

League fully supports the $4.5 million increase to expand New Jersey’s universal home visitation 

system to provide at-risk pregnant women and families the supports needed to raise physically, 

socially and emotionally healthy children. We also support $750,000 in new funding for doula 

and community health worker training, $630,000 in funding for the first in the nation New Jersey 

Report Card of Hospital Maternity Care and $600,000 for the New Jersey Maternal Data Center. 

 
Regarding the environment, we oppose the yearly raids on the Clean Energy Fund to fill gaps in 

non-clean energy budget items. For years the state budget has raided the Clean Energy Fund, 

with the largest amount going to the operating budget of NJ Transit . The legislature should make 

sure that funding is guaranteed for both clean energy and NJ Transit. 

 



We also believe that funding for parks maintenance must be increased. A recent report on New 

Jersey State Lands Management prepared for the Pinelands Alliance found that staffing has 

decreased by 28% since 2006, leading to reduced services. We urge the legislature to increase 

the state budget appropriation from $16 million annually for park operations and law 

enforcement, to $52 million annually, on par with the national average, and to increase capital 

spending from $20 million annually to $60 million, which would address the $600 million dollar 

maintenance backlog in ten years.  

 

Finally, the League joins our For the Many coalition partners in advocating for an equitable tax 

code. Allowing the corporate business tax surcharge to expire would provide a massive tax cut to 

some of the largest and most profitable corporations in the country. The tax is paid by roughly 

2,500 businesses that pay a 2.5% tax on net profits over $1 million and would not benefit 

community-sustaining local and small businesses. As a result of this cut, the state would lose out 

on over $600 million in revenue. This loss of revenue puts funding for education, healthcare and 

the environment at risk. Instead of spending $600 million on a corporate tax cut for the wealthy 

few, New Jersey could pay for preschool for 37,000 more 3- and 4-year-olds, or quadruple the 

child tax credit. The proposed cut in the corporate business tax imperils all areas of state funding, 

and is fiscally imprudent at a time of increased economic uncertainty.  

 

Thank you for your time and attention. 
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