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PENCILS

Have you ever thought of a
pencil as a treasured possession? It all depends on where
you live.
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CONFERENCE CONNECT

Conference
Connect

This month Conference Connect
will be begin. Learn what you
can expect at this year’s meeting
and focus groups.
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EDUCATOR CELEBRATES LONG CAREER

Recently a Rivergate Elementary
teacher celebrated a milestone—
30 years teaching at the school!
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2016 EVENT CALENDAR

You'll find the 2016 OC event
calendar here. For the large
version, visit the OC website at
www.OregonConference.org.
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Singing in the choir

H

By Al Reimche

ave you ever wondered what it must have
been like to check your house for the last
time, making sure you have everything wrapped
up and ready for the trip to the promised land?
Or felt the emotion as you burst out in song after watching the final ties with Egypt being broken and washed away? What would have gone
through your mind as
you watched the water
of the Jordan River pile
higher and higher as the
priests stepped in to the
middle of the dry river
bed? Or listened to the
sound of walls – barriers
– tumble down as you
entered into the promised land?

today? As I think back to the year that recently
ended, it seems to reverberate with terrorism,
pain, and hopelessness –fear, plain and simple,
which must have been the sentiment back there
in Egypt. And yet in this setting, the words of
victory for the song of Moses and the Lamb
are being formed. That moment when all appeared to be lost as the
Israelites left Egypt with
water ahead and armies
behind, that moment of
fear led to one of the
great songs of praise
which I believe will be a
verse in our song at the
end. “The LORD is my
strength and song, and
He has become my salvation; He is my God,
and I will praise Him; my father’s God, and I
will exalt Him.” Exodus 15:2.

God is preparing a
choir to sing that song.
What part are you
practicing to sing?

What is it about that story of deliverance that
impacts us here? Why is that a message for us

c o n t i n u e d o n pa g e
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What will the words to that song be as we
enter the promised land? We know what
they won’t contain. They won’t be about
us. They won’t be about how we protected
ourselves from the disasters that came to
this world. They won’t even be words that
expound on our great exploits for God.
The words will be about a God who excels in strength. They will include pictures
of a God who has done everything for our
redemption—a God who covered all costs
so that we could sing this new song to Him.
A God who has become our salvation.
The rehearsal time for this song is now. The
words will not form on our lips if they have
not been part of our thoughts here. As I reflect on the past year I am reminded of how
God has already been filling our hearts with
those words through the vision and team
ministry of our pastors and educators – all
ministers working “Together as One” and
the new members that have discovered the
grace of our God this year and joined in
practicing for that grand choir. The miracles
that have been evident throughout 2015,
whether financial or physical, conferencewide or just within our own hearts. All
these form the words of that new song.
God is preparing a choir to sing that song.
What part are you practicing to sing?

Pencils

By Dick Duerksen

His intensity caught my attention, and I
slid the camera’s telephoto lens toward
the boy’s eyes.
“If you don’t get the eyes,” my photography mentor's voice rang somewhere in my ears, “you didn’t
get the picture.”
I pressed lightly on the shutter release, just as I have
done hundreds of thousands of times in schools all
around the world. The auto focus was on the pencil,
rather than the eyes, so I pushed
the exposure button and spun
the location dial four spots left
and two spots up.
There he was, eyes in perfect
focus, intensity still flashing as
he pressed his stubby pencil into
the paper.

But he was writing, pressing through the paper
with his own pencil, a bright yellow pencil his new
teacher had given him three days before, a pencil
that had already spent half its length, a pencil that
still had enough lead to make black marks between
the lines on his paper.
He was a student, and he had never been happier!
I showed him one of the photos. He stared into
the back of my camera questioningly, as if looking at
someone he had never met. Then he sighed softly,
and went back to work.

There he was,
eyes in perfect focus,
intensity still flashing
as he pressed
his stubby pencil
into the paper.

I took several shots, glanced at
the last one and realized the
depth of field was wrong. I was
photographing the intensity and
laughter in his eyes, and though that was wonderful,
the boy’s pencil was key to the story. Small, broken,
cherished, used, and unsharpened, the pencil clarified
his desire to learn everything, and to learn it quickly.

I changed the f-stop and shot three more photos.
He looked up, his eyes glittering as the morning
Mozambique light slipped into the classroom, orange and already warm.
His pencil was still for a second, then quickly moved
again on the lined paper as he copied another word
from the brand new blackboard.
He had never seen a blackboard, and had only
dreamed of sitting in a classroom. Writing? With his
own pencil? Impossible!

Later in the day I offered him
a new long yellow pencil with
an unused eraser standing tall
and pink on the top of the
pencil. He took it, turned it
carefully in his hand, admired
the eraser, and handed it back
to me. Then, silently, and with
a small smile, he nodded toward a young girl whose pencil was even smaller than his.

I moved to the other desk and handed the pencil
to the other determined young student. She accepted it – with a flourish.

RIVERGATE TEACHER
CELEBRATES LONG
ADVENTIST CAREER
By Rachel Scribner

Conference
Connect

Conference Connect
T
his year’s Conference Connect meetings will be a great chance to
find out what happened in the conference in 2015 and what you
can look forward to in 2016!

In an attempt to provide the reports given at Conference Connect to
a wider audience, the main 2016 Conference Connect session will be
live streamed video on January 21 at 7:00 pm. We are encouraging all
Oregon Conference churches to show this event at their church if at all
possible. You will also be able to personally view the live stream by going to www.OregonConference.org. Just look for the live stream banner
on the home page. (Please note that the only way to attend this year’s
Conference Connect meeting will be through watching the live stream.)
The live stream will include reports on the state of the conference, finances,
education, and yearly statistics, and during the event you will have the opportunity to email questions and comments to the administration.
In addition to the live stream, there will be focus groups held at five (5)
locations around the conference the end of January and into February.
You are welcome to attend any of these focus groups and participate
in discussion with representatives from conference departments including: Education, Sabbath School, Member Ministries, Youth and Young
Adults, and Ministerial.

Focus groups will begin at 7:30 pm in the following locations:
• January 27 – Pleasant Hill Church, Eugene area

33549 Zephyr Way, Pleasant Hill, Ore.

• January 28 – Medford Church

1900 Greenwood St, Medford, Ore.

• February 9 – Vancouver Church

9711 NE St Johns Rd, Vancouver, Wash.

• February 11 – Tabernacle Church, Portland area
26 SW Condor Way, Portland, Ore.

• February 23 – East Salem Church

5575 Fruitland Rd. NE, Salem, Ore.

“It only takes a spark to get a fire going,” the Rivergate students sing
enthusiastically. One of the teachers adds sign language to the song, his
hands floating with the music. It could be any Friday morning worship if it
weren’t for the mysterious cloth-draped easel at the front, the green and
white decorations draped around the room, or the letters on the wall that
spell “Happy Birthday Mr. Smith.”
Ken Smith, a tall man in any crowd, towers over his first grade students
as his hands fly through the song. Some of the children barely reach his
waist, but they all seem perfectly at ease. Smith closes his eyes to sing a
favorite line with conviction, but opens them just in time to give one small
pupil a wave and a grin.
This chapel is being held to honor a special teacher. Smith has worked in
Adventist education for 38 years. Thirty years ago, he started teaching
first and second grades at Rivergate Adventist Elementary School, and
he’s been there ever since. Smith has even taught children whose parents
were in his class. This program is a thank you for his work: quietly shaping
lives for a generation.
One of Smith’s goals is building strong, confident readers. He glows as he
remembers the students who struggled at first, but later loved to read. “It’s
gone by fast,” he says. “Every day goes by fast.” Smith gets frequent visits
from former students, often to thank him for his creative teaching and for
their solid start in literacy. One student said she had a full college scholarship, thanks in part to the reading and study skills she gained in his class. “It’s
like the song,” Smith says, “the wise man built his house upon the rock.”
Smith may build the foundation, but he insists that he’s only one piece of an
integrated team that guides Rivergate’s students and focuses every subject
on Jesus. That focus is everything to Smith. “There’s such a huge difference
with God and Jesus at the heart of it all,” he says, “that’s why all the staff
are here, and that’s why the parents have their students come here.”
As the chapel comes to a close, a teacher calls Smith to the front and
uncovers the mysterious easel. She reveals a beautiful painting of a tree,
with the fingerprints of Rivergate’s students for leaves. Among the many
green leaves is a smattering of red prints, from Smith’s current class.
Fingerprints seem, somehow, like an appropriate gift for the man who
sings with his hands.
While he has their attention, Smith
asks the students to join him in a sign
language song. They stand and start
to sign. Almost all of them learned
this song when they were in his
class. Smith stands at the front,
his hands diving and swooping
like birds as the children follow
his lead. Beside him sits the fingerprint painting with an inscription that reads: “A teacher takes
a hand, opens a mind, and
touches a heart.”

To download a printable,
full-size version of
this calendar, please visit
www.OregonConference.org

“Never be afraid
to trust
an unknown
future to a

known God.”
– Corrie ten Boom –

WINTER 2016

SPRING 2016

SUMMER 2016 AUTUMN 2016

January 8-9
Hispanic R.E.D. - Youth
January 15-17
Hispanic R.E.D. - Adults

April 1-3
Prison Ministries Convention
April 8-10
Young Adult Spring Retreat
April 15
Handbell Festival
April 22
Pathfinder Spring Teen Event
April 22-24
Ministry Development Retreat
April 29-May 1
Oregon Men’s Summit
May 12-14
NPUC Regional Convocation
May 15
Pathfinder Fair at Linn County
May 22
Adventurer Family Fun Day
May 29
MAA Graduation
June 5
RVAA Graduation
June 5
LAA Graduation
June 5
PAA Graduation
June 5
CAA Graduation
June 1-August 13
Oregon Youth Rush
June 12
Walla Walla U Graduation
June 26-July 3
Big Lake Junior 1 Camp

July 3-10
Big Lake Junior 2 Camp
July 10-17
Big Lake Junior 3 Camp
July 14-16
Gladstone Span. Camp Meeting
July 17-22
Big Lake Adventure Camp
July 19-23
Gladstone Eng. Camp Meeting
July 24-31
Big Lake Tween Camp
July 31-August 7
Big Lake Teen 1 Camp
August 7-14
Big Lake Teen 2 Camp
August 12-14
Pathfinder Leaders Convention
August 17-21
Big Lake Family Camp 1
August 24-28
Big Lake Family Camp 2
August 26-28
Motorcycle Camp Meeting
August 28-31
OC Hispanic Youth Retreat
September 7-10
NAD ACS Convention
September 18-20
NPUC Education Meeting
September 22-25
Fall Bible Camp - Grades 9-12
September 25
NPUC Constituency Session
September 30-October 1
Hispanic Min. Marriage Training

January 15-18

Pathfinder Snow Weekend
January 21

Conference Connect - Live Stream
January 27
Con. Connect - Eugene
January 28
Con. Connect - Medford
January 29-31

TLT Convention
February 9
Con. Connect - Vancouver
February 11
Con. Connect - Portland
February 13

NPUC YA Day of Worship
February 23
Con. Connect - Salem
February 26-28

Marriage Conference
March 4-6

Wom. Min. Leadership Retreat
March 4-6

Pathfinder Winter Teen Retreat
March 5

Hispanic Children’s Min. Training
March 6

VBS Fun Day
March 6-7
Friendship Basketball Tournament
March 11-12

Global Youth Day
March 25-27

Prayer Ministries Conference

September 30-October 1
Hispanic Min. Marriage Training
October 1
Children’s Sabbath
October 1-31
Pastor Appreciation Month
October 7-9
Young Adult Fall Retreat
October 8
Children’s Min. Convention
October 28-30
Oregon Women’s Retreat
November 5
Hispanic Min. Fall Festival
November 27
HOLIDAY - Thanksgiving
November 28-December 1
Pastors Prayer Retreat
November 28-30
Hispanic Women’s Retreat
December 2-4 & 9-11
Follow the Star
December 3
Hispanic Elders’ Training
December 24
HOLIDAY - Christmas Eve
December 25
HOLIDAY - Christmas Day

Called
by God

Go

to

Members
in Ministry!
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Note Worthy...
Milo Rallies From Winter Storm Damage

Milo Adventist Academy near Days Creek, Ore., suffered more than $2 million
in storm-related damage during heavy winds, rain and power outages in December.
With no power in most campus buildings for five days, students were let out early
for Christmas vacation, while academy staff scrambled to begin clean up and minimize further damage. More than 40 of Milo’s dorm rooms are in need of repair.
Randy Thornton, Milo Academy principal, says insurance will cover $1.5 million
of the cleanup and reconstruction costs, but a minimum of $500,000 more will be
needed to complete additional repairs. If you can volunteer to help with drywall,
roofing, flooring, or with financial resources, please contact Jan Thornton at Milo
Academy. Read more at the Adventist Review online at http://bit.ly/1RxykzA.

Pacific Press Appoints New VP for Finance

Pacific Press Publishing Association has announced the appointment of Robert
Hastings as the new vice president for finance. Hastings, who replaces Martin
Ytreberg, comes to Pacific Press from the Arizona Conference where he has served
as treasurer for almost five years. Familiar with the Northwest, Hastings graduated
from Walla Walla University with a B.A. in Business Administration, and later
completed his M.S. in Business Administration from Andrews University. Before
his role in Arizona, he worked for a number of years with the North Pacific Union
Conference treasury and association. His official Pacific Press title will be chief
financial officer, vice president for finance, and corporate secretary treasurer. Read
more from the Pacific Press website at http:// bit.ly/1Se2HuB.

Former World Church President Dies

Following a long bout with cancer, Robert S. Folkenberg, former Seventh-day
Adventist world church president, died Dec. 24, 2015, just days before his
75th birthday. As world church president from 1990-1999, Folkenberg encouraged the church to move forward in areas of new technology and innovative global
mission. He began the Global Mission initiative, which has helped to develop
thousands of new churches, and later was instrumental in the ShareHim program.
He was the father of Robert Folkenberg Jr. who served for several years as Upper
Columbia Conference president. Read more about Folkenberg Sr.’s life and ministry
at Adventist Review online at http:// bit.ly/1ZnOgbQ.

NAD ACS Responds to Texas Winter Tornadoes

On December 26, a series of strong storms hit the northern area of Texas, killing
11 people and damaging hundreds of buildings. The storms followed a period
of overly warm weather which provided spring-like weather to the area and a
winter storm followed the tornadoes with blizzard-like conditions. Adventist
Community Services Disaster Response (ACS DR) is responding to the needs
of those affected by these storms. They are assembling clean up kits to distribute to the affected families. Volunteers are also needed to help in the effort.
Supplies are also needed to create more cleaning kits for distribution. Needed
supplies are: bleach, scouring pads, sponges (assorted sizes), scrub brushes,
cleaning towels (reusable), laundry detergent, household cleaners (i.e., pine
sol, 409), dish soap, dust masks, latex & non latex gloves, work gloves, heavy
duty trash bags, large tarps, brooms, mops, mop buckets, and paper towels.
The Dallas Area ACS DR is working with the National Voluntary Organizations
Active in Disaster (VOAD) team to coordination further ACS DR response to
the disaster. Monetary donations to help alleviate the disaster can be sent to
Texas ACS, P.O. Box 25, Keene, TX 76959.

Adventist Health Prayerworks

The Adventist Medical Center in Portland, Ore. is starting a new community
prayer program. PrayerWorks looks to connect a community of people together
then they pray. Visit www.AHPrayerWorks.org to post any request, concern or
struggle and instantly be surrounded by a large prayer community.

Remembering Larry Zuchowski

Larry Zuchowski, pastor of the Edmonds Church in Edmonds, Wash., unexpectedly passed away Saturday night, December 19, after heart surgery complications.
In a post by his wife, Gloria, she stated that "he fought like a warrior and trusted
in God like a child. He wasn’t alone because he knew each of his friends and
family were fighting this battle with him." After his start in ministry in Oklahoma,
Zuchowski spent the majority of his pastoral career in Washington at the Bellingham, Puyallup and Edmonds churches. He will be remembered as a one-of-a-kind
genuine, caring friend and Christ-centered minister. A memorial service will be held
Jan. 23 at 3:00 pm at Edmonds Church.

Five Adventist Students Killed in Papua New Guinea Crash

Five Seventh-day Adventist students died and another 11 were injured when the
36-seat vehicle that they were riding ran off the road in the South Pacific nation
of Papua New Guinea. The accident, blamed on engine failure, occurred around
midday Dec. 28 as the students were returning from an Adventist student convention organized by the regional organization Sepik Adventist Students Associated, or
SEASA. Details about the accident are sketchy. The local Post Courier newspaper
reported that the crash occurred after an engine failure. Papua New Guinea has a
poor road safety record. A bus fell off a cliff in Papua New Guinea’s western highlands in April 2013, killing at least 24 people. In the country’s worst accident, two
buses collided head-on in January 2010, killing 40. A team of Adventist doctors
has traveled to Wewak with medical supplies to assist in treating the injured, and
former SEASA members have arrived to support and encourage the SEASA community. A joint funeral for all five students was held in Wewak on Jan. 7.

Nearly 4,000 Adventist Youth Focus on the Global Mission
the Church During Generation. Youth. Christ. (GYC)

of

Thousands of young people from across the United States and more than 50
other countries descended on Louisville, Kentucky, in late December to focus on
Jesus’ Second Coming and to give something back to the community during an annual GYC convention. The five-day convention of GYC, or “Generation. Youth.
Christ,” is themed “Called. Chosen. Faithful” ran through Jan. 3 at the Kentucky
International Convention Center. Organizers said it was the second-largest GYC
convention since the organization was founded in 2002. Read more from Adventist News Network at http://bit.ly/1S63FsL.

Washington Adventist Hospital to Relocate

Washington Adventist Hospital has received long-sought state approval to relocate
to a $331 million facility that will be constructed in White Oak, Maryland, just
down the road from the Seventh-day Adventist world church headquarters. The
Maryland Health Care Commission granted formal approval on Dec. 17 for the
Adventist HealthCare-owned hospital to develop the 170-bed acute-care facility
and medical campus on a 48-acre (19.5-hectare) wooded area at Plum Orchard
Drive and Cherry Hill Road. Construction will begin this month on the hospital,
which will largely replace an aging facility that opened in 1907 in Takoma Park,
about 6 miles (10 kilometers) to the south. The new hospital is slated to open in
early 2019. Read more at http:// bit.ly/1SKrJkh.
For additional news visit http://www.oregonconference.org/news_entries.

Events
UNDERSTANDING & ANSWERING ISLAM
SEMINAR SERIES

When: January 15-17, 2016
Location: Pleasant Valley Adventist Church

OREGON CONFERENCE MARRIAGE GETAWAY

When: February 26-28, 2016
Location: Cottage Grove, Ore
It's a Wonderful Life! is the theme for the Oregon
Conference’s marriage getaway featuring Richie & Timi
Brower and Gary & Shelly Parks. No writing assignments, no confrontations or confessions – just great
concepts to explore with great people, great food,
great music...and a lot of fun! You’ll both be glad
you came! Bonus session: Starting a marriage ministry
in your church. February 26-28, at the Village Green
Resort and Gardens in Cottage Grove, Ore. Early
bird rate of $199 per couple through Valentines’
Day (February 14), then $225. For more information, visit https://orgcfamily.netadvent.org/.

PVC is participating in a seminar event this month in
conjunction with RZIM. This seminar will address the
foundational differences between Islam and Christianity,
and provide tools to understand the nature of the challenge of Islam. Please make plans to attend January 1517 (Friday–7:00-9:00 pm, Sabbath–2:00-5:00
pm, Sunday–10:00 am-12:30 pm) and invite any
friends interested in spiritual renewal and greater understanding of our Muslim friends. Event is free, but registration is required. To register, please call the church
office at 503-658-2248. Pleasant Valley Adventist
Church is located at 11125 SE 172nd Avenue in
Happy Valley, Ore.

SAFETY SEMINAR AT OHANA

R-E-S-T SEMINAR

When: January 19, 6:30 pm
Location: Ohana Christian Fellowship

When: January 29-30, 2016
Location: Ohana Christian Fellowship
R-E-S-T Seminar is coming to Ohana Christian Fellowship, Friday evening January 29 and Sabbath, January
30. Friday evening – 6:30 pm; Sabbath – 10:00
am, 11:00 am, and 1:30 pm. This four-part seminar
deals with; Respect, Encouragement, Significance and
Trust. It is about how church members care for one
another and is presented by pastor Ewart F. Brown.
This will be a life changing experience. Please plan to
attend and encourage a church member to come along
with you. A fellowship luncheon will be served.
DISCOVER HOPE SERIES

When: January 15-February 6, 2016
Location: Hood View Adventist Church
Discover hope in a world of constant change and turmoil, is there a reliable hope? Join us for an exciting,
interactive journey to discover the hope that God offers
us. January 15 - February 6, 6:00-7:30pm. Each day
of the week except Sundays and Thursdays. Absolutely
free. Free resources, drawings for books and DVDs. Free
dinner each night, and childcare will be provided. We
hope you can join us.

for more announcement

Former Portland chief of police, Derrick Foxworth, will
be at Ohana Christian Fellowship, January 19th at
6:30 pm to present a safety seminar. The seminar
will include: 1) How to handle an incident during
services 2) How to deal with an active shooter 3)
Building security and more. This presentation will include powerpoint, DVD and possible handouts. The
presentation will take approximately 90 minutes including Q&A. You are all invited. Ohana is located
at 2180 NE Territorial Rd in Canby, Ore.
DEPRESSION: THE WAY OUT SERIES

When: January 11, 2016
Location: Castle Rock Adventist Church
Free introduction video for the updated “Depression the Way Out” series by founder, Neil Nedley,
M.D. will be presented January 11 at 6:30 pm at
the Castle Rock Adventist Church. Dr. Nedley is an
internal medicine physician with specialty in mental
health. Come check out the free intro to see if you
would like to register for the additional eight Tuesday
sessions beginning January 26 at 6:30 pm. There is
a materials fee for taking the full 8-week class. Questions? Call 360-967-2165.

AUTHOR JOHN WITCOMBE TO SPEAK
AT CASTLE ROCK CHURCH

When: January 11, 4:00 pm
Location: Sunnyside Adventist Church
John Witcombe, author of the book: “Jerusalem Caliphate and the Third Jihad” will speak on Friday,
January 29, at 7:00 pm at the Castle Rock Adventist Church. Discover the endgame of the Middle
East conflict. Pastor Whitcomb will also speak at the
Sabbath morning service on January 30, and at the
2:00 pm meeting that follows the fellowship meal.
Questions? Call 360-967-2165.
DR. CRAIG MCDOUGALL TO SPEAK
AT HILLSBORO CHURCH

When: February 28, 3:00 pm
Location: Hillsboro Adventist Church
Dr. Craig McDougall, son of physician John McDougall, will be speaking at the Hillsboro Adventist Church
on February 28, at 3:00 pm. Dr. McDougall, who has
spoken at past Northwest VEG events, will be sharing
on the importance of a plant-based diet. Following the
presentation a light meal will be served, followed by a
question and answer time with Dr. McDougall. For more
information, contact Teresa Lyons at 503-784-8342.
BIG LAKE REGISTRATION OPENS FEBRUARY 1

When: Beginning February 1st, 2016
Location: www.BigLake.org
Registration for Big Lake Youth Camp (BLYC) opens
on February 1 at 10:00 am! To plan your awesome
summer adventure at BLYC, and to register online,
please visit www.biglake.org. See you at the lake!

All links are clickable here and elsewhere in the eCommuniqué.

& event information please visit www.oregonconference.org/announcements – this page is updated weekly.

Transitions
Randy Ban (Shandra) will resign his position as pastor of the Storyline Adventist Group on January 31
to pursue other ministry opportunities.

S un set Ca l endar
Bend
Eugene
Hood River
Longview
Medford
Newport
Portland

Jan 2

Jan 9

Jan 16

Jan 23

Jan 30

Feb 6

4:37 PM
4:45 PM
4:32 PM
4:36 PM
4:49 PM
4:46 PM
4:37 PM

4:44 PM
4:52 PM
4:39 PM
4:44 PM
4:56 PM
4:53 PM
4:45 PM

4:52 PM
5:00 PM
4:48 PM
4:52 PM
5:04 PM
5:02 PM
4:53 PM

5:01 PM
5:09 PM
4:57 PM
5:02 PM
5:12 PM
5:11 PM
5:02 PM

5:11 PM
5:18 PM
5:07 PM
5:12 PM
5:21 PM
5:20 PM
5:12 PM

5:20 PM
5:28 PM
5:18 PM
5:22 PM
5:30 PM
5:30 PM
5:22 PM
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