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CHOOSING COMMISSIONING

Stephen Lundquist recently chose
to be commissioned rather than
ordained. Read about his decision and his hopes for the future.
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ORDINATION VS. COMMISSIONING

What's the difference between
ordination and commissioning,
and why might it matter to your
pastor, or your church?
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NOTE WORTHY NEWS

Bits of news from around the
Conference and around the
world that we thought you
might find interesting.
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TRANSITIONS

With summer comes the season of
transition, it seems. Read who will
has joined us in the OC and who
has started a new adventure.
PAGE 5

Together as one

S

By Al Reimche

Our 'Together as One' summit has united our
unday evening about one month ago, over
350 ministers of the Oregon Conference met for team in many ways. At Livingstone Adventist
an historic and awesome two days. Just so you un- Academy, the pastors and teachers (both felderstand, we do not have that many pastors in our low ministers of the Gospel) met to discuss
conference, but when pastors and educators get ways to grow their common ministry. The pastogether they are all referred to as ministers. I wish tors asked how they could help the schools,
I could capture the excitement and energy of that and the teachers asked how they could help the
churches. It is that kind of
event, but since I can't, let
spirit that will grow both
me share some of the stories that have resulted from The pastors asked how they our church and school
those two days.
could help the schools, and families. Out of that spirit
has come classrooms planTillamook Adventist the teachers asked how they ning to adopt individual
churches this school year,
School has worked hard
could help the churches. and the pastors planning
for years to grow. The
for a school/church picnic,
local Adventist church
is very supportive, and many community stu- inviting all families including those with children
dents also attend. Two local churches have em- not attending LAA.
braced the school and with the Pastors of those
churches speaking highly of the local Adventist With the second highest enrollment on record,
School, 20 additional students have registered Portland Adventist Academy opened its doors
for this year. God is Good.
with 292 students! They have a freshman class
c o n t i n u e d o n pa g e
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of 79 students and have added two additional staff members to meet the needs. God
is blessing in so many ways!
Chad Carlton, the pastor at a Vancouver
church, is organizing a luncheon for teachers
and pastors to talk about how they can better
minister to His children. This teamwork is being seen all throughout the conference.
Our school in Grants Pass is growing and
has added 9th grade this school year. Their
pastors have added to their load by teaching
a Bible class. What a blessing these pastors
are to their school!
During the week before school started in
Bend, Three Sisters Adventist School experienced a direct answer to prayer. Their
head teacher, Jenny Neil, prayed for two
additional students per day, and each and
every day, God brought two new students.
At the end of the week Jenny had enrolled
13 new students!
The hard work of Pastor Juan Pacheco, a giving church, and a scholarship made it possible
for 20 of his church members to send their
children to Tualatin Valley Academy, and
Portland Adventist Academy.
The common thread through all of these
stories is a shared goal—our church families, pastors, and teachers are bringing our
children into a relationship with Jesus. It is
such a pleasure to work with our churches
and schools to reach this goal!
It doesn’t end there. The scholarship fund
“Every Child Deserves to Know Christ” is
currently helping over 150 students to be
able to attend our schools this year. We are
grateful for our church members who believe
in Adventist education so much that they
sacrifice to make these scholarship dollars
available. There are literally tears of joy at
many of our schools from grateful parents.
Over the past two years, 501 new students have begun attending, or an increase of
127%, and 104 students are new already
this year! God is doing an exciting work of
bringing new young lives into our schools so
that Jesus can shine through them!

Choosing Commisioning
Rather than Ordination
By Krissy Barber & Liesl Vistaunet
As a young person, Stephen Lundquist had
plans to follow in his family’s footsteps by
physically healing people through healthcare.
But God had different ideas.
Stephen attended Upper Columbia Academy, where
he was chosen by his fellow students to speak for a
Week of Prayer service. That experience was a jolt in
his plans to pursue medicine. He was met with a clear
call to spiritually heal others through ministry. It was followed by years of study, education, missionary work,
seminary, ministerial work, and, eventually, teaching.
The Oregon Conference recently
held a commissioning service at
PAA to publicly recognize Pastor
Stephen's calling to and preparation for a sacred ministry. Stephen
chose to be commissioned rather
than ordained. We were curious
about his decision, so asked him if
he would be willing to share some
of his thoughts through the decision-making process, and what he
hopes the Seventh-day Adventist
church will look like in the future.

I found myself in a unique position. My requirements were completed and my ordination was voted
at the conference and union levels prior to GC session, but the actual ordination service was scheduled
for after the session.

OC: Why did you choose to be
commissioned rather than ordained?
S: I don’t like thinking about or discussing women’s
ordination as an “issue.” It is not an issue. It is people.
When I hear the term “women’s ordination,” specific
faces come to my mind. After the GC session vote,
the first faces that came to my
mind were those of my female
colleagues in ministry. I was
privileged to journey through
both college and seminary with
incredibly gifted women. We
took the same preaching classes
and struggled through the same
Greek and Hebrew courses together. These women now live
all over the country and world
fulfilling their calling as pastors. I
couldn’t figure out why I should
have a preferred credential over
those who followed the same
educational and vocational path as me based solely on
my gender. This simply didn’t make sense.

As she grows older I
want to be able to look
her in the eyes and honestly say, “You can
do anything God calls
you to do in life.
Anything.”

Oregon Conference:
Did the GC Session vote on
ordination affect your decision?
Stephen: The GC decision from the summer heavily influenced my decision. I am convinced that the
Bible does not give a clear “thus saith the Lord” on
the question of women’s ordination. Instead, we must
make a practical, Spirit-led decision on how to best
fulfill our clear calling from Christ to love God and
others. How do we most effectively love in our geographic areas of influence in the year 2015? One
step toward fulfilling that calling is equally recognizing
and credentialing both men and women as spiritual
leaders called by God in the Adventist church. I was
hopeful that church divisions would have the option
to move forward with ordaining women after the summer. Obviously that did not happen.

The second group of faces that came to mind was my
high school students. As they journey toward graduation, I watch with anticipation as God calls some of
them to full-time pastoral ministry—both males and females. A few years ago a senior girl came by my office
to share her heart. She confided that she felt called by
God to ministry but wasn’t sure she could fulfill that
call in the Adventist church. She didn’t see the church
as a safe and affirming place for her to pastor because
of her gender. That conversation broke my heart. I
think many of my students would sum up the whole
women’s ordination discussion in two words: equality
and justice. And I don’t blame them. After the vote,
one of my male students lamented that our church is
nearly one hundred years behind our nation in recognizing the value, intelligence, and abilities of women.
c o n t i n u e d o n pa g e
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The third face that came to mind was that of my one-year-old daughter. As she grows
older I want to be able to look her in the eyes and honestly say, “You can do anything
God calls you to do in life. Anything.” Sometimes I imagine having a conversation with
her when she is in high school. Hopefully by then our church will no longer have two
levels of credentialed pastoral leadership. As she studies church history and hears about
the way the church wrestled over women’s ordination, I wonder if she will look at me and
ask, “Dad, this was during your time. What did you do about it?” I can’t change the
vote. But I can follow my conscience in practicing equality in Christ as I understand it.
Ordination is supposed to enhance ministry. But as these faces came to mind, I quickly
realized that accepting this privilege based on my gender would hinder, not help my
ministry. The choice to be commissioned instead of ordained was clear. With integrity
I can communicate support and value to my female colleagues, students, and daughter.
If someday women are ordained in our church, I will join them. But until then, I will
serve as a commissioned minister alongside them.

OC: How have your colleagues and students reacted to your choice?
S: The response to my decision has been overwhelmingly positive. I feel fortunate

to work in a conference that wholeheartedly supported and approved my decision
to be commissioned. I feel a great deal of affirmation from administrators, colleagues,
and students at PAA. Of course, some disagree with my decision. And I can
respect their views.

OC: What do you hope our church looks like when your daughter is an adult?
S: Unless all Adventist pastors are recognized as equal both in practice and in
policy, we settle for a fragmented view of a God who created male and female
together in His image (Genesis 1:27). I dream of a church that embraces the reality
that the gospel urges, no, demands a new way
to view others who are different from us. Paul
audaciously proclaimed, “There is neither Jew
nor Gentile, neither slave nor free, nor is there
male and female, for you are all one in Christ
Jesus” (Galatians 3:28). Only when Christ
empowers us to view one another through the
lens of the gospel can we truly practice and
experience equality. That someday all humanity be embraced as equal, that is my dream
for my church and my daughter.
Photo courtesy of
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Visit http://orgcwomen.netadvent.org to learn more!

Ordination vs.
Commissioning
By Al Reimche
We find a number of occurrences in the Old Testament where individuals
were called by God for a particular ministry. In the New Testament this
same thing happened when Jesus set apart twelve disciples to follow
Him and be His first representatives. This also happened throughout
the book of Acts in the New Testament church. Within Acts we see
the clearest examples of a church commissioning individuals for ministry.
Without going into detail the words “laying on of hands,” “ordaining,”
and “commissioning” are used interchangeably by different translations in
many of these examples.
So, how do we understand the differences in these terms? One person,
when asked the difference between ordination and commissioning, stated,
“the spelling.” However, as practiced within the Adventist church, commissioning has some inherent restrictions as compared to ordination. A
commissioned pastor is only approved to pastor within the conference
where he/she is currently working. Though there are some additional restrictions, these can usually be dealt with by asking for approval from
conference administration. Ordination, on the other hand, carries global
recognition. As a result, ordained individuals can serve at any location as a
Seventh-day Adventist pastor. There is no salary difference between those
who are commissioned or ordained, (at least in the Oregon Conference),
and commissioned pastors can serve in all the departments of the conference including all areas of administration, except for the role of president.
As stated earlier, ordination is globally accepted
within the Adventist church, whereas commissioning, though approved by our world church, is limited
to areas that are more accepting of God’s call to
all without gender distinction. We believe that all
persons who demonstrate their response to God’s
call in their lives should be blessed by His church
to continue that calling. We can only look at the
exterior of a person as 1 Samuel 16:7 states. Commissioning does not give the call, that is God’s part;
and commissioning doesn’t act on the call, that is
the person’s response to God’s call. Commissioning
only acknowledges the call—it is based on what we
observe in the life of the person called. Commissioning, or the laying on of hands as the Bible describes,
it is just an acknowledgment by the church that we
have witnessed the calling of God in an individual’s
life and we are approving her/his representation of
the body of Christ to the world.

Agatha Thrash, Health Pioneer, Dies at 84

Note Worthy...
Hudson to Initiate NW Creation Resource Center

Stan Hudson, current pastor of the Moscow (Idaho) and Pullman (Wash.)
churches will soon take on a new role, developing a North Pacific Union Conference (NPUC) Creation Resource Center. In January 2016, Hudson will begin
the initial stages of establishing this resource center at the NPUC headquarters
in Ridgefield, Wash. Hudson is known for his creation seminars and Lifetalk
Radio programs. With this new position, he plans to develop significant online
resources, produce educational material, train pastors and teachers, organize field
trips and take regular speaking appointments.

Fires Displace Adventist Health Employees

The fires near St. Helena, Calif. and Sonora, Calif., have impacted many Adventist Health employees, physicians and volunteers. The Valley Fire, near St.
Helena, burned close to 70,000 acres in five days, destroying more than 1280
homes and hundreds of other structures. The fire is now 97 percent contained.
These are catastrophic events that have hit Adventist Health’s workforce very
hard. An estimated 230 employees have been displaced and approximately 65
have lost their homes. Find out how you can help on the North American Division
website at http://bit.ly/1LDa0bt.

AUC is Back in Action

Atlantic Union College (AUC) in South Lancaster, Mass., began classes again in
late August. It had been closed while facing growing debt and loss of accreditation
in 2011. Currently the class options are limited, with degree programs offered in
health sciences, biology, religion, and theology. Certification programs will begin
later this month in bookkeeping, information technology, culinary arts, office management, and evangelism.

ADRA Aids Info Center for European Migrants

Dr. Agatha Thrash, an Adventist expert on natural health remedies and vegetarian
cuisine, died last week at her home in Seale, Ala., after a prolonged illness. She was
84. Thrash and her late husband, Calvin Thrash, co-founded the Uchee Pines Natural Health and Lifestyle Center. The couple left conventional medicine in the 1970s
after converting to the Seventh-day Adventist faith, dedicating their lives to preventive practices. They wrote 15 books on natural healing and alternative medicine, and
treated patients with hydrotherapy and other natural remedies. Read more from a local
media report online at http://bit.ly/1YFTSLv.

UCC Welcomes New Pathfinder/Family Life Director

Jeff Wines has accepted the invitation of the Upper Columbia Conference (UCC)
to serve as director of Pathfinders, Adventurers and Family Life. Wines will replace
Wayne Hicks who is retiring this month. For the past five and a half years, Wines has
worked in the Minnesota Conference directing the youth, Pathfinder, Adventurer,
and communication departments. His passion is to see the Seventh-day Adventist
Church in North America again as a movement with young people leading the way.
He is excited to be part of a youth ministry team in UCC. The Wines family will
relocate to UCC in October. Read more from the UCC at http://bit.ly/1MOeTzX.

Fire Breaks Out at WWU Apartment

On Sunday evening, Aug. 23, a fire broke out in the southeast unit of Mountain
View Apartments on the campus of Walla Walla University (WWU). All residents
were safely evacuated and the fire was put out. The cause of the fire is unknown,
but fire officials say it's "not suspicious." The apartment units in the building will be
unusable until an investigation into the cause of the fire is complete, all utilities are
restored and the damage from the fire can be repaired. In the meantime, all residents of the building will be housed in the university residence halls until additional
housing can be located. Read more on WWU's website at http://bit.ly/1Fml9wx
and the Walla Walla Union-Bulletin online at http://bit.ly/1gVbOQ9.

New Pacific Press VP

Robert Congleton has been named the new vice president for production at
Pacific Press, replacing Larry Johnson. Congleton joined Pacific Press in 1984
and has held several positions in the last 30 years. One of his accomplishments
at Pacific Press was the establishment of Copy Express, the in-house and graphic
services printing facility, with former vice president for production, Chuck Bobst.
In January of this year, Congleton was made production manager for the plant.
Congleton will begin his new position as vice president effective immediately.

Walla Walla General Hospital to Provide Health Services at WWU

As Europe grapples with tens of thousands of migrants, the Adventist Development
and Relief Agency (ADRA) is working overtime to care for vulnerable families in
Serbia, a main entry point for refugees fleeing to the continent. ADRA has teamed
with the United Nations (UN) and three other entities to open an asylum information
center that provides reliable information about refugee rights and other resources in
Serbia’s capital, Belgrade. The UN estimates that about 1,000 refugees cross daily
into Serbia. That government estimates that 120,000 refugees, mostly in transit to
other European nations, will be in the country on any given day by late 2015. Read
more from the Adventist Review online at http://bit.ly/1iQtoa5.

Walla Walla General Hospital/Adventist Health and Walla Walla University
(WWU) announced Adventist Health will provide health services for WWU
students, faculty, and staff on the university campus in College Place, Wash.,
beginning Sept. 1, 2015. The partnership represents a new model of campus
health care at WWU that will offer 24-hour access to an advanced registered
nurse practitioner, a medical assistant, or an on-call physician. The clinic will
provide insurance billing, so those who come to the clinic should be prepared
to present their insurance card, driver’s license and/or WWU ID card. The clinic
will remain in Meske Hall on the university campus, but future plans include a
new location. Read more from Adventist Health at http://bit.ly/1jiAlAu.

Temporary Changes for WWU Navigation

Gary Thurber Elected as New Mid-America Union President

Students are ready for a new year of college classes, but areas within and surrounding the Walla Walla University (WWU) campus are in the midst of major change.
These changes are part of a city-wide project that embraces an enhanced College
Avenue corridor and improvements to the front campus of WWU. Eventually, the
changes will include improved street crossings, more lighting, the addition of trees
and other landscaping features, improved utility services, and a new plaza between
Meske Hall and Village Hall. In the meantime, portions of the campus are a
construction zone. Read more about how to navigate the detours and changes at
WWU online at http://bit.ly/1MuO5BM.

Gary Thurber has been elected to serve as Mid-America Union president, filling a vacancy created in July when Thomas Lemon accepted a vice presidential
position with the General Conference. Thurber will be coming from the Lake
Union Conference where he has served as executive secretary since 2013.
NAD President Dan Jackson said that he is delighted with the committee’s
choice and believes Thurber will bring exceptional qualities to the presidential
position. Read more from the Mid-America Union at http://bit.ly/1WnD1Lv.
For additional news visit http://www.oregonconference.org/news_entries.

Transitions
Ray Geigle (Eda) resigned his position in the Oregon Conference risk management department conducting volunteer background checks.

Colby Maier has joined the Oregon Conference
from British Columbia to fill the position of assistant
pastor for Sunnyside church.

Cindy Birmingham (Matt) has been hired in the
Oregon Conference risk management department to
do volunteer background checks.

Marco Quarteroli has become the pastor for the 59th
Court church (a temporary name for the recent merger
between Mosaic and Sunset Christian Fellowship).

Gerizin de Peña Nuñez (Molly) has joined the Oregon Conference from the Upper Columbia Conference to pastor the Salem Spanish church.

Jonathan Russell (Jaclyn) will be filling the position
of senior pastor for Sunnyside church.

Ken Williams (Annetta) has retired from his pastoral
position at the Coos Bay and Reedsport churches.
Jeff Kimmel has transitioned from associate director
in member ministries (YouthRush) to attend seminary
at Andrews University.

Luke Self (Keri) has joined the Oregon Conference
from the Kansas-Nebraska Conference to pastor the
Woodburn/Molalla district.

Les Zollbrecht (Marschelle) has transitioned from
associate director of Youth Ministries/Big Lake
Youth Camp director to that of Youth Ministries
director/Big Lake Youth Camp director.
Andy Villanueva will be joining the Oregon Conference as an associate director for member ministries
(YouthRush).
Sheldon Eakins (Amanda) has resigned his principal/teacher position at Emerald Christian Academy.
Frank Aguilar has joined the Oregon Conference as the
new principal/teacher for Emerald Christian Academy.

Norm Versteeg (Dorothy) is filling the position of
interim pastor for the Sisters/Redmond district.

Evening Glow
By Krissy Barber

Capturing God's handiwork...

Share your photos that capture our amazing world for inclusion in an upcoming issue of the eCommuniqué!

Email your photos to krissy.barber@oc.npuc.org. All photos are subject to approval before publishing. Digital high quality (200 dpi or higher), please.

For more announcement
& event information, visit
http://bit.ly/1eN3VpV.
This page is updated
each week.

Events
ARE YOU PREPARED FOR "THE BIG ONE"?

HILLSBORO CHURCH 100TH ANNIVERSARY

YOUNG ADULT FALL RETREAT

When: October 3, 3:00 pm
Location: Adventist Community Church of Vancouver

When: October 9-11, 2015
Location: Hillsboro Adventist Church

When: October 9-11, 2015
Location: Big Lake Youth Camp

Did you miss the earthquake seminars at camp meeting?
Here's another chance to hear them! Mark your calendar for this FREE seminar—October 3 at 3:00 pm,
Adventist Community Church of Vancouver. Special
guest Alice Busch, Emergency Manager for Multnomah
County, will explain what can be expected when a big
earthquake hits our area and how we can prepare for it.
Busch, has worked closely with the leadership of Adventist Community Services Disaster Response (ACSDR), and has a contagious enthusiasm for disaster resilience. Training for Donations Operations (the ACS-DR
role in a disaster) will follow on Sunday, Oct. 4 from
8:30 am-12:00 pm. Sunday’s training is $30 for first
timers; $10 for renewal. For info, contact Laura Pascoe
at 360-991-5201 or laura.pascoe@oc.npuc.org.

You're invited to attend the special anniversary celebration weekend at Hillsboro Adventist Church! This year
we will celebrate its 100th anniversary as a church.
We invite you to join us October 9-11 for Friday
night vespers and a celebration Sabbath service followed by a fellowship meal. Call 503-648-3922 or
email hillsborosda@yahoo.com for more information.

Young Adult Fall Retreat is fast approaching (October 9-11) at Big Lake! Our speaker for the
weekend will be Jana Lee, young adult pastor at
Meadow Glade Church. The theme for the weekend is “Higher Ground.” Connect with other young
adults and God while getting out in nature. Friday,
October 9-Sunday, October 11 at Big Lake Youth
Camp—located at 13100 Highway 20, Sisters,
Ore. Cost is $25 per person by October 3,
$35 per person after October 3. Register online
at www.yafall15.eventbrite.com and check out our
Facebook event page at http://on.fb.me/1LboTTC.

HOPE MONTANA IN CONCERT

When: October 3, 7:00 pm
Location: Castle Rock Adventist Church
Vocal musician Hope Montana will be in concert at
the Castle Rock Adventist Church on October 3 at
7:00 pm. Hope has years of solo vocal and guitar
experience, as well as making music with her family.
Her full, rich voice is a joy to listen to as she raises
our hearts to praise of Jesus. She will also have a few
vocal numbers during the morning worship service.
All are welcome. CDs will be available at the end
of the concert. The Castle Rock Adventist Church
is located at 7531 Old Pacific Hwy. N. in Castle
Rock, Wash. Call 360-967-2165 for more info.

20 YEARS CLOSER CELEBRATION

When: October 24, 2015
Location: Newberg Adventist Church
Help Newberg Adventist Church celebrate 20 years
closer to Jesus' coming, and 20 years in their current church building! You're invited to join them on
October 24, especially if you were involved in the
building time or the 20 years since. We have a lot to
celebrate and share!
END-TIME PREPAREDNESS SERIES

When: October 12-13, 2015
Location: Newport, Ore.
Join the Meissners as they share how to be prepared for the difficult times ahead—both spiritually
and physically! These seminars will be the jump start
you need to begin common sense preparations such
as gardening, food preservation, independent water
systems, off-grid power systems, heating with wood,
and more! Join us October 12-13 at 6:30 pm each
evening at 558 NE 1st Street, in Newport, Ore.

Su n set Ca l endar
Bend
Eugene
Hood River
Longview
Medford
Newport
Portland

HEROES OF FAITH SERIES

When: October 2-11, 2015
Location: Castle Rock Adventist Church
Heroes of Faith: Stories of Salvation for the Whole
Family is a brand new 10 part revival and evangelistic series created by Amazing Facts, televised
by satellite and downlinked. This fresh, innovative
event hosted by Elder Doug Batchelor will inspire
people of all ages to grow in faith by looking closely
at the lives of real Bible heroes, and will particularly
appeal to people who may not be familiar with Bible
stories. Join us October 2-11 at 7:00 pm (Saturday, Oct. 3 event begins at 5:00 pm). The Castle
Rock Adventist Church is located at 7531 Old
Pacific Hwy. N. Castle Rock, Wash.
All links are clickable here and elsewhere in the eCommuniqué.
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