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     n being asked how the Oregon Conference 
   views a particular issue, I often find myself ex-
pected to articulate a corporate position. While 
this may be the appropriate response from leader-
ship of an organization, I frequently relate to the 
personal journey on which God has directed me 
to find my understanding of what the Conference 
stands for.

After spending more than a decade in various 
roles in the leadership of the Church in South 
Africa, I accepted a pastorate here in the Oregon 
Conference. This transition from enmeshment in 
administrative issues of the day to the privilege 
of pastoring a local congregation was one of the 
best things that could have happened in my min-
istry. For nearly seven years, I had the opportunity 
to reframe my sense of personal mission and to 
refocus my vision for the mission of the church. 
Those years of pastoral service within a church 
family remain a high point of my ministry. 

It was not my plan to return to conference ad-
ministration, but upon the invitation I did so with 

a refreshed realization of where church actually 
happens: in and from the local congregation. I 
now knew for certain that the front line of church 
is not in a conference office or even in a seminary. 
This focus on local church ministry is all too easy 
to forget when one gets embroiled in the every-
day business of very necessary administrative and 
institutional agendas. 

So I was encouraged to find at the Oregon Con-
ference a growing focus of function directed more 
and more to the local congregation, to identifying 
and developing ministries by members who ask 
God to be on mission in and through them to 
both congregation and community. While various 
leadership structures have their place in the orga-
nization of the church, I must always be mindful 
that the principal business of administration is the 
support of the local congregation’s ministries.

This approach is included in the Oregon Confer-
ence moto... Powered to Serve – Members in 
Ministry.
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NO SPARE PARTS

God made you to be part of 
a bigger body. - The Body of 
Christ. Learn how others are 
finding what their part is.
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EVENTS & ANNOUNCEMENTS

Take a look at some of the 
events coming up and announce-
ments that might be of interest to 
you or your church.
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SUNSET CALENDAR

As winter approaches the sun 
sets earlier and earlier. Use this 
easy-view sunset calendar to 
help you keep track.
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A new way to keep up 
with what's going on in 
the Oregon Conference 
–without wasting paper.
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NOTE WORTHY NEWS

Bits of news from around the 
conference and around the 
world that we thought you 
might find interesting.
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A VISION OF THE OREGON CONFERENCE:
A Personal Journey



These ideas are behind the consolidation of 
various conference departments under the 
“Member Ministries Department”.

I think this kind of vision was in Peter ’s mind 
when he penned the following words that 
we use as a basis for the concept of a priest-
hood of all believers:
 
"But you are a chosen people, a royal priest-
hood, a holy nation, a people belonging to 
God, that you may declare the praises of 
him who called you out of darkness into his  
wonderful light." 
(I Peter 2:9; emphasis supplied).

Paul also illustrates this concept using the 
image of the Body of Christ and the impor-
tance of every part of the church organism:

"So Christ himself gave the apostles, the 
prophets, the evangelists, the pastors and 
teachers, to equip his people for works of 
service, so that the body of Christ may be 
built up until we all reach unity in the faith 
and in the knowledge of the Son of God 
and become mature, attaining to the whole 
measure of the fullness of Christ. Then we 
will no longer be infants, tossed back and 
forth by the waves, and blown here and 
there by every wind of teaching and by the 
cunning and craftiness of people in their de-
ceitful scheming. Instead, speaking the truth 
in love, we will in all things grow up into him 
who is the head, that is, Christ. From Him 
the whole body, joined and held together 
by every supporting ligament, grows and 
builds itself up in love, as each part does 
its work." 
(Ephesians 4:11-16; emphasis supplied).

This vision will be in your mind when you 
allow God to be on His mission in and 
through your life at church, at home, in the 
community and wherever it is that He has 
placed you in personal ministry.

Dave Allen,
Vice President for Administration

A PERSONAL 
JOURNEY
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ONE BODY
NO SPARE 

PARTS
By Al Reimche, Oregon Conference president

    
      

        t probably started when, just after our marriage, 
       I rebuilt a truck by installing a new-to-me engine. 
   After showing her the miscellaneous nuts and bolts 
left over I tried to scare her with the possibility of the 
engine falling apart. However, that time the joke was 
on me. I had forgotten to install the bearing guide to 
keep the clutch aligned with the flywheel. Small part, 
insignificant to the larger parts like pistons, heads and 
block. In fact, when I had finished the job it even 
looked good, with spark plug wires carefully lined 
up, no crossed wires – but under pressure the clutch 
exploded and we had another rebuild on our hands. 
I still show her the spare parts but now I make sure 
I have installed all the necessary body parts to be a 
fully functioning vehicle.

It was Paul who said that the church is the body of 
Christ here on earth. I have come to believe that 
within each church, God places all the necessary 
body parts for it to be a fully functioning body of 
Christ. Just like that engine replacement, every part 
serves a function and is needed for the engine to run 
smoothly. But also like an engine, not all the parts 
look the same. The Bible doesn’t say that the church 
is like a “Lego” building – all the parts looking alike. 
In fact, though Peter wrote of the church as a building 
he describes it as filled with living or lively stones.

Our vision for the Oregon Conference is that of in-
volving everyone in each church using the variety of 
gifts God has given so that the mission of sharing 

His love to the world around us will happen. Isn’t it 
interesting that God never designed a spare parts bin 
for His church? One body – no spare parts!

It is a funny sounding and gutless engine that runs on 
one cylinder when eight should be firing. You see, for 
our church to function as God intended every active 
member will be involved in ministry. Not all the same 
ministries, but all functioning under the headship of 
Jesus Christ. 
 
Did you hear about the member who heard that a 
neighbor had been baptized as a youth by a pastor 
who was returning to speak in the area and even 
though there had been 30+ years since the baptism 
decided he should invite this long-time, lost-to-the-
church neighbor back for this homecoming? The result 
– the man and his wife are now actively reconnected 
to the body of Christ in one of our churches.
 
Or the woman, who struggled to know how God 
could use her when the only gift she thought she had 
was hospitality? She never thought that her gift of 
inviting community friends into her home most Friday 
nights was significant to God.

How about the person who was only able to sit at 
home and pray for her church and community not 
knowing that as a result of her prayers those commu-
nity neighbors were actually preparing for baptism?

Then there's the team at one of our churches who 
believed that God had called them to share an evan-
gelistic series, even though none of them was trained 
as a pastor. 

And the group of members that saw a family in need, 
husband sick, wife unemployed, and did a fantastic 
renovation of their home. The only connection to 
their group was the family’s need.

One body – no spare parts! Join us in praying that 
God will lead each of us to be a functioning part of 
the body of Christ here in the Oregon Conference.

Whenever I do mechanical work on cars or 
bikes, my wife invariably cringes after the 
job is finished because I always have spare 
parts. Not that spare parts in themselves are 
problematic, just that when she steps on 
the new brakes she doesn’t want to have 
to hear me say “Oops! I guess I forgot to 
put that part in!” It has become a bit of 
a game which I play to its fullest. (When 
you change the brake pads there are the old 
ones that are now just spare parts.) 

I

Powered to Serve! – MeMberS in MiniStry



NOTE WORTHY...
MeSSiah'S ManSion drawS nearly 8,000 in Portland
Jim Reynolds, Portland, Ore., coordinator for the Messiah’s Mansion exhibit at 
Portland Adventist Academy Sept. 4–12, reports that nearly 8,000 people 
went through the guided tour — 1,100 on the final Sunday. While there has not 
yet been a complete count done on those indicating further interest in studying 
about the Sanctuary there were 168 requests from unchurched or non-Adventists 
out of Sunday’s group alone. 

Multi-national witneSSing
Adventist World Radio recently unveiled its newly integrated website and pod-
casting system with 85 languages for downloading or streaming online. Check out 
this culturally sensitive and dynamic soul-winning tool at awr.org/podcast and the 
neighbor invitations at awr.org/invite.
 
officially in the toP 20
Mount Ellis Academy is excited to announce that on Friday, September 17, they 
received a letter from Kohl’s Department stores announcing them as an Official 
Top 20 School in the Kohl’s Cares for Kids Giveback contest. This makes them 
an official qualifying recipient for one of the $500,000 grants! MEA wishes to 
thank EVERYONE who took time to vote and play a part in making this miracle 
happen. Paperwork is now being processed in compliance with the contest rules 
to validate the school’s project for sewer replacement. Mount Ellis expects this to 
be completed by the end of the month.

annual Maranatha convention drawS crowd
Maranatha Volunteers International held its annual convention Sept. 10-12 at 
Rolling Hills Community Church, in Tualatin, Ore. More than 1,000 attended 
the event throughout the weekend which featured church leaders from around 
the world and well-known musicians Steve Green, and Dick & Mel Tunney. A 
common focus ran throughout the testimonials and stories — the impact that the 
“One-Day Church” and “One-Day School” programs are having in far-flung areas. 
The One-Day School comes complete with walls, windows, door and desks — 
everything necessary for a school to begin session. As Gilberto Araujo, vice presi-
dent for the Adventist Church in Southern Africa, noted, “In our culture, schools 
do not grow from churches; rather, churches grow from schools.” 

doddS announceS retireMent froM adventiSt health 
At Adventist Health corporate board meetings held in September in Roseville, 
Calif., Larry D. Dodds announced he would retire from his role as executive vice 
president and chief operating officer (COO) of Adventist Health effective May 
2011, ending his nearly 40-year career with the health system. In 1979, he be-
came the associate administrator at Walla Walla General Hospital in southeastern 
Washington and shortly thereafter accepted the position of senior vice president at 
Adventist Medical Center in Portland, Ore. In 1983, Dodds was promoted to 
president and CEO of the facility, serving in that role for 15 years until relocating 
to the corporate office to assume the role of senior vice president in 1998. In 
2007 he was appointed executive vice president/COO of the health system. 
Dodds and his wife, Jane, have two adult children and four grandchildren. Upon 
retirement, they intend to relocate to the Northwest.

Mivoden caMPerS die in Motorcycle craSh
The Kootenai County Sheriff's Department says two people, who went missing from 
Camp MiVoden in Hayden Lake, Idaho, during Labor Day weekend, were found 
dead Monday evening, Sept. 6. The two campers, 64-year-old Virginia L. Acker 
of Pasco, Wash., and 40-year-old Gary E. Otterness of Onalaska, Wash., were re-
ported missing Sunday when they failed to show up after a Saturday motorcycle ride. 
On Monday evening, a volunteer searcher spotted a motorcycle crash along Hayden 
Lake Road, and upon further inspection, found the bodies of the missing campers. 
Both the rider and passenger were found about 100 feet down a steep embankment 
in the timber. Richard Parker, camp director, says, “We’re deeply saddened by this 
tragic accident. Please keep the families of these two individuals in your prayers.” 

aSi convention content available online
General sessions and seminars from the 2010 Adventist-laymen’s Services and Indus-
tries' convention held this August in Orlando, Fla., can be viewed or downloaded 
from the ASI website. Most programs are available in high and low quality, as well 
as in MP3 format. Each includes Members in Action interviews, as well as other 
pre-program content. Visit www.asiministries.org for more information.

traPPed chilean MinerS find light of word in 'Mini-bibleS'
The arrival of miniature Bibles to 33 Chilean miners trapped some 2,300 feet under-
ground is bolstering their hope of rescue. Seventh-day Adventist officials in Chile say 
the Bibles they provided the miners are supplying spiritual light as the group awaits 
rescue. Local media outlets have labeled the miners' survival so far a miracle, and their 
reports have highlighted the church's initiative. The miners -- who have been trapped 
since the August 5 collapse of a tunnel at the San Jose mine in Chile's Atacama 
desert -- rationed what would have been two days' worth of food to stretch until they 
were discovered some 17 days later. Now, they await rescue, which mining experts 
say could take up to four months. Vist http://news.adventist.org/ for more.

adventiSt church to Mark 150th anniverSary of naMe
Churches around the world are preparing for Sabbath, Oct. 2, to highlight the 
150th anniversary of the choice of Seventh-day Adventist as the name for the 
worldwide church. In 1860, church leaders called a general meeting, which brought 
together 25 ministers, with church co-founder James White urging the formation of an 
organization that could legally own a publishing house. While some, including White, 
initially favored “Church of God,” they eventually listened to David Hewitt, a Battle 
Creek resident, who proposed the name “Seventh-day Adventist.” Ellen White later 
wrote, “The name Seventh-day Adventist carries the true features of our faith in front, 
and will convict the inquiring mind.” Read more at http://news.adventist.org/.

auburn addreSSeS draMatic budget Shortfall
Auburn (Wash.) Adventist Academy’s (AAA) budget for the 2010–11 school 
year was based on a projection of 286 students. The current enrollment of around 
256 students is not only well under that target, but represents a drop of 54 students 
compared with the past academic year. Student enrollment for 2010–11 represents 
a drop of 54 students, and has contributed to a $743,000 budget shortfall. In a 
meeting on Sept. 19, the AAA Board of Trustees approved the financial restructur-
ing recommendations of the school’s Management Committee, including operational 
cuts and the elimination of five faculty and three staff positions to readjust faculty-
student ratios. With full support of the board, the administrative team is moving 
forward with strong recruiting and fundraising plans, a streamlined budget and a 
continued focus on its mission and purpose. Read the AAA statement by visiting 
www.auburnacademy.org/.

For additional news visit www.OregonConference.org/news_entries



Events
PASTOR TERRY ZULL'S RETIREMENT PARTY

When: October 10, 11:00 AM - 1:00 PM
Location: Beaverton Church
Pastor Terry Zull, long time pastor in the Oregon Con-
ference and current Senior Pastor at Beaverton SDA 
Church, is retiring November 1, 2010. The Beaver-
ton SDA Church is hosting a Retirement Celebration 
brunch at the church, Sunday October 10, 2010 
from 11:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. Plan to join us as we 
celebrate and honor Pastor Terry and Sharon for their 
commitment, love and service. Visit the Oregon Con-
ference website for a printable bulletin insert at 
www.OregonConference.org/announcements.

WOMEN'S RETREAT EARLY BIRD 
DEADLINE EXTENDED

When: October 15-17, 2010
Location: Florence, Ore.
The Early Bird Deadline has been extended! Come for 
only $95 by registering before October 6. Heather-
Dawn Small, Women’s Ministries Director for the Gen-
eral Conference will be the main speaker. Bonus pre-
sentation by author Dr. Susie Hill on the newly released 
My Secret Weapon: Unlocking the Explosive Inner 
Power of a Woman. Seminar options include: The Full 
Plate Diet with author Dr. Diana Fleming; Inner Healing 
and Wholeness in Christ, What is Your Story?, The Bi-
ble – Like Some Foods – Better When Shared, Make 
Up Your Mind! and Ten Things Women Need to 
Know About Money. Call 800-732-7587 or visit 
www.plusline.org/events. Girls 15 to 18 can come for 
only $25 with a mom or mentor who is registered for 
(and attending) the regular retreat. For more info see 
www.OregonConference.org click on “Departments”, 
then scroll down and click on Women’s Ministries. 

150th ANNIVERSARY

When: October 2, 2010
Location: Worldwide
On October 2 adventists worldwide are invited to 
commemorate the 150th anniversary of adopting the 
name “Seventh-day Adventist.” Program suggestions, 
historical resources, and other information for the com-
memoration are available at www.150SDA.org.

MILO ADVENTIST ACADEMY 
ALUMNI WEEKEND

When: October 1-2, 2010
Location: Milo Adventist Academy
Milo Adventist Academy welcomes Alumni home 
October 1-2, 2010! We are aligning the honor 
classes with their actual graduation year. Since we have 
already honored those classes ending “0” and “5” in 
2009, we will wait to honor the class years ending in 
“1” and “6” until October of 2011. All classes are 
welcome home October 1-2, 2010!

CHIP LEADERSHIP TRAINING

When: October 7-10, 2010
Location: Sunset Lake Camp, Washington
A Coronary Health Improvement Project (CHIP) 
Leadership Training Workshop will be held October 
7-10 at Sunset Lake Camp in Washington. Bring a 
team from your church to find out how to incorporate 
health ministry programs into your church outreach strat-
egy. Visit www.sdachip.org/workshops.html, call 503-
257-4883, or email info@adventistchip.org for more 
information and registration. For bulletin inserts, posters, 
and more information visit www.OregonConference.org

2010 OREGON MEN'S CONFERENCE

When: November 19-20, 2010
Location: Holden Convention Center
Speakers include: George Gainer, Senior Pastor of 
the Pleasant Valley Adventist Church, and Gary 
Parks, Senior Pastor of the East Salem Adventist 
Church. Register through www.PlusLine.org or 800-
732-7587 by November 16 – Sorry, no on-site 
registration. Through October 29 receive the $49 
Early Bird Special. October 30 - November 16 
registration will be $55. Fee includes Friday sup-
per & Sabbath breakfast, lunch & supper. RV spots 
are available on the grounds. For more information 
visit www.OregonConference.org or call the Oregon 
Conference office at 503-850-3500. Sponsored 
by the Member Ministries Department.

WEB-BASED MINISTRY WEBINAR

When: October 12, 8:00 PM EST.
Location: A Computer Near You
Join AdventSource for a free webinar with Lindsay 
Peterson on October 12 at 8:00 p.m. EST, 5:00 
p.m. PST. Learn how you can use the Internet to reach 
church members and the community. This webinar will 
explore how to create a Facebook page for your church, 
steps to create a website, how to communicate through 
Twitter, how Foursquare can benefit your ministry and 
much more! Visit www.AdventSource.org and click on 
Webinar Schedule on the left for more information.

OREGON FALL PRAYER RETREAT

When: November 5-7, 2010
Location: Grove Christian Camp
Pastor Kevin Wilfley from the Spokane Linwood Ad-
ventist Church will present on the theme, "Come Holy 
Spirit, We Need You." The event will be held at the 
beautiful Grove Christian Camp by Dorena Lake in the 
Southern Willamette Valley. Register at www.PlusLine.
org. Visit www.OregonConference.org/announcements 
for a printable brochure. 

WHITECOAT REUNION

When: October 29 & 30, 2010
Location: Holden Con. Center, Gladstone, Ore.
Former Whitecoats, veterans, and families thereof are 
invtited to attend the National Whitecoat Reunion, 
October 29th & 30th at the Holden Convention 
Center in Gladstone, Ore. Join us Friday evening at 
7:30 pm when Larry Roth from Adventist Chap-
laincy Ministries will be speaking. Sabbath morning 
beginning at 9:30 am Admiral Darryl Bigger will be 
speaking. If you are traveling and will need to stay 
overnight, the Gladstone Oxford Suites Hotel is 
providing a special rate when the Whitecoats Reunion 
is mentioned. If you have questions about this event 
call George & Renee Ulloa at 360-687-3244.

Please note: 
All links are clickable here and elsewhere in the eCommuniqué.

for More announceMent & event inforMation PleaSe viSit www.oregonconference.org/announceMentS – thiS Page iS uPdated weekly.



Transitions
Randy Hill (Gayle) was ordained on August 14, 
2010 at Medford Church.

Ed Nelson was ordained on August 21, 2010 at the 
Grants Pass Church.

Doug Dietrich (Tonya) has taken the position of Cor-
poration Treasurer for the Oregon Conference.

Myoung Joon Choi (Seon) has taken the position of 
senior pastor at Eugene Korean church.
  
Ron Wearner (Jeanine) has transitioned from pastor of 
Grand Ronde/Sheridan district to retirement.

David Giles (MaryLane) has transitioned from pastor 
of Forest Grove to retirement.

Len Tatom (Barbara) has transitioned from pastor of 
Yoncalla/Cottage Grove district to retirement.

David Schmidt (Donna) transitioned from Field Repre-
sentative for Oregon Conference Trust Services to pas-
tor of the Grand Ronde/Sheridan district.

SUNSET CALENDAR
  October 2   October 9         October 16          October 23        October 30         November 6

Bend
Eugene
Hood River
Longview
Medford
Newport
Portland

6:46 PM
6:54 PM
6:47 PM
6:52 PM
6:53 PM
6:57 PM
6:51 PM

6:34 PM
6:41 PM
6:34 PM
6:39 PM
6:41 PM
6:44 PM
6:38 PM

6:21 PM
6:29 PM
6:21 PM
6:26 PM
6:30 PM
6:32 PM
6:26 PM

6:10 PM
6:17 PM
6:09 PM
6:14 PM
6:19 PM
6:20 PM
6:14 PM

5:59 PM
6:07 PM
5:58 PM
6:02 PM
6:09 PM
6:09 PM
6:02 PM

5:50 PM
5:57 PM
5:48 PM
5:52 PM
6:00 PM
6:00 PM
5:52 PM
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LIKE WATER ON A DUCK'S BACK
By Al Reimche


