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MEET OUR NEW STAFF MEMBERS

Meet a couple of the Oregon 
Conference's new staff members. 
They're looking forward to 
working with you!
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THANKSGIVING

Before the parties start and the 
family arrives, let's spend some 
time thinking about what we 
really have to be thankful for.
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“Once you’re a Pathfinder, 
you’re a Pathfinder forever.”

NOTE WORTHY NEWS

Bits of news from around the 
Conference and around the 
world that we thought you 
might find interesting.
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TRANSITIONS

Find out who will be joining us 
on this journey we call life and 
who God has called to minister 
elsewhere in Transitions.
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            ost of the time, the field by the lake at the 
       Skamania County Fairgrounds is empty. But 
today, instead of a smattering of ducks and geese, 
it’s full of tents, canopies and trailers. The tents are 
neatly packed into solid blocks of colorful canvas. 
It’s quiet, like a painting of the Israelite camp 
from Exodus. But the si-
lence doesn’t last. From 
a nearby barn, the final 
notes of a closing song 
float into the scene. There 
is a pause, a few muffled 
announcements, and then a wave of excitement, 
noise, and pent-up wiggles explodes into the or-
derly camp, bringing the painting to noisy, chaotic 
life. Pathfinder Camporee is here again. 

The weekend of September 11-13, approxi-
mately 700 Pathfinders of all ages gathered in 
Stevenson, Washington for the annual Oregon 

Conference Pathfinder Camporee. “We have 
outgrown state parks. That’s why we were at the 
fairgrounds,” said Desiree Rinza, youth ministries 
administrative assistant. Rinza isn’t complaining. 
She said moving from smaller locations to bigger 
ones is a good problem to have. Pathfinders at this 

year’s camporee worshiped 
together through songs and 
devotionals and played 
together in the great out-
doors. Activities included 
caving, hiking, swimming, 

canoeing, and field trips in the Columbia Gorge. 

Rinza and the planning team had an extra challenge 
this year. Former Oregon Pathfinder director Tracy 
Wood accepted a position at the North American 
Division this spring, so the event was planned in 
the interim between directors. “Camporee hap-
pened without Pastor Tracy because we have 

By Rachel Scribner
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an amazing district coordinator team,” said 
Rinza. Planning is already in progress for 
next year ’s camporee, at Milo Academy’s 
Camp Umpqua. “Hopefully, by then we’ll 
have a new Pathfinder director,” Rinza said, 
smiling.

Riverside Club TLTs Kerianne Kruger and 
Martessa Davis, both 15, pronounced the 
weekend a success. Davis said she especially 
liked the praise music, special teen program-
ming and outdoor activities. Kruger ’s  fa-
vorite memory from the weekend was when 
her club  “got to canoe around the lake 
and sing. We were singing the Pathfinder 
song,” Davis said. Davis said Rinza “did a 
great job. And she has a lot of fans,” Davis 
added, laughing as she remembered how 
the Pathfinders cheered when Rinza stood 
up for announcements. 

A fan-made Pathfinder website says that 
“being at camporee is like being in heaven.”  
If that’s true, Rinza and the coordinator 
team brought a piece of heaven to Path-
finders young and old this September. “We 
don’t differentiate between kids and staff” 
Rinza said. “Once you’re a Pathfinder, 
you’re a Pathfinder forever.”

PATHFINDER CAMPOREE
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though sometimes 
blessings don’t often 

happen as we think they 
should, the end results 
can be seen as positive 

directions from the Lord. 

Less than three weeks away. it seems impos-
sible that thanksgiving is that close, and with 
it, the whole holiday season. i know in many 
homes, the tradition is to enjoy a huge family 
get-together and take a moment to remember 
what we are thankful for. can i do that earlier 
this year and maybe reverse the trend away 
from shopping insanity surrounding this holiday 
to blessings we have received or are receiving? 

I just returned from the North American Division 
year-end meetings and a visit to our seminary stu-
dents at Andrews University. 
First blessing: safe travels. With 
the recent news of the two ma-
jor airline disasters, safe travel 
is not something to take for 
granted anymore.

Blessing number two: A church 
that is growing in its under-
standing of the importance of 
representing the phenomenal 
love of Christ to a world that is 
desperate for a picture of grace. 
I witnessed that in the aftermath 
of the tragedy in Roseburg, as 
members and pastors reached out to share God’s 
love with a community reeling from the losses and 
trauma of the shootings. I witnessed it in a different 
way as our church in North America worked to-
gether to develop a grace-filled statement concern-
ing the issues surrounding the LGBTQ discussions. 
I saw it again as our Oregon Conference Executive 
Committee addressed the approach to be taken in 
addressing the commissioning of pastors within our 
conference. It even showed up in the world church’s 
response in the political arena as our church moves 
into the spotlight. If you are interested, there is an 
excellent website addressing who Adventists are 
that you can recommend to your friends. Look at 
it yourself: www.WhoAreAdventists.org and then 
share it with your neighbors. (Note the “.org”)

Blessing number three: For the past couple of months 
we have been working on developing a new depart-

ment at the conference to support a ministry we 
see as essential. This past week things have come 
together so that we can announce not only the for-
mation of a young adult ministries department, but 
also the name of the individual who will be filling 
the director role. I am blessed by the excitement and 
energy surrounding this area within our conference. 
Just within the last year we have moved from one 
ministry on our secular campuses to six, with others 
still in development. This is just one area we will 
be expanding in the next year. Benjamin Lundquist 
from the Arizona Conference has accepted our call 
to head this department here in Oregon. I can see 

God’s hand leading as we en-
gage the energy, talents, and 
passion of our young adults in 
ministry.

Blessing number four: Though 
sometimes blessings don’t of-
ten happen as we think they 
should, the end results can 
be seen as positive direc-
tions from the Lord. One of 
those was the loss of Tracy 
and Angelina Wood from our 
conference. Tracy left a major 
hole in our youth department 

by accepting a call to NAD. (Angelina continues 
to be a blessing here in the risk management de-
partment until something opens up for her.) Just 
two weeks ago, that hole was finally filled and 
I believe God has demonstrated once again that 
blessings sometimes come from losses. Randy Hill 
from Medford has accepted our call to serve as the 
associate youth ministries director and will work 
with the Pathfinder program as well as in the rest of 
the youth ministries department.

Blessing number five: “Our hope is built on noth-
ing less than Jesus’ blood and righteousness.” What 
a blessing that supersedes everything else. Jesus 
loves us. He is willingly throwing His righteousness 
over our shoulders and then welcoming us to His 
feast. With that thought ringing in your mind, have a 
blessed Thanksgiving. 

Michael Gregory
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meet our neW Staff memBerS co n t i n u e d. . .MEET OUR NEW
STAFF MEMBERS

two of the Oregon conference’s newest employees, andy Villanueva and 
randy hill have important roles in leadership and ministry training in Or-
egon, especially for young people. Learn their stories, and find out what 
they can do for your church!

andy Villanueva

What’s his job? – Associate director of mem-
ber ministries and Youth Rush director, since Oc-
tober 1st.

What can he do for your church?
Train you and your friends as bible workers, or lead 
young members on a summer canvassing adventure.

What’s his story? – Andy Villanueva knows firsthand what Youth Rush can do. 

Villanueva grew up in the Adventist church, but didn’t meet Jesus personally until his broth-
er and some friends convinced him to try canvassing with Youth Rush. “It was difficult,” 
Villanueva says. “God was breaking my character down… and helping me rely on Him.”

That summer, Villanueva gave his heart to Jesus. “The foundation of my Christian 
experience was canvasing,” he says.

During his second summer at Youth Rush, Villanueva felt God calling him to higher 
education, so he spent two years in leadership training at the SOULS West Bible 
College in Arizona. 

After graduating in 2012, Villanueva worked in the Southeastern California Confer-
ence. He supervised Youth Rush, and eventually became director of the Full Circle 
program. Full Circle is a three step system that trains members for Bible work, guides 
them through an evangelistic series, and then focuses on “keeping newly baptized 
members in the church.” Villanueva hopes to start a similar program in Oregon.

“He just seems...very willing to take on whatever we throw at him, and he follows 
through,” says Chuck Burkeen, director of Member Ministries and Evangelism.

“We’re thrilled to have Youth Rush in Oregon,” Burkeen says. And, with Jeff Kimmel, 
the founding Oregon Youth Rush director, leaving for seminary, VP for administration 
Dave Allen says Villanueva “is an appropriate fit to pick that up and grow it further.”

Villanueva hopes younger members will give Youth Rush a try. “Canvassing,” he says, 
“really will prepare them for… any missionary work that they want to do.”
 
randy hill

What’s his job?  – Associate youth director and conference Pathfinder director, 
beginning in December.

What can he do for your church? – Guide and mentor staff in an old or new 
Pathfinder club, and invite your Pathfinders to special events.

What’s his story? – Randy Hill just can’t stay away from youth ministry. 

“I’m a lifelong youth enthusiast,” he says. After seven years as a youth pastor at the 

Medford Adventist church, Hill spent almost five years in other pastoral 
roles. While he enjoyed all his time at Medford, Hill says stepping away 
from youth work wasn’t easy.

“He’s someone that has a deep heart for youth ministry,” says Oregon Con-
ference youth director Les Zollbrecht. “We’ve worked together in youth 
ministry for many years.” 

Hill is delighted to work with kids and teens again. “My heart just jumped,” 
he says. “Oh boy, can I have this opportunity? I’m stoked,” Zollbrecht says. 
“I think he’s exactly the right person.”

“We are strongly emphasizing leadership training in Pathfinders,” says vice 
president for administration Dave Allen.  “Tracy [Wood, former director] 
made significant inroads in leadership training, and we want to continue that.” 

“I’m probably going to take some cues from the [Pathfinder area] coordinators 
to get started,” Hill says. “They are all just amazing.” And Zollbrecht says the 
coordinators recommended Hill as well.

Hill shares plenty of interests with the Path-
finders he’ll soon be leading. “I’ve always 
enjoyed camping, canoeing, and playing 
in the water,” Hill says. But for Hill, the 
core of Pathfindering runs much deeper 
than outdoor fun and games. “I think the 
Pathfinder program helps us all to find our 
ministry voice,” Hill says. “And it enables 
and empowers us to use that voice.”

Salem, Grants Pass & Vancouver 
Concerts this December!

Visit www.fountainofmusic.ca for more details.



nOte WOrthy...
Adventists in the news
As the 2016 United States election cycle begins, the Seventh-day Adventist 
Church is aware of the increased interest in the presidential candidacy of Ben 
Carson. His story is well known among Adventists circles and his faith has 
recently made national news headlines. While the Adventist Church has a 
longstanding position of not supporting or opposing any candidate for elected 
office and upholding its historical position of separation of church and state, 
Carson’s faith has become a topic of wide discussion (MSNBC, NPR, AP, 
CNN, USA Today, New York Times). Many of our members and employees 
are being asked about their faith and what Adventism is all about. The North 
American Division, in conjunction with the General Conference, has setup a 
site to answer the questions many have: www.WhoAreAdventists.org.

AnnuAl PACs dinner rAises More thAn $100,000
The annual Awards Dinner and Auction held Oct. 11 for Portland Adventist 
Community Services (PACS) raised more than $102,000 to sustain current food 
and health programs for people in need throughout Portland, Ore. Through its 
innovative food pantry, PACS provides emergency food to more than 70,000 
low income people each year. The health clinic serves many uninsured and under-
insured patients each week. This year ’s event also helped highlight support for a 
new PACS dental program which will open in 2016.

wishAM Joins wwGh CArdioloGy teAM
Douglas Wysham, interventional cardiologist, has joined the Walla Walla General 
Hospital Northwest Regional Heart and Vascular team in Walla Walla, Wash. 
Wysham has been an active participant in furthering research on emergency treat-
ment of heart attacks. He has been published in nearly 35 papers, abstracts, 
reviews and presentations. Wysham has most recently served as chair of the cardiol-
ogy department at Deaconess Medical Center in Spokane, Wash.

youth rush Publishes e-book
Participants in Washington Youth Rush recently produced a 32-page e-book about 
their answers to prayer and divine appointments while ministering door-to-door in 
western Washington. The e-book, The Word of Our Testimony, includes first-name 
basis stories such as the young boy who only read books about God, a grieving 
drunk, a gentleman who had previously purchased and abandoned a copy of The 
Great Controversy and more. You can download a digital copy of the e-book from 
http://washingtonconference.org/youthrush.

Adventist PrinCiPAl And nieCe killed in indiAnA
Indianapolis Junior Academy, Norris Ncube, and his 5-year-old niece, Malia 
Sizba, were killed in a car accident as he drove a group of students to school on 
Oct. 6. Ncube, 50, died at the scene, while his niece succumbed of her injuries 
in the hospital. Ncube’s 12-year-old son, Joshua, was on a hospital ventilator, 
and the other three children were badly injured but showing signs of improve-
ment, news reports said. Read more online at http://bit.ly/1GMpaeb.

nPuC hosts Children's leAdershiP ConferenCe
More than 300 individuals active in children’s Sabbath School ministries and the 
Adventurers program attended the North Pacific Union Conference Children's Lead-
ership Conference held Sept. 24-27 in Portland, Ore. The conference featured eight 
general meetings and 80 individual breakout sessions. Guest presenters for general 
meetings included Brenda Walsh, 3ABN (Three Angels Broadcasting Network) 
Kids Network general manager, and Terry Johnson, executive director of mission 
integration for Adventist Medical Center in Portland. Watch videos of the general 
session presentations online at http://bit.ly/1Wx4WvU.

CArlson eleCted to GC
Dennis Carlson, Washington Conference planned giving and trust services director 
since 2010, will begin serving in a similar capacity for the world church starting 
in November. During the Annual Council meetings in Silver Spring, Md., he was 
elected as General Conference (GC) director of planned giving and trust services. 
Carlson has served the members of the Washington Conference for two decades: as 
associate director of planned giving and trust services from 2002 to 2010, and 
ABC manager from 1986 to 1993. He and his wife Alma have enjoyed their time 
in the Northwest and look forward to "meeting in the Northwest section of Heaven."

wAshinGton AdoPts new MinisteriAl leAdershiP PoliCy
The Washington Conference executive committee approved a new policy to help 
commissioned pastors more readily fulfill mission-focused leadership responsibili-
ties. The policy, which applies only within the conference, allows commissioned 
ministers to perform baptisms or weddings outside their district without first asking 
permission. Additionally, commissioned ministers may ordain local elders, dea-
cons or deaconesses; plant a church in cooperation with Washington Conference; 
and hold any leadership position in the Washington Conference. Read the full 
mission-focused leadership policy online at http://bit.ly/1SpSU1z.

seAttle hosts first nw ACf trAininG
The Volunteer Park Adventist Church in Seattle, Wash., hosted the Adventist Chris-
tian Fellowship (ACF) Campus Catalyst event on Oct. 9-11. It was the first time an 
ACF public college campus ministry training event has been held in the North Pacific 
Union Conference (NPUC). The weekend involved 11 college/university students, 
five pastors, and department directors from the Washington and Upper Columbia 
Conferences. The weekend was the beginning of NPUC Adventist Christian Fel-
lowship ministry on non-Adventist colleges/universities, with more to come next year.

seCond AAA wArehouse fire
The second fire in six months has destroyed another warehouse owned by Au-
burn Adventist Academy. The fire broke out around 6:00 pm on October 
21 at a two-story metal warehouse on the edge of the academy’s campus. The 
building was being leased to a metal fabricating business. The owner of the busi-
ness and his dog were able to escape the fire uninjured. The cause of the fire 
was under investigation, but Valley Regional Fire Authority said blacksmith work 
was being done inside the warehouse. The impact to the students was minimal 
with classes continuing on as usual. Read more online at http://bit.ly/1PnCtTH.

CentenAriAn Publishes unique nt PArAPhrAse
Earl Bolton continues to amaze and inspire people throughout the Northwest 
and beyond as a bright and healthy 101-year-old. He drives and lives alone 
in his own house, mowing the lawn and tending his garden. A 1936 graduate 
of Walla Walla College (now University) and family physician in Wenatchee, 
Wash., for many years, Bolton worked on paraphrasing the Bible for his own de-
votions. His careful efforts have now surfaced in a published book: A Physician’s 
Paraphrase — The New Testament. The volume was highlighted during a worship 
Bolton presented at the North Pacific Union Conference office. It is available for 
purchase through Amazon at http://amzn.to/1RwAgo1.

For additional news visit http://www.oregonconference.org/news_entries.



Transitions
thomas Bentley (Julie) has transferred from his pos-
tion as pastor for the Roseburg congregation to the 
Kentucky-Tennessee Conference.

scott Lemert (Dorothy) has retired from his pos-
tion as senior pastor for Sunnyside Church.

Jonathan russell (Jaclyn) has transitioned from his 
position as associate pastor to that of senior pastor 
at Sunnyside Church.

Benjamin tello (Hogla) is the new interim pastor for 
the Milwaukie Spanish congregation.

andy Villanueva has joined the Oregon Confer-
ence from the Southern California Conference to fill 
the position of Member Ministries Associate Direc-
tor, overseeing YouthRush and Bible Workers.

charlie Brown (Marjorie) has returned to retirement 
status after filling the position of interim pastor for 
the Sandy Church.

nick Jones (Julie) has transitioned from his position 
as pastor of the Gateway and SonRise Church dis-
trict to fill the role of pastor for the Sandy Church.

randy hill (Gayle) will be transitioning from his 
role as pastor of the Medford Church to that of As-
sociate Youth Director for the Oregon Conference, 
overseeing Pathfinders.

...OVER AN OPEN FIRE

caPturing gOd's handiWOrk... 
Share your photos that capture our amazing world for inclusion in an upcoming issue of the eCommuniqué! 
Email your photos to krissy.barber@oc.npuc.org. All photos are subject to approval before publishing. Digital high quality (200 dpi or higher), please.

mailto:krissy.barber%40oc.npuc.org?subject=Possible%20eCommunique%20Photo


Events
ceLeBratiOn Of thanksgiVing

When: november 21, 7:00 pm
Location: new hope community church
Adventist Health presents a Celebration of Thanks-
giving, featuring Jaci Valasquez and Nic Gonzales. 
Adventist Health invites you to the annual community 
Thanksgiving concert highlighting our commitment to 
hope and healing. Ushering in a new era of multicul-
tural worship, Dove Award winning Nic Gonzales 
with the band Salvador, and multiplatinum, Grammy 
nominated Jaci Valesquz are Nic + Jaci. Called into 
lives of music, this Latin-influenced husband-wife duo 
teams up for the first time ever, merging their ministries 
to continue to advance the kingdom of God. Free 
admission with your concert ticket and a nonperish-
able food item for the Oregon Food Bank. Tickets 
required and available on a first come, first serve basis. 
Visit www.AdventistHealth.org/NW/Thanksgiving or 
call 503-251-6174. Concert will be held at New 
Hope Community Church in Happy Valley, Ore.

POrtLand adVentist academy

When: november 18, 6:00 pm
Location: Portland adventist academy
Portland Adventist Academy invites parents to an infor-
mational Open House on November 18 from 6:00-
8:30pm. The evening begins with refreshments and a 
meet and greet. It continues with department tours and 
concludes with a question and answer time with admin-
istrators when you can learn more about about academ-
ics, scholarships, and more. Find us at 1500 SE 96th 
Ave. in Portland, Ore. or online at www.paasda.org. 
RSVP by calling 503-255-8372.

eLise LeBLanc – free cOncert

When: november 14, 7:00 pm
Location: Pleasant Valley adventist church
Join us for a FREE concert at Pleasant Valley Ad-
ventist Church on November 14 at 7:00 pm! Bring 
family & friends for a night of fresh, positive, acoustic 
music. Elise's original songs speak of faith, healing, and 
relationships. The Pleasant Valley church is located at 
11125 SE 172nd Ave. in Happy Valley, Ore. Lis-
ten to her music at www.eliseleblanc.com.

fOuntainVieW academy cOncert

When: december 20, 7:00 pm
Location: adventist community church of Vancouver
Fountainview Academy presents the final concert on 
their 2015 Christmas Tour at the Adventist Commu-
nity Church of Vancouver, 9711 NE St. Johns Road 
in Vancouver, Wash. Enjoy an evening of meditative 
and spirited music honoring the King of Kings. Admis-
sion is free. Seating is first come-first served.

stOne tOWer adVentist church
annuaL christmas cOncert

When: december 26, 6:00 pm
Location: stone tower adventist church
Stone Tower Adventist Church invites you to join 
them for their annual Christmas Concert on Decem-
ber 26th at 6:00 pm! Beautiful instrumentation and 
heartfelt voices combine to tell the story of the birth 
of our Lord. You don't want to miss it! Stone Tower 
is located at 3010 NE Holladay Street in Portland.

fOLLOW the star accePting actOrs

When: first two weekends in december
Location: gladstone Park conference center
Follow the Star is accepting actors for its 14th an-
nual production portraying the story of the birth of 
the Messiah happening the first two weekends of De-
cember. Also, singers may join the angel choir or audi-
tion for the singing angel at the manger. Contact Paul 
or Corleen Johnson for details, pauledwinjohnson@
gmail.com,  corleenj@gmail.com or 503-970-1693 
or 503-702-5639. Volunteers staff this production 
that is free to the community. Please reply ASAP.

craVe – a series By ty giBsOn

When: november 13-15, 2015
Location: the shedd institute, eugene, Ore.
From the moment we exit the womb, we pulsate with 
God-shaped desires. All of us navigate through life 
as creatures of intense longing. We pursue things, 
experiences, and relationships with the hope of 
quenching our unstoppable craving for some name-
less something that eludes our grasp. On November 
13-15, at The Shedd Institute in Eugene, author 
and international speaker, Ty Gibson, will be giv-
ing a free, 3-day seminar titled, CRAVE: How To 
Get What You Really Want. CRAVE will explore 
who and what we are as human beings and attempt 
to crack the mystery of our insatiable desires. The 
Shedd Institute is located at 868 High Street in Eu-
gene, Ore. Visit www.craveseminar.com for details.

All links are clickable here and elsewhere in the eCommuniqué.

   
sunset caLendar

 Nov 7             Nov 14             Nov 21             Nov 28               Dec 5              Dec 12
Bend
Eugene
Hood River
Longview
Medford
Newport
Portland

4:49 PM
4:56 PM
4:46 PM
4:51 PM
4:59 PM
4:59 PM
4:51 PM

4:41 PM
4:48 PM
4:38 PM
4:42 PM
4:51 PM
4:51 PM
4:43 PM

4:35 PM
4:42 PM
4:31 PM
4:35 PM
4:46 PM
4:44 PM
4:36 PM

4:30 PM
4:37 PM
4:26 PM
4:30 PM
4:41 PM
4:39 PM
4:31 PM

4:27 PM
4:35 PM
4:23 PM
4:27 PM
4:39 PM
4:37 PM
4:28 PM

4:27 PM
4:34 PM
4:22 PM
4:26 PM
4:39 PM
4:36 PM
4:27 PM
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for more announcement 
& event information, visit 
http://bit.ly/1en3VpV.

this page is updated 
each week.


