
 

      ot long ago my husband and I sat in church, 
     attention focused on the words of the pastor.  
“For unto us a child is born.”

“Look Mommy! Look 
Mommy!”

In the pew in front of us 
was a three-year-old kneel-
ing in her seat. Grinning 
from ear to ear she had a 
piece of tissue stuck in her 
nose, hanging down and 
only partially hiding a big 
grin.

Mom quickly removed the tissue and whispered 
instructions of proper conduct in church.

“For unto us a child is born.” Yes, Jesus was once 

a child! Did he ever call out, “Look Mommy, 
look!” at some silly childhood delight, only to 
be told that it wasn’t the thing to do? I’m sure 
he did, for Jesus was truly a child, experiencing 

all the fun and even silliness 
that goes with childhood. 
I’m sure he laughed and 
giggled and squealed with 
delight, bringing joy and 
laughter to those around 
him.

Joyously, Jesus never out-
grew many of those child-

like characteristics… like the willingness to accept 
and love those around Him just, because they 
were there. Like a child He saw the goodness of 
others, accepted them in the present, and was 
not prejudiced by any barrier, whether it was 
their past, their nationality, or their social status.

ULTIMATE MISSION IN A DAY

Ultimate Mission got a cram 
session in October when training 
went big with a day-long event 
rather than the usual months.
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NOTE-WORTHY NEWS

Bits of news from around the 
Conference and around the 
world that we thought you 
might find interesting.
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HAVE YOU SEEN GOD L ATELY?

God doesn't always show up 
when or where we expect. He 
does show up just at the right 
time, though.
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GROWING UP AT SEMINARY

Kessia Bennett headed to semi-
nary in 2008 to continue her 
pastoral education. Read how 
the "Cemetary" helped her grow.
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Studies show that 
children begin to 

absorb values as early 
as two years of age.

"LOOK MOMMY! LOOK!"
Teaching values to your children
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   ctober 22, 2011 – the 167th anniversary of the 
Great Disappointment of 1844 – was rather a day of 
hope and encouragement for those who attended the 
“Ultimate Mission in a Day” training event.  Just as 
Revelation 10:11 says, those who were disappoint-
ed 167 years ago must now “prophesy again before 
many peoples, and nations, and tongues, and kings,” 
a group of around 100 came for training, equipping 
and encouragement in personal evangelism.

Guest speaker Yves Monnier, Evangelism Coordina-
tor for It Is Written, encouraged the group to “look 
for those close by that God is preparing to receive 
the message. Evangelism doesn’t always take place in 
far away, exotic places, or even large halls in big cit-
ies. More often, God is calling us to evangelize our 
neighborhoods and workplaces.”

Ultimate Mission began soon after the Shawn Boon-
stra meetings in Portland in 2007. Several church 
members received training to encourage interested 
people to attend the meetings, and then follow 
up those interests after Shawn finished his series. 
Gladstone Park member Jim Reynolds, Hood View 
member Len Bierlein and several others developed a 

continuing training schedule every other Sunday for 
several months.  

The concept of Ultimate Mission in a Day came about 
when Chuck Burkeen, Oregon Conference Member 
Ministries Director, realized that others around the 
Conference would benefit from this training, but could 
not travel to Portland twice a month to attend.  On 
October 22, Ultimate Mission, along with the Mem-
ber Ministries Department and It Is Written offered 
the training program in one day – a much easier com-
mute for those who needed to travel long distances.

Classes included “Spiritual Coaching” by Jim Reyn-
olds, “Ministry to Children” by Sherri Uhrig, “Re-
vitalizing the Church’s Mission” by Chris Camacho, 
“Mentoring New Members” by Corleen Johnson, 
“Understanding Your Spiritual Gifts” by Chuck Bur-
keen, “Effective Evangelism” by Roger Hernandez and 
Juan Pacheco, “Using Ministry Resources” by Cheri 
Corder, and “Removing the Roadblocks to Witness-
ing” by Paul Johnson. Gladstone Park member Lewis 
Shipowick summed up the feelings of those who took 
part in the day –“This was wonderful,” he said, “just 
what we need.”

LOOK MOMMY! LOOK
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Studies show that children begin to absorb 
values as early as two years of age. We can-
not begin too soon planting spiritual con-
cepts in the minds and hearts of our children. 
Teaching our children about Jesus can be 
fun, inspiring, exciting, but most of all life–
changing; not only for our children but for us 
too! And the good news is you are probably 
already doing things to lead your children 
into a love-relationship with Jesus!

We can teach spiritual values while tucking 
our child into bed each night. Or while driv-
ing to the grocery store. Or during meals to-
gether, doing chores together, playing games 
together, sharing what Jesus has done for us!

“These commandments that I give you today 
are to be upon your hearts. Impress them on 
your children. Talk about them when you sit 
at home and when you walk along the road, 
when you lie down and when you get up.”  
Deuteronomy 6:6-7

As we read the Bible and spend time with 
God in meditation and prayer, He will give 
us the intentional moments of spiritual lessons 
we need to pass on to our children. Yes … 
unto us a child is born. 

May the Lord bless, encourage, and 
strengthen you as you lead your children to 
the lap of Jesus.

O 
By Chuck Burkeen

ULTIMATE MISSION 
IN A DAY

I was in the middle of a Bible study one Sabbath afternoon a 
few weeks ago, when there was a knock at the door. The man I 
was studying with let another man in and we invited him to sit in 
on the Bible study. The new guy seemed well versed in the Bible 
and we had a great time. At the end of the study we invited 
him to the Net 2011 meetings going on at the nearby Glad-

stone Park Church. He asked what they were about and I gave him a quick explanation. He asked if they were 
Adventist meetings, I answered that yes, they were. He turned to the man I had been studying with and said, 
"You're studying with the right people. The Adventists are closer to Bible teachings then any other religion 
I know." We went to the meetings and I started regular Bible studies with him later in the month. That man 
showing up on that day at that time.... Random meeting? Coincidence? I don't think so. 
 
There is no sermon, song or message that can prove that God truly exists. The surest way I know to prove 
there is a God, is to watch Him in action. The best way to see Him in action is to work for the salvation of 
others, thereby building your own faith. Have you seen God lately?

HAVE YOU 
SEEN GOD 

LATELY?

– Jim Reynolds



GROWING UP 
AT SEMINARY

FOLLOW THE STAR... 
GETTING READY 
FOR ANOTHER YEAR

          n a scale of 1 to 100, my enthusiasm to attend the Seventh-
day Adventist Theological Seminary was right around 8. In my mind, 
Michigan was a frozen tundra in a far-away land, and going there 
meant leaving the ministry in which I was so happily serving. It meant 
more packing, more moving boxes, more paint jobs, and more good-
byes. Inwardly I sighed as I thought about spending three years in a 
place that people jokingly called the "Cemetary". The year was 2008 
and the Oregon Conference leadership was sending me to get my 
Masters of Divinity degree. Reluctantly I packed, painted, and pained 
as I said goodbye to my friends until 2011. 

Three years later I am grateful for the compulsory trip to Seminary. I 
had expected to learn a few things, make a few friends, and grow a 
little bit. In reality, I learned a great many things, made close and long-
lasting friends, and grew immensely. Seminary completely surpassed 
my expectations in every dimension. As I sat in the classroom, my 
heart thrilled at the opportunity to think deeply about Scripture and 
the praxis of my faith. As I mingled with my colleagues, I experienced 
such meaningful Christian kinship that I knew I had made friends for 
life. As I communed with God in my local ministry and in my per-
sonal worship, I watched in wonder as He made me more like Jesus. 
I graduated from Seminary as a wiser, godlier, and more committed 
Seventh-day Adventist Christian.

Some people question the necessity of sending ministers to Seminary 
for additional schooling; others are suspicious that too much education 
will ruin the simplicity of a person's faith. However, as an alumna I do 
not have less passion, but a better directed passion; I do not have less 
faith, but a more educated faith. 

The story is told of the Latin and South American revolutionary 
Che Guevara with his guerilla fighters preparing for war. There in 
the jungle he did not merely inspire them with speeches or command 
their obedience, but he taught them math, history, and 
literacy. Why? He is reported to have 

explained simply, 
"Because an edu-
cated soldier is a 
better soldier." 

By Kessia BennettO

Follow the Star will celebrate its 10th season the first two 
weekends of December on the grounds of the Gladstone Park 
Conference Center. In the past nine years attendance has con-
tinued to increase until last December when 6,000 people 
followed the star as the Magi searched for the Christ Child. 
More than 100 actors in costume bring the biblical story of 
Jesus birth to life in seven outdoor scenes. “Our purpose is to 
help people see Jesus’ birth as a real historical event and to 
invite our communities to a non-threatening spiritual event on 
the Gladstone Park campus,” says Paul Johnson, Chairman of 
the Steering Committee. This goal was realized in one child’s 
mind as between scenes he was heard to exclaim, “There’s a 
story just like this in my Bible!”

This year ’s dates are Dec. 2,3,4, 9,10 and 11. Admission 
is free and performances begin on Fridays at 6:00p.m. and 
Saturdays and Sundays at 5:00p.m. Gates remain open until 
8:30p.m. or until the evening’s capacity is reached. There are 
no reserved tickets, but tickets are available at the Gladstone 
grounds beginning 30 minutes before each opening perfor-
mance. Attendees are urged to come early, as many evenings 
all tickets are given out early in the evening. Tickets are given 
in groups of 25 and a community musical program is provided 
in the Holden Center for those who are waiting their turn. A 
group leaves for the 45 minute outdoor tour every 8-10 min-
utes. More information can be found at www.followthestar.us.  



NOTE WORTHY...
Patzer zimbabwe ChurCh ProjeCt Video released
A short video report is now available on the just-completed project to build church 
and school structures in Bulawayo, Zimbabwe, near the site where Jere Patzer, the 
late North Pacific Union Conference president, preached a series of evangelistic meet-
ings in 1998. A dedicatory plaque in honor of Patzer has been placed at the site. 
In the brief four-minute video, Sue Patzer, describes the project and shares footage of 
the dedication. Watch it on YouTube at http://bit.ly/umpbTS.

dan jaCkson shoots holiday sPeCials at adVentist media Center
On October 18, NAD President Dan Jackson spent the entire day shooting a 
Thanksgiving Special and two Christmas Specials at the Adventist Media Center in 
Simi Valley, Calif. “Wall of Gratitude” is an hour-long Thanksgiving Special hosted 
by Dan Jackson and Connie Vandeman Jeffery. Featuring Family Reunion music along 
with a devotional message from Pastor Jackson, this program will air on Hope Chan-
nel during Thanksgiving week. A series of seven Christmas programs was taped Oc-
tober 18–20. The series is entitled “God’s Christmas Cards” and will air during the 
week leading up to Christmas on Hope Channel. Watch “God’s Christmas Cards” 
on the Hope Channel. Go to www.hopetv.org for air times.

GeorGe johnson reCoGnized
George Johnson, NAD communication director, was recognized as one of the “40 
Under 40” leaders in the October issue of Rejuvenate, the award-wining national 
magazine for the faith-based meeting planning industry. This recognition came from 
peer leaders and others in the faith-based meetings world. Numerous nominations 
were reviewed and evaluated based on references, industry involvement, and com-
ments on social media and group websites. Johnson plans annual communication 
training meetings, the most recent one was October 20-22 in Lombard, Ill. 

indianaPolis will host 2020 GC session
Thirty years after its last stint at hosting a Seventh-day Adventist Church world 
business session, Indianapolis, capital of the state of Indiana, will welcome the 61st 
General Conference Session in 2020. The Lucas Oil Stadium, home of the India-
napolis Colts football team and the Indianapolis Convention Center, will host the 
event. The decision made during last week’s Annual Council meetings at world church 
headquarters in Silver Spring, Md., will bring approximately 3,500 delegates to the 
complex and as many as 100,000 people on peak convention days. Read more from 
Adventist News Network at http://bit.ly/nbVK4G.

world ChurCh Votes territorial ChanGes
Seventh-day Adventist Church's Guam-Micronesia Mission, an administrative region 
comprising islands in the western Pacific Ocean, will now report to the denomination's 
North American Division. The shift moves guidance of the region from the church's 
Southern Asia-Pacific Division, based in the Philippines. The mission region includes 
the United States territories of Guam, the Federated States of Micronesia, Marshall Is-
lands, Northern Mariana Islands and Palau. Read more at http://bit.ly/rovlnc. In other 
Annual Council action, the world church executive committee voted to transfer church 
operations in the Middle East to direct oversight by the General Conference. The 
newly formed Greater Middle East Union Mission is home to 21 countries and more 
than 500 million people, and has 2,900 Adventists worshipping in 70 churches and 
companies. Read more from the Adventist News Network at http://bit.ly/pQIhCq.

andrews uniVersity loses assistant dean to Car Crash
Andrews University is mourning the loss of Esperanza Alvarez-Muñiz, assistant dean 
of women for Lamson Hall and a beloved mentor, friend and colleague to those who 
knew her. On Friday, Oct. 14 around 4:30pm, Esperanza was driving with her 
mother, Lidia Duran, to go pick grapes in the countryside. According to the police 
report, Esperanza was driving east when she failed to yield at the intersection of 
Dean’s Hill Road and M-140 in Berrien Center. A vehicle traveling south struck on 
the driver’s side of Esperanza’s car. Esperanza died at the scene. She was 41 years 
old. Her mother, Lidia, received non-life threatening injuries and was taken to a local 
hospital. The other driver, a 49-year-old Berrien Center resident, was not injured. A 
memorial fund has been established.

is PaCifiC union ColleGe sellinG off land?
A recent report from The Napa Valley Register reports that Pacific Union College, 
based in Angwin, Calif., has listed for sale more than 1,500 acres northeast of its 
campus deemed “non-essential” to the educational mission of the college. The article 
indicates proceeds from the sale would go directly to the college’s endowment fund. 
Is this true? Get the scoop from a PUC website FAQ (http://bit.ly/sy9pbC) and 
an open letter (http://bit.ly/sn36Jj) from Heather J. Knight, PUC president. Avoid 
adding misinformation to the rumor mill. Check the facts. 

Phil follett Passes
Elder Philip Stanley Follett passed away on October 7, at age 79, after a long battle 
with cancer. Phil's service for the Seventh-day Adventist Church spanned a period of 
58 years. He began as a literature evangelist in the Southern California Conference. 
His service continued as a ministerial intern, church pastor, conference president, union 
president, General Conference vice president and chairman of the Adventist Media 
Center Board. He is survived by two adult children, Lorraine Follett Ball and David 
Ball, and two grandchildren, Jonathan and Jessica Ball. Condolences to the family 
may be sent to his daughter, Lorraine Ball, at Southern Adventist University, School 
of Journalism, PO Box 370, Collegedale, TN 37315.

uPPer Columbia ConferenCe announCes leadershiP transitions
The Upper Columbia Conference Executive Committee has selected Richard Parker as 
the new UCC human resources director and office manager. Parker has served as the 
director of youth ministries and Camp MiVoden for the past 16 years. He replaces 
Bill Skidmore, who retired Sept. 30. The executive committee also voted to invite 
Wendy Eberhardt to replace Parker as director of youth ministries. Eberhardt, who 
is currently the Kentucky-Tennessee Conference director for youth ministries, has ac-
cepted the invitation and will begin her new responsibilities in mid-October. 

sam woods dies in Car aCCident
Sam Woods, ITS associate director for the Southwestern Union (SWU), died in 
a car accident during a rain storm on October 8. Before joining the SWU, Woods 
served as an evangelist for the Central Union; a conference singing evangelist for the 
Colorado Conference; a pastoral assistant in Nebraska; an evangelist in the Michigan 
Conference; and a pastor and treasurer assistant for the Texas Conference. He also 
served for ten years as data processing director for the Texas Conference prior to start-
ing at the SWU in 1997 as data processing associate manager and eventually as ITS 
associate director. He was 66 years old and had worked for the Adventist Church 
for 33 years, including 15 years at the Southwestern Union.

iseminGer Promoted to world ChurCh underseCretary
When the world church voted to establish the Greater Middle East Union Mission 
(see item to the left) it created a leadership shuffle. Homer Trecartin, world church 
undersecretary, will become the president of the mission. Replacing Trecartin as un-
dersecretary is Myron Iseminger. Iseminger, elected in 2010 as an associate secretary 
of the General Conference, has also served in Northwest treasury positions with the 
Upper Columbia and Montana conferences. In his 23-year denominational career he 
has studied and worked in five countries on four continents.

For additional news visit www.OregonConference.org/news_entries



Events
HIS PRAISE MEN'S CHORUS CONCERT

When: November 19, 11:00a.m.
Location: Dallas Adventist Church
His Praise Men's Chorus will be presenting a concert, 
at 11:00a.m. on Saturday, Nov. 19 at the Dallas 
Adventist Church at 589 SW Birch Street, Dallas, 
Ore. His Praise is a group of about 30 men drawn 
from the Portland, Ore. and Vancouver, Wash., areas 
and from all walks of life who have one thing in com-
mon: they love to sing gospel music. Guests are in-
vited to eat with and meet the singers after their con-
cert. Visit www.HisPraiseMensChorus.org or contact 
Doug Clayville at 503-623-5254, or Charlie Drury 
at 503-680-9582 for more information.

RIVERGATE SCHOOL ANNUAL FUNDRAISER

When: November 12, 6:00p.m.
Location: Rivergate School Gym
Join friends and family of Rivergate Adventist School 
as they host their annual fundraising dinner and auc-
tions on November 12, at 6:00p.m. in the Rivergate 
school gym! Come for an Italian-themed dinner along 
with live and silent auctions! Dinner cost is $8.00 
per person. Items to be auctioned include trips, relax-
ing weekends, and even a full house window washing! 
All proceeds from the evening will go towards the 
school building fund.

2011 MEN'S CONFERENCE

When: November 11-12, 2011
Location: Holden Convention Center, Gladstone, Ore.
Chuck Burkeen, Oregon Conference Men's Min-
istry Director and author of A Place For Us Guys 
is speaking on the theme "Men After God's Own 
Heart." Topics include "Why It's Normal For Men To 
Be Crazy," and "High Octane Christianity." This is a 
great opportunity to bring your pre-church member 
friends and show them that real men love Jesus and 
can enjoy church fellowship. You can register with 
PlusLine at www.PlusLine.org, or 800-732-7587. 
For more info go to http://bit.ly/n600jJ.

CHILD SAFETY WORKSHOP

When: November 12, 1:30p.m.
Location: South Salem Adventist Church
This Child Safety Workshop is a workshop for clergy, 
lay leaders, church board members, camp staff, teach-
ers, church school staff, volunteers and parents. The re-
sponsibility for protecting children rests with adults, not 
with children alone. Research indicates that one in four 
girls and one in seven boys will be sexually abused prior 
to their 18th birthday. The offenders will be someone 
close to the child, a relative, family friend, or maybe 
one of the many volunteers or professionals who come 
in contact with our children every day – someone most 
parents would never suspect. Few offenders are caught, 
because they work just as hard to deceive adults as 
they do to seduce and silence their victims. By taking 
the time to learn more about child sexual abuse and the 
people who commit these crimes, you will be joining a 
growing number of Christians who are becoming better 
educated about protecting children, safeguarding our 
churches, and fulfilling our missions. The workshop will 
be held on November 12 at 1:30p.m. The South 
Salem Adventist Church is located at 6994 Sunnyside 
Rd SE Salem, Ore. This event is sponsored by the 
South Salem Adventist Church.

CARAVAN OF LIFE

When: November 4-12, 2011
Location: Various locations
Pastor Jose Rojas will be in Oregon this month, for 
an evangelistic event called the Caravan of Life. No-
vember 4-6, the meetings will be held at the Salem 
Armory. November 7-9, the meetings will be at the  
Hillsboro Spanish Church, then they will move on 
to the Portland Convention Center. The series is in 
Spanish, but a number of translation receivers will 
be available in English. Each meeting will begin at 
7:00p.m. For more information, call 503-850-
8573 or email pastorvha@aol.com. We are praying 
for 150 baptisms as a result of the event. Please join 
us in praying for this event. Download a poster for this 
event at http://bit.ly/tNNWnX.

BIBLICAL PERSPECTIVES ON 
HUMAN SEXUALITY

When: November 4-6, 2011
Location: Sunnyside Adventist Church
Biblical Perspectives on Human Sexuality is a sympo-
sium especially designed for young adults, parents, 
teachers, and pastors. Sponsored by the Center for 
Bible Faith and Mission, and the School of Theology at 
Walla Walla University, this weekend will feature three 
topic sessions presented by Walla Walla University 
faculty. "Understanding the Gift of Human Sexuality" 
will kick off the series at 7:00p.m. on Friday. "The 
Sacred Nature of Sex" will be presented on Sabbath at 
3:00p.m. Sunday's topic, "Issues of Christian Sexuality 
in a Modern Secular Environment" will conclude the 
symposium. WWU faculity Dr. David Thomas, Dr. Pam 
Cress, and Dr. Julian Melgosa will share their knowl-
edge and experience. All sessions are open to the pub-
lic. For more information call 509-527-2194.

2012 OREGON CONFERENCE 
PRAYER RETREAT

When: March 30 - April 1, 2012
Location: Grove Christian Camp, Dorena, Ore.
Ty Gibson will speak on "The Prayer Life of the 
End Time Generation" at beautiful Grove Christian 
Camp, by Dorena Lake east of Cottage Grove, Or-
egon. Registration is through PlusLine at 800-732-
7587 or http://bit.ly/ihYJjf. For more info contact 
Donna Koehn at wdkoehn@msn.com, or go to 
http://bit.ly/jJND7J.

DEPRESSION RECOVERY CLASS

When: Oct. 4 - Nov. 12, 7:00-9:00p.m.
Location: Newberg Adventist Church
Dr. Tami Rodgers, MD, will be instructing a de-
pression recovery class each Tuesday evening from 
7:00p.m. – 9:00p.m. beginning October 4 through 
November 22.  Dr. Tami is a member of the medical 
staff at the Newberg Medical Center and a member 
of the Adventist Church.

All links are clickable here and elsewhere in the eCommuniqué.

for more announCement & eVent information Please Visit www.oreGonConferenCe.orG/announCements – this PaGe is uPdated weekly.



SUNSET CALENDAR
Nov 5             Nov 12             Nov 19             Nov 26              Dec 3             Dec 10 

Bend
Eugene
Hood River
Longview
Medford
Newport
Portland

5:51 PM
5:59 PM
5:49 PM
5:54 PM
6:01 PM
6:01 PM
5:54 PM

4:43 PM
4:50 PM
4:41 PM
4:45 PM
4:54 PM
4:52 PM
4:45 PM

4:36 PM
4:43 PM
4:33 PM
4:37 PM
4:47 PM
4:45 PM
4:38 PM

4:31 PM
4:38 PM
4:28 PM
4:31 PM
4:43 PM
4:40 PM
4:32 PM

4:28 PM
4:35 PM
4:24 PM
4:28 PM
4:40 PM
4:37 PM
4:28 PM

4:27 PM
4:34 PM
4:23 PM
4:26 PM
4:39 PM
4:36 PM
4:27 PM
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Transitions
Steve Behrmann, (Elizabeth) has transitioned from his 
position as interim pastor at Milo Academy to that of
interim pastor for the Myrtle Creek/Canyonville district.

Jerry Bandy, (Tania) has taken on the position of in-
terim pastor at Klamath Falls in addition to his current 
position as pastor of Lakeview.

Rocky Gale, (Christine) pastor of the Sutherlin/Win-
ston district will be entering retirement as of the begin-
ning of November.

Friday:   7:00 PM
“Understanding the Gift of Human Sexuality”

Saturday:   3:00 PM
“The Sacred Nature of Sex”

Sunday:   10:00 AM
“Issues of Christian Sexuality in A Modern Secular Environment”

SEX    AND THE CHURCH

NOV. 4-6 SUNNYSIDE 
CHURCH ROOM 61

Sponsored by Walla Walla University Center for Bible, Faith, 
and Mission and Sunnyside Seventh-day Adventist Church.

date location

A Seminar Presented by WWU Faculty:
 Dr. David Thomas, Dean, School of Theology
 Dr. Pam Cress, Dean, School of Social Work & Sociology
 Dr. Julian Melgosa, Dean, School of Education & Psychology


