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      he Oregon Conference has been busy giv-
ing away computers.
 
Let me explain: Several years ago a member of 
the Tabernacle Church left his phone number 
with the Vice-President of Education saying that 
schools could receive computers for free. The 
superintendent passed the phone number off 
to one of the metro area 
principals who in turn 
gave me the number. I 
called the next day.
 
A series of miracles have 
resulted from that one 
call. 

Most of the miracles were 
diminutive in nature. For example: I would get a 
request for some computers from an organization 
and I would have to explain that I didn’t have 
any at the moment but would put their name on 
a list. A few days/weeks later I would receive a 

message from one of my donors indicating they 
had equipment for me to pick up. Coincidence? 
I thought so at first, but the coincidences started 
piling up and I began to realize that something 
much more profound was happening.

One miracle went like this in the fall of 2009: 

“Hi Randy. This is Rachael, 
principal over in Madras. 
Our computers are really 
old. Do you have anything 
you might be able to 
donate?”

“Not at this time, Rachael. 
I’m out of everything. I’m 
not sure when the next 

batch of computers will come in.” (just then my 
email dings and I see that it’s from one of my 
donors) “Wait just a second Rachael!” I scan 
the email quickly and read that the donor wants 
to know if I would like to have 300 comput-
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ers and monitors. “Rachael! You will never 
believe what just happened! You can have 
the computers you want!” 

The Madras Adventist School received 
enough computers and flat panel monitors 
to meet their needs. 

Coincidence? You can’t convince me it 
wasn’t a miracle.

In the past two years the Oregon Confer-
ence has donated approximately 950 
computers, monitors and servers to our 
schools, churches and community centers. 
We have installed five labs in area churches 
that provide classes in basic computer 
skills, English as a Second Language, math 
tutoring and literacy. These churches have 
opened up their doors to the community 
reaching out to meet a very real need.

One of the giant miracles is---I have not 
had to call and “beg” for equipment. It 
seems as though a request is made then 
the equipment shows up not long after the 
request. This has happened time and again. 
It’s kind of like, “Don’t just DO some-
thing…SIT there”.
 
So, yes, the Oregon Conference has been 
busy giving away computers. Computers 
that the Lord has been providing in order 
to empower our members in ministry with 
what they do best; bringing a knowledge 
of Jesus to those who are seeking Him.

Randy Cummings,
Technology Coordinator for Schools & Conference
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Women Retreat
for the Weekend

Because “He Knows My Name!” was the 
theme of this year ’s women’s retreat, the 
women’s names got some extra attention. 
For example, at the beginning of each meeting, the 
women’s first names would cycle through a special 
graphic on the screen. Retreat organizers were sur-
prised at how much interest the women took in this, 
each one watching intently for her name to appear. 
Then, on Sabbath morning, the crowd was whisper 
silent as Ginny Allen and Carolyn Karlstrom read, 
in random order, each name out loud.

This year’s special guest speaker was Heather-
Dawn Small, Director of Women’s Ministries at the 
General Conference. Other guest speakers were: 
Dr. Susie Hill, a pastor’s wife who teaches at Texas 
Women’s University, on the topics “My Secret 
Weapon” and “The Ten Things Women Should 
Know About Money”; Dr. Diana Fleming, co-au-
thor of “The Full Plate Diet”; Jan Ellis with “Make 
Up Your Mind!”; Angelina Wood on “Inner Heal-
ing and Wholeness in Christ”; Joyce Burkeen with 
“What is Your Story?” and Bev Schultz on “The 
Bible – Like Some Foods – Better When Shared”.
  
In keeping with other years, an anointing service 
was held on Sabbath afternoon, with Ginny Allen 
leading out. Those who have been ordained as lo-
cal church elders did the anointing, with at least one 
prayer partner assisting them.
 
“Thank you for a great, awe-inspiring weekend,” 
wrote one of the attendees. “Truly God was pres-
ent and my life has been changed.” 

Next year’s retreat will be held October 16-18 
with special guest speaker, Dr. Janice Browne. 
Then in 2012 the retreat's main speaker will be 
Elizabeth Viera Talbot.

Cheri Corder,
Assoc Director, Family, Singles, Men’s/Women’s Ministries

Rules seem to make life difficult and take away the fun. 
This is the attitude which we generally approach rules 
when doing ministry. This is the same attitude with which 
I approached God’s call in February 2009 when asked 
to do Risk Management for the Oregon Conference. As 
I started to reason with God, I asked Him to show me 
how I could do ministry in such a capacity. How can Risk 
Management/Church Safety become a ministry? It was 
my question for months! 

So the journey began, and the Lord started showing me 
ways that helped me understand why there is a “Risk 
Management/Church Safety Department” in His orga-
nization (church). He showed me that every rule and 
guideline gives us freedom to have a full and safe life, as 
well as enabling us to do ministry. If we look at the Isra-
elites in the dessert, God provided rules and guidelines 
for His people so they would live a full and healthy life, 
in a safe environment. It is the same today in our church. 
We are His chosen people and His rules and guidelines 
provide the means for us to stay protected as we live and 
work for Him.

Therefore, our department is committed to assisting our 
churches and schools as they bring to us their  needs and 
wants. In the devotional “Reflecting Christ” pg 229 - 
Ellen G. White states that “We are to care for every 
case of suffering, and to look upon ourselves as God’s 
agents to relieve the needy to the very uttermost of our 
ability. We are to be laborers together with God”. For 
that reason, in each call that we receive at the Oregon 
Conference Risk Management department, we look for 
ways to sympathize with them, pray for them, and watch 
for opportunities to assist and serve them.

I asked God to show me the “ministry” in Risk Man-
agement/Church Safety”. His answer has come through 
many experiences as we assist our churches and schools 
in preventing and solving the tough problems faced as we 
all try to keep ministry moving forward in these last days.

Angelina Wood, Director, Risk Managment

RULES & SAFETY 
IN GOD'S CHURCH

New this year was the invitation for teens to attend at a special low 
rate. About a dozen took advantage of the offer, enjoying the main 
retreat highlights plus a few special sessions of their own with speaker 
Cheri Gatton (far left) and coordinator Tawny Sportsman (center, back 
row). Pictured here is a belated celebration of a special 16th birthday. 

Women Retreat 
for the Weekend



READING 
THROUGH 
THE BIBLE

       uth met David while visiting her mother in the McMinnville nursing 
      home. She was feeding her mother lunch in the dining room while David 
was visiting with his wife who had just been admitted to the nursing home. Ruth's 
mother didn't talk and David's wife said very little, so Ruth and David talked to 
each other.  
 
Ruth soon realized that David seemed very lonely and sad about his current 
situation in life. He also seemed to have very few friends. After a few weeks of 
their visits at the nursing home, she invited him to her church and told him it was 
full of nice people who would be glad to be friends. She told him her church 
was unique; they worshipped on Saturday. He said that was "Okay" with him.  
 
Ruth went to her Sabbath School class and asked if there was a man who would 
be willing to specifically befriend David and connect with him at least once a 
week. Chuck said he’d be willing. He starting doing something with David every 
week, took him to lunch, invited him over, talked to him on the phone, etc. and 
of course, sat with him in church.
 
A bit later, the McMinnville church sponsored a "Depression Recovery" class 
which David attended. At the class, Meg and Gloria became his friends. The 
McMinnville church started a new church plant which was a smaller church 
group...more like a family. David began attending  the "Rivers Edge" group and 
everyone "loved" him. They invited him into their homes, to all the various church 
activities, on holidays, they called him, and stopped by to see him.
 
When Jim asked David if he would like to study the Bible, David said he would. 
David invited a lady who was a friend of his and two of his neighbors to the 
study.
 
On September 25, 2010, David and his friend were baptized. His two neigh-
bors have asked to be baptized, but would like to study a little more. They have 
just recently begun attending church.
 
David was "loved" into the church. Today he is happy in Jesus and happy in his 
church family.

BAPTISM 
           BY FRIENDSHIP

      ur executive committee met this past Thursday for our bi-
    monthly meeting. As in the past we spent time at the 
beginning of the meeting studying a chapter from the book 
of Acts and looking for applications from the early church 
to our Oregon Conference churches. This time we were re-
minded in Acts 9 that God can take even those “breathing 
out murderous threats” and change them into individuals who 
“preached fearlessly in the name of Jesus.” God has His 
“Pauls” today as well. 
 
The financial report brought out some of the miracles that are 
happening in our conference. Tithe has remained steady and 
has actually risen around 1.47% above last year. Our ex-
penses calculated in cost per day have dropped from around 
$113,000 to just under $103,000 per day. This has 
happened even though we are facing increased costs in medi-
cal insurance and other areas. The treasury department was 
able to present a preliminary budget projection to the com-
mittee which, though challenging, is still being fine-tuned. 
Once again, the vision, finances, and projections for the new 
year will be shared throughout our conference during the 
town-halls in January.
 
The committee authorized the youth department to set up a 
Big Lake Management committee. In the past this has been 
mainly handled by the director of the youth department in 
consultation with an advisory group, but, given the size of 
our camp which operates year round, this committee would 
be an asset in the planning and direction for Big Lake. This 
committee will be accountable to the Executive Committee 
of the conference.
 
There were a couple of personnel issues also addressed 
which included discussion of potential pastoral placements 
and changes to employment. One was an affirmation and 
application of a policy that allows for the temporary hiring of 
a person who has been involved in pastoral ministry within 
another denomination but has joined the Adventist church. 
In other features of this eCommunique you will find further 
information about this decision and actually get the chance 
to hear the story of the pastor. 
 
        Al Reimche, 
                   President
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EXECUTIVE 
COMMITTEE 

REPORT
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Charles Bivens, once a Seventh-day Adventist, drifted away 
from the Adventist message and ultimately, became the pastor 
of several non-denominational churches.

Listen to his Profession of Faith Interview/Story recorded the 
weekend of October 30th at Pleasant Valley Church. Just 
go to www.OregonConference.org and click on Podcasts in 
the Main Menu on the left-hand side of the page.

"There's No Sickness... 
...Like Homesickness"

Now God has brought him back to the Adventist faith.



Better Life, a 3ABN affiliate, is now available on free over-the-air 
KEVE digital channel 36-1. lf you already have the ability to receive 
digital UHF over-the-air signals, you will need to redo the Channel 
Scan function on your digital television or digital converter box to 
add Better Life channel 36-1 to your channel lineup. lf you are still 
receiving your broadcast through an analog receiving television, you 
will need an analog to digital converter box which can be obtained at 
most electronic stores like Radio Shack or Walmart. An antenna is all 
you need to pick up Better Lifes signal. For further information about 
Better Life or to order their free Monthly Magazine and program 
guide, visit Better Lifes website at www.betterlifetv.tv

HOW TO...

NOTE WORTHY...
Knowles Accepts MontAnA presidency
The Montana Conference executive committee, meeting Monday, October 18, in 
Bozeman, Mont., elected Merlin L. Knowles as conference president. Knowles, 
who currently serves as executive secretary for the Northern New England Confer-
ence, has accepted the invitation to join the Montana Conference. He will fill the 
administrative role left open when former president John Loor Jr. assumed the 
position of North Pacific Union Conference executive secretary earlier this month.

AlAsKA rAdio projects Move Full-speed AheAd
A full-power radio station serving Sitka, Alaska, was boasting a clear, power-
ful signal last month — one more step in an ambitious goal to cover the state’s 
populated areas with the Adventist message. Full-power stations are currently serv-
ing Dillingham and Tok, with development continuing for strong signals in other 
Alaskan areas including, Delta Junction, Homer, Juneau, Nome and Sitka. Lower 
power FM sites are currently serving Aleknagik, Chignik Lake, Ekwok, Gambell, 
Kenai, Peterson Point, Savoonga, Shungnak and Togiak. Additional LPFM sites are 
planned for Barrow, Bethel, Craig, Galina and Kodiak.

pAssing oF jAcK BlAcKer
Elder Jack Blacker, who served as president of Washington Conference before 
moving on to serve as the president of the Pacific Union, recently passed away. He 
was 96 years old. His funeral was held October 3 at the Montecito Cemetery 
in Loma Linda, Calif.

upper coluMBiA elects terry As FinAnce vp
The Upper Columbia Conference Executive Committee voted Tuesday, Sept. 28, 
to elect Randall Terry as the new UCC vice president of finance. Terry, who has 
served as Southern New England Conference treasurer since 2006, has accepted 
the call. He will assume his new responsibilities in November, succeeding Myron 
Iseminger, who accepted a position with the General Conference this summer. Terry 
has a solid background in financial administration and management. Along with his 
business degree from Washington Adventist University (formerly Columbia Union 
College), Terry is also a certified public accountant, a certified financial planner and 
trust officer. Terry and his wife, Tamara, have three grade-school-age boys: Joey, 
12; Jonathan, 10; and James, 7.

review And herAld seeKs to steM FinAnciAl loses
The Seventh-day Adventist Church's oldest publishing house has announced a 
major reorganization, including new management and cuts in staff and salaries to 
stem red ink averaging $250,000 per month. Executives at Review and Herald 
Publishing Association project a $2.4 million loss this year. The Hagerstown, 
Maryland-based organization has lost money for the past four years despite roughly 
$27 million in annual revenue. Mark Thomas, RHPA president, announced a 
"revitalization plan," which includes reducing the number of employees to about 
170, down from the current 206. Redundant departments will be combined and 
most fulltime design positions will be outsourced. Vist http://news.adventist.org/ 
for more.

Aj pAtzer pAsses
AJ Patzer, former Seventh-day Adventist conference president, church leader and 
pastor, died October 10 at Wheatland Village in Walla Walla, Wash. He was 
90. Read more about Patzer's career by visiting www.uccsda.org.

three die in southwest wAshington plAne crAsh
Paul Shenk, a surgeon with Pacific Cataract and Laser Institute (PCLI) based in 
Chehalis, Wash., was among three people on board a twin-engine plane that 
crashed Monday morning, near Randle, Wash. The PCLI-owned plane was head-
ed to Lewiston, Idaho, before it reported engine trouble and apparently attempted 
to turn back. Search and rescue teams, hampered by inclement weather, finally 
located wreckage in rugged terrain nearly 10 miles north of Randle. The Lewis 
County Sheriff reported no survivors. A Loma Linda University graduate, Shenk 
and his wife, Kaye, are members of the Woodland (Wash.) Adventist Church. 
PCLI is owned by Robert Ford, an Adventist physician, who provided significant 
support for the recent NPUC-sponsored publication and distribution of NKJV 
editions of The Desire of Ages and The Great Controversy.

Better liFe tv on Air in portlAnd
After months of prayer and planning, Oregon Conference officials and representa-
tives of Better Life Broadcasting Network, officially cut the ribbon on Wednesday, 
Oct. 20, to initiate television broadcasting to the greater Portland area. The 
broadcast is now available on UHF Channel 36 to those with terrestrial antennas, 
but not yet to exclusive cable viewers. Those present for the ribbon-cutting includ-
ed Al Reimche, Oregon Conference president; Jon Corder, conference treasurer; 
Delmer Wagner, Better Life founder and board chairman; and Ron Davis, Better 
Life general manager. This new outreach channel effectively extends the Better Life 
coverage to the northern portion of Oregon’s I-5 corridor. Additional fundraising 
is needed to enable the Portland station to add 3ABN, the Hope Channel and a 
Spanish-language channel. More information is available at the Better Life website 
at www.betterlifetv.tv. 

oregon MeMBers MAKe the news
Soy Curls, a product created by the Grand Ronde (Ore.) company Butler Foods, 
owned by Adventist members, Dan and Ellen Butler, was featured in the Or-
egonian on Tuesday, Oct. 5. The six-column story detailed how various food 
establishments have used Soy Curls in producing tasty vegan cuisine. You can read 
the full story from the Oregonian by visiting www.oregonlive.com and searching 
"soy curls".

new AdrA leAder
The Adventist Development and Relief Agency (ADRA) International Board of 
Directors appointed Dr. Rudi Maier as the agency’s new president and executive 
director (replacing Charles Sandefur) during the board’s regular autumn meeting. 

For additional news visit www.OregonConference.org/news_entries



Transitions
Kevin Miller (Carrie) will be rejoining us as the new pastor for the Cottage Grove/
Yoncalla district.

Hipolito Morales (Hermelinda) have moved from the Salem Spanish/Indepen-
dence-Monmouth Spanish Grp district to the Beaverton Spanish/Newberg/Kelso-
Longview Spanish Grp district.

Rhonda Whitney has transtitioned from the position of Oregon Conference Com-
munity Outreach Director to a new position at the Feather River Hospital in Para-
dise, Calif.

Terry Zull (Sharon) has transitioned from his pastorship in the Beaverton/First Asian 
Filipino Grp/Tualatin Company district to retirement.

MOUNTAIN'S MAJESTY

Do you have a photo to share? We'd love to help you do that! 
If you've taken a photo that you think showcases God's glory in some way, send it to us for possible inclusion in an upcoming issue of the eCommuniqué! 
Just email it to us at krissy.barber@oc.npuc.org. All photos are subject to approval before printing. High quality (200dpi or higher) files. Digital files only please.

By Ivalee Clark



Events
SECRETS OF HOPE SEMINAR

When: October 30 - November 6, 7:00-8:00 PM
Location: Pleasant Valley Church
"Secrets of Hope - A Week of Changed Lives" will 
be presented by Dan Serns. Pastor Serns will address 
questions such as: Can I escape a bad childhood? 
How can I find relief from stress? Will the world ever 
get better? How can I strengthen my family? Children 
are welcome. A children's program and childcare will 
be available. For more info, go to www.pvcsda.org or 
call 503-658-2248. PVC is located at 11125 SE 
172nd Ave. in Happy Valley.

OPEN OREGON CONFERENCE POSITION

When: Available Now
Location: Gladstone, Ore.
The Oregon Conference is seeking a half-time Assistant 
Director for Human Resources. The job description can 
be found at www.oregonconference.org/employment-
home. If you are interested in applying, please submit 
a resumé, cover letter, and application to the Oregon 
Conference Human Resources Department. Applica-
tions will be accepted until the position is filled.

EGW BOOKS AVAILABLE TO GOOD HOME

When: Available Now
Location: Scapoose/St. Helens Area 
Tamra Wertz has recently inherted a large E.G. White 
book collection that includes many duplicates. Some are 
new and still in wrappers, some are gently loved, either 
way, she is searching for people who might be blessed 
by these books. If you think you might be of help, 
please contact her by email at tntwertz@msn.com.

FOLLOW THE STAR LIVING NATIVITY

When: December 3-5 & 10-12, 2010
Location: Gladstone, Ore.
Follow the Star, the annual live nativity event will be at 
the Gladstone Conference Center grounds the first two 
weekends of December. This is the 9th annual produc-
tion of this event that draws more than four thousand 
visitors each year. More than 150 actors in costume 
staff seven outdoor scenes that make the search for the 
Christ Child come to life. Admission is free, but plan to 
come early in the evenings of the first weekend as gates 
close when the evening's capacity is reached. For more 
information visit www.followthestar.us.

OREGON FALL PRAYER RETREAT

When: November 5-7, 2010 
Location: Grove Christian Camp
Pastor Kevin Wilfley from the Spokane Linwood Ad-
ventist Church will speak on, "Come Holy Spirit, We 
Need You." The event will be held at Grove Christian 
Camp by Dorena Lake in the southern Willamette Val-
ley. Register at www.PlusLine.org. For more info visit 
www.OregonConference.org/announcements.

3ABN CHEF MARK ANTHONY LIVE!

When: November 13 & 14, 2010
Location: Salem Central Church
Don't Miss This! 3ABN Chef Mark Anthony will be 
giving his powerful testimony during the worship service 
on November 13, 2010. Fellowship dinner will be 
served following the service. On Sunday, November 
14 at 2:00 pm, Chef Mark will present a FREE vegan 
cooking show and dinner in the church fellowship hall. 

Donations are greatly appreciated for expenses. Space 
is limited, so arrive early. For more info call 503-364-
4626 or email central7da@msn.com. The Salem Cen-
tral Seventh-day Adventist Church is located at 1330 
Summer St. NE, Salem, Ore.

2010 OREGON MEN'S CONFERENCE

When: November 19-20, 2010
Location: Holden Convention Center
Speakers include: George Gainer, Senior Pastor of the 
Pleasant Valley Adventist Church, and Gary Parks, Se-
nior Pastor of the East Salem Adventist Church. Regis-
ter through www.PlusLine.org or 800-732-7587 by 
November 16 – Sorry, no on-site registration. Octo-
ber 30 - November 16 registration will be $55. Fee 
includes Friday supper & Sabbath breakfast, lunch & 
supper. RV spots are available on the grounds. For more 
information visit www.OregonConference.org or call 
the Oregon Conference office at 503-850-3500. 
Sponsored by the Member Ministries Department.

WEB-BASED MINISTRY WEBINAR

When: November 9, 8:00 PM EST.
Location: A Computer Near You
Join AdventSource for a free webinar with Ed Reid, 
Willie Oliver, and Carla Baker on November 9 at 
8:00 p.m. EST, 5:00 p.m. PST. Learn how you can 
reach your church and community using stewardship, 
family ministries, and women's ministries resources. Visit 
www.AdventSource.org and click on Webinar Sched-
ule on the left for more information.

Please note: 
All links are clickable here and elsewhere in the eCommuniqué.

SUNSET CALENDAR
Nov 6             Nov 13             Nov 20             Nov 27  Dec 4  Dec 11 

Bend
Eugene
Hood River
Longview
Medford
Newport
Portland

5:50 PM
5:57 PM
5:48 PM
5:52 PM
6:00 PM
6:00 PM
5:52 PM

4:42 PM
4:49 PM
4:39 PM
4:43 PM
4:53 PM
4:51 PM
4:44 PM

4:35 PM
4:43 PM
4:32 PM
4:36 PM
4:47 PM
4:44 PM
4:37 PM

4:30 PM
4:38 PM
4:27 PM
4:31 PM
4:42 PM
4:39 PM
4:31 PM

4:27 PM
4:35 PM
4:24 PM
4:27 PM
4:40 PM
4:36 PM
4:28 PM

4:27 PM
4:34 PM
4:23 PM
4:26 PM
4:39 PM
4:36 PM
4:27 PM

For More AnnounceMent & event inForMAtion pleAse visit www.oregonconFerence.org/AnnounceMents this pAge is updAted weeKly.
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