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          ig Lake changed my life. No, really 
… my life has never been the same.” Those 
words were spoken to me by a former Big Lake 
camper that I met on the streets of Portland. 
It made my day to hear those words and to 
learn that because of the decision he made to 
follow Jesus at Big Lake, he is now working as 
a youth worker with Young Life. It is why Big 
Lake exists; to build kids up as healthy people 
and followers of Christ.

There is no telling what will make the difference. 
Perhaps a friendship or a special staff member 
will be the trigger. Sometimes it is a worship talk 
or a campfire program that brings the moment of 
decision. It is different for every young person, 
but our goal at Big Lake is to provide the envi-
ronment and opportunity for campers to make 
life-changing decisions. Each summer hundreds 

of campers go home with a knowledge that Je-
sus wants to be their friend and savior. Please 
consider encouraging a child in your world to 
attend camp – it could change their life.

Big Lake is an Adventist Christian activity camp 
where boys and girls between the ages of 7 
and 17 can enjoy recreation and learning in an 
accepting, Christian environment. While away 
from the distractions of daily life and media, 
campers are given the opportunity to conquer 
new challenges, build confidence, and learn 
character building lessons. We never “do” the 
changing, but we do our best to create a place 
where God can be seen and found by those 
who are looking.  

Over 80 committed Christian young people 
will be trained and ready to greet your children 
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HOW DOES GOD DO THAT?

God has a thousand ways to 
get His word to those who 
are looking for it, of which we 
know nothing!
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FAMILY MINISTRIES NEWS

Men's, women's, and single's 
ministries are busy here in the 
Oregon Conference. Check out 
what they've been up to.

Family
Ministries
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MONTHLY NUMBERS

Keep up with the monthly tithe 
and Oregon Education Fund 
numbers and compare them with 
this years goals.
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NOTE WORTHY NEWS

Bits of news from around the 
conference and around the 
world that we thought you 
might find interesting.
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A new way to keep up 
with what's going on in 
the Oregon Conference 
–without wasting paper.
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BIG LAKE YOUTH CAMP
A Life Changing Experience
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HOW DOES GOD DO THAT?
By Matt Ballard

and friends as they arrive for a week of ad-
venture and learning. Activities range from 
water-front to horsemanship, videography 
to art, and gymnastics to survival skills. 
There is something for everyone and lots 
of fun besides. 

To register for camp, visit our website at 
www.biglake.org. Many attractions are 
already full so don’t delay. And as an in-
centive, if you register and pay in full by 
May 31st, you can receive an early bird 
discount of $25. If you are an Adventist 
church member in the Oregon Confer-
ence you can receive a discount of $100. 
Please contact the Portland Big Lake office 
for any questions at 503.850.3585 or 
email at jillany@biglake.org. 
 
– Monte Torkelsen, Youth Ministries Director

“For My thoughts are not your 
thoughts, Nor are your ways My 
ways,” says the LORD.“For as the 
heavens are higher than the earth, So 
are My ways higher than your ways, 
And My thoughts than your thoughts.

–Isaiah 55:8-9, NKJV

Last December the Ministerial Department re-
ceived a bible study request card. Now that 
isn’t particularly newsworthy, they receive inter-
est cards regularly. This one however, was a bit 
odd. The address on the card was to a build-
ing that the Oregon Conference had sold and 
moved out of thirty 
years ago! The Lu-
therans, who pur-
chased the building, 
received the card 
and forwarded it to 
our current Oregon 
Conference address 
in Gladstone.
 
The card had the 
name and number 
of an individual in a 
correctional facility 
in Tennessee. Lee 
Haynes, who was 
distributing the interest cards to their appropri-
ate destinations, sent it on to the pastor for that 
area. The card then found its way to the hands 
of retired pastor Lewis Norwood, who has been 
active in prison ministries for many years.

When Pastor Norwood went to visit the indi-
vidual on the card, he discovered that the name 
and number didn’t match. In fact, the name on 

the card wasn’t anyone in the system! He decid-
ed to call the inmate, who did match the num-
ber, out for a visit. As they exchanged greetings, 
Pastor Norwood explained why he was there. 
His new friend, we’ll call him Sam, knew noth-
ing about the card, could not explain why his 
number and someone else’s name were on it, 
nor did he have any idea who could have sent it! 

Pastor Norwood had made his visit intending to 
set up a one-on-one bible study, something Sam 
just happened to be willing to do. However, 
during their conversation he discovered that Sam 
was residing in a section of the facility which the 
pastor had never been in before. Pastor Nor-
wood asked Sam if he would be interested in a 

group study if there 
were other inmates 
that were interested. 
Sam said that he was 
and indicated that 
others in his area 
would be too. Plans 
are currently being 
put in place to have 
a group seminar in 
Sam’s area.

Who sent the card? 
Who was it intend-
ed for? Only God 

knows. Please pray for Pastor Norwood, Sam 
and all of the other “Sams” that he is in contact 
with. One day we will know all of their stories!

“For now we see in a mirror, dimly, but then face 
to face. Now I know in part, but then I shall 
know just as I also am known.” 

–1 Corinthians 13:12, NKJV

Sam...knew nothing 
about the card, could not 
explain why his number 

and someone else’s name 
were on it, nor did he 

have any idea who could 
have sent it! 



SingleS’ Convention

“Surviving divorce and thriving as a single” was the theme of the presentations given 
by Tracy and Angelina Wood at the Oregon Conference’s annual event for single 
adults, held this year at the Holden Center in Gladstone. The Woods’ willingness to 
share their own compelling testimonies of pain and struggle made their declarations of 
God’s strength and faithfulness even more powerful.  

On Sabbath afternoon, four breakout sessions also gave attendees the opportunity 
to grow and to network with others who have had similar life experiences: “Forgiving 
the Unforgivable” with Tami Milligan; “Accessing the Power of Prayer” with Paul 
and Corleen Johnson; “Ministering through DivorceCare” with Jim Sholz & Linda 
Waagen; and “Who Were You Born to Be?” with Cheri Corder. 

A beautiful evening banquet with an inspiring concert by the Nesteruk Vocal Quartet 
wrapped up the event.
 
Mini-MiSSion trip – FlorenCe, ore.
Yes, a “mission trip” to one of our own local communities is planned for April 30 - 
May 2! Around fifty members from across the conference will be coming alongside 
the Florence church by spending the entire weekend doing some creative outreach. 

The weekend will go like this:
Friday – Service & outreach projects
Friday afternoon – Large health fair at the Florence Events Center
Friday evening – Vespers & reports from the day
Sabbath morning – Special Sabbath services with Cheri Corder & Ginny Allen
Sabbath afternoon – More outreach projects
Saturday evening –  Community Gospel Concert with Vonda Beerman
Sunday morning – Better Living Center projects 

This mini-mission trip is being made possible through a generous offering that was 
taken at the Oregon Christian Women’s Retreat in October, 2009. More money is 
available for a second church to do something similar. 

Wanted!
We're looking for additional committee members, preferably in their thirties, for 
the following teams...Women’s Ministries Team, Men’s Ministries Team, and the 
Singles’ Ministries Team. 

If you know of someone who would be a great addition to one of those teams, and 
who could attend monthly evening meetings at the conference office, please contact 
Cheri Corder at 503.850.3558. 

Your ChurCh in FaMilY MiniStrieS

We are working hard to help your church support its members through the family 
ministries. Here are just a few ways we can help...

• Meeting (any time) with your local church leaders to introduce fresh ideas and 
some of the latest in resources including dynamic Christian curriculums available on 
DVD. We’ll then continue as your on-call coach. 

• Including training components in our conference-wide events such as Women’s 
Retreat and Singles’ Convention. Send us your people!

• Strengthening our work with our lay leadership networks. Through your nomi-
nating committees, give us leaders in your church for: Family Ministries, Women’s 
Ministries, and Singles’ Ministries.

If any of these items are things you think your church could benefit from contact 
Cheri Corder at 503.850.3558.

FAMILY MINISTRIES NEWS
MINISTRIES TO FAMILIES, SINGLES, & WOMEN

nW adventiSt hoSpitalS reCeive reCognition
Adventist Medical Center in Portland, Ore., recently achieved the American Heart 
Association/American Stroke Association’s Get With The Guidelines® Stroke 
Gold Plus Performance Achievement Award. To receive the award, AMC main-
tained 85 percent compliance to core standard levels as outlined by the AHA/
ASA for 24 consecutive months.
 
Walla Walla General Hospital in Walla Walla, Wash., received a Safety Super Star 
Award from the Walla Walla County Traffic Safety Taskforce. The award honors or-
ganizations demonstrating more than five years of dedicated efforts to promote traffic 
safety and DUI awareness in the area. The hospital participates in numerous safety 
awareness efforts, including health fairs and targeted helmet safety events. 

NOTE WORTHY...

the adventiStS doCuMentarY petition
You can now sign a petition to encourage your local PBS station to show the new 
documentary, The Adventists. Just visit www.theadventiststhefilm.com/petition.html 
to sign the petition. 

tv Station update
The FCC approved the sale transfer of the Portland television station and Better Life 
Broadcasting should have the broadcast license by May 10, 2010. Their hope and 
goal is to be on the air with Better Life Broadcasting Network’s programming by the 
end of June, 2010.

WoMen'S ordination not on thiS Year'S gC SeSSion agenda
The issue of women's ordination will not be added to the agenda for the 59th 
General Conference Session of the Seventh-day Adventist Church, Jan Paulsen, 
World Church president, said last week. Paulsen said that a canvass of the church's 
13 World-Church divisions revealed only three willing to accept a change in the cur-
rent policy of not ordaining women to pastoral ministry, and eight divisions reported 
the move would negatively impact membership. Two other divisions apparently did 
not respond.

oregon governor repealS religiouS garb prohibition
On April 1, Oregon Governor Ted Kulongoski made history by signing a landmark 
bill that allows public school teachers within the state to wear religious clothing 
required by their religious faith in their classrooms. The bill addresses a long-standing 
matter of discrimination as a result of reactionary forces in the early in the 20th Cen-
tury. Most prominent among the groups at that time was the infamous Ku Klux Klan. 
The original law was intended to prevent Roman Catholics from teaching in Oregon's 
public schools—hence the requirement that no teacher could wear religious dress in 
the classroom. The new law will go into effect after the 2010-2011 school year.

For additional news visit www.OregonConference.org/news_entries



          atch each month as we work towards our tithe budget for the 
year and toward this year's goal for the Oregon Youth Education Fund! 
W

           

On Thursday April 22 our executive committee for the Oregon Conference met 
at the office and after spending close to an hour in study and prayer addressed the 
following issues:

• The financial report was shared with the committee which included a report on 
tithe as well as general fund giving for the past three months. God has been blessing 
The tithe has continued to stay at or even exceed 2009 figures. There has been 
some exceptional gifts that have come in but even the day to day tithe has shown 
an increase. (see graphs at right) 

• Medford Maranatha Spanish Church will soon be worshiping in a church facil-
ity of their own. What was once priced at $750,000 has become affordable 
at $505,000. The members have been energetically raising funds and obtaining 
pledges and are very close to a manageable financial plan. This opportunity comes 
just in time since they have been notified that as of June 1 they will no longer be 
able to rent the place they have been meeting in. God’s timing is perfect! They will 
be able to move into a church they can call their own without seeking another tem-
porary location. The executive committee voted to request a loan from the NPUC 
revolving fund to help make this miracle a reality.

• We realized that there is a lot of confusion about the conference YEF and YES 
funds and so the “Tithe and Offering” envelope will soon have three changes. 

 • The first change is combining and renaming the Youth Education Fund (YEF) 
and Youth Education Scholarship (YES) offering. Its new name will be the Youth 
Education Subsidy (YES). Our hope is that it will make this important Oregon 
Conference offering easier to explain. The allocation of funds received will remain 
the same with 80% funding senior academy operating, 10% helping with senior 
academy student scholarships, and 10% going to help worthy campers at Big Lake 
Youth Camp.

 • The second change will be the addition of a new offering called “Oregon 
Conference Support”. This is the implementation of a suggestion from the town hall 
meetings held in January. Funds received from this offering would go to help the 
Oregon Conference with the financial challenges they are facing.

 • And the third Change will be moving the “OC Humanitarian Services” offer-
ing to the Local Church Funds section of the envelope. Instead of the local church 
sending the offerings received to the conference and the conference sending them 
back, the local church would keep them and use them for humanitarian purposes in 
their local community.

• Three of our interns have demonstrated a divine call to ministry and the executive 
committee voted to recommend to the North Pacific Union Conference that they 
be ordained to the gospel ministry. They are Gene Heinrich, Randy Hill and Ed 
Nelson. It was exciting to recognize their spiritual growth and see the affirmation 
they each received from their local elders and churches. The dates for these ordina-
tions will be decided once NPUC has approved our recommendation.

• Finally, two church groups have been approved for organization as companies. 
River’s Edge Seventh-day Adventist company in McMinnville Oregon has been 
active for a number of months and has demonstrated a mission for drawing people to 
Jesus and in turn into fellowship and membership. ReMix Seventh-day Adventist 
is a company that has formed out of the Milwaukie Spanish Church. The vision this 
group has taken on is to develop a multicultural church reaching out to all groups 
including those English language–Spanish culture youth and young adults in the 
Milwaukie area. The dates have not been set for either organizational Sabbaths but 
our conference administrators will be arranging these dates with each group. Pray for 
these new light-houses.

HIGHLIGHTS...
FROM APRIL'S CONFERENCE EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE

The Oregon Conference Communication Department is 
planning a communication forum.

Come connect with people who share the same interests!
Learn about new communication methods. 

Give us input on how we can help you communicate better! 

Who: Anyone involved, or interested in becoming involved, in a 
communication ministry in their church, school, or local community. 

(web, social media, video, writing, radio, etc.)

When: Tuesday, May 25, 2010 @ 6:00 p.m. 

Where: Oregon Conference Office, Gladstone, Ore.

A light supper will be provided. 
More details to come.

If you're interested in attending this event sign up now at: 
www.OregonConference.org 

Click on Departments>Communication>Communcation Forum

COMMUNICATORS WELCOME!



Transitions
Steve Lemke was ordained in a service 
at East Salem Church on Sabbath, April 
24th.

The Canby Church has been added to 
the Ohana Christian Fellowship District. 
Doug Franzke will pastor Canby in ad-
dition to Ohana.

SonRise Outreach Company has been 
added to the Medford District. Randy 
Hill & Dan McCulloch will now pastor 
Sonrise in addition to Medford.

The Estacada Church has been added 
to the Hood View District. Allan 
Neilsen & Jim McMurry will now pas-
tor Estacada in addition to Hood View.

Do you have a photo to share? We'd love to help you do that! 
If you've taken a photo that you think showcases God's glory in some way, send it to us for possible inclusion in an upcoming issue of the eCommuniqué! 
Just email it to us at krissy.barber@oc.npuc.org. All photos are subject to approval before printing. High quality (200dpi or higher) files. Digital files only please.

SUNFLOWER POWER 
By Phil Kahler



Events
NEW ORLEANS MISSION TRIP

When: October 10-24, 2010
Location: New Orleans Louisiana
This is a great opportunity to help displaced Katrina 
survivors return to their homes. Skilled and unskilled 
volunteers are needed to do carpentry, painting, 
plumbing, cooking, cleaning, electrical, etc. Volunteers 
pay $800 to cover training, insurance and transporta-
tion costs (minus baggage fees) from Portland, OR 
(price is the same for one or two weeks); for a limited 
time there is no charge for meals and hotel. Call Sam 
Pellecer, Oregon Conference Disaster Response Coor-
dinator at (503) 539-6038 or email sampellecer@
verizon.net or rhondapacs@hotmail.com for more in-
formation or to register no later than July 16, 2010. 
Space is limited.

BETTER LIFE CAMP MEETING 
When: Friday & Sabbath, June 11-12, 2010
Location: Milo Academy, Days Creek, Ore.
Herb Larsen, Jr. will be this year’s featured speaker. 
From billionaires and Hollywood celebrities to street 
derelicts, Herb Larsen, Jr. has made it his passion to 
lead the lost to Jesus. You will not want to miss hear-
ing the dynamic testimony of a businessman who has 
changed his primary motive for being in business from 
that of serving-self to serving his friend Jesus. Meet-
ings will be Friday 7 pm to Saturday 10 pm. Rooms, 
meals and RV spaces are available for a nominal fee. 
For reservations or information, please call 877-741-
2588. To see Herb Larsen, Jr. online, go to www.
betterlifetv.tv and click the tab on the homepage under 
Better Life Camp Meeting. 

PORTLAND VEGFEST 2010

When: September 18 & 19
Location: Oregon Convention Center
*Now Expanded to TWO DAYS!* VegFest cel-
ebrates and promotes sustainable, compassionate and 
healthy food choices and lifestyles. This low-cost, fun 
and food-filled event welcomes everyone! VegFest 
features include: food samples, speakers & classes, 
cooking demonstrations, live music, experts table, fam-

ily activities, restaurants, and non-profit organizations! 
Visit the Portland VegFest 2010 website for more 
information at www.nwveg.org/vegfest.php.

JAIME JORGE IN CONCERT

When: Sabbath, May 22, 11:00 AM
Location: Hood View Church, Boring, Ore.
The Hood View Church invites community members to 
attend a free Christian concert, featuring Jaime Jorge, 
a world-class violinist, on May 22 at 11:00 a.m. The 
concert will feature music ranging from favorite hymns 
to contemporary praise songs. Jaime has played inter-
nationally in a multitude of settings from high school 
auditoriums to Carnegie Hall. He has also released 
seven albums, five of which have won the prestigious 
Angel Award for "Instrumental Religious Album of the 
Year." The concert is free and is designed for people of 
all ages and denominations. For more information call 
503-663-5611.

VOLUNTEERS WANTED

When: Now
Location: Adventist Medical Center 
Adventist Medical Center is looking for volunteers 
for an important mission. Spiritually minded, mature, 
reliable, friendly people are needed for a unique 
ministry to patients and their families. Please call 
Chaplain Don Marsh at 503-251-6105.

29TH ANNUAL STRAWBERRY VESPERS

When: Sabbath, June 19, 6:00 PM 
Location: Sunnyside Church
Bring your friends and enjoy great music from some of 
Portland's finest musicians. Plenty of strawberries and 
fellowship!

FINANCIAL PEACE UNIVERSITY

When: May 25-Aug.10, 2010, 6:30-8:30 PM
Location: Sunnyside Church
FPU "Summer School" will be in session at Sunny-
side Church! Preview: May 1st at 12:45 pm (dur-
ing potluck) in the youth room, join us for a meal 

and Q&A about FPU. Classes start Tuesdays May 
25 - Aug 10, 2010  6:30-8:30 pm. Sunnyside 
Seventh Day Adventist Church 10505 SE Market 
St, Portland Or 97216 Coordinator: Becky Gen-
try  503.804.1863 Email: sunnysidefpu@yahoo.
com  Register: sunnyside-sda.org. Order FPU kit from 
Sunnyside office - $99.00  503.252.8080

CERTIFIED SENIOR ADVISOR TRAINING

When: Tuesday - Friday, June 8-11 
Location: Holden Con. Center, Gladstone, OR
Back by popular demand...The increasing average age 
of our communities and church members is starting to 
impact our churches and will become even more im-
portant in future years. It is crucial that we support our 
seniors and caregivers socially, spiritually and ethically. 
Oregon Conference Eldercare Ministries is proud to 
host, once again, a Certified Senior Advisor training 
at the Holden Convention Center, in Gladstone, Or-
egon, June 8-11, 2010. Class size is limited. Please 
call Bill Bileck, Society for Certified Senior Advisors, 
at (888) 843-9235 and mention "Oregon Con-
ference" for special pricing. ***A $250 rebate may 
be available. This rebate is available for churches that 
identify an Elder Care Ministries coordinator for their 
congregation in the Oregon Conference.***

FREE WEBINAR

When: Tuesday, May 11, 8:00 PM EST
Location: Your Computer
Reach Your Friends Who Leave Church - 10 Tools for 
Reconnecting. More than a million Adventists are inac-
tive in their church attendance across North America. 
That's a huge number! As an active member you may 
be unsure why they left and even more unsure how 
to bridge the gap that lies between you. Join Ad-
ventSource for a free webinar with Paul Richardson. 
Learn how you can reach people who are no longer 
attending church. Participate in this live webinar with-
out ever having to leave your office or home! Webinar 
participants will need a computer with Internet access. 
This webinar will conclude with a LIVE question and 
answer session.

For More announCeMent & event inForMation pleaSe viSit WWW.oregonConFerenCe.org/announCeMentS – thiS page iS updated WeeklY.



Events
NAD ADVENTIST SINGLE 
ADULT MINISTRIES DAY

When: May 15, 2010
Location: Everywhere
Celebrate our NAD Adventist Single Adult Minis-
tries (ASAM) Day on Sabbath, May 15th. The pur-
pose of Adventist Single Adult Ministries (ASAM) 
Sabbath is to focus on inclusiveness- to help everyone 
feel accepted, wanted, included, heard and involved. 
Adventist Single Adult Ministries (ASAM) Sabbath 
is an opportunity to listen to the desires and dreams 
of all members and explore together how your church 
can facilitate their realization. Theme: Whole In Jesus! 
Download materials to celebrate this important day on 
our website: www.adventistsingleadultministries.org

MARRIAGE CONVERSION WEEKEND

When: Friday & Sabbath, May 14 & 15 
To: Riverside SDA Church
What if you could get a conversion kit for your marriage 
that would transform it into a relationship stronger than 
you had imagined possible? Richie and Timi Brower 
share how their own marriage was nearly destroyed and 
then converted into something better than they had 
ever dreamed of. The same powerful principles that are 
transforming their marriage can revolutionize your own. 
Call 360.835.3114 for more information and to re-
serve your free tickets. Seating is limited. The seminar 
is free. Childcare will be provided. Meetings begin 
Friday at 7:00 pm. And again at 10:45 am on Sab-
bath morning. There will be a haystack potluck at noon 
on Sabbath. The last meeting will end on Sabbath at 
5:30 with a light supper following.

NEW iPHONE APPLICATION AVAILABLE

When: Now
Location: iTunes
A new iPhone app from Trinity Broadcasting 
Network brings Adventist-produced programs like 
Lifestyle Magazine, The Evidence, Breath of Life and 
It Is Written to mobile devices. In iTunes, search for 
the free TBN app.

THE KINGS HERALDS IN CONCERT

When: Sabbath, June 5, 11:00 AM
Location: Tabernacle Church
The King's Heralds - Celebrating 80 years of ministry 
- will be at Tabernacle SDA Church for the morning 
Worship Service. All are invited to bring friends and 
family to this musical ministry for the entire family.

SUNSET CALENDAR
May 1              May 8             May 15             May 22             May 29  June 5

Bend
Eugene
Hood River
Longview
Medford
Newport
Portland

8:07 PM
8:15 PM
8:12 PM
8:19 PM
8:10 PM
8:20 PM
8:17 PM

8:16 PM
8:23 PM
8:21 PM
8:28 PM
8:17 PM
8:28 PM
8:25 PM

8:24 PM
8:31 PM
8:29 PM
8:37 PM
8:25 PM
8:36 PM
8:34 PM

8:31 PM
8:39 PM
8:37 PM
8:45 PM
8:32 PM
8:44 PM
8:42 PM

8:38 PM
8:45 PM
8:45 PM
8:53 PM
8:38 PM
8:51 PM
8:49 PM

8:44 PM
8:51 PM
8:51 PM
8:59 PM
8:44 PM
8:57 PM
8:55 PM
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Time for a Tune-up ?

C o n t a c t  Us  A t :  5 0 3 - 8 5 0 - 3 5 6 3  •  1 9 8 0 0  O a t f i e l d  R d  •  G l a d s t o n e ,  O R  9 7 0 2 7
Ralph Neidigh 

Director 

Taking time to review your estate plan should be considered when any of these life events takes place...

The Oregon Conference Planned Giving & Trust Services Department 
is here to assist you in estate plan tune-up issues like these.  

Estate planning is not a once-in-a-lifetime need.  

•  Marriage, divorce, or debilitating disease or death of a spouse
•  Move to a new state
•  Granting of a loan to a family member or friend
•  Birth or adoption of a child
•  When children are no longer minors

•  Significant increase or decrease in assets
•  Acquiring real estate
•  Success in a new business
•  Change in ownership or beneficiary of life   
    insurance, IRA’s, retirement plans, etc.


