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LOOKING THROUGH THE REARVIEW MIRROR

Many times we don't realize
how we have been blessed,
until we take a moment to
look back.
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SALVATION FROM A PROSTITUTE

What would you be willing to
do to have a relationship with
someone?
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ADVENTSOURCE CELEBRATING

AdventSource just moved into
their new location. Learn why
they are excited about the move
and what it will mean for you.
PAGE 3

NOTE WORTHY NEWS

Bits of news from around the
Conference and around the
world that we thought you
might find interesting.
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A HEARTY BREAKFAST, THe word of GOD

I

t was a rainy February afternoon in Oregon
and I longed for springtime and baseball season
to begin. My students know I love baseball and
how that love is intensified whenever my son or
former PAES student and current Oregon State
Beavers pitcher, Beau Day are playing. Maybe
checking the Oregon State Baseball schedule for
Beau’s next home game would help ease my blues.
Watching Beau and the Beavers play would be
good therapy. As I searched the website, my attention was grabbed by the featured video “Inside
Corner with Matt Boyd, A Day in the Life of a
Player.” Only a few minutes into the video I was
grabbed again when this Beaver player said, “I begin each day with a hearty breakfast and the Word
of God." The video showed Matt to be a man of
faith who put family first and ball playing second.
What a role model, I thought, for young men like
my seventeen-year-old son, not only on the field
but off as well.
Not long after seeing the video, God put it on my
heart to pray for Matt. One morning during my
devotional time, I was reading from Tony Dungy's

...and Baseball!
By Nancy Stinson
book Uncommon Life. The book’s focus is to use
your platform, however big or small, to glorify
God. I felt I needed to let Matt know that what
he was doing off the field was making an impact for
God and I wanted him to have a copy of the book.
A few days later during morning worship with my
first grade class, I shared about Beaver baseball and
Matt. I told the children that while I didn't know
Matt Boyd personally, I was certain that he loved
Jesus as much as we did and that we should pray
that Matt would continue to share his love of God.
So we prayed … for Matt …for Beau … for the
team. The next day during our prayer request/praise
time, a student asked us to pray again that Matt
would continue to let his love for Jesus shine. Thus
began a weekly Monday morning “Beaver Baseball
Briefing" by Mrs. Stinson. I'd share how they had
played over the weekend and we'd lift them up
in prayer for continued witnessing, good health,
and success in school. In our class we give “Heartprints” to others to thank them for blessing us, or
as a way to encourage and support. “Therefore encourage one another and build each other up, just
as in fact you are doing,” 1 Thessalonians 5:11.
c o n t i n u e d o n pa g e
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One afternoon the students wrote letters to
Matt – Heart-prints, if you will. The expressions of love for Jesus and others, the questions they asked of Matt, and the pictures they
drew were priceless. One drawing was of Matt
pitching surrounded by angels with the caption,
"God's Angel Army is always by your side."
We packed up the letters and the devotional
book and talked about the purpose of a Heartprint—to "give of the heart" and not expect to
receive anything in return.
Imagine our surprise the day when we heard
back from Matt! Our silent screams turned to
joyful noisy ones! Matt had sent each child a
signed NCAA PAC-12 autographed baseball
with his favorite Bible scripture, Psalm 18:2.
He also wrote a letter sharing what joy our
pictures and letters meant to him. He said he
placed them in his locker as a reminder that he
plays for reasons that are bigger than baseball.
He went on to address each child by name and
answer a question they asked of him. What a
remarkable young man of faith and character!
Furthermore, he addressed my son in the letter
as well. He knows he is a pitcher and suggested
he read the book, Seven Days in Utopia by
David Cook. Matt has two scriptures written
on his baseball glove—Psalm 18:2 and Philippians 4:13. In addition, he has "SFT” on
the glove, which stands for "See God's face,
Feel God's presence and Trust God's love.”
This brings him peace when he faces doubt and
trouble while pitching on the mound. So far,
Matt has had an outstanding year and looks
to be drafted in June. The book and message
made a huge impact on my son and I've shared
the book with many others.
Long story short, we had to meet Matt Boyd!
The OSU Beaver team came to Portland for an
afternoon game so we loaded up the bus and
headed to meet Matt and Beau. It was an impactful and treasured few minutes. The children
asked lots of questions, and both young men
were so kind and made the kids feel special.
We ended our visit holding hands and praying
to our Heavenly Father who brought us together and made us friends. We hope to have Matt
visit our school in the fall and share his love of
God during School Family Worship time.

E

By Al Reimche

ach month I have the privilege of
thinking back on the events of the previous month and have come to realize
that without a rearview mirror, it is extremely easy to forget God’s blessings
and keep charging into the next week or
month. Here are some of the blessings
and miracles I experienced this month.
I had the privilege of attending some of the meetings
of the NW Adventist-laymen’s Services and Industries
(ASI) at the beginning of the month and was blessed
by the number of Adventist individuals representing
businesses and organizations from around the Northwest. It was exciting to be around people who have an
understanding and passion to be “members in ministry.”
Seaside weather was at its sunniest best and I am aware of a few
who, along with feeling a burning in their souls, experienced a
burning of their skin.

pounds. At the beginning of the year this seemed
like an insurmountable outcome, but God blessed
both with experienced welders willing to take on the
task, and supportive engineers willing to address our
needs. Though we still see the need to begin plans for
providing a second access to the campus, we are not
as pressed as before to accomplish that immediately.
I was also blessed to experience the Pathfinder Fair again
this year. Over 900 pathfinders and staff took part in
the day-long fair held in Albany, Ore. Over 100 9th
through 12th grade students were part of this group,
indicating their continued involvement with Pathfindering in our Conference. Another blessing was seeing
30+ youth step forward indicating that they had
been baptized into God’s family this past year. I praise
God for each of these students and the work done
by churches, families, schools, and Pathfinder leaders
in leading these youth to Jesus. As at previous Pathfinder
fairs, the booths describing
the skills and honors were very
well done. It was interesting
to have the students share at
each of these displays what
they had learned. And then
there was the live-streaming
video work, coordinated by
our Communicaton Department, but directed, filmed,
and reported by our youth and young adults, was an
additional blessing. It is evident that our youth are not
some coming phenomenon
years from now, but are
willing, trained, inspired
and active now. They are
the church of today.

... the bridge is
again capable of
carrying up to
94,000 pounds!

Also at the beginning of May,
I met with the Milo Academy
board to address agenda items
and hear reports of progress.
One of the discussions included
addressing some great opportunities to provide a healthy work-study program for our
school. Our school has been blessed this past year with
around 94 students. Given the fact that the previous
year had seen a record number of students graduate,
this student count was a positive indication that Milo
still is a valued and viable academy in our Conference.
One report shared at the meeting with Milo was the
completion and inspection of the bridge accessing the
Academy campus. As you may have been aware,
last year we received an engineer’s study indicating
that the bridge was only capable of handling cars and
small pick-up trucks under five tons. This sent a shock
through the campus because all the food supply,
heating fuel, and student buses can only access the
campus over the bridge. After some rewelding, rebuilding, and reassessing, we are happy to report that
the bridge is again capable of carrying up to 94,000

These are just three of
many events from this
past month, but without that backward
glance, that look in the
rearview mirror, those
blessings would easily be forgotten.

Salvation from a
prostitute
Her voice cracked through the New England accent, "I would
give my right arm if my daughter would talk to me again." I
lowered my head to keep the emotions from showing. There
was an uncomfortable pause, then her voice quavered aloud
again, "No, I would give both my arms." There was not a dry
eye in that AA meeting.
Her story was that of a young mother, just 16 years old. She had been a waitress, prostitute, hotel hostess, and most recently a janitor. She had put her only
daughter through college. Her daughter now works as a journalist for the New
York Times. She even told us her daughter's name, which shocked me. I looked
her up and she really is a journalist for the Times.
I listened to how she had been on a bender of alcohol and heroin. It was in
December of 2012 that she had an interaction with her daughter that she
couldn't even remember. It was after this incident that her daughter refused to
communicate with her.
I looked at this woman, who appeared to be close to my age. I too was a
young parent. I thought of my life struggle and fight for my kids. I remembered
how I decided to fight for my son through what I knew. At first it was running
and working with the homeless. My PTSD got in the way; carrying my son into
an emergency room after an overdose, while he begged me to let him die; his
drowning of our family dog; a brutal physical fight that ended in the ER; visiting
him for years in psychiatric facilities, and finally prison. I had given up hope,
waiting for the day I would die, not caring.
I sat with bowed head, tears streaming down my face; she would give both her
arms. Why, of all my mornings, did I decide to go to an AA meeting today?
I'm not alone. I'm not the only fighting these struggles. I owe it to my son and
my life to stay clear and fight this battle of life.
What would I give to be able to talk to my son with a clean healthy mind? I
would give my right arm; no, I would give both of my arms....
I think that is what Jesus did for us. He gave both his arms stretched wide on
a cross so that my son might someday be healed. I also think that He stretched
His arms wide so that they could embrace me some day.
I often think that I want proof from God, showing me His nail-pierced hands. I
now know the proof lies in His outstretched arms in a comforting hug.
He was the descendent of a prostitute, I believe her name was Rahab; or was
it 'Rehab'? Who are we to judge?

A

AdventSource
Celebrates
Grand OPening

dventSource employees, board members, and friends gathered on
April 17 to celebrate the grand opening of AdventSource’s new
building located on the campus of Union College in Lincoln, Nebraska. The
program was followed with tours of the new facility.
As the official ministry resource distribution center for the Seventh-day Adventist Church in North America, AdventSource serves local churches by
providing ministry-focused books, DVDs, seminars and curricula, apparel,
Pathfinder and Adventurer Club uniforms and supplies, webinars, event registration, and more.
The process leading to AdventSource’s move began in early 2012 when
Union College determined that AdventSource’s space was needed for additional classrooms. On April 9, 2012 AdventSource’s board of directors
voted to move forward with plans for constructing a new building.
Because AdventSource provides a significant amount of student labor and
other services for Union College, the college wanted to keep AdventSource nearby. Union College offered AdventSource the option of a longterm land lease to allow for the construction of a new facility at Prescott
Avenue and 51st Street.
“Union College continues to be blessed by an organization that does much
to mentor college students and provide student labor opportunities for them,”
said Gary Bollinger, Union College vice president for finance. “We are very
blessed in having such a wonderful relationship with AdventSource and we are
just delighted that they are in a new facility that will better serve their mission.”
Ground was broken for AdventSource’s new building on May 31, 2012
while construction began in June and was completed in December. The warehouse was moved by December 28 and AdventSource was open for business in the new facility on January 2. Throughout the entire move, all orders
continued to go out on a regular basis.
The new 17,300 square foot building houses all of AdventSource’s departments including the call center, graphic arts, meeting planning, accounting, IT, resource development, and website support, along with operations
and warehouse space. The new building also contains some additional
space for future growth.
NAD President Dan Jackson said, “We appreciate this partnership and we
will appreciate it long into the future. It is a mutual blessing.”
If you would like to learn more about the many services AdventSource provides to churches across the North American Division, call 402-486-8800
or visit www.adventsource.org.

Better
Late
Than
Never
By Marta Davis

Margaret loved watching Better Life all the time! On her
100th birthday, her son, from Fountain Valley California,
called the Grants Pass Seventh-day Adventist Church. He
said that his mother watched Better Life constantly and that
if someone would visit her from the church, he was sure she
would become a Seventh-day Adventist. The interesting thing
is that her son wasn’t even an Adventist himself!

In Short
A pictorial recap of
some of the events
of the last month.

Barry Mc

Ron & Marta Davis, managers of Better Life, got the message and went
to Margaret's home for a visit. While getting acquainted, they asked her
about her past and discovered that they had lived in the same small town
in Southern California at the same time as Margaret and her family. In fact,
Margaret’s youngest daughter had gone to school with Marta and was the
drum majorette while Marta was on the drill team! This helped them develop an immediate friendship, and they invited Margaret to an upcoming
evangelistic series.
She attended every one of the 26 meetings of Revelation Speaks Hope
held by Pastor Steve Cook at the Grants Pass Adventist Church, and at
the end of the meetings, she was baptized at the amazing age of 100! She
continued attending church with a huge smile on her face every week until
102. It’s amazing to watch God work through the media ministry of Better
Life to touch all classes and ages of people across Oregon, Washington
and Northern California. Remember, with God, it is never too late!
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Are you planning to attend a
church event this month?
Send us a photo with a
caption and it might just
end up in the eCommuniqué!
Just email your photo and caption
to krissy.barber@oc.npuc.org.
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Michael B. Kelly, senior
pastor at Mt. Rubidoux
Adventist Church in Riv
erside, Cal. spoke at thi
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year's Regional Convocat
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Executive Committee Encourages Women in Leadership

Note Worthy...
Adventists Respond in Oklahoma, and You Can Help

A lot of people are hurting after the rash of tornadoes that hit Oklahoma recently—and tornado season is only beginning. Adventist Community Services Disaster
Relief (ACS-DR) is there to help provide desperately needed items and support
as people work to pick up their lives. But ACS needs your help. There are several
ways to make a donation to Adventist Community Services. Call 1-800-3817171 to make a donation or visit www.communityservices.org.

UCC Health Ministries Director Still Missing

Over two weeks ago now, Dr. Jay Sloop, Upper Columbia Conference (UCC)
health ministries director disappeared on a morning walk while in the Ukraine doing
health training. The search has continued to center around Zamkova Gora, a city park
near downtown Kiev. City surveillance cameras recorded Sloop entering the park in
the early morning hours Tuesday, May 14, but no images of him leaving the park have
been found. Searchers, including church members, students, police, military police, and
U.S. Marines from the U.S. Embassy, have scoured the rugged park, but still turned
up nothing. The local authorities have now classified Dr. Sloop's disappearance as a
criminal case. “Every day groups of people from area churches and police are involved
in the search," says Viktor Alekseenko, Ukraine Adventist Union president. "We are
doing everything we can to provide all possible help and assistance in the search for Dr.
Sloop.” Read updates at the family's blog at http://bit.ly/17x6b43.

Mission Institute Becomes SOULS Northwest

The Northwest Mission Institute is expanding its original six-month training program to
two years and has changed its name to SOULS Northwest. This North Pacific Union
Conference institute will be affiliated with the successful SOULS West training center
operated by the Pacific Union Conference. Extending the training program makes it
possible for SOULS Northwest to train students who will work with the literature
ministries departments of the local conferences within the NPUC as leaders for their
Youth Rush summer literature evangelism programs. The existing six-month program will
still be offered for adults past college age with experience in the workforce, as well as
Walla Walla University degree-seeking students. Two certificates will continue to be
offered to students: Outreach Leadership and Literature Ministries Leadership. More
information can be found at http://missioninstitute.org.

Cancer Study Seeks Participants

The Adventist Medical Center, in Portland, Ore., is working with the American
Cancer Society to find participants for a long-range study on cancer. This Cancer Prevention Study-3 (CPS-3) seeks to help researchers better understand the genetic, environmental and lifestyle factors that cause or prevent cancer. Researchers are looking for
long-term participants between ages 30–65 who can come to a Portland location for
the initial visit. All follow-up surveys will be completed via mail-in forms over the next
20–30 years. If you, or someone you know, is interested in signing up for the study,
visit http://adventisthealthnw.com for more information at http://bit.ly/115cmnu.

The North Pacific Union Conference (NPUC) Executive Committee has voted steps
which further affirm women within the church’s mission. While this stance does not
address the women’s ordination issue, it resonates with the overall North American
Division efforts to encourage and support qualified women in pathways to pastoral or
administrative roles. Among other actions at its regular quarterly meeting held May 8
in College Place, Wash., the NPUC Executive Committee voted to encourage local
conferences to develop clear, measurable goals designed to give women opportunities
in leadership positions; to gather local women leaders at least once a year to discuss
their experiences, issues and lessons learned; and to encourage churches to follow the
updated church manual policy on ordaining deaconesses.

Changes Recommended for Adventist Media

During its meeting on April 29, the Adventist Media Center (AMC) board reviewed
a proposal regarding the future operation of the center as well as media ministries and
other services housed there. The proposal calls for the sale of the present AMC
property in Simi Valley, Calif., and provides present media ministries such as Voice of
Prophecy and It Is Written a 12 to18-month window to relocate. While this would
negate the cost of operating the AMC complex, continued funding from the North
American Division (NAD) for the individual media ministries is part of the proposal,
as is a commitment to explore new media development possibilities. The AMC board
will forward the recommended proposal to the NAD executive committee.

The Record Keeper Teaser

The teaser trailer for The Record Keeper was released on May 1st. Produced in
Portland, Ore., by Walla Walla University alumnus Jason Satterlund, this 11-part
web series is being created for The Great Hope project, to tell the story of the Great
Controversy from a fresh perspective. The main character, Raina, is an angel tasked
with recording the story of the fall of Lucifer and the story is told through the eyes of
Caden and Larus, two friends, and angels, caught on different sides. Watch the teaser
trailer at http://bit.ly/15fqShq and like The Record Keeper on Facebook to follow the
project at http://on.fb.me/16t7uS3.

FCC Opens Window for Low Power FM Stations

The FCC has announced they intend to open an application filing window for new
low power FM stations in October of 2013. This is a rare opportunity to reach
your community that may not arise again due to the scarcity of frequencies available.
Low power FM stations are a special class of radio station that operate with a limited
range and are only for non-commercial purposes. Donald Martin, an Adventist attorney who specializes in broadcast, media and entertainment law, has prepared a white
paper for churches interested in setting up a new station in their area. Download the
paper at http://bit.ly/13msCDI.

Voice of Prophecy Board Names New Leader

The Voice of Prophecy Board met Tuesday, April 30 in Simi Valley, Calif., and
elected Pastor Shawn Boonstra as the new speaker/director of The Voice of Prophecy. Recently, Pastor Boonstra served as an associate ministerial director at the
North American Division. Prior to this assignment, he served for seven years as the
speaker/director of It Is Written. Pastor Boonstra has also authored more than 15
outreach-oriented books. He and his wife Jean have two daughters. Pastor Boonstra replaces Pastor Fred Kinsey who served The Voice of Prophecy for five years.
For additional news visit http://www.oregonconference.org/news_entries

Portland Students Hit the Streets

More than 260 Portland Adventist Academy (PAA) students, staff, area pastors
and parent volunteers fanned out across Portland streets for the fifth annual all-school
service day in May. Students did a variety of work, including graffiti removal in the
neighborhoods surrounding PAA. Other groups worked at food banks, homeless
ministries, and on yard work projects for disabled and elderly people.

Events
WORSHIP FEST

When: June 8 & 29, 2013
Location: Milwaukie Spanish Adventist Church
Join us for a special summer series presented by youth
for youth! Worship Fest is the first of many uplifting
events created on purpose with a purpose of offering meaningful and exciting opportunities for youth to
serve God! ALL are welcomed. Come June 8 & 29
at 7:00 pm for this great worship experience. The
Milwaukie Spanish Adventist Church is located at
7903 Otty Rd, Milwaukie Ore.
SINGLES' WORK BEE AT GLADSTONE

When: June 9, 9:00 am - 1:00 pm
Location: Holden Convention Cntr, Gladstone, Ore.
Join us for a fun singles' work bee at the Oregon Conference grounds in Gladstone on June 9. Bring work
gloves and yard tools. Meet south of the Holden
Center at 9:00 am, then join us for lunch at Sweet
Tomatoes in Clackamas. RSVP to Kathleen at 541992-4396 or Karen at beachagate@gmail.com
SOUTHERN OREGON WOMEN'S RETREAT

When: June 7-9, 2013
Location: Milo Academy
It's not too late for you to join us at the Southern
Oregon Women's Retreat at Milo for wonderful food
both for your tummy and your soul! Come talk all
weekend with new and old friends, to pray with, laugh
with, and make new memories. For information call Pat
Young at 541-601-8694.
2013 LIGHT BEARERS/ARISE
CROSSTRAINING PROGRAM

GLADSTONE CAMP MEETING
ACCEPTING VOLUNTEER APPLICATIONS

NAD NOW ACCEPTING APPLICATIONS
FOR GC SESSION

When: July 11-13 & July 13-21, 2013
Location: Gladstone, Ore.

When: Applications to be processed thru Dec. 2013

YOU are needed! The Oregon Conference is requesting all who are willing and able to volunteer
during Camp Meeting this year. We are seeking
volunteers for both Hispanic Camp Meeting (July
11-13) and Gladstone Camp Meeting (July 1421). We still need volunteers for Hospitality, Safety
and Security, as well as licensed RNs and EMTs for
8-hour shifts. Whether you would like to work a shift
daily or only have time for a single shift, your services
would be greatly appreciated. To volunteer, go to
http://bit.ly/11roWgX or contact Lisa Rodriguez via
email to learn more at Lisa.orc.mh@gmail.com or by
phone at 503-850-3573.
FESTIVAL OF THE LAITY
FREE VIRTUAL CONFERENCE

When: September 11-14, 2013
Location: Your computer!
Get equipped for effective ministry with no registration, travel, or hotel expenses! The North American
Division Adult Ministries Department is offering FREE
online training for Sabbath School, Personal Ministries,
and Prison Ministries leaders through the Virtual Festival of The Laity September 11-14, 2013. Attend
from the comfort of your home, church, or office—all
you need is a computer with internet access. All of
your church’s leaders can benefit from these live broadcasts presented by globally respected facilitators. Visit
www.festivalofthelaity.com to sign up.
BETTER LIFE BROADCASTING CAMP MEETING

When: June 14-22, 2013
Location: Jasper, Ore.

When: June 14-15, 2013
Location: Milo Adventist Academy

Light Bearers/ARISE present a nine-day intensive discipleship training program where you will learn how to
share Christ-centered Bible studies with others. Visit
www.lightbearers.org, email arise@lightbearers.org, or
call 541-988-3333. Space is limited. Download a
printable poster/flyer at http://bit.ly/12ihnKq.

You're invited to attend the Better Life Broadcasting
Camp Meeting June 14 and 15 at Milo Adventist
Academy in Days Creek, Ore. The keynote speaker
will be Herb Larsen, Jr. with featured musical guests.
Register now! For more information call 541-4743089 or visit http://BetterLifeTV.tv

The North American Division Music Committee for
the 2015 General Conference Session (July 2-11
in San Antonio, Tex.) is now accepting applications
from musicians/groups desiring to perform at the 2015
General Conference Session. Applications can be
downloaded at the 2015 General Conference website at www.gcsession.org. Click the “Music Application Packet” tab and follow all directions. Applications
will be processed through December 31, 2013.
DINNER WITH A DOCTOR

When: June 25, 6:30 pm
Location: Castle Rock Adventist Church
Dinner with a Doctor was a real success in March! The
Castle Rock Adventist Church is delighted to have as
the June guest speaker, Joyce Choe, M.D., M.P.H.
Joyce is a cataract surgeon and glaucoma specialist
with the Pacific Cataract & Laser Institute, and loves
sharing her insights on healthy living. We invite attendance on June 25, 2013, at 6:30 pm at the Castle
Rock Adventist Church. A light supper will be served.
Reserve your place with a call to Wanda at 360967-2165 or Jeanne at 360-274-6709.
GLADSTONE CAMP MEETING 2013

When: July 16-20, 2013
Location: Gladstone, Ore.
Join us for the 135th Oregon Camp Meeting and the
84th camp meeting held at Gladstone Park! This year's
Gladstone Camp Meeting will begin the evening of
July 16 and will run through the evening of the 20th.
Come for the fellowship, spiritual enrichment, the education, and the fun! There will be activities for every
age group. Featured speakers this year include John
Bradshaw, Russell Burrill, Gordon Pifher, John McVay, Bernie Anderson, and Alex "Sasha" Bolotnikov.
Come for the day, week, or just for a few hours. Learn
more at www.OregonConference.org. (The website
will be updated throughout the month of June.)
All links are clickable here and elsewhere in the eCommuniqué.

for more announcement

& event information please visit www.oregonconference.org/announcements – this page is updated weekly.

Transitions
Meilani Long (Jonny) has joined the Big Lake/Youth
team as Administrative Assistant.
Christian Martin (Heidi) has transitioned to the position of Senior Pastor for the Grants Pass congregation.
David Smith (Valerie) was ordained on May 11,
2013 at the Meadow Glade Adventist Church.

Samuel Castro (Belinda) has taken the position of
part-time Associate Pastor for the Vancouver and
Woodland Spanish congregations.
Daniel Baerg (Julia) has transitioned to part-time employment and Associate Director of Transportation for
the Oregon Conference.

Mary Jane Zollbrecht (Henry) has retired from the
position of Junior Accountant for the Trust Department.
Linda Olson (Rich) has transitioned from Payroll
Clerk to Junior Accountant for the Trust Department.
Jared Lehman (Jina) has transitioned from the position
of business intern to that of Assistant Treasurer.

www.OregonConference.org
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Gladstone Camp Meeting
July 16 - 20, 2013
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