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ORDINATION DISCUSSION

President Reimche reports on
the discussion on the issue of
ordination at the NAD YearEnd Meetings in November.
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CHRISTMAS PAST

Spend a little time looking back
at memories of Christmases from
long ago with President Reimche.
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NATIVITY REENACTMENTS IN THE OC

Many churches will host holiday
events this month. Read about
three that take a walk on a
wilder–and colder–side.
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Bits of news from around the
Conference and around the
world that we thought you
might find interesting.
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What really matters

I

t was spring break 2011. We had taken the
kids to Spokane to visit my wife Amy’s parents
for the week. All I remember of the trip is that
Amy and I had ended up in a fight. We had survived a somewhat rocky 14 years of marriage and
somehow managed to raise three wonderful children. But here we were again, butting heads. Amy
sensed my dissatisfaction as she tried to measure up
to some idealistic standard of this world that I had
created in my mind.
I did not grow up as a Seventh-day Adventist.
I spent my youth bumping around various other
protestant churches. When I was a young man,
I had given myself over to Christ at one of these
churches and for a brief time, walked the talk. But
as I moved into college, work, and the business of
life, church and God took a back seat. As a result,
my heart hardened over the years and I became
cynical towards religion and full of doubt. But
once you open your heart to Jesus, he never stops

By Adam Ahola
knocking. When I met my future wife, Amy, I felt
that pull again. She was a county girl who grew
up in the Adventist church, seemingly so pure and
innocent. “Here is someone better than me,” I
thought. “If I can hang on to her, maybe she can
rub some of that goodness off on me.”
We began attending the Woodland Adventist
church. Even though I was not an official member,
they welcomed me in and I helped out where I
could in the small church. I was not a big Bible
student. I felt intimidated at Sabbath school classes
where long-time Adventist members seemed to
know the Bible cover to cover. Though I went to
church regularly with the family, I was still lukewarm. It was as if I was waiting for some big wave
of faith to consume me and wash away all my
doubt. Well, I found that it doesn’t work that way.
It was shortly after we had returned from our
Spokane trip that I became severely ill with fevers
c o n t i n u e d o n pa g e
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and pain. A couple of doctor visits and scans
revealed the devastating news. I was diagnosed with advanced Stage IV colon cancer
with metastasis to the liver. The prognosis
was grim to say the least. It is hard to say
how anyone should react after hearing such
news, but as for me, I received instant clarity of what really mattered in my life: God,
family, and work. IN THAT ORDER. Up
to that point, I had been living with these
priorities completely backwards.
My first order of business was getting right
with God. I did not know where to start, so
I searched out a knowledgeable friend from
church who pointed me in the right direction
through a couple Bible studies. I also began
reading Steps to Christ by Ellen White. It
was an eye-opening experience as I realized
that I didn’t have to have unshakeable faith
to be saved, I just had to make the conscious
choice every day to follow Christ. Faith
would take care of itself.
So that’s what I began to do. As our family
dove into the cancer battle, there were ups
and downs, but we were seeing God’s presence constantly. A year and a half passed. I
read the New Testament to completion and
started in on the Old Testament. Amy and I
became closer than ever and I began to truly
appreciate why God had put us together.
The kids stayed busy with school, piano, and
softball. God seemed to have placed a shelter around them so that Daddy’s cancer did
not worry them too much.
I had never been baptized, and always imagined it outdoors in a real river or stream,
preferably at the Cedar Creek outdoor
church service that is held once each year
near Woodland. I had planned on taking
the baptism step during the summer but with
all the doctor appointments and treatment
changes, I was distracted and procrastinated.
Before I knew it August was winding down
and I hadn’t even inquired about baptism. It
was at this time that the cancer took a sharp
turn for the worse and I realized that I may
not get another opportunity if I didn’t put
things into action now. I asked Amy when
c o n t i n u e d o n pa g e
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I am sorting through the papers from my trip
to the NAD Year-End Committee Meetings in
Washington, DC and I thought that you might
like a report of the ordination discussion.
First, I would like to share the sense of balance and
cordiality presented by both those in favor of ordination of women, and those opposed. This speaks well
for our church and theologians. Second, the decision
was not one that attempted to force all to a single
view, but rather allowed for solid Adventist members
to recognize and allow for differences in understanding of the issues. The idea is that we can have unity
even when there is a diversity of thought. The NAD is
recommending to the General Conference that all divisions be given the option to choose the approach that
works best for them. Third, I appreciate the focus on
the theology of ordination separate from gender issues.
Here is a link that will give you access to the actual
reports that were given. www.NADordination.com is

C hristmas

T

Past

By Al Reimche

his month, instead of only a long report on
meetings attended, travels taken, or a report on a
committee, I want to share just briefly some of my earliest memories of Christmas.
There are memories that come back easily. Such as being
eight and running across a street so that we could go "ingathering” right into the path of an oncoming car. Christmas that year was spent in the hospital with a broken leg.
Some of the memories involve gifts. However, in thinking back, I don't remember a lot of what I received,
other than a toy service station my dad made for my
brother and me which created an interest in making
wooden toys – or the HO train set I received as a result of the "ingathering" accident, which also developed
into an interest in model trains.
There are also memories of Christmas carols sung from a
reel-to-reel tape recorder sitting between the front seats

By Al Reimche

the website for the NAD ordination committee and is
an excellent place to begin. This site allows you to see
the PDF version of the book developed by the committee, covering the written reports of all the presenters,
both for and against the ordination of women.
One of the presentations that really stood out in my
mind was Darius Jankiewicz’ video Authority of the
Christian Leader. In this presentation Darius makes an
extremely strong case for the New Testament concept
of ordination versus the changes brought in by the
church during the middle ages. Richard Davidson also
gave a solid presentation of the concept of headship
from the Old Testament: Should Women Be Ordained
as Pastors? Old Testament Considerations.
Finally, the thought was shared that though we have
expended much energy on this, this is not our mission.
We are called to use everyone available to get the
Good News out in our part of the world, whether
ordained or not.
of a car as we took groups of ingatherers down streets
piled high with snow, and visits from family with all the
cousins sleeping (or trying to) on the living room floor.
But strange as it may seem, the first memory I have is
that of being asked to memorize a short poem for Sabbath School and then sharing it in front of the adults.
I am sure I raced through it with the usual childhood
style, and may not have articulated every word, but
those words lodged in my mind still come back to me.
What shall I give Him
Poor as I am?
If I were a shepherd
I'd give Him a lamb,
If I were a wise man
I'd do my part.
But what shall I give Him?
Give Him my heart!
Many "Black Fridays" have passed since then. But still
the greatest gift ever purchased happened on a "Black
Friday." And the greatest gift we can ever give in return
is our heart.
Wishing you and your family a blessed Christmas and
the joy of giving again the gift of your heart in response
to God's greatest gift.
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the Cedar Creek outdoor service was planned and she replied, “Next week.” Next
week?!! I hadn’t even begun to study. I talked to the pastor and asked if he would be
willing to baptize me on such short notice and with little time to study. He agreed and
I was immediately flooded with study guides and books from fellow church members. It
was a wild week to say the least, splitting my time between studying and dealing with
changes in my cancer treatment. By the time the Sabbath service rolled around, I found
myself agitated and nervous. I wanted this baptism to be more of a private commitment,
between myself and God, to follow Christ and leave my old sinful ways behind. With the
presence of so many church members at the service, I was feeling the anxiety of a public
display. This stress kept on right until the point where Pastor Marty approached me and
said, “It’s time, let’s go get our robes on.” A switch flipped in my mind and I knew God
was with me this day. All the anxiety disappeared. As we drove up to the Cedar creek
Church to dress, rain began to fall. “Well, it is Washington,” I thought to myself. “I guess
it wouldn’t be right if
it weren’t raining.” The
drizzle continued as
we made put preparations and drove back
down to the outdoor
service site. Elders
Rick and Terry White
had agreed to assist
me into the water given
my “weakened” condition from the cancer
recurrence. As we
made our way into the
stream, both Terry
and Rick began to
slip and slide, but I
felt sure as a mountain
goat. I asked them if
they needed some assistance and they just
gave me a glance and
a laugh. Finally, after
we were all ready, the
pastor began to say a few words. At that instant the sun broke through the cloud cover
and shone brilliantly right onto the stream and stayed on us through the entire ceremony.
When they immersed me in the water, a wonderful sense of warmth enveloped me and as I
walked back to the shore, dry clothes or a towel were not needed. Standing on the beach
afterwards, talking with family and church members, I felt God’s presence all around. It
was truly a day I will never forget.

I received instant
clarity of what really
mattered in my life:
God, family, and work.
IN THAT ORDER.

It’s now been a few months since that day and, surely, struggles remain. I still have cancer
and Satan loves to plant seeds of doubt and fear in my mind whenever he can. But all
I need to do is look back on the last year and half and see the blessings that God has
bestowed on my marriage, my children, and my church family. I know he is, and always
has been with me. I will use whatever time God grants me to build my family stronger in
the Lord, study His word, and do my best to live the life Jesus intended for me a long
time ago. And the faith will take care of itself.

Nativity
reenactments
dot the conference

O

ver the next few weekends many churches will be hosting events
in celebration of the nativity. Here is a little bit about three of them.

Journey to Bethlehem, hosted by the Kelso-Longview Seventh-day Adventist Church, has been an area tradtion for more than 15 years. During
the second weekend in December (Thursday-Sunday nights), more than
7,000 people attend this walk-through experience that tells the story of
Jesus’ birth from the vantage point of a Jewish family 2,000 years ago
traveling to pay their taxes in their ancestral hometown.This free outdoor
event takes about 20-25 minutes. This year Journey to Bethlehem is
December 12-15. Thursday and Friday 6:00-9:00 pm, and Saturday
and Sunday 5:00-9:00 pm. Doors open one hour before the journey
begins. Journey to Bethlehem takes place on the grounds of the KelsoLongview Adventist Church located at 77 Solomon Road in Kelso,
Wash. Visit www.JourneyAdventist.com to learn more.
In Gladstone you'll find Follow the Star, which will host its 12th year
of reenacting the events leading up to the birth of Jesus. Nearly 250
volunteers work hard to make each night a success, with actors and
staff coming from more than 20 area churches. In the past 11 years,
nearly 50,000 people have attended Follow the Star. This year's
event will happen December 6-8 and 13-15. Doors will open at
5:30 pm on Fridays and 4:30 pm on Saturdays and Sundays. Follow
the Star takes place on the grounds of the Holden Convention Center
at 19500 Oatfield Road in Gladstone, Ore. To learn more, visit
www.FollowTheStar.us.

Note: Early this year, Adam
passed away. While sorely
missed by his family, friends, and
church family, he now waits for
Jesus' return and the reunion of
that day.

A new-comer to this year's festivities is the Bend Adventist Church,
which will host its first year of Journey to Bethlehem, being mentored
by Kelso-Longview. Dress warmly to experience this free, outdoor walkthrough nativity. It will take place at the Bend Adventist Church at
21610 NE Butler Market Road in Bend, Ore. You can visit their
Facebook page at www.facebook.com/BendJourneyToBethlehem.
We hope you have a wonderfully blessed holiday season with your
friends and loved ones!

More Divisions Vote Ordination Recommendations

Note Worthy...
NAD Report Recommends Ordination of Women

During November's North American Division (NAD) year-end meetings in Silver
Spring, Md., NAD executive committee members voted 182 to 31 to approve
the following recommendation in response to a report from the division's Theology of
Ordination Study Committee: “That we receive the Biblical study of ordination prepared by the North American Division Theology of Ordination Study Committee
and affirm the conclusion that all people, men and women, may receive ordination
as an affirmation of the call of God, and that the North American Division supports
the authorization of each division to consider, through prayer and under the direction
of the Holy Spirit, its most appropriate approach to the ordination of women to
gospel ministry.” The NAD recommendation now goes to the General Conference
(GC) along with those from the other worldwide divisions. The GC will give its
report at the Annual Council meetings in October 2014. Read more on this action
and a minority response from those on the committee who differed with the recommendation at http://bit.ly/1g4asAj.

Adventist Media Center Will Close

The North American Division executive committee voted in November to accept the
recommendation of the Adventist Media Center Board that the Adventist Media
Center in Simi Valley, Calif., be closed and sold. This finalizes and confirms recommendations initiated in April of this year. The media ministries currently based at the
center are It is Written, Voice of Prophecy, Faith for Today, La Voz de la Esperanza,
Breath of Life, and Jesus 101. Several of the ministries have submitted plans for
relocation and the rest will do so in the near future. Read more online from the North
American Division at http://bit.ly/1cXdeCm.

New Cafeteria Opens at UCA

Upper Columbia Academy (UCA) students ate their last meal in the old cafeteria
in November even while trucks brought food supplies to the new dining building. Students are now enjoying the fresh new space. The building project, which
broke ground on Oct. 3, 2012, has been completed with the help of more than
$100,000 in donated labor by faithful UCA volunteers. Does the food taste even
better in the updated spot? You'll have to ask UCA pupils!

Adventist Wins NYC Marathon

Over 50,000 runners competed in the annual New York City (NYC) Marathon. Among the thousands of racers, was first-time NYC Marathon racer Priscah
Jeptoo, of Kenya. Two-hours and 25 minutes later, Jeptoo was the first female
to cross the finish line, earning the World Marathon Majors women's title. Jeptoo
is also a Seventh-day Adventist. She became an Adventist through the witness of
fellow Kenyan runner, Abel Kirui, after meeting him in a training camp in 2008.
Read Jeptoo's story in the Adventist Review at http://bit.ly/1ix1e1i.

Plubell Elected As NPUC VP For Education

During its regular meeting on Nov. 13, the North Pacific Union Conference (NPUC)
executive committee elected Dennis L. Plubell as the new NPUC vice president for
education. He will replace Lanny Hurlbert who plans to retire from that position early
in 2014. Plubell is no stranger to educational leadership in the NPUC. He served as
Hurlbert's associate from 1997–2007. Since then he has filled the role of director
of secondary education and accreditation for the North American Division. Plubell
and his wife, Barbara, currently make their home in the greater Portland, Ore., area.

Following the North American Division (NAD) decision reported last week to recommend the potential of women's ordination, two more worldwide divisions of the
church have voted similar actions. The Inter-European Division will submit its report to
the General Conference Theology of Ordination Study Committee that there is room
for the church to ordain women to pastoral ministry. In addition, the South Pacific
Division has unanimously affirmed a report from its Biblical Research Committee that
“does not see any scriptural principle which would be an impediment to women being
ordained.” Reports on this issue from the remaining world divisions will be forthcoming soon. The General Conference has requested these reports so that its ordination
committee can recommend any possible worldwide actions to the 2014 Annual
Council. Any clear recommendations voted then would likely be forwarded to the
2015 General Conference session agenda.

Kellar is New WWGH VP

Walla Walla General Hospital (WWGH) is pleased to welcome Karen Kellar, RN,
as vice president for patient care for Adventist Health services in Walla Walla, Wash.
Kellar will assume her new role on January 1st. She comes from Tillamook Regional
Medical Center, where she has served as vice president for patient care since 2011.
Prior to her experience in Tillamook, Ore., Karen lived in Southwest Washington for
16 years and served at hospitals in the Portland-metro area. At Adventist Medical
Center in Portland she served in the clinical decision unit and in recruitment.

Creation Movie Now Available on Vimeo

A 27-minute, professionally produced film, Creation: The Earth Is a Witness, will
be one of the Adventist denomination’s key evangelism efforts for 2014. The
movie features spectacular nature footage and is part of a multi-faceted approach
to teach creationism around the world. Church leaders believe the movie, also
available on DVD, will captivate viewers and compel them to learn more about
the denomination’s strong ties to other Bible-based beliefs. Watch the movie for
yourself at http://bit.ly/18kxKdx.

Positive Life Radio Reaps 216 Tons of Rice

During the 15th Positive Life Radio (PLR) annual Rice for Cambodia Campaign,
which recently ended, listeners pledged $129,610. This amount will buy 216
tons of rice to feed 8,640 families for a month. “What a great opportunity to look
beyond the Inland Northwest to the international needs that are within our ability
to affect for good,” says Paul Richardson, PLR general manager. The rice will be distributed in July 2014. For more information about the campaign visit www.plr.org.

Has Your Church Been Winterized?

Winter is around the corner but freezing temperatures have already reached the
Northwest. With low temperatures comes increased risks, not just to your own
home, but also to your church building. In the last five years, Adventist Risk
Management has paid out nearly $3 million to fix frozen pipes alone! One recommendation is that heat should be set no lower than 55ºF. To learn other tips for
winterizing your buildings, visit www.AdventistRisk.org.

Clergy Tax-Free Housing Allowance Ruled Ilegal

A United States federal judge ruled that the "parsonage exemption" for clergy is
unconstitutional. The exemption is being challenged by the Freedom From Religion
Foundation, an atheist group advocating for greater separation of church and state. In
her ruling, U.S. District Court Judge Barbara Crabb said the law benefits "religious
persons and no one else." Responding to the ruling, Tom Wetmore, associate general
counsel for the Seventh-day Adventist Church, says "This ruling is a huge deal because it would have a dramatic impact in how the church compensates its ministers."
The exemption dates back to 1954 when Congress established the Internal Revenue
Service. Section 107 of the tax code permits a “minister of the gospel” to designate
some compensation as a housing allowance and exempt it from income tax. Read more
about the recent ruling at http://bit.ly/18fVOBo.
For additional news visit http://www.oregonconference.org/news_entries.

Events
HOLIDAY CONCERT AT HEALING HOPE

ADORE HIM CHRISTMAS CANTATA

When: December 28, 11:00 am
Location: Healing Hope Adventist Fellowship

When: December 21 & 24
Location: Healing Hope Adventist Fellowship

Homeward, a quintet from Healing Hope Church,
will be performing "In Adoration of the King of Kings"
at Healing Hope's church service on December 28 at
11:00 am. Created and Arranged by Camp Kirkland and Tom Fettke, this piece tells the story of King
Jesus coming to our world through song and word.
Healing Hope is located at 15150 NE Glisan St.
in Portland.

The Healing Hope Choir will be giving 3 performances of their Christmas Cantata, Adore Him. Please
join us for one of the following dates and celebrate
the Christmas Season with us. Concerts are FREE
and open to all. Dec. 21, 11:00 am at Healing
Hope Adventist Fellowship, 15150 NE Glisan St.
Christmas Brunch begins at 9:00 am with a kids program during brunch. Cantata to follow at 11:00 am.
Dec. 21, 4:00 pm at The Village Retirement Center,
4501 West Powell Blvd., Gresham, and Dec. 24,
7:00 pm at Columbia Life Center, 27938 SE Stark
Street, Troutdale.

LAST SIMPLY COOKING CLASS

When: December 5, 6:30 pm
Location: Castle Rock Adventist Church
The last "Simply Cooking" class will be held on December 5, at 6:30 pm. This year of monthly plant
based cooking classes led by Ronni Reinecke has been
fun and a wonderful learning experience. December's
topic is "Great Cakes" and the End of Class Potluck,
to share favorite vegan recipes. This event will be held
at the Castle Rock Adventist Church at 7531 Old
Pacific Hwy. N. in Castle Rock, Wash. Please call to
reserve your place at 360-967-2165.
JOURNEY TO BETHLEHEM – BEND

When: December 5-7, 2013
Location: Bend Adventist Church
Join us for this FREE outdoor Christmas experience,
December 5-7 at the Bend Adventist Church! Journey back to what life was like 2,000 years ago at
the very first Christmas, surrounded with the sights,
sounds and smells of village life. Doors open each
evening an hour before the first journey begins. While
you wait for your journey, you'll enjoy seasonal music
by local musicians. Remember to dress appropriately
for your outdoor, walk-through experience. Bethlehem Inn, a local homeless shelter, will be accepting
donations, including non-perishable food, gently used
clothing, warm blankets, or monetary gifts. December
5 & 6, event times are 6:00-9:00 pm. December
7, event times will be 5:00-9:00 pm. The Bend
Adventist Church is located at 21610 NE Butler
Market Rd. in Bend.
for more announcement

CHILOQUIN CHURCH LOOKING
FOR ELECTRICIAN

When: Needed beginning of December
Location: Chiloquin, Ore.
Chiloquin Seventh-day Adventist Company urgently
needs an Oregon licensed electrician for the 1,200 sq
foot church they are building. Please call Gary Gibson
at 541-891-6168.
All links are clickable here and elsewhere in the eCommuniqué.

OUT OF DARKNESS LIGHT – A HOLIDAY
MUSICAL EVENT AT SUNNYSIDE

When: December 14, 4:00 pm
Location: Sunnyside Adventist Church
Join Sunnyside Adventist Church for "Out of Darkness, Light", a time of musical and spoken reflections on the birth of Jesus. Sunnyside Brass, with
other musical guests will present this special holiday
program on December 14, at 4:00 pm. Sunnyside
Advenist Church is located at 10501 SE Market
Street in Portland.
TABERNACLE CHRISTMAS CHOIR &
ORCHESTRA CONCERT

When: December 13, 7:00 pm
Location: Tabernacle Adventist Church
Born a Savior, Born a King – You're invited to enjoy
an evening of music as we celebrate the advent of
our Savior and King, Jesus Christ. Join us December
13, at 7:00 pm as Tabernacle's Choir and Orchestra
perform a beautiful Christmas cantata of praise and
promise that is sure to inspire and comfort. Please
bring family and friends for music, fellowship, and a
reception of treats and hot cider. This annual event is
free to everyone. The Tabernacle Adventist Church is
located at 26 SW Condor Way in Portland.

The Adventists 2 and
The Blueprint
are now out on DVD!
These two special documentries,
presented by the creator of The
Adventists, showcase the international work done by Adventists
around the world, and the outreach
of the Adventist school system.
Add these DVDs to your personal collection, or give them as
holiday gifts! Look for these films
at your local ABC or online.

& event information please visit www.oregonconference.org/announcements – this page is updated weekly.

Transitions
Steve Madsen, (Shalline), pastor of the Lents
church, was ordained on November 11.
Jonathan Russell, (Jaclyn), assistant pastor at Sunnyside church, was ordained on November 23.
Harold Altamirano, (Belkis), is transitioning from the
Mosaic church to the Florida Conference.

Alex Bolotnikov, (Iryna), is joining the Oregon
Conference from the Ohio Conference as the Jewish
Ministries director.

Daniel Linrud, (Verlaine), will be joining the Oregon
Conference from the Ontario Conference to fill the
position of assistant to the president.

Jim John, (Darla), is joining the Oregon Conference
as the pastor for the Grand Ronde, Rivers Edge, and
Sheridan churches.

Ashley and Laura Silva have resigned their positions
at Big Lake Youth Camp.

Su nset Cal endar
Bend
Eugene
Hood River
Longview
Medford
Newport
Portland

Dec 7

Dec 14

Dec 21

Dec 28

Jan 4

Jan 11

4:27 PM
4:34 PM
4:22 PM
4:26 PM
4:39 PM
4:36 PM
4:27 PM

4:27 PM
4:34 PM
4:22 PM
4:26 PM
4:39 PM
4:36 PM
4:27 PM

4:29 PM
4:37 PM
4:24 PM
4:28 PM
4:42 PM
4:38 PM
4:29 PM

4:34 PM
4:41 PM
4:29 PM
4:33 PM
4:46 PM
4:43 PM
4:34 PM

4:40 PM
4:47 PM
4:35 PM
4:39 PM
4:52 PM
4:49 PM
4:40 PM

4:47 PM
4:54 PM
4:42 PM
4:47 PM
4:59 PM
4:56 PM
4:47 PM
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