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OREGON WOMEN ENJOY RETREAT

Oregon Christian Women's
Retreat celebrated 25 years at
their annual retreat at Skamania
Lodge in October.
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MEN'S CONFERENCE BLESSES

Oregon's annual Men's Conference was held in November at
Gladstone's Holden Convention Center.
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EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE REPORT

Just because Thanksgiving is over
doesn't mean giving thanks isn't
off the table. Learn why Executive Committee is giving thanks.
PAGE 4

NOTE WORTHY NEWS

Bits of news from around the
Conference and around the
world that we thought you
might find interesting.
PAGE 5

A CARAVAN COMES TO TOWN
Caravana de la Vida

N

By Gary McLain & Krissy Barber

Convention Center for the last three nights.
ovember 4-12 saw a caravan move through
northwestern Oregon. This was no ordinary
caravan though – this was a Caravan of Life! Also Pastor Rojas spoke on the real issues of life, includknown as Caravana de la Vida, the Spanish-lan- ing “Light vs. Darkness" and “The Law of God”.
guage event featured Jose Rojas as the speaker. To
date, 229 baptisms have resulted from the Cara- Twenty-seven churches worked together to make
the Caravan of Life a realvan of Life, with more Bible
ity. It took almost a year
studies and connections still
It took nearly a year
and hundreds of people
being made.
to bring the multi-night,
and hundreds of people multi-location event toStarting in Salem, Ore.,
gether. Beginning in Januthe nine-day series began
to make the multi-night, ary, church members began
with nearly 1,400 people
hosting small groups in their
attending the Saturday evening presentation. After a multi-location event happen. homes, inviting their friends
and neighbors to supper, a
quick teardown on Sunday
evening it was off to Hillsboro to set it all up again! church social event, or to a Bible study. As NoSetup took eight hours, teardown only took two vember, approached the members began inviting
hours. Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday's meet- those same people to come hear Pastor Rojas, givings were held in Hillsboro and then all was torn ing him the opportunity to invite those same people
down again, this time to be moved to the Oregon to make a decision for Christ.
c o n t i n u e d o n pa g e
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CARAVAN OF LIFE
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OREGON CHRISTIAN
WOMEN'S RETREAT
CELEBRATES 25 YEARS

1

In all, an estimated 3,000 different people
heard Rojas speak. Close to 3,000 people
heard that God loves them.
One of the miraculous stories to come out of
the nine-day event was that of Ivan.

S

By Jayne Kack

kamania Lodge, in the Columbia River Gorge, welcomed 240 women to the 25th Annual Oregon Christian Women's Retreat October 14–16.

About three weeks prior to the start of the
Caravan of Life meetings, Ivan had a heart attack, putting him into a coma in the ICU of a
local hospital. Due to brain swelling, the doctors gave him 72 hours to live. His wife had
been attending the Hillsboro Spanish Church
and called his family in Mexico, begging them
to come say their goodbyes.

“Shine!” was the weekend's spiritual theme and challenged women to become transformed by the power of
God to such a degree that their lives magnify the glory
of God living within them. Dr. Janice Johnson Browne,
main speaker for the weekend, spoke on how women
can unburden themselves so they can shine more brightly.
She reminded women of God's calling in their lives and
of His great love for each one.

Nearly 40 members of Ivan’s family arrived
from Mexico and were at the hospital when
pastors, Harold Altamirano and Rafael Escobar, came to pray with Ivan and his family. A large prayer circle was formed in the
waiting room as each person knelt, most nonChristian, much less Adventist. At that moment Pastor Harold finished the last prayer,
the doors to the waiting room burst open and
a nurse rushed out asking for Ivan’s wife. Ivan
had just woken up! Ivan was in church a week
later and on the Wednesday night of Caravan
of Life Ivan, his wife, and their two children
were baptized.

Dr. Lucille Ball, Elder Stan Beerman, Cheri Corder,
Melissa Howell, and Tami Millagan offered a total
of 10 topics at the break-out sessions. Topics ranged
from leadership in church ministry to Christian living and
boundaries and communication.

In January, the process will begin again as the
Adventist Spanish-speaking community prepares for the NET 2012 meetings that will be
down-linked to all Spanish-speaking churches
in the Oregon Conference in October.

Ivan, his wife, and children
celebrate their new lives in Jesus.

Teens were invited to attend with their moms or mentors
and were offered their own breakout sessions, facilitated
by Melissa Howell. Additionally, the teens were pampered with extra treats and girly activities and were encouraged to fully realize how precious they are to God

N

MEN AFTER GOD'S
OWN HEART

ovember 11 & 12, eighty men gathered at the Holden
Convention Center in Gladstone Ore. for the annual
Men’s Conference. Chuck Burkeen, Member Ministries
Director at the Oregon Conference, was the main speaker for the general sessions. His topic for Friday night was
"Why it’s Normal For Men to be Crazy". If you’re a man
after God’s own heart, you may be considered crazy by
others standards.
Five guys presented breakout sessions throughout the day.
"The Many Faces of Addiction", "Your Spiritual Legacy",
"How to Manage Anger" and "Anxiety, Wired For Jesus", and "CHIP For Men".
During the last general session of the day, just before going to supper, the men requested needs for prayer. The
group would gather around each guy and pray for those
needs. One of the men said his son had not had any
contact with him for seven years. This man hadn't even

and their church. Many teens participated in sharing their
testimony during one of the main sessions.
In a simple but delightful acknowledgement of the 25year milestone, four giant sheet cakes were served, each
featuring the weekend’s logo. Two women held up each
cake spelling out “Oregon Christian Women’s Retreat”.
One of the women, Connie Stalnecker, had attended an
amazing twenty-four of the twenty-five retreats!
During those twenty-five years, the group has met in a
wide variety of settings, most recently in Sunriver, Oregon and Florence, Oregon.
Over half the women attending the retreat responded
to a special altar call on Saturday night. Many renewed
their walk with God in a deeper, more meaningful way.
As a result, several women, including teens, are currently
studying for baptism!
Each woman left the retreat challenged to walk with
God faithfully, allowing His light to brighten their countenance, and transform their lives to become a reflection
of His love to everyone around.

By Gary McLain
been able to see his grandkids. The group prayed that the
family could be reunited. The men then went to supper
and about thirty minutes after the prayer for his family,
while they were eating, this gentlemen got a text from his
wife saying that the granddaughter of their son had called
and they were going to meet up with her the next day!
Statistics show that men want personal support and accountability in their Christian walk in their own churches.
Men’s Conference is a safe place for guys to meet, learn,
and discuss struggles along the journey here on earth as
they strive to be like Jesus.
If you would like assistance in starting a men’s ministry
group in your church, contact Chuck Burkeen at the Oregon Conference office.
You can also plan on being at next year’s conference, it's
scheduled for November 9–10, 2012!

A LOOK BACK
AT 2011

Forest Fire near Big Lake Youth Camp (Shadow Lake Fire)
Ivan, one of God's miracles

Oregon Christian Women's Retreat 25th Annversary

Pathfinder Fair 2011

Hispanic Camp Meeting 2011

Caravana de la Vida (Caravan of Life)
Pathfinder Camporee 2011

Motorcycle Ministry in Prineville

Adventurer Family Fun Day 2011

Ministry Fest North 2011

Origins Summit

Pathfinder Fundraising in Hood River
Gladstone Camp Meeting 2011

Adventist Community Services (ACS) NPUC Meeting
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OREGON CONFERENCE
EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE WRAP-UP

ow that Thanksgiving is over….” How often we hear those words being
said by those around us as we all look forward to the holiday season
beginning with Thanksgiving. This phrase is usually followed by a statement
filled with anticipation and excitement as people look forward to the next
month of preparation and celebration.

However, we have been successful in lowering our expenses to an amount
slightly below the projected budget. This has been a blessing even though the
economy continues to impact the work here in the Oregon Conference. Even
with the tithe being reduced, we are continually amazed and blessed by the
faithfulness of God’s people.

As we celebrate this season, I’d like to suggest that “Thanksgiving” should
never be "over." Thanksgiving is a word that is past tense, present tense, and
future tense. We are grateful for all that God has done for us. (Does this ring
a bell? ‘We have nothing to fear for the future unless we forget what God has
done for us in the past.’) We are filled with gratitude for His daily blessings,
and we are asked to continually praise God for His blessings as He bestows
them on us. We have so much to be thankful for, both personally and corporately. I want say a special thank you to all of you who supported our family
this past month as we laid my mother to rest. It meant a lot to know we were
being prayed for by so many; the flowers, cards, and notes also assured us
of your love.

Discussion took place as we looked at some of the expenses that continually
rise, seemingly without our control. An area that continues to grow is the
medical expense budget. A decision was made to raise the employee contribution rates slightly, starting next July. However, the raise was contingent on
a potential salary increase and was also adjusted so the employees that are
participating in the Conference's Wellness Program would not be impacted.

The Oregon Conference also has so many things to be thankful for. At the end
of October, the Executive Committee, along with our Lay Advisory members
from around the Conference met to address directions and decisions as well as
hear reports of God’s goodness experienced the previous months.
The ongoing results of camp meeting were shared, including the story of an
individual who has shared the Sabbath morning message with a number of coworkers and friends. Motorcycle camp meeting, though small, was also talked
about, along with the stories coming out of a motorcycle ministry outreach in
Prineville. Over 700 pieces of literature were shared from just one of the locations and friendships were created that could go on forever. Our media ministry
direction was also discussed, with information being shared about some new
opportunities that are opening up some of the obvious media outlets for ministry.
This was the first Executive Committee where our new treasurer, David Freedman, was present and able to give the financial report. Though he gave an
excellent report, we are still challenged by the fact that for the past two
months tithing in the Conference has dropped slightly from the previous year.

In line with the reports shared at the beginning of the committee, we have
formed a media board to oversee a more targeted approach to impact our
ministry in/to the large metropolitan areas of our conference. Oregon and SW
Washington have very high percentages of individuals who indicate no religious
affiliation. This means that some of the traditional methods of reaching out are
not as effective as we would like them to be. Without losing the effectiveness of these “tried and true” approaches, the committee elected a group of
individuals to find a path to reach the “unreached” with the Good News.
This committee will give direction and creative support to our Communication
Department as they explore new ways of reaching our communities and cities.
Finally, though not part of the Executive Committee, I want to invite you to
two premier ways of experiencing the reason for Christmas. At least two areas
in our Conference are involved in reintroducing Christ back into the Christmas
season. Follow the Star begins this weekend at the Gladstone Conference
Center and runs December 3-5 and 9-11. Journey to Bethlehem happens
December 9-11 in Kelso-Longview. Both are beautiful opportunities for you
to share your hope with family and friends. (You can learn more about these
events on pages 6-7.) Have a blessed Christmas and remember that Thanksgiving is an ongoing state of the heart.

– Al Reimche, Oregon Conference President

NAD Votes to Allow Commissioned as Conference Presidents

NOTE WORTHY...
Andrews Study Bible Goes Digital

The Andrews Study Bible, a product of Adventist scholars working with Andrews
University, is now available in a popular digital format, readily accessible for computers and mobile electronic devices. The new digital product is the result of a
partnership between the church-owned school and Logos Bible Software, the largest
developer of software for the Christian market, and a worldwide leader in multilingual
electronic publishing. This digital product will be available for all major computer
operating systems, making it accessible on standard desk-based and mobile computers and devices, including Apple, Inc.’s iPhone, iPad and iPod Touch, as well as
Android-based smartphones and tablets. Learn more at http://bit.ly/tvlgcf.

Northwest Mission Institute Director Selected

The North Pacific Union Conference executive committee, in its Nov. 13 meeting,
voted to approve Jason Worf as the director of the newly-formed Northwest Mission
Institute. The NPUC-sponsored and funded institute will be located at Walla Walla
University to train Bible-worker coordinators. NPUC leaders hope these trained coordinators will be hired to help local church members learn how to facilitate positive
and engaging Bible studies within surrounding neighborhoods and communities. Worf,
most recently the Amazing Facts publishing director, will begin his new role in January
to develop the new institute and its initial phases of operation. Watch for more details
on this program in future issues of the Gleaner.

Hispanic Scholarships Add Value to Adventist Education

More than 200 Hispanic students are in North Pacific Union Conference Adventist
elementary and secondary schools this year because of a new scholarship program
sponsored through the NPUC education department. Lanny Hurlbert, NPUC vice
president for education, says an estimated $90,000 in scholarship funding was
matched with local school and conference funds targeting needy Hispanic students.
These additional funds helped several students in Alaska, Idaho and Montana, but
most significantly 72 students in the Oregon Conference, 74 in the Upper Columbia Conference and 53 in the Washington Conference. Hurlbert says the response
exceeded expectations, but no legitimate request was turned away. Hispanic scholarships will be available again for the coming school year. For more information, contact
the NPUC Education Department at 360-857-7027.

Tillamook Hospital to Add Rural Health Clinic

Tillamook County General Hospital (TCGH) has announced plans to open a new
rural health clinic with improved ambulance facilities in Manzanita, Ore., by January 2012. Tillamook Medical Group/Manzanita Primary and Specialty Care will
offer obstetrics and gynecology, surgery, podiatry and internal medicine. Urgent
care will also be available for extended hours during the week and on weekends at
the new location just south of the Seaside/Cannon Beach (Ore.) area. “It’s very
exciting,” says Melody Ayers, TCGH Director of Marketing and Communications,
operated by Adventist Health. “There have been requests from the community
for quite some time.” Generator power will allow the facility to provide urgent
services, even during the frequent winter storms.

Passing of Elder George Atiga

Gone but not forgotten - Elder George Atiga, Asian/Pacific Ministries director for
the Pacific Union Conference and the North American Division, died Tuesday, November 15, at Kaiser Permanente in Riverside, Calif. To add your condolence message
to the family’s online journal, go to http://www.caringbridge.org/visit/georgeatiga.

Just three weeks after their request for a world church policy variance was turned
down during Annual Council meetings, North American Division (NAD) leaders
voted on Oct. 31 to reaffirm the division's unique policy allowing ordained or
commissioned ministers to serve as presidents of local conferences and missions. The
action, voted by nearly a three to one margin, broadens the opportunities for nonordained leaders, including women, to be elected to the top position in any of the
division’s 58 conferences. The newly affirmed NAD policy, however, places the division at variance with the constitutional template throughout the world church which
states conference leadership can only be held by an ordained pastor. In a related
action, NAD committee members approved full participation in the world church's
recently launched study of the theology of ordination.

GC Defines Ordination Study Timeline

The following timeline has been initiated by world church leaders to formally study
the theology of ordination. In November 2013 each division committee will review
and recommend their own study material of the topic at the 2013 year-end meetings.
From December 2013 to June 2014 a General Conference (GC)-appointed theology of ordination study committee will analyze the materials received from the divisions and prepare a combined report. In June 2014, the report will be reviewed by
GC committees. In October 2014, the GC administration will process the report
for Annual Council, which will review the report and, if needed, take any appropriate
action. Any voted material will be placed on the 2015 General Conference session
agenda, where it will be processed accordingly.

Adventist Health Features LivingWell Bistro in Portland

One of Portland's freshest plant-based restaurants is located in the Pavilion of the
Adventist Medical Center. The dining establishment is meeting the needs of a city
interested in healthy living by offering a tantalizing menu. The Bistro website notes that
in keeping with Adventist traditions, it was established to create a gathering place for
community members to discover the positive benefits of a plant-based diet and the
improved cardiovascular results for individuals who maintain this approach to nutrition.
Customers will find a fresh twist on a delicious and hearty plant-based menu, including
many gluten-free options and farm-to-table selections. Check out the menu items at
http://bit.ly/t3nD66. When you're in the Portland area, stop by and check it out for
yourself at 10000 SE Main Street.

Positive Life Radio Bucks Financial Trends with Solid Support

Despite hard financial times, Positive Life Radio listeners from all over the urban and
rural areas of the Upper Columbia Conference called in during the 2011 Sharathon
to share their stories and financial support of $617,000. By the end of Sharathon,
KGTS, in College Place, Wash., was at $191,000; KPLW, Wenatchee, Wash.,
raised $105,000; Yakima netted $90,000; Spokane's KEEH had $227,000;
and the webcast brought in $4,000 in promised funds. Kevin Krueger, afternoon
host and network general manager, loves hearing the stories shared during these annual
events. "It is absolutely incredible to talk with listeners who call in to make a pledge,
and hear how God is using Positive Life Radio in their life," he says. "Hearing their
stories has changed my life."

NAD Issues Caution on Travel to Mexico

Because of escalating violence throughout Mexico, the North American Division, in
consultation with the General Conference International Crisis Committee, does not
recommend that churches, schools and other organizations travel to Mexico until there
is a significant reduction in the violence. Groups and individuals are therefore urged
to avoid all nonessential travel to Mexico. If a trip becomes necessary, leaders must
review and abide by the U.S. State Department travel warnings, which include travel
restrictions and security precautions for specific areas of the country and obtain all
necessary organizational approvals before committing to any trip.

For additional news visit www.OregonConference.org/news_entries

Events
EVERY GOOD GIFT CONCERT

FOLLOW THE STAR

FOUNTAINVIEW CHRISTMAS CONCERTS

When: January 14, 5:00 pm
Location: Your Bible Speaks Adventist Church

When: December 2-4 & 9-11, 2011
Location: Gladstone Park Conference Center

When: December 6, 7 & 18, 2011
Location: Various Locations

The Portland Chapter of Operation ReachBack, Inc. invites you to come and witness Every Good Gift, a concert in which the participants honor God by sharing their
special gifts, January 14, 5:00 pm at the Your Bible
Speaks Community Adventist Church. Please contact
Jeanine Goodwin at 503-775-6577 for more information, or if you are interested in participating.

Follow the Star, the 10th annual holiday musical celebration and outdoor live nativity event at the Gladstone Conference Center will take place the first two
weekends of December – 2-4 and 9-11. Tours begin
at 6:00 pm on Fridays and 5:00 pm Saturdays and
Sundays. Gates close at 8:30 pm or when the evening's capacity is reached. Invite your friends to attend
with you – admission is free. Be sure to dress for the
weather. For more info visit www.followthestar.us.

Mark your calendars for Fountainview Academy's return
to the Oregon Conference this December! Fountainview Academy Orchestra & Choir will be presenting
their Mary Did You Know? concert tour in three Oregon Conference locations beginning December 6,
7:00 pm at Sunnyside Adventist Church. The following evening, December 7, you can enjoy their holiday performance at the Grants Pass Adventist Church
beginning at 5:30 pm and again at 8:00 pm. Then,
on their way home from California, Fountainview will
stop at Vancouver Adventist Community Church on
December 18 at 7:00 pm. Admission is FREE. For
more information visit www.FountainOfMusic.com.

GLEANERNOW CHRISTMAS
GIVE-AWAYS BEGIN DECEMBER 1

When: Starts December 1, 2011
Location: Your email inbox!
Subscribe to the weekly GleanerNOW! e-newsletter
and you will be automatically entered into the Gleaner
Christmas drawings! Three winners will be announced
each week in the Dec. 1, 8 and 15 e-newsletters.
Each winner will receive a prize pack provided by the
Pacific Press and well-known author, Joe Wheeler. Each
prize pack includes two of Wheeler’s famous Christmas
in My Heart story books, plus a two-DVD pack featuring the Hope Channel series with Wheeler reading 16
of his Christmas stories. Then, on Dec. 22, the grand
prize winner will receive the final prize pack, PLUS a
new Kindle Fire tablet! Visit www.GleanerOnline.org
to subscribe and click on the GleanerNOW! button.
RESCUE IN CONCERT

When: December 17, 6:00 pm
Location: Meadow Glade Adventist Church
Hear Rescue in concert, December 17 at Meadow
Glade Adventist Church! RESCUE is a national awardwinning vocal group based out of Portland, Ore. Over
the past 14 years, RESCUE has toured extensively in
the United States and internationally. They have appeared on television and are played regularly on national radio. Doors open at 5:45 pm, the concert starts
at 6:00 pm. Pick up your free ticket at the Meadow
Glade Church Office. An offering will be taken to benefit Celebrate Me Foundation, CHIP and ACS. Visit
www.meadowglade.com, www.rescuemusic.com or call
360-687-2265 for more information.
for more announcement

GLADSTONE ABC DECEMBER HOURS

When: December 3-4 & 10-11, 2011
Location: Gladstone ABC
The Adventist Book Center will be open additional
hours during the Follow the Star program at the Gladstone Park Conference Center. The additional hours are
from 5:00 pm to 8:00 pm on December 3–4 and
10–11. Holiday sale prices will be in effect. You can
download the Holiday Sale Flyer at www.abcflyer.com.
COLLEGIATE CHURCH AT SUNNYSIDE

When: December 10, 11:20 am
Location: Sunnyside Adventist Church
Plan now to attend a special church service beginning
at 11:20 am on December 10 with Paddy McCoy,
WWU Campus Chaplain. The Sunnyside Adventist
Church is located at 10501 SE Market St, Portland.
For more information on these events call 503-2528080 or contact Katie Harris at 406-750-1370.
CHRISTMAS AROUND THE WORLD

When: December 4, 4:00-6:00 pm
Location: Sunnyside Adventist Church
Christmas Around the World: Come and enjoy a family
adventure. Journey through the sights, sounds and flavors of other countries. Enjoy crafts, music, stories and
tasty treats from around the world. There is a surprise
for each child that dresses in a national costume or who
brings a friend. The program is best for children 4-14.
More info at 503-252-8080

CHRISTMAS GOSPEL VESPERS

When: December 9, 7:00 pm
Location: Pleasant Valley Adventist Church
You're invited to a Christmas Gospel Vespers at Pleasant Valley Church on Friday night, Dec. 9, at 7:00
pm Hood View Junior Academy students in grades
Preschool-8th will display voice and instrument, performing Christmas spirituals like you've never heard before! All are welcome to share in this celebration of the
season! PVC is located at 11125 SE 172nd Ave. in
Happy Valley, one mile north of Sunnyside Rd.
All links are clickable here and elsewhere in the eCommuniqué.

Thank You &
Merry Christmas!!
“We want to extend a huge Thank You
to one of our church members who
donated 300 feet of cedar to the
Holden Convention Center for the
Christmas Season! We truly appreciate
his passion and generosity!
Merry Christmas!!!”

& event information please visit www.oregonconference.org/announcements – this page is updated weekly.

Transitions
Chester Schurch (Cindy) joins the Oregon Conference
from the Palm Springs Church in the Southeastern California Conference to pastor Canyonville/Myrtle Creek.

Paul Kuizinas (Rosie), joining us from Loma Linda,
Calif., to be the Associate Director of Communications
with an emphasis on media.

Caleb Fjarli (Kalli) joins the Big Lake team in the maintenance department.

Steve Behrmann (Elizabeth) finished his interim pastorship in the Canyonville/Myrtle Creek district Dec. 17.

Frank McNeil (April) will be retiring from the the position of pastor at the Madras Church December 31st.
Ruben Bullon (Roselina) will be transferring to the
Texas Conference at the end of December.

December 6 @ 7:00pm - Sunnyside SDA Church
December 7 @ 5:30pm & 8:00pm - Grants Pass SDA Church
December 18 @ 7:00pm - Vancouver Community SDA Church

SUNSET CA L E N DA R
Bend
Eugene
Hood River
Longview
Medford
Newport
Portland

Dec 3

Dec 10

Dec 17

Dec 24

Dec 31

Jan 7

4:28 PM
4:35 PM
4:24 PM
4:28 PM
4:40 PM
4:37 PM
4:28 PM

4:27 PM
4:34 PM
4:23 PM
4:26 PM
4:39 PM
4:36 PM
4:27 PM

4:28 PM
4:35 PM
4:24 PM
4:27 PM
4:40 PM
4:36 PM
4:28 PM

4:31 PM
4:38 PM
4:27 PM
4:30 PM
4:43 PM
4:39 PM
4:31 PM

4:35 PM
4:43 PM
4:32 PM
4:35 PM
4:48 PM
4:44 PM
4:36 PM

4:42 PM
4:50 PM
4:39 PM
4:42 PM
4:55 PM
4:51 PM
4:43 PM
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