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By Dick DuerksenA GLIMPSE INTO

GLADSTONE CAMP MEETING

It was as if the Holy Spirit 
was in Gladstone, painting 
tongues of golden fire on 
those who were choosing 
to be members in ministry.
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BREAD OF LIFE

Locally founded Ultimate Mis-
sion's Bread of Life Health Min-
istry is taking off! Learn more 
about this exciting program!
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CAMP MEETING IN PICTURES

Did you miss Gladstone Camp 
Meeting? Even if you were here, 
take a look at this year's photo 
wrap-up. You might see yourself!
PAGE 2

NOTE WORTHY NEWS

Keep up-to-date on what's 
been happening with news bites 
from around the Northwest and 
around the world. 
PAGE 5

      ach morning about 10 o'clock I walked through    
   the campground to the Junior tent where life was 
     going full throttle. Along the way I prospected 
for "gold nuggets" at the Butterfly playground, was 
thoroughly tempted by the fragrance of fried pron-
topups wafting through the trees, and wondered 
about the shouts that came from the amphitheater 
when the Reptile Man dropped an alligator on 
Pastor Mfune’s head.

From the hilltop I heard 
kids screaming down the 
waterslide, tractors pull-
ing wagons filled with 
“hay riders,” and parrots 
begging for crackers.

I asked a group of senior 
campers which seminars they were attending. The 
list they gave me included almost all of the avail-
able seminars, and each person told me (eagerly) 
that the seminar they had just come from was “the 
very best ever!” "Like college all over again!" "But 

without the grades!!" Everyone laughed and began 
planning what to do after their afternoon nap.

Several times each day I wandered by three of 
the most important locations on the grounds: 
Larry and his audio team in the center of the 
pavilion, Greg and his light boards just in front of 
Larry, and the Conference/BetterLife media team 

in the cool darkness of the 
Media Control Center.

"All good?" I'd ask, hoping 
for the best. This week the 
answers were pretty much 
the same. "All great!" Then 
we'd talk about the obscure 
power surges and other 
electronic glitches that slip 

in uninvited, always at the worst possible moments.

Though much of the campground is loud with 
conversations, singing, laughing, and the joyful 
sounds of children playing, there is one place that 

TRANSITIONS

Learn who we are welcoming to 
our conference and churches, and 
who we will be bidding farewell 
to in this month's Transitions.
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A great way to keep up 
with what's going on in 
the Oregon Conference 
—without wasting paper.

Dick Duerksen



is always quiet. The Garden of Prayer. Walk-
ing  through the green arch is like walking into 
another dimension, a place where quiet rules 
and conversations are whispered personal con-
fidences between servants and The Master. 
Quiet. But a place of extreme energy.

Each evening, as Pastor Mike Tucker began 
his presentation, I watched the sun bathe the 
congregation in a golden glow as it sank over 
Oatfield Road. It was as if the Holy Spirit 
were in Gladstone, painting tongues of golden 
fire on those who were choosing to be mem-
bers in ministry.

I photographed a baptism Friday afternoon. 
One young woman in the baptistery while 
Pastor Ben Lundquist stood outside and per-
formed the “Death of the Old and Life to the 
New” ceremony. The room was filled with an-
gels celebrating along with Madison, her mom, 
two BFFs, and a dozen other young adults.

 If a picture says it all, then this is it!
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Dick Duerksen

It was a quiet and blessed camp meeting with no police calls, no one was trespassed, 
and only four lost children (all of whom were found within 15 minutes). In addition, first aid calls 
were minor with only two ambulances having to be called. You can watch archived videos from the 
live stream at www.OregonConference.org. You can also listen to the daily seminars and programs by 
clicking on the Podcast link on the left side of the page.

Next year's Gladstone Camp Meeting is July 13-15 (Spanish) and July 16-23 (English). See you then! 

A LOOK
    BACK AT

  CAMP 
    MEETING

Photos taken by Gary McLain & Dick Duerksen

Gary McLain



AT A GLANCE...
GLADSTONE CAMP MEETING 2016

During camp meeting, 
Dick Duerksen collected piles 
of socks to wrap invitations 
to this summer's Impact Your 
Health PORTLAND for the
 area's homeless. Learn more 
about Impact Your Health at 

http://bit.ly/2axt3JJ

Children's Amphitheater 
was the place to be in the 
evenings with visits from 

The Reptile Man, The Bird 
Man, and even a horse!

Photos taken by Gary McLain & Dick Duerksen

Watch archived videos of 
each evenings presentation 
and listen to podcasts of 
the daytime seminars at 

www.OregonConference.org



You can see most anything at an Indian 
train station: monkeys, wild dogs and 
of course, people – lots of people. The 
very poor and handicapped frequent 
the train stations. Lepers, amputees, 
mothers who have taught their infants 
to hold out their tiny hands for money, 
young, old, and hungry beg for the few 
rupees that people can spare. One day as 
I was walking to the spot I hoped my train car would 
stop, I saw a thin woman in her thirties, dressed in 
an old brown sari, carrying everything she owned 
wrapped in a blanket on top of her head. I first 
noticed her feet. They were swollen to four times the 
normal size, a sign of severe malnutrition. She walked 
very slowly, taking small steps, each one taken as if 
stepping lightly on sharp stones. She held her hand 
out to a man, and in it was a two rupee coin. The man 
shook his head and motioned her on. As I passed her 
I placed a one hundred rupee bill (about $1.50) in 
her hand. I walked about ten more steps and turned 
back. She had stopped dead in her tracks; tears were 
streaming down her face. Not knowing what to do, I 
turned and walked on, wishing I had given her more. 
But what about the leper and the man with no legs, 
the hungry child – what could I give them? I felt 
completely inadequate. 

In 2013 I organized a medical team to go to In-
dia and train India pastors to do medical missionary 
work. We trained the pastors during the day, and 
in the evening took them into a village and set up 
our medical team in an Adventist church. The Bible 
workers and I would scatter throughout the village, 
telling people that we had a medical team at the 
church. Hundreds of people would come; it gave 
us a chance to give the pastors some hands-on ex-
perience. One particular evening two boys around 
11 years old followed me everywhere I went. They 
spoke a little English, so we laughed and poked fun 
at each other all evening. At the end of the evening, 

standing in the middle of a sea of people, one of the 
boys looked up at me and said, “Sir” (pronounced 
su), “we’re hungry.” I said, “I am sorry, but I have 
no food.” He said, “But su, we haven’t eaten all 
day.” I left those young boys standing there hungry, 
and it nearly broke my heart but there were hundreds 
of people and I could not feed them all. I felt com-
pletely inadequate.  I no longer wondered what the 
disciples must have felt like when Jesus asked them 
to feed the 5,000. The disciples said, “Lord, we 
must send them away,” but Jesus said, “No, you 
feed them!” 

We weighed and measured hundreds of children on 
that trip, and found that 60 percent suffered from 
nutritional stunting due to undernourishment. We 
cried out to God, asking what we could do, and 
an idea started to develop. My friend and mission 
partner, who is a public health nurse, told me that 
because of the filth and contaminated water in India, 
a good share of the nutrition these children were 
getting was spent fighting germs and disease. We 
started to realize that if we could teach the mothers 
of these children to treat or boil their water, teach 
them cleanliness and basic hygiene, it would go a 
long way toward allowing what food they were able 
to eat to build strong minds and healthy bodies. 
We wondered how we could teach hundreds, thou-
sands, even millions of children to wash their hands 
and drink clean water and then God reminded us 
that there were thousands of health training centers in 
small villages and cities throughout India – they were 
called Adventist churches!  

The natural person 
to train a mother 
in India is another 
woman.We found 
that we had a 
ready and willing 
workforce just 
waiting for the 
opportunity – 

the Adventist pastors’ wives. For the last two years 
we have been training the wives of our Adventist 
pastors in India to be medical missionaries. Through 
the Adventist East Central Indian Union Women’s 
Ministries Department, we stipend forty-two women 
and ask them to make eight home visits a day, five 
days per week. These women are currently making 
over 50,000 health visits a year. We pay each 
woman 2,000 rupees a month plus expenses (about 
$45; their husbands make around $65.) Our plans 
are to find sponsors in America for these women so 
that we can train and hire hundreds more.

We came to God with our meager loaves and 
fishes and He has multiplied them beyond our 
wildest dreams. He has shown us how to feed 
the world the bread of life through the Adven-
tist health message. This simple message is still 
the right arm of ministry and is currently doing 
a powerful work in India through Ultimate Mis-
sion’s Healthy Heart India Team.

By Jim Reynolds
Photos courtesy of Jim Reynolds

ULTIMATE MISSION ENTERS 
NEW TERRITORY WITH BREAD OF LIFE



NOTE WORTHY...
Big Lake Youth Camp Loses Long time staff memBer
Big Lake staff member, Brian Robak, age 28, fell to his death while returning 
from the summit of Mt. Washington Thursday afternoon, June 3. Brian’s rela-
tionship with Big Lake Youth Camp began when he was a camper, then a staff 
member in training, and finally with eight summers and two winters as a full-time 
staff member. A memorial service was held for Brian at Big Lake on July 23. 
Read more from the Gleaner at http://bit.ly/2auYTWg.

npuC memBership tops 100,000
Membership in the North Pacific Union Conference (NPUC) has topped 
100,000 for the first time, according to official reports issued June 30. The 
union had 5,600 members when it was originally formed in 1906. Read more 
at http://bit.ly/2aalR1S.

npuC nominating Committee invites Comments
The North Pacific Union Conference (NPUC) nominating committee will meet 
Wednesday, Aug. 17, to consider candidates to replace outgoing NPUC Presi-
dent Max Torkelsen. Torkelsen will officially retire at the upcoming NPUC constitu-
ency session on Sept. 25. The nominating committee is expected to approve a 
recommended name for the presidential position to be voted on by delegates at the 
constituency session. Northwest members are encouraged to send comments for the 
committee to consider during its Aug. 17 meeting. Visit http://bit.ly/2ahAV0s to 
learn how you can share your thoughts.

adventist ChurCh in austraLia to reLease major CinematiC projeCt
After years of planning, fundraising and production, Chester Stanley, former 
president of the Seventh-day Adventist Church in Australia, saw his dream come 
true with the completion of the Tell the World cinematic production, which tells 
the history of the global denomination’s pioneers. Tell the World was produced 
by Hope Channel, the official broadcast network of the Seventh-day Adventist 
Church in Australia. It is also the largest media production in the denomination’s 
history. Its story of the birth and development of the early Advent movement 
was brought to life by 95 actors, 157 crew members and 1,000 extras. Read 
more about this project at http://bit.ly/2axADE7.

1,722 peopLe get free heaLth Care in West virginia
Seventh-day Adventist volunteers provided more than $6.5 million in free medi-
cal services to 1,722 patients over three days at the first small-town mega-clinic 
organized by the Your Best Pathway to Health organization in the United States. 
The event in Beckley, West Virginia, attracted long lines of patients from across 
the state and even from the nation’s capital, Washington, D.C. located a four-
hour drive away. Read more at http://bit.ly/2andMKI.

miChigan's Camp au saBLe Loses staff memBer to droWning
On July 23, Camp Au Sable tragically lost a summer staff member, George 
Jameson, to a drowning accident. George was part of the horse barn depart-
ment. Having the afternoon off several staff members decided to spend some 
time at a lake about 10 minutes away from the camp. While in the lake, George 
called out for help and then sank despite attempts by other staff to rescue him.  
Staff were finally able to find him and pull him out. Despite efforts to resuscitate 
George, he passed away. Read more on this story at http://bit.ly/2aneho7.

CentraL CaLifornia Camp WaWona staff memBers dies
A Pacific Union College student drowned while swimming in a river during his day 
off from his job as a summer camp employee in the U.S. state of California. Kevin 
Canavan, a business major who would have begun his final year in the fall, had 
just turned 21 in late June. Canavan went missing on July 5 while on an outing 
at the Merced River with friends from the Adventist-run camp. His body was 
found the next day. Read more from Adventist Review at http://bit.ly/2aaoCkD.

adventist heaLth named "most Wired" for 2016
For the third consecutive year, Adventist Health has been named one of the na-
tion’s most wired health systems in a survey conducted by Hospitals & Health 
Networks magazine. Hospitals & Health Networks recently released its 18th 
annual list of the nation's "Most Wired" hospitals, recognizing more than 300 
hospitals. Most Wired organizations use information technology to better con-
nect care providers and patients. They must meet a set of rigorous criteria across 
four operational categories, including infrastructure, business and administrative 
management, clinical quality and safety, and clinical integration (connecting inpa-
tient and outpatient services, physicians and patients). About 680 hospitals and 
health systems representing more than 2,146 hospitals—roughly 34 percent of 
all U.S. hospitals—took part in the survey. For more details about the award, visit 
http://www.hhnmostwired.com.

neW report saYs reCord 1.26 miLLion peopLe joined ChurCh in 2015
An all-time record 1.26 million people joined the Seventh-day Adventist 
Church in 2015 as the number of daily accessions matched those first seen when 
the Holy Spirit was poured out on the early Christian church, according to the 
Adventist Church’s new 2016 Annual Statistical Report. Read more at from the 
Adventist Review at http://bit.ly/2a0i3nA

CoLLege pLaCe man aWarded frenCh Legion of honor
Cardinal K. “Keith” Gibbons, 92, holds the distinction of being an American 
decorated as a chevalier of the French Legion of Honor. The College Place 
man received a decree signed on May 4 by the president of the French Repub-
lic. Keith received his medal in the mail and has been wearing it on the jacket 
he wears as a 20-year volunteer at Walla Walla General Hospital. Read his 
fascinating story from the Union Bulletin at http://bit.ly/2acfEYs.

adventist heaLth names neW portLand president and Ceo
David Russell will become the new president and CEO of Adventist Medical 
Center and Adventist Health Medical Group in Portland, effective August 
15. David has been serving as senior vice president and chief operating officer 
under CEO Joyce Newmyer. This transition will allow Joyce to focus on her 
role as president of the Pacific Northwest Region. Read more from Adventist 
Health at http://bit.ly/2ahF4Bi.

For additional news visit http://www.oregonconference.org/news_entries.



Transitions
Marion Miller (Elva) has taken on the role of pastor for 
the Madras and Prinville congregations.

Tom Nicholas (Sarah) has stepped into the role of in-
tern pastor for Reedsport and Coos Bay churches.

Katia Fajardo has joined the Oregon Conference as 
headquarters custodian.

Rod Green (Norma) has left his position as office cus-
todian for Oregon Conference headquarters to enjoy 
retirement fulltime.

Linda Olson (Rich) has resigned her postion as Senior 
Accounting Clerk for the Oregon Conference.

Gayle Hill (Randy) has joined the Conference office 
team as Accounting Clerk.

Dan Nicola (Jane) has transitioned from his position 
as principal of Portland Adventist Academy to that of 
Education Superintendent for the Oregon Conference.

Dianna Mohr (Calvin) will be transitioning her postion 
as head teacher for Sutherlin Adventist Christian School 
to that of head teacher for the new school in Cottage 
Grove Christian School.

Carol McLeod is transitioning from her position as 
Education Superintendent for the Oregon Conference 
to that of teaching 1st and 2nd grade at Journey 
Christian School.

Megan Morton will be joining the Oregon Conference 
teaching team from Baker Adventist Christian School 
in eastern Oregon. She'll be the new head teacher for 
Gold Coast Christian School.

Richard Rasmussen is joining us from the Idaho Con-
ference where he principaled Beacon Christian School. 
He will be taking the position of principal and teacher 
at Grants Pass Adventist School.

Debby Delaney (James) has joined the Oregon Con-
ference as Executive Assistant for the Vice President.

Andre Scalfani (Irma) has joined the Oregon Confer-
ence from the Norwegian Union. He will be pastoring 
the Sutherlin and Winston churches.

CAPTURING GOD'S HANDIWORK... 
Share your photos that capture our amazing world for inclusion in an upcoming issue of the eCommuniqué! 
Email your photos to krissy.barber@oc.npuc.org. All photos are subject to approval before publishing. Digital high quality (200 dpi or higher), please.

CAMP MEETING FINERY
By Gary McLain



Events
NAD ACS CONVENTION

When: September 7-10, 2016
Location: Gladstone, Ore.
Save $100 on the registration fee for the ACS Con-
vention September 7-10 in Gladstone, Ore. Hosted 
by the North American Division it is co-sponsored by 
the North Pacific Union Conference. Register before 
July 31st and your cost is only $150 (seven meals 
included). It isn’t often that this convention comes to 
the northwest. Workshops will include: Extreme Servo-
lution: Innovative Community Outreach That Makes an 
Impact; Social Justice; Community Assessment; Hun-
ger in America: The Evolving Story of Food Banks & 
Food Assistance and more. Register or learn more at 
www.communityservices.org/acs-convention.

NATIVE AMERICAN CAMP MEETING

When: September 9-10, 2016
Location: Wapato, Wash.
The Native American camp meeting is September 9-10, 
2016. The main speaker will be Monte Church; Di-
rector of Native American Ministries for North Pacific 
Union Conference. Other speakers include Dr. Coyote 
Short, professor of Geology at Idaho State Univer-
sity, speaking on petroglyphs and the Biblical record. 
Tom Matheson from Montana, will present a seminar 
on suicide prevention. Breakfast is provided Sabbath 
and Sunday. Sabbath lunch is a potluck (Salmon bake 
provided) and Sabbath supper is provided.  There are 
on site tent sites available as well as RV slots with full 
hookups available by reservation. For information con-
tact the All Nations Center at 509-877-0960 or 
email allnationscenter@embarqmail.com

PATTERNS OF EVIDENCE

When: September 11, 4:00 pm
Location: Castle Rock Adventist Church
“Patterns of Evidence” investigates archeological evi-
dence for the Exodus. Many will be interested in this 
spectacular Creation film. Bring yourself and a friend. 
Castle Rock Elementary School, September 11, 4:00 
pm. Sponsored by the Castle Rock Adventist Church. 
Questions? Call Wanda at 360-967-2165

SHADOW EMPIRE SERIES

September 15-17, 2016
Location: Castle Rock Adventist Church
“Shadow Empire” The rise and fall of religious freedom. 
Coming to Castle Rock on September 15-17, 7:00 
pm. 4-part sessions on the consequences of a church 
driven by the government, and explore what that means 
for our lives today. DVD featuring Shawn Boonstra. 
Location: Castle Rock Adventist Church. Questions? 
Call Wanda at 360-967-2165.

WILDFIRE: ALIGHT WITH GOD'S GLORY

When: August 12-13, 2016
Location: Auburn, Wash.
Wildfire is equipping Northwest youth and young 
adults to take the gospel to the world. Alight with 
God's Glory will be held August 12-13, in Auburn, 
Wash. Keynote speakers include Randy Maxwell and 
Matthew Kirk. Learn to communicate with God be-
yond please and thank you. Understand God’s plan 
for you and join Him in reaching the world. Grow your 
outreach skills and interact with speakers who won’t just 
preach at you. Register now at www.startawildfire.org.

NAD HEALTH SUMMIT

When: September 28-October 2, 2016
Location: Camp Hope, BC Canada
The regional health summit will be held in Canada at 
Camp Hope, September 28-October 2. Speakers in-
clude Elder Dan Jackson, and Drs. Zeno Charles-Mar-
cel, Fred Hardinge, and Katia Reinert. There will also 
be presentations on Adventist Recovery Ministries, Fit-
ness for Life, Diabetes Undone, and many more. Learn 
and share ways to reach the world with the Adventist 
message of hope, healing, and health. Register by Sep-
tember 15 at http://www.nadhealthsummit.com. 

IMPACT YOUR HEALTH PORTLAND 2016

When: August 26-28, 2016
Location: Portland Adventist Academy
Get ready for Impact Your Health Portland 2016 hap-
pening this August! This free medical, dental, and vision 
clinic will happen August 26-28 at Portland Adventist 
Academy in Portland. Volunteers needed include phys-
cians, nurses, EMTs, physical therapists, social workers, 
mental health counselors, optometrists, dentists, hygien-
ists, translators, greeters, registration workers/coordina-
tors, food coordinators, security staff, prayer warriors, 
and many others! Learn how you can help and volun-
teer at www.AmenSDA.org/mission/info/Portland-OR. 
Contact Jenny Jin at jenny@JinFamily.com or 408-
805-5864, or Carl Parker at PeopleMinistries@gmail.
com or at 971-803-2337. This event is sponsored 
by Adventist Medical Evangelism Network - AMEN. 

All links are clickable here and elsewhere in the eCommuniqué.

   SUNSET CALENDAR
  Aug 6                Aug 13                Aug 20                Aug 27                Sept 3               Sept 10

Bend
Eugene
Hood River
Longview
Medford
Newport
Portland

8:23 PM
8:31 PM
8:29 PM
8:35 PM
8:25 PM
8:36 PM
8:33 PM

8:13 PM
8:21 PM
8:18 PM
8:25 PM
8:16 PM
8:26 PM
8:22 PM

8:03 PM
8:10 PM
8:06 PM
8:13 PM
8:06 PM
8:15 PM
8:11 PM

7:51 PM
7:58 PM
7:54 PM
8:01 PM
7:55 PM
8:03 PM
7:58 PM

7:38 PM
7:46 PM
7:41 PM
7:47 PM
7:43 PM
7:50 PM
7:46 PM

7:26 PM
7:33 PM
7:28 PM
7:34 PM
7:31 PM
7:37 PM
7:32 PM
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For more announcement 
& event information, visit 
http://bit.ly/1eN3VpV.

This page is updated 
each week.


