
 

        he tents are coming down and the benches 
    are all put away, but the memories of this year’s 
Gladstone Camp Meeting will long remain.  

After a momentous GC session during the begin-
ning of July, many expect-
ed heated debates, and 
tension with camp meet-
ing so close on the heels 
of the decisions made in 
San Antonio. That didn’t 
prove to be the case how-
ever. Instead, a climate of 
renewed mission, hope, 
and encouragement prevailed in Gladstone, all 
further encouraged by this year ’s theme, “Called 
to Love… Members in Ministry.” 

Many spoke of new insights gained from Lee Ven-
den’s thought-provoking evening presentations in 
the Plaza Pavilion. They also spoke of the excep-

tionally friendly atmosphere of this year’s camp 
meeting attendees, staff, and volunteers. People 
were regularly heard thanking and encouraging each 
other and generally recognizing the value of those 
around them.

In addition to the evening 
presentations, the day-
time seminars and events 
drew sometimes standing-
room-only crowds. Hav-
ing received a great deal 
of publicity during the 
two weeks before camp 

meeting, the seminars on earthquake prepared-
ness, and the anticipated Cascadian event, were 
VERY popular and interest exceeded the room’s 
capacity. Fortunately, recordings of these two 
presentations (along with most of the other 
seminars) are available through the ABC.
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DESTINATION PARADISE

Sharon Church was transformed 
into a tropical paradise in June 
for vacation bible school and a 
chance to minister to kids!
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WOMEN IN MINISTRY

President Reimche takes a look at 
the vote on women's ordination 
at July's GC session and where 
we might go from here.
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T By Krissy Barber

People were regularly heard 
thanking and encouraging each 
other as they recognized the 
value of those around them.

NOTE WORTHY NEWS

Bits of news from around the 
Conference and around the 
world that we thought you 
might find interesting.
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TRANSITIONS

With summer comes the season of 
transition, it seems. Read who will 
be joining us in the OC and who 
will be starting a new adventure.
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For younger generations, activities ranged from 
crafts to obstacle courses, and from commu-
nity service projects to a trip to the beach. 
Ages 3-10 were encouraged to “Imagine 
God’s Universe” and spent one evening after 
the program exploring the beautiful night sky 
through telescopes.

Among the community service aspects of 
camp meeting, this year’s annual blood drive 
exceeded the two-day goal, meaning 345 pa-
tients will receive the gift of life through blood. 
The Adventist Community Services Disaster 
Response (ACS-DR) team distributed “flood 
buckets” at their booth in the Exhibit Tent. 
The bright yellow buckets were for attendees 
to take home, fill with cleaning supplies (a list 
was provided), then return the filled buckets 
to their local ACS Center for distribution to 
families who experience a flood or similar di-
saster. One person, who teaches nursing at a 
public college, took 21 buckets so she could 
assign the project to her nursing students. 
On Friday morning, this year’s Fun Run/Walk 
saw more than 200 participants of all ages, 
including 88-year-old Franklin Gearhart who 
crossed the line with a smile on his face!

If you weren’t able to attend this year’s Glad-
stone Camp Meeting, you can still get a taste 
of the experience by watching each evening’s 
program, the Sabbath morning service, and 
reading the daily newspaper, the Gladstone 
Gazette, on the Oregon Conference website 
at www.OregonConference.org.

Next year’s Gladstone Camp Meeting will 
begin with Spanish Camp Meeting, July 14-
16, followed by English Camp Meeting, July 
19-23. Hope to see you there! 

OUR PLACE TO SERVE
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more important than 
the events taking place 
at the general Confer-

ence is the fact that 
god has called us to 
the mission of sharing 

Him in our world.

Ben Dalusong, jr.

a very significant decision was made on July 
8th concerning an issue some see as potentially 
impacting the unity of the seventh-day ad-
ventist Church. that decision, by the general 
Conference in business session, was to not al-
low individual divisions to make their own de-
termination regarding the ordination of women 
within their territories. 

This decision led to a flurry of social media comments, 
videos, and books, and has caused great concern for 
the Adventist church in some circles. Let me address 
a couple of the questions that have been circulating 
since that decision.

Does this action mean that there 
are to be no women in pastoral 
leadership? No. The General 
Conference in session previously 
approved women as pastors with 
commissioned credentials, and 
approved ordaining women as 
elders and deaconesses. Noth-
ing in the vote this last General 
Conference has made changes to 
those previous decisions.

How does the oregon Con-
ference respond to women 
who have been called by god 
into pastoral ministry? We are not recommending 
women for ordination at the present time. However, 
we do believe that God has placed a call for pasto-
ral ministry on both men and women. We will con-
tinue commissioning services for women in agreement 
with the global church, while looking at all possible 
ways of affirming the Holy Spirit's plan to unleash 
God's whole family in ministry.

What conclusions can be drawn from this discus-
sion and vote?  The most obvious result of this 
vote was that divisions should not make decisions 
separate from the world church. But maybe the ob-
vious is not the same in God’s eyes as ours. In fact 
the Bible is clear that God has called all to be func-

tional parts of the body. Could it be that what we 
thought was a vote against women was rather God 
keeping us from maintaining a hierarchal concept of 
ordination? Globally, the church's view of ordina-
tion has continued to be that of a successionary 
hierarchal model. This cannot be blessed by God. 
Had it been a "yes" vote, there would be no further 
need to understand ordination/commissioning and 
our current thinking would be enshrined.

Beyond the questions which will continue to cir-
culate, please understand that this decision does 
not detract from being "Called by God to Go...." 
More important than the events taking place at the 

General Conference is the fact 
that God has called us to the 
mission of sharing Him in our 
world. We–everyone that He 
calls to ministry–need to use 
every resource that God gives 
us to meet this task. Our task 
requires that every "member 
in ministry" is fully engaged. 
Those who are called by Christ 
and respond to that call need 
to be acknowledged by the 
body of Christ and entrusted 
to serve.

Ephesians 4:11-16 states that 
God gave servant-leadership 

gifts “so that the body of Christ may be built up....
From Him the whole body, joined and held together 
by every supporting ligament, grows and builds itself 
up in love, as each part does its work."

To complete the task given us by God will take 
every "supporting ligament." We call each member 
in the Oregon Conference to pray with Christ in 
unity (John 17) that God clarifies His call to each 
member in ministry in the Oregon Conference, that 
each member knows the motivation of His Spirit and 
freedom to joyfully serve in and from a supportive 
congregation, and that today, you will be blessed 
by God to call others to know and share His love 
as never before. 

Ben Dalusong, Jr.
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Women in ministry 
anD orDination

By Al Reimche



Looking for a job that has 
a Christ-centered mission?

• Medical Assistants
• Care Coordinator
• Certified Coder
• Sous Chef

• RNs
• Clinic Scribe
• RAD Tech
• Staff Development Coord.

Join TRMC!

To apply visit: http://www.adventisthealth.org/trmc/careers
To inquire: TRMCcareers@ah.org

  Destination
              ParaDise
the mission of sharon Church is this: to welcome with love, 
and minister to our church, our family and our community.
that mission was put into action with this year ’s vacation Bible 
school and promoted the theme ‘Destination Paradise’

During the week of June 15-19, Sharon Church’s simple basement was 
transformed into a tropical island paradise of undersea animals and monkey 
pod tree complete with hanging branches and swinging monkeys! There 
were tropical flowers and plants, as well as decorated stations to add even 
more adventure to the island tropics.

Each evening, children were welcomed by ‘travel agents’ who guided the 
children in songs, memory verses, and God’s word.  

There were approximately 30 children ranging in age from 3-12. 
They were given a guided tour throughout the Island, where stations 
of games (Finn’s Surf Shop), crafts (Conch Cove), and fish (Sun Rise 
Reef) were presented. 

Evenings ended with the roundup of the day’s events, a theme song, 
memory verses, and a snack. 

On Sabbath, parents attended a special presentation by the children 
where they received certificates, sang songs, and recited the memory 
verses. It all ended with wonderful fellowship downstairs directly after 
the presentation for refreshments.

Submitted by Denise Williams

Evenings ended with a roundup of the day’s events, 

the theme song, memory verses, and a snack! 

Health & Ed 4 Nepal

Crafts, games, stories, music, 

and snacks were all part of the fun!



note WortHy...
Maranatha's First Us UltiMate WorkoUt iMpacts nW
Maranatha Volunteers International successfully completed their first Ultimate 
Workout in the United States at Milo Adventist Academy in Days Creek, Ore. 
Approximately 90 individuals participated in the mission trip during June, a 
third of whom were Milo students enrolled in a summer work program. Partici-
pants demolished old decks on staff housing and rebuilt new ones; painted the 
interior of the boys' and girls' dorms; and completed various landscaping efforts 
on campus. In addition, they worked with community outreach projects and 
cleaned up a local teen shelter in Medford, Ore. This is the 25th year Mara-
natha has coordinated the Ultimate Workout, a mission trip geared for teenagers 
in high school. Read more on Maranatha's website http://bit.ly/1TyIeN6.

npUc Will revist ordination stance
Prior to the 2015 General Conference Session, the North Pacific Union Confer-
ence (NPUC) executive committee voted to call a special constituency session to 
address the issue of ordination as it relates to the call of women pastors within the 
NPUC. The committee voted to hold the special session after the world church 
vote on whether or not world divisions could make provision for the ordination of 
women within their own territories. They did so to ensure that any further NPUC 
actions would be done within the context of the most recent world church deci-
sions. The next scheduled meeting for the NPUC executive committee is Wednes-
day, August 19. At that meeting, the committee will determine how to proceed 
in light of the action taken regarding the ordination of women at July’s General 
Conference Session business meeting.

neW plr translator in coeUr d'alene
KEEH 104.9 FM, the Positive Life Radio affiliate serving greater Spokane, 
Wash., is now heard via a new translator station covering Coeur d'Alene, Idaho, 
on 103.5 FM. This year marks the 22nd anniversary for KEEH. Recently the sta-
tion received a nationwide award for its "Truth Street" spots, with person-on-the-
street comments about the 52 top spiritual topics from www.Bibleinfo.com. Listen 
to these audio spots online at http://bit.ly/1Paj2vf or use them at your church or 
school. And, whenever you are in the Spokane or Coeur d'Alene areas, listen to 
KEEH/PLR at 104.9 or 103.5 FM.

adventists ranked Most racially diverse religioUs groUp in Us
According to the Pew Research Center, Seventh-day Adventists are the most 
racially diverse group in the U.S. The study included 29 groups, including 
Protestants and other religious groups and subsets of religious unaffiliated. After 
collating the data, Pew gave Seventh-day Adventists a score of 9.1 in the 
Herfindahl-Hirschman Index, well above the national average of 6.6, where 66 
percent of church membership are white. The Pew report defines a denomina-
tion as diverse if no racial or ethnic group amounts to more than 40 percent 
of its adult membership. The report includes three subsets of people who are 
unaffiliated religiously: atheists, agnostics and “nothing in particular.” Read more 
from the Adventist Review online at http://bit.ly/1HJcZs7 and from the Pew 
Research Center website at http://bit.ly/1L9iBkf.

BethleheM BUrns doWn
The Bethlehem village created by the Journey Adventist Church in Kelso, Wash., was 
significantly damaged by fire early on the morning of July 29. The extensive outdoor 
set was used for the church’s annual Journey to Bethlehem community program, each 
Christmas season. Props and costumes collected over the years were also destroyed 
in this week’s fire. Jim Wibberding, church pastor, says the fire is cause for much 
prayer and discussion among members about the annual community outreach, which 
has been produced by the church for nearly two decades. Church member Annette 
Koelsch, who has worked with the event planning for many years, says citizens from 
the community have already contacted the church, asking how they can help. For more 
information on how you can help, email the church at journeyadventist@gmail.com.

orlando JUnior acadeMy to receive kitchen hoUse & cUlinary garden
A new kitchen house & culinary garden will soon be coming to Orlando Jr. 
Academy, in Orlando, Fla., thanks to generous contributions by the Emeril Lagasse 
Foundation and Florida Hospital for Children. The facility will include a 2,000 
sq.ft. garden, and inside, a state-of-the-art teaching kitchen with four cooking sta-
tions. The entryway will be a reception area and retail store that will sell products 
including as jams and pickles made by the students. It's expected to open in the 
spring of 2016. Read more from the NAD at http://bit.ly/1DQPy52.

thoUsands line Up For Free health care in spokane
More than 3,100 individuals received free medical and dental care during the 
Your Best Pathway to Health (YBPTH) event held Aug. 3-4 in Spokane, 
Wash. More than 1,000 medical and support volunteers provided the free 
services, including 319 surgical services. The free clinic, patterned after similar 
events in California and San Antonio, Texas, was a service of Adventist-laymen’s 
Services and Industries (ASI) in partnership with national and regional Adventist 
church entities. The community-wide effort was co-sponsored by the Spokane 
mayor ’s office as well as that of the Spokane County commissioner. Read more 
from the Adventist Review at http://bit.ly/1PnMaQq. Explore the health clinic 
on the North American Division Flickr at http://bit.ly/1KjT6cS.

neW Walla Walla University chUrch pastor
The Walla Walla University (WWU) Church has welcomed Jenniffer Ogden 
to the pastoral staff. Ogden will be a role model for both young women and 
young men on the WWU campus, as well as having the primary responsibility of 
developing ministry for children, families and the local community. She previously 
served as an associate pastor at the Hinsdale Adventist Church in Hinsdale, Ill., 
where she worked with young adults and as the pastor for “180,” the contem-
porary service at the church. Before her time in Hinsdale, she was a youth and 
associate pastor in Green Bay, Wis., at the Green Bay, Sturgeon Bay and Fish 
Creek churches. Read more on WWU's website at http://bit.ly/1Nempmx.

Walla Walla school oF nUrsing accreditation
The Walla Walla University (WWU) School of Nursing was granted continuing 
accreditation for the bachelor of science nursing program with removal of warn-
ing by the Accreditation Commission for Education in Nursing (ACEN) at a 
meeting of the ACEN on July 10, 2015. This decision comes following an 
ACEN site visit and program review in February 2015 after WWU appealed 
a July 2014 decision by the ACEN to deny continuing accreditation of the 
program. The nursing program remained accredited throughout the appeal and 
review process. The initial denial of continued accreditation was issued when the 
university failed to meet one standard: that all WWU School of Nursing faculty 
members must possess at least a master ’s degree. As of January 2015, 100 
percent of the nursing faculty had a master ’s degree in nursing. Learn more on 
WWU's website at http://bit.ly/1J79ssW.

For additional news visit http://www.oregonconference.org/news_entries.



Transitions
Juan Pacheco (Patricia) has transitioned from the 
Tillamook Spanish congregation to Tualatin Span-
ish, but will continue pastoring at the Beaverton 
Spanish church.

marco Quarteroli has added a Portland/Tigard 
area Spanish church plant to his current assignment 
at Mosaic.

sam moreno (Wendy) has returned from semi-
nary, and is pastoring the Keizer Spanish company, 
as well as helping start a multi-ethnic congregation 
in the Keizer area.

sam tahay (Teresa) has transitioned from the 
Keizer and Tualatin Spanish congregations to the 
Canby and Tillamook Spanish congregations.

edwin Vargas (Lisanette) has transitioned from 
Remix and Canby Spanish to Remix and working 
with Marco Quarteroli to plant a Portland/Tigard 
area Spanish congregation.

Lonnie Wibberding (Melanie) has joined the 
Oregon Conference as the pastor of the Turning 
Point and Glide congregations.

terrie griebel (Del) has joined the Oregon 
Conference as a part-time women’s ministries field 
coordinator for the member ministries department.

Laura Pascoe (William) has joined the Oregon 
Conference as a part-time disaster response field 
coordinator for the member ministries department.

Benjamin tello (Hogla) is the interim pastor for 
the Salem Spanish congregation.

tyler martin will be joining the Oregon Confer-
ence as a new youth pastor in Bend. 

arthur ordelheide has moved from his teaching 
position at the Tillamook Adventist School to a 
new role as the year-round program director for 
Big Lake Youth Camp.

Bob Uhrig (Sherri) has transitioned from pastor-
ing at the Gladstone Park church to the Chesa-
peake Conference.



Events
imPaCt yoUr HeaLtH–eUgene

When: september 26-27, 2015
Location: Lane County Fairgrounds
Impact Your Health – Eugene will be happening Sep-
tember 26-27 at the Lane County Fairgrounds. This 
large medical evangelism event will need 20 dentists, 
10 dental hygienists, and 40 dental assistants, as well 
as eye care professionals and other volunteers to make it 
a success! Help relieve the pain and suffering of others 
by volunteering for this exciting event! Watch the video 
by Mark Finley (http://bit.ly/1KsmNbX) and share it 
with your friends and church members to help make this 
event a success! If you are interested in volunteering 
you can sign up at http://impactyourhealtheugene.org.

FinanCiaL PeaCe UniVersity

When: sundays, sep.13-nov.15, 2015
Location: Pleasant Valley adventist Church
Financial Peace University is coming to Pleasant Val-
ley Adventist Church (PVC)! We all need a plan 
for our money. Financial Peace University (FPU) is 
that plan! It teaches God's ways of handling money. 
Through video teaching, class discussions and inter-
active small group activities, FPU presents biblical, 
practical steps to get from where you are to where 
you've dreamed you could be. This plan will show 
you how to get rid of debt, manage your money, 
spend and save wisely, and much more! FPU classes 
meet for around an hour and a half each week for nine 
weeks. Open to the community! Sign up on-line at 
http://bit.ly/1j4tmZb. PVC is located at 11125 
SE 172nd Ave in Happy Valley, Ore.

VesPers ConCert – BeHinD enemy Lines

When: august 29, 7:00 pm
Location: Hood View adventist Church
Attend a vespers concert by cross generational wor-
ship team, Behind Enemy Lines on August 29 at 
7:00 pm at Hood View Adventist Church. They 
will also be performing for the morning worship ser-
vice at 11:00 am. They share many styles of mu-
sic, but with one spirit. Come enjoy classics, gos-
pel, Celtic, acappella, and contemporary music. The 
Hood View Adventist Church is located at 26775 
SE Kelso Road, in Boring, Ore.

nPUC CHiLDren's LeaDersHiP ConFerenCe

When: september 24-27, 2015
Location: Doubletree by Hilton, Portland, ore.
If you interact with children from birth to earliteens, 
you’ll want to attend the Children’s Leadership Con-
ference scheduled for Sept. 24-27 at the Double-
tree by Hilton in Portland, Ore. The event will not 
only feature 90 seminar training options, but also 
general sessions, network support building and an 
environment that fosters further ideas. Children's min-
istry leaders, elementary teachers, parents, pastors, 
VBS leaders, or Adventurer leaders will find topics 
of interest here. Presentations will be conducted by 
Brenda Walsh, Tina Houser, Dan Linrud, Terry John-
sson, Aunt Bessie, Sherri Uhrig, Lisa and Brad Gary, 
and many more. Registration is $99/person through 
Sept.1. Lodging is discounted through Aug. 31. 
To register visit www.OregonConference.org or call 
360-857-7033.

neWstart HeaLtH & WeLLness 
seminar/eXPo

When: september 14-20, 2015
Location: Lents adventist Church
NEWSTART Health. Live well. Naturally. Join us 
September 14-20 at Lents Adventist Church for a 
free healthy cooking school and health seminars. Topics 
including diabetes, heart disease, obesity, weight loss, 
as well as how to improve your overall health and and 
increase your energy. You'll also learn how you can 
lower your health care costs. On September 20, a 
free health expo  will be held from 10:00 am-5:00 
pm, including health screenings such as blood pressure 
reading, glucose reading, lung capacity, and cardiac 
fitness as well as massage, food demos/samples, live 
music and more! The Lents Adventist Church is lo-
cated at 8815 SE Woodstock Blvd in Portland, Ore. 
Call 503-774-7290 for more information.

VesPers ConCert at sUnnysiDe

When: september 12, 6:00 pm
Location: sunnyside adventist Church
Close the Sabbath on September 12 at Sunnyside 
Adventist Church by attending a vesper concert bene-
fitting People to People Ministries' Weekend Backpack 
Program. This special concert will feature youth and 
young adults in music ministry including Allison Cheng, 
the 300 Watts String Trio, and others. Vespers will 
begin at 6:00 pm. Sunnyside Adventist Church is 
located at 10501 SE Market St., in Portland, Ore.

All links are clickable here and elsewhere in the eCommuniqué.

   
sUnset CaLenDar

 Aug 1               Aug 8              Aug 15              Aug 22              Aug 29               Sep 5
Bend
Eugene
Hood River
Longview
Medford
Newport
Portland

8:31 PM
8:38 PM
8:36 PM
8:43 PM
8:32 PM
8:43 PM
8:40 PM

8:22 PM
8:29 PM
8:27 PM
8:34 PM
8:24 PM
8:34 PM
8:31 PM

8:12 PM
8:19 PM
8:16 PM
8:23 PM
8:14 PM
8:24 PM
8:20 PM

8:00 PM
8:08 PM
8:04 PM
8:11 PM
8:04 PM
8:12 PM
8:09 PM

7:49 PM
7:56 PM
7:52 PM
7:58 PM
7:52 PM
8:00 PM
7:56 PM

7:36 PM
7:43 PM
7:39 PM
7:45 PM
7:41 PM
7:48 PM
7:43 PM
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For more announcement 
& event information, visit 
http://bit.ly/1en3VpV.

this page is updated 
each week.


