
 

     o to Oregon Camp Meeting. Stand in the 
   Main Plaza.

Wait long enough, and you’ll see just about any-
one who’s ever been an Adventist here.

That’s not literally true, of course – but some-
times, it seems that way. “Camp Meeting is like a 
family gathering,” says Al Reimche, President of 
the Oregon Conference. “Lots of people come 
who don’t attend church anymore – but this is 
where they come back to reconnect.”

One of those who came back this year was the 
evening speaker, Dwight K. Nelson. Thousands 
know him as the pastor of Pioneer Memorial 
Church; hundreds of thousands have heard him 
speak on TV. But in Roseburg, Fall Creek, Myrtle 
Point, Coquille, and Salem, they remember when 
he was their pastor. In fact, Nelson was ordained 
at Oregon Camp Meeting in 1979.

“The theme for this year ’s Camp Meeting is 
‘Coming Home Again” – and it’s like this theme 

was chosen for us,” says Nelson. “We have so 
many friends here in Oregon; we have so many 
memories of Camp Meeting on these grounds. It 
is truly an honor to share this festive occasion.”

Even if you didn’t know someone at Camp 
Meeting, you could often identify them by their 
clothing. Cleaning staff wore orange polo shirts, 
while Hospitality wore blue, Security red, and 
Maintenance green. Apricot? Evangelism Train-
ing Camp. Burnt-orange? Big Lake Youth Camp. 
Black polo shirts were tricky; they could mean a 
pastor, a staff member for Juniors (grades 5-6), 
or a member of the Oregon Adventist Men’s 
Chorus. But if you saw someone dressed as a 
cowboy, they definitely worked with children. 
And most striking of all were the purple and 
green T-shirts worn by Teens (grades 7-8) – T-
shirts that proclaimed, “no place like home.”

But along with them and everyone else at Camp 
Meeting, you would have seen Jesus. Maybe 
in a sermon. Maybe in the music of the Oregon 
Adventist Men’s Chorus; maybe in the kindness 

I  GET TO SEE GOD.. .

Every year volunteers make 
camp meeting happen. Learn 
more about the thousands of 
hours put in this year.
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NOTE WORTHY NEWS

Bits of news from around the 
conference and around the 
world that we thought you 
might find interesting.
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AT A GL ANCE.. .

Take a look (literally) at what 
camp meeting was like this year. 
Can you spot yourself in any 
of the photos?
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Coming Home... Again.

EVENTS & ANNOUNCEMENTS

Take a look at some of the 
announcements and events 
coming up that might be of 
interest to you or your church.
PAGE 5

eCOMMUNIQUÉ
AUGUST 2011 VOL.NO. 20| |

A new way to keep up 
with what's going on in 
the Oregon Conference 
–without wasting paper.



      story is told of three men stuck in a room with 
    a small window high up on the wall. The men 
are certain that if they could just reach that window, they 
could see God. The men try jumping, and running at 
the wall and scrambling up, to no avail. Finally, the men 
decide in order to reach the window, they must work 
together. They look at each other wondering who will 
be the lucky one to see God. Finally, Raphael stands 
and places his palms on the wall, “I will be the sup-
port,” he says. Joseph and Sergio sit for a few minutes, 
finally Joseph stands and walks toward the wall. “I will 
be second.” Both men look back at Sergio who smiles 
uncertainly and says, “I will go third.” Raphael widens 
his stance and helps Joseph stand on his shoulders. Jo-
seph then reaches down to help Sergio climb up. Sergio 
scrambles up Raphael, over the struggling Joseph and 
finally reaches the window. Minutes pass as Raphael and 
Joseph struggle to stay up, legs 
shaking, shoulders burning. Fi-
nally, after many minutes, Raphael 
and Joseph’s strength give out 
and they topple to the ground. 
Heaving and panting, the three 
sit against the walls, too winded 
to speak. 

Finally Joseph turns to Sergio and 
asks, “Well, what does He look 
like?” Sergio sits for a minute and 
then looks gravely at his friends, 
“I didn't see God. I saw fields and grass, I saw birds and 
flowers and I saw the wind blowing through the trees, but 
I did not see God.” 

The men sit for a while, thinking. Then Raphael quietly 
says, “I saw God. I saw Him in the stones that bit into 
my hands as I struggled to support your weight…in the 
struggle, I saw God.” 

Then Joseph speaks, “I saw God. As I worked to keep 
my balance, to support Sergio and to not hurt Raphael…
in supporting my friend, I saw God.”

Camp Meeting 2011 was a time for getting to know 
God, for being welcomed back into His arms. Dwight 

Nelson, Herb Larson Jr., Steve Wohlberg, and Elizabeth 
Talbot among many others, all showed us how much God 
loves us and wants to welcome us home. Behind the 
scenes, a force was working to ensure that things around 
the periphery were handled and running smoothly! From 
the volunteers who helped you park your RV, find a space 
for your tent, drove you around in a bus or directed you 
towards your parking space, to the volunteers who kept 
you safe and provided medical services, to the volunteers 
who made sure each presenter and attendee was prayed 
for before and during the meetings, camp meeting could 
not have happened without these dedicated people. This 
year, our volunteer force was like no other. We had vol-
unteers who have worked with us since they were very 
young, volunteers who still come at 80+ years old and 
volunteers who were first timers (and who have declared 
they will be back!) We had volunteers who showed up 

3 months early, volunteers who 
showed up a week early and 
volunteers who saw a need and 
came back to help us out after 
camp meeting was over!
 
Each volunteer has a tremendous 
impact on me during camp meet-
ing. I get to see God through 
each one of them; when they are 
praying, when they are serving 
people, when they are creating 
relationships, when they smile 

and laugh in the middle of stressful and long hours and 
as they struggle to get the job done. I am humbled and 
awed by volunteers who show up and work their shift, 
then ask if there is anything else they can do to help out, 
who come back year after year, who use their vacation 
time to come and work hard at camp meeting and who 
are passionate to serve each person who arrives on the 
camp ground.
 
On behalf of the Camp Meeting Administration Team, 
to all of our volunteers, thank you! Thank you for showing 
us God through all your work and support!

Philippians 1:3-6 – Every time you cross my mind, I 
break out in exclamations of thanks to God. (MSG)

COMING HOME...
co n t i n u e d f ro m pa g e  1

If you volunteered 
or helped out 

In some way at 
camp meetIng...
thanK you!

of the stranger who shared their umbrella 
with you on Sabbath morning. Or maybe 
you saw Him in the eyes of an old friend – 
someone you’d not seen in years, but you 
ran into them on the Main Plaza.
 
“I want us to connect with each other at 
Camp Meeting,” says Reimche. “I want ev-
eryone to feel as though they’re part of the 
family. But more than that, I want everyone 
to connect with Christ. I want them to see 
that He’s in love with them. And if that hap-
pens, then Camp Meeting is worth it.”

And if you stood there in the Plaza this year, 
then you saw that it was worth it.

t-shIrts (wIth logos):
• Black: Better Life Broadcasting Network 
• Blue-gray: 5K Fun-Run on Friday morning
• Turquoise: Youth staff
• Yellow: Disaster Response Leadership
• Gray or Purple w/green: Teens staff

polo shIrts (wIth logos):
• Black: pastors, Juniors staff, Oregon  
   Adventist Men’s Chorus (OAMC)
• Navy Blue: OAMC
• Blue: Hospitality
• Sage-green: pastors
• Green: Maintenance
• Apricot: Evangelism Training Camp (ETC)
• Burnt-orange: Big Lake Youth Camp staff   
• Orange: Cleaning staff
• Red: Security
• White: OAMC

other:
• Cowboy hat w/ plaid shirt and jeans: 
   Beaver Tent, Sand Piper Building, and 
   Children’s Amphitheater staff
• Black blazer w/white shirt and yellow tie: 
   OAMC
• Black hat with “LIFE” in green: Youth 
   who attended Spanish Camp Meeting
• Burgundy apron: Kitchen staff

A QUICK GUIDE TO 
WHO WORE WHAT 
AT GLADSTONE 
CAMP MEETING 2011

– Jayne Johnson

I GET TO SEE GOD...

By Jayne JohnsonA



AT A GLANCE...
GLADSTONE CAMP MEETING 2011

This year marked the first year 
Gladstone Camp Meeting 
was streamed live online!

Viewers "attended" from the 
US, Canada, Mexico, Norway, 

Italy, Germany, Australia, 
Puerto Rico, Columbia, 
Peru, and many others!

You can purchase CDs or 
DVDs of Gladstone 

Camp Meeting seminars 
at the Gladstone 

Adventist Book Center.
The parking lots were full and 
the streets were teeming with 
camp meeting-goers this year! 
Even morning rain on Sabbath 
couldn't keep people away!

Photos taken by Gary McLain & Ben Dalusong 



NOTE WORTHY...
davId freedman JoIns oregon conference admInIstratIon
David Freedman will join the Oregon Conference as the VP of Finance. He has spent 
the past nine years in the Texico Conference as the VP of Finance there. His past 
experience also includes VP of Finance positions in the Illinois and Alaska Confer-
ences. He and his wife, Ann, will move to Oregon in August. Look for more info 
in next month's issue.

pacs InItIates mobIle food pantry
Portland Adventist Community Services (PACS) is now heading out into the 
surrounding communities with a groundbreaking mobile food pantry. The PACS 
“COW” (Commodities on Wheels), a converted snowmobile trailer, may not be 
the first mobile pantry in the country, but is likely the first to use the PACS method of 
shopping. It allows needy individuals and families to walk through with grocery carts 
to select items on guided shopping lists. This method preserves personal dignity while 
providing education on balanced food choices. A total of 91 people benefited from 
its first “outing” on Monday, July 11, in Troutdale, Ore. 

educatIon leadershIp transItIons
Wayne Wentland is the new Oregon Conference Vice President for Education, 
replacing John Gatchett who retired at the end of June. Wentland was most recently 
Gatchett’s associate. Dale Milam is the new Associate Director, and will operate from 
his home-base at Milo Academy in Days Creek, Ore. Carol McLeod has joined the 
department as an associate. Read more about Dale and Carol in next month's issue.

upper columbIa releases new adventIst dIrectory app
Upper Columbia Conference has just released a new mobile Adventist directory 
app for Android and Apple devices. The app helps people quickly locate Adven-
tist churches, schools and institutions. Users can easily find the nearest Adventist 
organizations based on their current location. The app also provides basic phone, 
Web contact information and directions to specific sites. While the app currently 
provides information on Adventist organizations in portions of Oregon, Idaho and 
Washington, it is capable of adding information from other Adventist conferences in 
North America upon request. Conferences interested in adding information for their 
organizations should contact Jay Wintermeyer at the Upper Columbia Conference.

KetchIKan celebrates double baptIsm
Sandy James, Ketchikan (Alaska) Church assistant communication leader, reports two 
individuals made a public profession of faith with the help of Todd Ervin, pastor, and 
the cold water of Ward Lake on June 25. Tracy Salazar grew up as an Adventist, 
but had never made the decision to publicly and fully commit to the Lord. Joe Ellyn 
Baham has had an increasing sense of urgency to help her family and friends know 
Jesus. Pastor Ervin is excited to include these two new members to the outreach in 
and beyond Ketchikan. Read the full story in the September Gleaner.

adventIst fIlIpIno choIr wIns "choIr of the world" tItle
A Seventh-day Adventist choir based at Adventist University of the Philippines 
has earned the "Choir of the World" title. The Ambassadors Chorale Arts Society 
was selected July 10 from more than 4,000 performers from 50 countries who 
performed at the Llangollen International Musical Eisteddfod in Wales. The Ambas-
sadors also won first prize in the categories of Mixed Choirs and Chamber Choirs, 
and received the Luciano Pavarotti Trophy.

adventIst natIve leader heads trIbal Journey celebratIon
Rain failed to dampen the spirits of hundreds of spectators at the Swinomish reserva-
tion's waterfront near La Conner, Wash., on July 25, for the Paddle to Swinomish 
Canoe Journey. Brian Cladoosby, Lummi Adventist Church elder was an important 
participant. As chairman of the Swinomish Tribe and president of the Associated 
Washington Tribes, Cladoosby is a highly respected Native leader. Monte Church, 
North Pacific Union Conference Native ministries director, was also on hand to wit-
ness more than 100 canoes from Oregon to British Columbia, including one filled 
with Adventist members, as they paddled in for a week of celebration.

new adventsource websIte enhances resources
AdventSource has launched an updated website with enhanced features to help 
church ministry leaders more easily access vital resources. In addition to the 4,000+ 
resources visitors can search through hundreds of ministry articles in the PlusLine area 
and watch videos or download files in the media section. As the leadership center 
for the Seventh-day Adventist Church in North America, AdventSource provides 
resources for leaders in every ministry of the local church. For more information visit 
the AdventSource website at www.adventsource.org or call 1-800-328-0525.

hope channel expands Its mobIle app optIons
Seventh-day Adventists will be glad to know that their church’s global television 
network now offers more choices of channels for iPhones, iPads and iPod Touches. 
Hope Channel has added Esperanza TV and Hope Church Channel to its iPhone 
app. Hope Channel North America, Hope Channel Germany, and Hope Channel 
International are already included in the app. The app also offers a program guide 
that synchronizes with the local time zone of the device. This means Hope Channel 
is now available to more than 50 million iPhone users and more than 19 million iPad 
users around the world. Church members can use this news to share the network with 
friends and family. The app is available through iTunes.

atlantIc unIon college plans staff layoffs
Atlantic Union College based in South Lancaster, Mass., laid off its entire staff of 97 
full-time employees on July 31 because of a delay in a partnership proposal of the 
institution with Washington Adventist University (formerly Columbia Union College) 
in Maryland. Both institutions are seeking permission from Massachusetts' education 
authorities to operate AUC as a satellite campus of WAU following the loss of ac-
creditation. Plans are in place to enable current and prospective AUC students to 
attend WAU during fall semester. Nearly 450 current AUC students were affected. 
Read more from Adventist News Network at http://news.adventist.org/

hope channel announces new programs
Beginning September 12, Hope Channel will start phasing in two new live, interac-
tive evening programs. Monday through Thursday, Let’s Pray will air live from 8:00 
– 9:00pm PST. It will be followed at 9:00pm by Great Bible Discoveries, a live, 
interactive Bible-study hour, led by Shawn Boonstra. “Let’s Pray will help viewers de-
velop a dynamic prayer life and find strength, peace and hope,” says Kandus Thorp, 
vice president. Viewers will be invited to share their prayer requests live via phone, 
email, and through social media. Also coming this fall are Higher Ground,  hosted 
by retired U.S. Navy Admiral Barry Black, chaplain of the United States Senate; 
Prophecies Decoded, the North American Division’s full-message evangelistic series 
with Dr. Ron Clouzet; and Single Creek, a documentary television event for singles.

For additional news visit www.OregonConference.org/news_entries



Events
MOTORCYCLE CAMP MEETING 2011

When: August 26 - 28
Location: Gladstone Park Conference Center
Join other Christian motorcyclists from around the 
Northwest for a weekend gathering of those interested 
in networking together and fine-tuning their motorcycle 
ministry outreach skills, Aug. 26-28 at Gladstone 
Park Conference Center in Gladstone, Ore. There is 
an increasing number of Adventist motorcyclists with 
the desire to spread the gospel motorcycle-style. This 
is not a typical motorcycle rally although we will ride. 
There is no registration fee. Call 503-850-3344, 
visit www.OregonConference.org, or search Facebook 
for "Motorcycle Campmeeting" for more information.

PART-TIME AUDITOR POSITION

When: Open currently
Location: Oregon Conference
The Oregon Conference is accepting applications for 
a part-time auditing position. If you are interested in 
helping audit the financial records of churches and 
schools within the Oregon Conference, please send 
a completed employment application, cover letter, and 
resumé to Attn: Human Resources Department, Or-
egon Conference of Seventh-day Adventists, 19800 
Oatfield Road, Gladstone, OR 97027. Job descrip-
tion and employment application are available at
www.oregonconference.org/employment-home.

2011 CHRISTIAN WOMEN'S RETREAT

When: October 14-16
Location: Skamania Lodge
SHINE! Get out from under the bushels that are keep-
ing you from being everything God intends you to be! 
Attend this year’s Christian Women’s Retreat Oct. 
14-16 with special guest speaker Dr. Janice Johnson 
Browne. This year we'll be in a new location–Skamania 
Lodge in the beautiful Columbia River Gorge! Breakout 
speakers include: Tami Milligan, Dr. Lucille Ball, Stan 
Beerman, and Cheri Corder. Teen breakout speaker is 
Melissa Howell. For more information, or for a print-
able brochure, visit www.OregonConference.org, click 
on Departments then on Women’s Ministries. This year 
there is a limit of 300 people, so register early!

ORION CHORALE CONCERT

When: September 10, 6:00pm
Location: Sunnyside Adventist Church
In Concert – Orion Chorale of Washington State, 
Connie Barrow, Director. Join us Sept. 10, 2011 
at 6:00pm at Sunnyside Adventist Church for this 
wonderful concert! Sponsored by Carl Parker and Peo-
ple to People Ministries. A free-will offering will be 
taken for this non-profit urban ministry. For information 
visit www.peopletopeopleministries.com or call 503- 
893-9022. The Sunnyside Seventh-day Adventist 
Church is located at 10501 SE Market St., Portland.

SILVERTON CHURCH CENTENNIAL

When: August 19 & 20
Location: Silverton Adventist Church
Members, former members and friends are invited to 
attend our celebration on Aug. 19-20 as we mark 
100 years! Dr. Michael Campbell–our church historian 
will be our guest speaker. Programing will begin Friday 
evening at 7:00pm and on Sabbath at 9:30am. We 
will conclude with a concert at 2:00pm. Lunch will be 
a potluck. RSVPs are appreciated. For more infor call 
503-873-8568 or email enidfhands@gmail.com.

OREGON STATE FAIR BOOTH

When: August 26 - September 5
Location: Oregon State Fairgrounds
Funds and volunteers are needed for the Seventh-day 
Adventist booth at the Oregon State Fair this summer. 
If you have questions contact the Salem Central Ad-
ventist Church at central7da@msn.com.

MCMINNVILLE VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL

When: August 15-18, 9:00 - 11:30am
Location: McMinnville Adventist Christian School
Do you like games, crafts, science, singing, storytime 
and food? Well then you need to come to "Healthy 
Kids" Vacation Bible School, Aug. 15-18, 9:00 to 
11:30am at the McMinnville Adventist Christian 
School located at 1349 NW Elm Street, McMin-
nville, Oregon. If you know someone who might like to 
attend call 503-472-7841.

FORGIVENESS WORKSHOP

When: August 19-21
Location: Sunnyside Adventist Church
You're invited to a Forgiveness Workshop at Sunnyside 
Adventist Church, Aug. 19-21. Presented by Dar-
old Bigger & Barbara Hernandez, the workshop begins 
Friday at 7:30pm with "Non-Forgiveness and Physi-
cal, Mental, Spiritual Health". It continues Sabbath at 
2:00pm with "Facing the Truth About Life: Surviving 
Offenses You Don't Deserve", and at 4:00pm with 
"Getting Over It–Coping with Saddess, Anger, Re-
sentment, and Loss". The workshop concludes Sun-
day, starting at 10:00am with "Becoming a Forgiving 
Person–Reorienting Your Thinking and Relationships." 
There is no registration fee, but pre-regisitration is re-
quired. Call 503-252-8080 to register.

SUNNYCITY - A COMMUNITY EVENT

When: August 7, 1:00 - 6:00pm
Location: Ventura Park, Portland, Ore.
SunnyCity - A Highly Educational, Entertaining and 
Uplifting Community Event, sponsored by the Sunny-
side Adventist Church! Sunday, Aug. 7, from 1:00 
– 6:00pm at Ventura Park in Portland at SE Stark and 
115th. The park will be transformed into a miniature 
town, where children of all ages are inspired to become 
great citizens through an abundance of learning oppor-
tunities, along with light-hearted entertainment. Come 
ready for fun and learning! Admission is free!

GOSPEL CONCERT AT PLEASANT VALLEY

When: August 13, 7:00pm
Location: Pleasant Valley Adventist Church
Marlynn Bishop will host a gospel concert featuring 
local artists and musicians at 7:00pm on Sabbath, Au-
gust 13, at Pleasant Valley Adventist Church. Special 
guest include Keith & Kyle Zimmerman, Patty Geppert, 
and the Your Bible Speaks Choir under the direction of 
Pattric Parris. The program will be emceed by Dr. Rob-
ert Hunter, and the Bishop family will present a tribute 
to their mother, Justine Bishop. Join us as we enjoy an 
evening of good gospel music and praising the Lord!

All links are clickable here and elsewhere in the eCommuniqué.

for more announcement & event InformatIon please vIsIt www.oregonconference.org/announcements – thIs page Is updated weeKly.



SUNSET CALENDAR
 Aug 6              Aug 13              Aug 20              Aug 27  Sept 3             Sept 10 

Bend
Eugene
Hood River
Longview
Medford
Newport
Portland

8:24 PM
8:32 PM
8:30 PM
8:37 PM
8:26 PM
8:37 PM
8:34 PM

8:14 PM
8:22 PM
8:19 PM
8:26 PM
8:17 PM
8:27 PM
8:24 PM

8:04 PM
8:11 PM
8:08 PM
8:15 PM
8:07 PM
8:16 PM
8:12 PM

7:52 PM
7:59 PM
7:56 PM
8:02 PM
7:56 PM
8:04 PM
8:00 PM

7:40 PM
7:47 PM
7:43 PM
7:49 PM
7:44 PM
7:51 PM
7:47 PM

7:27 PM
7:34 PM
7:36 PM
8:37 PM
7:32 PM
7:38 PM
7:34 PM
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A BEE'S LIFE
By Phil Kahler

Transitions
Carol McLeod is transitioning to Associate Superin-
tendent of Education from her position at Lincoln City 
Adventist School.

David Freedman (Ann), will be joining the Oregon 
Conference as the VP of Finance. He has been serving 
as the VP of Finance for the Texico Conference.

Kevin Rhamie (Marie) will be stepping into the role of 
senior pastor at Sharon Church. He vacates the pasto-
ral position he held at Southside Adventist Church in 
Bakersfield, Calif.

Dale Milam (Darla) has transitioned from his position at 
Milo Adventist Academy to Associate Superintendent 
of Education.

Wayne Wentland (Birdena) has transitioned from Asso-
ciate Superintendent of Education to VP of Education.

Brian Gosney (Sharon) has transitioned from his posi-
tion as Auditor to Under Treasurer of Accounting.

Ed Nelson has transitioned from the Grant’s Pass and 
Cave Junction district to the Whipple Creek Church.

John Rogers (Tonya) has taken the position of VP of 
Finance for the Idaho Conference, vacating his position 
as Under Treasurer of Accounting.

Trina Sandvik (Matthew) has moved to Alaska, va-
cating her position of Administrative Assistant in the 
Oregon Conference Human Resources Department.

Liesl Schnibbe has joined the Oregon Conference as 
the Human Resources Administrative Assistant.


