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        an anything good come from something as 
        dull sounding as a “church consultation?” 
       Well, in the case of Canyonville Church, yes!

In 2004 the Oregon Church Consulting Service 
team gave their report to the Canyonville church: a 
low score in the area of Effective Church Structures 
(boards and committees).  
After the consultation, Pas-
tor Loren Fenton asked the 
church, “Well, there’s the 
information. What will we 
do with it?”

The church voted a concept Pastor Fenton calls 
Teamnet Ministries. What exactly is Teamnet Min-
istries? 

“The ministries of the church are divided into five 
teams,” explains Pastor Fenton, “Worship Team, 
Evangelism Team, Fellowship Team, Discipleship 
Team, and Ministries Team.” These teams then 
network among themselves to organize the work 
and ministry of the church. “My role,” says Fen-

ton, “is to empower and guide the members in 
their ministries.” A Spiritual Gifts Support Team 
helps the members discover their call to ministry 
and assists in placing them into active service.

Reflecting on the past six years, Pastor Fenton says, 
“The members are now involved and invested in 

the life and ministry of the 
church.” His motto behind 
the Teamnet approach is: 
“People will support what 
they help create.” And af-
ter following that approach, 
Pastor Fenton reports “The 

church is much more vibrant and alive, with a real 
sense that the Lord is at work here.”

It’s not easy to make such a transition in the church 
structure, but after a few bumps along the way the 
church members caught the vision: They can be 
involved and they can help create the ministries in 
which they serve.

“I did three evangelistic series one year,” says Pas-
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tor Fenton, “and then my Evangelism Team 
said they wanted to do the next one. The 
team organized the event and did the pre-
sentations. They did a wonderful job and are 
planning another series this fall.”

Pastor Fenton reports that the Fellowship 
Team is active in the church and the communi-
ty, the Worship and Discipleship Teams have 
greatly enhanced the Sabbath morning expe-
rience, and the Ministries Team organized a 
benefit concert that raised over $1300.00 
for their Community Service ministries.

“Something that I’m excited about is the 
number of young people that are involved 
in ministry now,” says Pastor Fenton. “The 
church board intentionally reached out to the 
youth and now several are serving on these 
ministry teams.”

Today the Church Consulting team reports 
that Canyonville’s scores are among the high-
est of any Oregon Conference church.

You can find more information about Teamnet 
Ministries at http://akrana.com.

Chuck Burkeen, 
Assoc. Director/Personal Ministries, Member Ministries

       hen I worked in the Oregon Conference Ministerial 
   Department, I was visiting the Lebanon-Sweet Home 
area when I noticed a church that had a prayer box next 
to it in the parking lot. It was apparently placed there to 
receive community prayer requests. I thought that was a 
great idea and resolved to follow their example if I ever 
had the chance.

Since becoming the pastor at the Mt. Tabor Seventh-day 
Adventist Church in Portland, we have adopted a church 
purpose statement which begins, "Mt Tabor, a house of 
prayer..." So, the concept of a prayer box seemed an ap-
propriate way for a "house of prayer" to reach out to its 
community. We have a very diverse community around 
Mt. Tabor but we believe that everyone prays at times, 
and we all have needs.

Three years ago we put out our little prayer box and began 
referring to it on the reader board in front of the church. 
Since then, we have had requests in the box nearly every 
week, sometimes only one or two, sometimes as many as 
12. They are usually scribbled on scraps of paper, even a 
receipt once in while. Some of them tear at your heart. We 
occasionally have people report back on answers they are 
receiving. We also have had people put money in the box 
or notes of appreciation for our offering this to the com-
munity. We even had one of our church neighbors come 
to our Prayer and Praise Friday evening service to join us in 
prayer for those in the prayer box.

I have kept all the requests and have a large envelope with 
hundreds of requests in it. I'm not sure what will come of 
this in the future, but it is helping to accomplish our goal 
of becoming known as a house of prayer in our community.

We are currently planning to attach a small container to the 
side of the prayer box in which we will place some pocket 
Signs of the Times on the subject of prayer, as well as some 
paper and pencils on which to write prayer requests. 

Here is a prayer request we recently received anonymously 
from someone in our neighborhood. She is in our prayers 
and we hope you might place her in your prayers as well...

“Over every birthday cake, I wished for true love, but, like 
the pony we all wished for as children, it never material-
ized. After my divorce that lasted longer than my marriage, 
I bought a Pug puppy, Ruby, to keep me company in my 
solitude.

My life changed. I suddenly knew all my neighbors when 
I had to drag my puppy out of their gardens and yards. 
Ruby had many an adventure and her latest antic was 
always a topic for conversation. I made many a friend 
through Ruby. Our notoriety grew even further when she 
vanished one day, and posters went up all around the 
neighborhood. Everyone was on alert for Ruby for miles 
around, and she was eventually located a half mile away 
watching television with some children.

I no longer had time to feel sorry for myself or be self-
absorbed because I had Ruby. I knew fear and relief after 
multiple expensive trips to Dove Lewis Veterinary Hospital 
when Ruby ingested Valentine chocolates, soap, chicken 
bones, and a stick of butter. She survived every mishap, 
and we grew closer. I was no longer alone. I had Ruby, 
close neighbors, and friends.

When Ruby broke loose from her leash in a crowd to chase 
a poodle, a man chased after her and brought her back 
to me unharmed. I fell in love with that man, and mar-
ried him several years later. Ruby was my maid of honor. I 
had everything. Ruby is in every photograph for the past 
11 years. She is posed on mountain trails, running down 
beaches, sitting among Christmas packages, and it is a rare 
photograph were I appear that there is not also a smiling 
Pug in the corner.

I was diagnosed with cancer several years ago, and Ruby 
sat with me for endless hours until I recovered. No longer 
an adventuress, she was content to lie by my side with an 
occasional lick on my hand until I recovered. The doctors 
say my cancer is unlikely to ever recur.

Ruby was diagnosed with incurable, aggressive metastatic 
cancer last week. I initially hoped for a miracle, but she 
was suffering and narcotics were not controlling her pain. 
I said goodbye to her at Dove Lewis Hospital as she was 
being euthanized.

She has been as integral to my life as any person. She was 
a gift from God–true love. I am trying to rejoice I had 
her for 11 years and all the gifts I found through Ruby. 
However, I cannot get the sadness from my heart that I 
did not have her longer, and I ask that you pray for me, 
pray for the end to all cancer, and pray that there is a room 
in heaven for dogs.”

By Steve Chinn as told to Krissy Barber
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NOTE WORTHY...
Hardinge accepts HealtH Ministries position
Dr. Fred Hardinge accepted the call to serve as associate health ministries director 
Friday morning, July 2, 2010. Delegates of the 59th General Conference Ses-
sion of the Seventh-day Adventist Church voted Tuesday to appoint Hardinge 
to the position.
 
Hardinge’s background includes pastoral ministry, academic teaching, community 
health education, corporate training and consultation, administration and private 
health counseling. He served as associate health ministries director for the Upper 
Columbia Conference (UCC) and helped start Bibleinfo.com. Most recently, 
Hardinge has been serving as director of PositiveChoices.com, a new online health-
evangelism initiative.
 
Folkenberg to stay
Bob Folkenberg, Jr. will continue serving as Upper Columbia Conference’s president. 
Following his June 27 election as associate secretary for the General Conference of 
Seventh-day Adventists, Folkenberg and his family spent time praying and consider-
ing the call to serve the world church. In a decision, announced June 28, Folkenberg 
said he feels called to continue in his current post. “We feel God has called us to 
Upper Columbia Conference right now and we look forward to continuing to serve 
and work along side the wonderful UCC family,” said Folkenberg. Folkenberg has 
been UCC president since March, 2009.

iseMinger accepts gc position
Myron Iseminger, Upper Columbia Conference vice president of finance since 2008, 
has accepted the call to become an associate secretary for the World Church, ac-
cording to an announcement today by Jay Wintermeyer, UCC spokesperson. It's an 
affirmative response to his election at the recent General Conference business session 
in Atlanta, Ga.

Myron and his wife, Candace, have served in various parts of the world, most re-
cently at the Southern Asia-Pacific Division offices in the Philippines. The Isemingers 
also served the Northwest for several years in the Montana Conference. The position 
he has accepted is similar to that turned down by Bob Folkenberg, UCC president.

adventist study bible released
The Andrews University Press has published a new Bible featuring unique study notes 
and commentary from authoritative Adventist sources. The Andrews Study Bible uses 
the New King James Version and includes more than 12,000 original study notes writ-
ten by an international team of Adventist scholars. It also includes navigational tools, 
articles, helps, cross-references, maps and a unique, linked reference system highlight-
ing main themes of the Christian faith. Check with your local Adventist Book Center 
(ABC) or visit www.andrews.edu/universitypress/ for more information.

canadians under new ManageMent
Our Adventist neighbors to the north received a new president this last month. The 
Seventh-day Adventist Church in Canada elected Mark Johnson as president. John-
son's appointment fills a vacancy left when the region's former president, Dan Jackson, 
last month accepted his election as president of the church in North America. 

Johnson, who holds dual citizenship in the United States and Canada, has served the 
church in Canada for 15 years, most recently as president of the Alberta Conference. 
Previously, Johnson acted as vice president of the British Columbia Conference and held 
other administrative and pastoral positions in British Columbia, Alberta and Ontario.

For additional news visit www.OregonConference.org/news_entries

“I wish my church provided a service like this.” I hear comments like this, every now 
and then – comments made by a friend or neighbor who has been asked by an Oregon 
Conference church member to witness the signing of their estate plan documents. So 
what services do we provide? The staff of our Planned Giving and Trust Services De-
partment is available to provide our members with general estate planning information 
and help members obtain new or update existing estate plan documents such as wills, 
trusts, durable powers of attorney, advance directives, etc. 

As one of four planned giving advisors in the Planned Giving and Trust Services De-
partment it is my privilege to help our members plan for the “what ifs” of the future. 
While we live in the present – the future is coming. And what a future! Jesus is coming 
again to take us home! However, in the meantime, the reality of life on planet earth is 
that as time marches on, many people lose some or all of their ability to manage their 
own affairs and eventually all die. Planning for those potential eventualities is not only 
a Christian responsibility but doing so usually brings peace of mind as we await a “new 
heaven and a new earth.” 

I love my job! Well, it’s not really a job, it’s a privilege, a fascinating ministry! 
The phone rings, someone requests an appointment. We meet at their home, church, 
our office or a Subway shop. Each meeting is different because there are no two per-

sons/situations alike. What each meeting has in common is that I’m usually able to help 
with that person(s) estate plan needs in some way. 

Here’s some of the topics that might be part of our discussion:
• Guardians for minors (children)
• Trusts for minor (children) or special needs beneficiaries
• Funeral/burial plans
• Lifetime Income instruments such as gift annuities, or remainder trusts
• IRAs (Individual Retirement Accounts) - often a good way to benefit a charity 

Two frequently asked questions are:
• Which is better, a will or a trust? We can help you weigh the pros and cons of  
 each as you determine which is best for you.   
• What do your services cost? Because most of our members are interested in 
 benefiting the mission of the Oregon Conference in some way through their 
 estate planning, we usually pick up the tab for attorneys’ fees involved in 
 document preparation.   

A prayerfully developed estate plan:
• Gives peace of mind  
• Is one of the best gifts you can give to those you care about the most
• Saves time and expense  

You don’t have to wish. Your church does provide Christian estate planning services.
Give us a call. Portland area (503) 850-3570 or toll free 1(800) 233-2727.

let someone help you plan for 
the "what ifs" in your future

By Glen Gessele



Transitions
Leroy Finck (Marjorie) will be stepping into the pas-
tor's position at Village Church.

Scott LeMert (Dorothy) moved from the position of 
Assistant to President/Stewardship of the Oregon Con-
ference to that of Senior Pastor at Sunnyside Church.

Sara Bowers will be working with Walter Mancia as 
Assistant Pastor in the Valley View/Ashland district.

John Rogers (Tonya) has transitioned from Trust De-
partment Treasurer to Undertreasurer of the Oregon 
Conference.

Gene Heinrich (Sarah) was ordained on July 17, 
2010 at Rockwood Church.

Do you have a photo to share? We'd love to help you do that! 
If you've taken a photo that you think showcases God's glory in some way, send it to us for possible inclusion in an upcoming issue of the eCommuniqué! 
Just email it to us at krissy.barber@oc.npuc.org. All photos are subject to approval before printing. High quality (200dpi or higher) files. Digital files only please.

LADYBUG'S LUNCH
By Jeremy Barber



Events

Ministr yFest

Sponsored by the Oregon Conference Member Ministries Dept.

Free! Open to all ages!

2010
“Discovering ministry has never been so much fun!”

September 25, 2010
Doors open at 2 p.m.

Holden Convention Center>

Live music! Drawings! 
            And so much more!

Dozens of interactive 
       ministry ideabooths 
                 and Info-Blitzes!

The ABC will open!

Camp Meeting corn dogs & more at the SnackBar!
A family movie night on the plaza!

After sundown...

Visit www.OregonConference.org for more information!

See the following page for more informaiton on these events. 
You can also visit the Oregon Conference website at www.OregonConference.org/announcements



Events
JOB OPENING AT PAA

When: Now
Location: Portland Adventist Academy
Portland Adventist Academy has an opening for a 
vegetarian, lunch-time chef.  If you like to be around 
young people and like to cook and run a kitchen, 
then we are in need of your services. If you are in-
terested, please call Principal Gale Crosby at 503-
255-8372 x 212.

SIGN LANGUAGE TRANSLATORS NEEDED 

When: Now
Location: Oregon Conference Deaf Community
The Oregon Conference deaf community is currently 
searching for volunteer sign language translators. If you 
are interested in volunteering for this project please 
contact Krissy Barber at the Oregon Conference of-
fice either by email, krissy.barber@oc.npuc.org, or by 
phone, 503-850-3542.

MESSIAH'S MANSION COMING TO 
PORTLAND, OREGON

When: September 4-12, 1:00 - 7:00 PM
Location: Portland Adventist Academy
Messiah's Mansion, a life-size replica of the ancient 
Hebrew Tabernacle, is coming to Portland Adventist 
Academy in Portland, Ore., Sept. 4-12. Free tours 
will be held daily from 1 to 7 pm. This traveling ex-
hibit brings Western Oregon a chance to learn about 
ancient history through a living museum. For more infor-
mation visit www.portlandsanctuary.com. For printable 

files for promotional bulletin inserts and poster visit 
www.oregonconference.org/announcements.

MESSIAH'S MANSION COMING TO 
FLORENCE, OREGON

When: September 18-26, 1:00 - 7:00 PM
Location: Miller Park
Messiah's Mansion, a life-size replica of the ancient 
Hebrew Tabernacle, is coming to Florence, Ore. Free 
tours will be held daily from 1 pm to 7 pm. The 
exhibit will be located at Miller Park, 2 blocks west of 
Highway 101 on 18th St. This traveling exhibit brings 
Western Oregon a chance to learn about ancient his-
tory through a living museum. For more information, 
call the Florence church at (541) 997-3951 or visit 
www.florencesanctuary.com.

OREGON CONFERENCE PATHFINDER 
LEADERS CONVENTION 2010

When: August 13-15, 2010
Location: Gladstone Park Conference Center
Pathfinder Leaders Convention, an annual training 
event sponsored by the Oregon Conference Path-
finder Department, will be held at the Gladstone Park 
Conference Center this year. All adult Pathfinder Staff 
throughout the conference are encouraged to attend. 
Pathfinders, grades 9-12, who are participating in 
the Teen Leadership Training (TLT) program are also 
invited to attend with their club staff. Elder Glen Mi-
lam, NAD Pathfinder Coordinator, will be the guest 
speaker. Because this weekend is an intensive training 
weekend, please plan to leave Junior Pathfinders and 

younger children at home. For more information con-
tact the Oregon Conference Pathfinder office at 503-
850-3581 or email connie.ames@oc.npuc.org.

F.L.A.G CAMP 2010 FOR KIDS

When: August 2-6, 8:30 AM - 4:30 PM
Location: Vancouver SDA Church
Fun Learning About God, is the core of our upcom-
ing, 5th Annual F.L.A.G. Camp. This fun summer 
day camp for ages 5-12 will include singing, classes, 
games, field trips, swimming, and much more. Be sure 
to find out more and register for the camp ahead of 
time at www.VancouverAdventist.com/FLAGCamp. 
The camp will be located at Vancouver Community 
Church of Seventh-day Adventist. Call (360) 696-
2511 for more information.

MINISTRY FEST 2010

When: September 25, 2:00 pm
Location: Holden Convention Center
Ministry Fest 2010. “Discovering ministry has never 
been so much fun!” Free to all ages. Be informed and 
inspired at dozens of interactive ministry displays and 
booths. The afternoon events include live music, draw-
ings and “Info–Blitzes.” After sundown plan to visit the 
Adventist Book Center, enjoy a Camp Meeting corn 
dog at the Snack Bar, and stay by for a Family Movie 
event on the plaza. For more details visit 
www.OregonConference.org.

Please note: 
All links are clickable here and elsewhere in the eCommuniqué.

For More announceMent & event inForMation please visit www.oregonconFerence.org/announceMents – tHis page is updated weekly.

SUNSET CALENDAR
August 7              August 14           August 21           August 28         September 4        September 11

Bend
Eugene
Hood River
Longview
Medford
Newport
Portland

8:23 PM
8:30 PM
8:28 PM
8:36 PM
8:25 PM
8:35 PM
8:33 PM

8:13 PM
8:20 PM
8:18 PM
8:25 PM
8:16 PM
8:25 PM
8:22 PM

8:02 PM
8:09 PM
8:06 PM
8:13 PM
8:05 PM
8:14 PM
8:11 PM

7:50 PM
7:58 PM
7:54 PM
8:01 PM
7:54 PM
8:02 PM
7:58 PM

7:38 PM
7:45 PM
7:41 PM
7:47 PM
7:42 PM
7:49 PM
7:45 PM

7:25 PM
7:32 PM
7:28 PM
7:34 PM
7:30 PM
7:36 PM
7:32 PM
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