
 

        ove and Grace. Have these words just 
     become cliché? Or is there something within 
           these words that can be transformative?

This past week I had the opportunity to visit 
with most of our north-
ern pastors and we spent 
some time discussing 
issues that many pas-
tors have wrestled with. 
These APCs (Area Pas-
tors’ Conferences) as 
we call them, have often 
been focused on the de-
cisions and directions of 
the conference and de-
partments. However, this year we took time to 
discuss issues that are becoming more of a focus 
within our communities and in our churches and 
schools. Though the presenting issues were not 

about love, grace, acceptance, the discussion 
naturally shifted toward those words, and ap-
proaches to address the concerns.

It would seem that these concepts of love and 
grace have already been 
addressed, or as some 
would say, “Knocked 
and kicked around” until 
there is nothing new to 
discuss. In many cases we 
have written the discus-
sion off as another battle 
of faith vs. works – Paul 
vs. James. But nothing is 
further from the truth. It is 

in discovering and sharing the beautiful character 
of God that we are changed.

One of the individuals telling their story in the 
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IN SHORT...

What's been going on around 
the conference over the last few 
weeks? Quite a bit! Take a look 
at these glimpses into church life.
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VOLUNTEERING FOR GOD

God wants volunteers? 
What kind, you ask? Read on. 
We think you'll be surprised.
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L By Al Reimche

“You can’t give up 
something you have, 

for someone or something 
you don’t really know 

or understand.”

NOTE WORTHY NEWS

Keep up-to-date on what's 
been happening with news bites 
from around the Northwest and 
around the world. 
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EVENTS & ANNOUNCEMENTS

Transitions, announcements, 
and events. The things that 
don't take much room to tell, 
but you don't want to miss.
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video we shared at the APC stated that, 
“You can’t give up something you have 
for someone or something you don’t really 
know or understand.” And that is so true. 
It is not within God’s plan for us to give 
something up without knowing Someone 
better. Until we are able to grasp the deep 
love God has for us, we are unable to deal 
with the temptations and effects of sin in 
our lives. As Paul says in Romans 2:4, “…
the goodness of God leads to repentance.”

Our world is dying for lack of a true picture 
of God. A picture that says, “I love you! 
I love you! I love you! You are My child. 
You have value to Me! I accept you just 
as you are, but I cannot leave you there!” 
Sadly, this beautiful picture can even be dis-
torted inside our churches.

Personally, I came away from each of the 
discussions with renewed love for a God 
who willingly reaches into our sin-black-
ened world, calls sinners His children, and 
then offers all the grace and love and dis-
cipling necessary for them to spend forever 
with Him.

By the way, the video we showed the pas-
tors is something every church needs to see. 
Though it will not be available until this fall, 
your pastor is looking forward to an oppor-
tunity of sharing this with you. I believe the 
discussion that follows will be the beginning 
of a life-changer for you, your church, and 
your community.

LOVE & GRACE
co n t i n u e d f ro m pa g e  1 In Matthew 25, Jesus challenges us to think about 

how we treat other people, especially those who are 
in prison, hungry, naked, sick, and lonely. When issu-
ing this challenge, He told the parable of the sheep 
and the goats, emphasizing that how we treat others 
will be the key deciding point in the judgment.

He’s planning, it seems, on a heavenly population of 
volunteers – people who feed the hungry, clothe the 
homeless, and otherwise pour the hurting and helpless 
full of God’s Love. He’s looking for followers who 
love as He loves – fully and without expectations.

I found numerous volunteers who might fill that role a 
couple weeks ago while I was visiting PACS (Port-
land Adventist Community Services). PACS has 
more than 70 volunteers, and each one has a story 
of how Christ is leading them to a life driven by His 
love. Here are just three of those volunteers....

Larry – Fourteen years in a truck
Larry's been a volunteer for Portland Adventist Com-
munity Services for 14 years. He gets up every morn-
ing at 5:00, boards the MAX, and then walks the 
last few blocks to PACS. His job is to ride in the 
truck that travels around the city to Trader Joe's, Tar-
get, Walmart, and other local businesses that support 
PACS. They say that even the trucks feel lonely when 
Larry's not along.

"Once I wore a size 67 coat," Larry says, "but then 
I chose to follow my doc's advice, change my diet, 
exercise on my bicycle, and volunteer to help oth-
ers. Now I'm healthy and happy! The people here at 
PACS? I really like them. They’re my family!"

Marie – 100 years old last month
Many things about Marie make her special, but on 
Monday, March 21, the volunteers of PACS joined 
her in celebrating her 100th birthday.

Two days a week Marie drives from her home in Boring 
and spends four or more hours behind a table piled high 
with clothes. Her job is to price the donated garments. 
This month she celebrates another landmark moment, 
completing 4,500 hours as a happy PACS volunteer.

“This is the best part of my life,” Marie says with her 
hundred-year smile.

Robin – from law enforcement to love
"I love every minute of Volunteering at PACS. The 
other volunteers are wonderful people to work be-
side, and each of them has become a special friend. I 
worked in law enforcement for 37 years, and didn’t 
do a lot of 'giving'.” Now, everyday when I come in, 
I know that I’m helping many other people. I don’t 
know who they are, and that doesn’t really matter. I'm 
just giving back every day! And lovin’ it!"

Photos & Story by Dick Duerksen

forGodVolunteering



In Short
A pictorial recap of 
some of the events 
of the last month.

Are you planning to 
attend a church or 
conference event 
this month? 

Send us a photo 
with a caption and 
it might just end up 
in the eCommuniqué! 
Email your favorite 
shot and caption to: 
krissy.barber@
oc.npuc.org.

     

The Dalles Adventist Church is building a new
   church. The groundbreaking ceremony took  place   
  Sunday, April 3 with the beautiful view they willhave looking down over the valley in the     background. From the new church location you can see from The Dalles Dam, down the           Columbia River, and southwest to Mt. Hood. They will be a beacon on the hill.

Gary McLain

Looking for a job that has 
a Christ-centered mission?

Join TRMC!
To apply visit: www.TillamookRegionalMC.org/careers

To inquire: TRMCcareers@ah.org

Prison ministry volunteers from around the 

Northwest gathered in Gladstone, Ore. the 

first weekend in April for the Northwest Prison 

Ministries Convention. These volunteers regularly 

visit prisons to lead worship services and conduct 

Bible studies. They also work to develop 

reintegration plans for helping prisoners 

transition back into society after release. 

DaviD Henry

Oregon young adults relaxed at Camp Magruder, and got to know their new ministry leader, April 8-10 at the Spring Young Adult Retreat. Keynote speaker for the weekend, Benjamin Lundquist, will be taking on the job of young adult ministries direc-tor in Oregon this May. Between hiking adventures, time with God on the beach, and an invigorating game of ultimate frisbee, Lundquist challenged his new friends to find their true identity in Christ. Fill-ing this new role will be a challenge Lundquist will enjoy. In the words of conference youth director, Les Zollbrecht: “It will allow us to focus on young adult ministries like we never have before.”

BenjaMin LunDquist

Journey Adventist Church in Kelso-Longview, Wash., 

put on a new Journey to The Cross event 

for the Easter holiday in their chu
rch sanctuary.

 

The dramatic presentation told the story of Jesus’

life from the perspective of Nicodemus and 

Joseph of Arimathea using co
stuming, sets, and

 props.

Journey Church strives 
for a culture th

at includes 

passion for God, acceptance of all people, 

care for each other, and a passion for Scripture.

Gary McLain



NOTE WORTHY...
ucc expanDs roLe For coMMissioneD Ministers
The Upper Columbia Conference (UCC) executive committee voted on March 
29, to clarify the role of commissioned ministers serving within the UCC ter-
ritory. The new policy authorizes commissioned ministers to perform the same 
functions as ordained ministers within the UCC territory. Read more from Upper 
Columbia Conference at http://bit.ly/1qWxce1.

WaLLa WaLLa university stuDents take top FiLM aWarDs
Walla Walla University (WWU) students took top awards for a second year in 
a row at SONscreen Film Festival 2016 held March 31-April 2 in Chantilly, 
Va. Grant Perdew won Best in Festival for his film The Exquisite Outdoors. 
Erik Edstrom won Best Cinematography for that same film. Read more at 
http://bit.ly/1W0TJBr.

ucc DeDicates traiL in Honor oF jay sLoop
The Upper Columbia Conference (UCC) dedicated the trail at their office in 
honor of the former health ministries director, Jay Sloop. The Jay Sloop Trail 
dedication honored Sloop's tireless work in health education. The dedication 
ended with a one mile walk on the trail around the office. Read more and see 
photos shared by GleanerNow at http://bit.ly/1V5cuoo.

De Leon to LeaD npuc Hispanic Ministries anD evanGeLisM
César De León will begin a new role in June as the North Pacific Union Conference 
(NPUC) vice president for Hispanic ministries and director of ministerial and evan-
gelism efforts. De León will be coming to the NPUC from the Central California 
Conference headquarters in Clovis, Calif., where he has directed the ministerial and 
evangelism departments for that region since 2011. Read more from GleanerNow 
at http://bit.ly/23J4wmi.

nortHWest transitions
Jon Corder, North Pacific Union Conference (NPUC) Association treasurer, 
has accepted a new role at the Lake Union Conference based in Berrien Springs, 
Mich., beginning in May. There he will fulfill similar responsibilities to his current 
role at the NPUC, with a focus on trust services and revolving fund assets. 

Wendy Eberhardt, Upper Columbia Conference (UCC) youth director, has ac-
cepted a position with the Arizona Conference, based in Scottsdale, Arizona. 
She will finalize her transition plans in the coming weeks. 

Dan Nicola, current Portland Adventist Academy (PAA) principal, will be 
transitioning to the Oregon Conference education department as associate su-
perintendent of education. In his new position, Nicola will represent secondary 
schools across the conference. Nicola plans to make the transition at the end of 
this school year.

GLoBaL youtH Day Breaks recorDs
Young people took ownership of their faith as they shared Jesus in new ways 
during Global Youth Day (GYD) 2016. GYD started in 2013 with a hope of 
setting aside a single Sabbath every year for Adventist young people to engage 
in community outreach and spread the gospel. This year's event had the greatest 
impressions online, even trending in some countries. Read more from the Adventist 
Review at http://bit.ly/1NbuScw.

arM veteran tiM nortHrup naMeD as neW arM presiDent, ceo
The Board of Adventist Risk Management, Inc. (ARM) has named Tim Northrop 
as the new president, CEO for the company and its affiliated Gencon Insurance 
companies. Northrop has extensive knowledge in insurance after serving in multiple 
positions within ARM, most recently as senior vice president. He replaces Bob 
Kyte who retires May 31 to pursue other business opportunities in Idaho. Read 
more from Adventist Risk at http://bit.ly/1SdmEjf.

prayer support For troy FitzGeraLD
Join the prayer support team for Troy Fitzgerald, Walla Walla University Church 
pastor for youth and young adults, who suffered a stroke April 6 while conduct-
ing a week of prayer at Monterey Bay Academy. He is currently undergoing 
treatment and will soon be moved to a rehabilitation facility. For updated infor-
mation, visit the Prayers for Troy Facebook page and add your prayer support for 
Troy and his family at http://bit.ly/1TTnEeJ.

Derek Morris naMeD presiDent oF Hope cHanneL
Derek Morris has been named president of Hope Channel Inc., the global Christian 
television network of the Seventh-day Adventist Church. Morris, who currently 
serves as editor of Ministry magazine, will now oversee the operations of the Hope 
Channel network of 43 affiliate channels. Morris steps into his new role with an 
already established relationship with Hope Channel. For over six years he has been 
the host of Hope Channel’s most watched program, Hope Sabbath School—a 
weekly, interactive Bible study program. Morris holds a DMin in preaching from 
Gordon-Conwell Theological Seminary, Charlotte, North Carolina and another 
DMin in practical theology from Andrews University, Berrien Springs, Michigan. 
As president, Morris will work with the Hope Channel board of directors to create 
and implement a strategy that effectively shares with the world God’s good news 
for a better life today and for eternity.

GayLe tucker, FaitH For toDay associate speaker passes aWay
Gayle Tucker, co-host of Lifestyle Magazine, passed away peacefully at home on 
April 10 after a struggle with pancreatic cancer. Gayle joined Faith For Today in 
2004 and worked with her husband, Pastor Mike Tucker, to connect the ministry to 
local congregations through innovative programming and live seminars. In 2007, she 
began co-hosting Lifestyle Magazine, and in 2009 she joined the Faith for Today 
television team full-time as associate speaker for the ministry. Gayle’s background in 
elementary education was influential in making family relationships an emphasis in her 
ministry. Gayle and Mike have traveled North America as co-presenters for From This 
Day Forward and Love For A Lifetime marriage conferences, and co-created Mad 
About Marriage, a seminar project that includes a television series, marriage seminars, 
and small group curriculums. Services wer held on April 16 at the Arlington Adven-
tist Church in Arlington, Texas.
 
In lieu of flowers the family requests that donations be made to:
Faith For Today — http://www.faithfortoday.tv
Children’s Ministries Dallas First SDA Church — http://www.dallasfirstchurch.org
Children’s Ministries Arlington SDA Church — http://www.arlingtonadventist.com
 
The family, deeply appreciative of prayers during this difficult time, asks for cards and 
all other correspondence be sent to:
 
Faith For Today
PO Box 7729
Riverside, CA  92513

For additional news visit http://www.oregonconference.org/news_entries.



Transitions
Scott LeMert (Dorothy) has taken on the role of 
interim pastor for the Roseburg congregation.

Edwin Vargas (Lisanette) was ordained into pastoral 
ministry at ReMix company on March 12. He will 
continue to pastor the ReMix congregation.

SUN BATHING STAR
By Ivalee Clark

CAPTURING GOD'S HANDIWORK... 
Share your photos that capture our amazing world for inclusion in an upcoming issue of the eCommuniqué! 
Email your photos to krissy.barber@oc.npuc.org. All photos are subject to approval before publishing. Digital high quality (200 dpi or higher), please.

The Oregon Conference has two full-time 
and one part-time employment openings 
currently. Job descriptions and application 
information can be found on our website at 
http://bit.ly/1kIioVq. 



Events
SUNNYSIDE SPIRITUAL STAYCATION

When: April 22-24, 2016
Location: Sunnyside Adventist Church
A “Sunnyside Spiritual Staycation” for both men and 
women featuring inspirational speakers from the Oregon 
Conference Women’s Retreat and Women of Faith is 
coming on Friday, Saturday, and Sunday, April 22-
24, to Sunnyside Adventist Church, sponsored by 
Women’s Ministries. It begins Friday 7:00 pm-9:00 
pm, continues Sabbath 1:00 pm-7:00 pm with lunch 
and snacks provided, and Sunday 9:30 am-2:00 pm 
with a brunch potluck. Everyone is welcome. Come, 
enrich your spiritual journey and experience God’s 
blessings. Sunnyside Adventist Church is located at 
10501 SE Market Street in Portland, Ore. Ques-
tions? Call 503-252-8080.

SEEING JESUS THROUGH MUSLIM EYES

When: April 30, 2:00 pm
Location: Hoodview Adventist Church
Join us for Seeing Jesus Through Muslim Eyes at the 
Hood View Adventist Church on April 30 at 2:00 
pm. Seeing Jesus Through Muslim Eyes is a presenta-
tion by A Sure Harvest Ministries – one of the very 
few Adventist ministries that are sharing the gospel 
with muslisms around the world. You are invited to a 
seminar that will equip you for reaching out to Muslims, 
helping to fulfill the gospel commission. Pastor Gerald 
Babanezhad, coordinator of Muslim outreach at the Pa-
cific Union Conference, will share the historical setting 
and perspective of Islam, the role of Adventist church 
in sharing the Three Angels' Messages with Muslims, 
Muslims's understanding of Seventh-day Adventists, 
testimonies, and much more, followed by Q&A time.

IMPACT YOUR HEALTH PORTLAND 2016

When: August 26-28, 2016
Location: Portland Adventist Academy
Get ready for Impact Your Health Portland 2016 
happening this August! This free medical, dental, and 
vision clinic weekend will happen August 26-28 at 
the Portland Adventist Academy gym, located at 
1500 SE 96th Ave in Portland, Ore. Needed volun-
teers include physcians, nurses, physical & occupational 
therapists, social workers, mental health counselors, op-
tometrists, ophthalmologists, dentists, dental assistants, 
hygienists, translators, greeters, registrars, barbers/hair 
stylists, massage therapists, food coordinators, security, 
and prayer warriors. Volunteer for this event by visiting 
www.AmenSDA.org/mission/info/Portland-OR. Con-
tact Jenny Jin at jenny@JinFamily.com or Carl Parker 
at PeopleMinistries@gmail.com or 971-803-2337. 
This special event is being sponsored by Adventist 
Medical Evangelism Network (AMEN).

SPECIAL PRESENTATION AT CASTLE ROCK

When: April 29-30, 2016
Location: Castle Rock Adventist Church
"Sacred Time Unremembered" featuring Daniel Knauft 
is coming to the Castle Rock Adventist Church, 
April 29-30. A special weekend presentation on 
the Sabbath that will be of greatest interest to you! 
The schedule includes Friday, April 29 at 7:00 pm, 
Sabbath, April 30 at 11:00 am, fellowship lunch 
around 12:30 pm, and a Sabbath afternoon program 
at 2:00 pm. We invite you to bring yourself and a 
friend, mark your calendar now, and plan on attend-
ing this special weekend event! For questions contact 
Wanda at 360-967-2165.

BETTER LIFE BROADCASTING CAMP MEETING

When: June 10-11, 2016
Location: Milo Adventist Academy
You're invited to attend the Better Life Broadcasting 
Camp Meeting, June 10th and 11th at Milo Adven-
tist Academy in Days Creek, Ore. The keynote speak-
er will be Pastor Stephen Bohr. Our musical guests this 
year will be 4 His Glory. Registration begins April 
18th. For more information visit www.BetterLifeTV.tv 
or simply call 541-474-3089.

HANDS-ON GARDENING WORKSHOP

When: May 15, 10:00 am-4:00 pm
Location: Adventist Community Church of Vancouver
Save Sunday, May, 15 from 10:00 am-4:00 pm, at 
Vancouver Adventist Church for a hands-on garden-
ing workshop! Learn from Lynn Hoag of SunCoun-
tryGardens.com how to grow even better than the best 
organic, healthy, tasty fruits and veggies, using EGW 
methods! We will plant a fruit tree and get our hands 
dirty planting in the garden. Bring your lunch, garden 
rake, and shovel. See www.suncountrygardens.com for 
more details! Cost is $25 per person/couple. Free 
to previous attendees. Contact Marilyn Puccinelli 
at Marilyn.Puccinelli@gmail.com or call 360-609-
1461 to register. The Adventist Community Church 
of Vancouver is located at 9711 NE St. Johns Road 
in Vancouver, Wash.

All links are clickable here and elsewhere in the eCommuniqué.

   
SUNSET CALENDAR

 Apr 2               Apr 9              Apr 16              Apr 23              May 30               May 7
Bend
Eugene
Hood River
Longview
Medford
Newport
Portland

7:33 PM
7:40 PM
7:35 PM
7:41 PM
7:38 PM
7:44 PM
7:40 PM

7:41 PM
7:49 PM
7:44 PM
7:50 PM
7:46 PM
7:53 PM
7:49 PM

7:50 PM
7:57 PM
7:53 PM
8:00 PM
7:54 PM
8:02 PM
7:58 PM

7:58 PM
8:06 PM
8:02 PM
8:09 PM
8:01 PM
8:10 PM
8:07 PM

8:07 PM
8:14 PM
8:11 PM
8:18 PM
8:09 PM
8:19 PM
8:16 PM

8:15 PM
8:22 PM
8:20 PM
8:27 PM
8:17 PM
8:28 PM
8:24 PM
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For more announcement 
& event information, visit 
http://bit.ly/1eN3VpV.

This page is updated 
each week.


