CYBERSECURITY TIPS
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Businesses of all sizes are under the constant threat of a security
incident. Cybercriminals are making a business out of attacking
small and medium sized businesses on a daily basis. In order to
close the door on these attackers every company should take a
proactive look at their security processes to avoid the frustration
of reacting to a cybersecurity incident.

Below are a number of simple tips to help keep you ahead of
these cyberattackers:

Tip 1: Add Several Layers of Protection

e Consider implementing multi-factor
authentication tools that require all users
accessing company information to receive a
notification, call, or text to log in.

e Add 24/7 network and device monitoring tools
e Encryptall hard drives

o Utilize firewalls, VPN and antivius technology
together

Tip 2: Backup All Data

At a minimum all valuable company data should be
backed up and stored off-site or utilizing a cloud
provider. Test restores of data should performed
routinely to ensure the backups are usable.
Recovering from an incident requires usable backups.

Tip 3: Train & Test Employees

Employees are under constant threat from attacks
and are the biggest target of cybercriminals.
Implementing a training program that is updated
routinely for trends in cyberattacks is simple. Testing
employees provides reenforcement of what to look
for in an attack and will provide them with the
knowledge of how to respond and report issues.

Tip 4: Conduct a Risk Assessment & Scan the Network

Knowing the critical areas of weakness in the network
and the impact they can have on business operations
will allow you to develop a game plan of how to
address the most urgent needs.
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Tip 5: Have a Proper Business Continuity Plan

Creating a well documented continuity plan along with
business continuity tools will allow for near instant
recovery from attacks and take the guess work out of
how to respond. Creating a replicated network off-site
will allow the business to get applications and data
online quickly and get the business back to revenue
generation seamlessly.

Tip 6: Update Software & Hardware Frequently

Cybercriminals routinely exploit software and
hardware vulnerabilities. Not being current with
patching and updates will leave your business
vulnerable. Most updates and patches can be
automated to ensure your business is up to date.

Tip 7: Limit Access to Devices & Applications

Any access point represents a threat to your business.
Access should be limited to only the devices and
applications that each employee needs to perform
their specific job. Administrative privileges should be
restricted to a small number of trusted staff and
credentials should never be shared.

Tip 8: Add a Security Professional

The security landscape is changing so rapidly you
need to have an individual within the business or
select a service provider dedicated to the business
to stay ahead of attackers.
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