
Richard Murphy Hospice Foundation 
Est. February 4, 1982

Newsletter –  February, 2023

Dear Friends and family of the Richard Murphy Hospice Foundation: 
 
We cannot believe that the 2022 RMHF Gala has come and gone.  This year’s gala was 
such a huge success.  Ryan Barker and his amazing staff at Chappapeela Sports Park 
were so hospitable and accommodating to our every need.  They helped along with our 
amazing decorating committee transform the gym into a place of glitz and glam. 
 
For the past fifteen years, the Richard Murphy Hospice House has served over 1,183  
terminally ill residents and their families at absolutely no charge.  The House can do this 
through all the efforts of our supporters of the gala:  this year’s Gala chairman, Melissa 
Dufreche, our wonderful Gala Board, volunteer workers, leadership, Our sponsorships, 
ticket sales, donations, donated auction items, and prayers!  The Gala would not be  
possible without our generous community.  
 
The loss of a loved one is so difficult, and our goal is to alleviate some of this burden, 
provide comfort and a beautiful home to the residents and their families.  No financial 
burden, 24-hour caregivers, peace and comfort.  Thank you to our community that has 
made the operations of the house possible.  It is and honor and extremely heartfelt to care 
for those facing the end of life, and we appreciate the trust and confidence that families 
have given to the Richard Murphy Hospice House and our dedicated staff.     
 
There are so many kindhearted people that assist us in our day to day operations.  A spe-
cial thanks to our regular volunteers, lawn care, cooks, professional services, our Board 
of trustees, Gala Board, our Hospice House Staff, and many more.  Thank you to all our 
supporters who deliver household products and meals to the Hospice House.  They are 
greatly appreciated and needed by the grieving families.   
  
Don’t forget to mark your calendar for next year’s gala on September 16, 2023.  The 

venue will be at the Chappapeela Sports Park in Hammond.  Thank you again to everyone for making this another 
successful gala while raising money for such a wonderful cause. 
 
Love and thank you,  
Jodee M. Hoover, Executive Director  
Donna Olivia, RN, Hospice House Administrator

Donna Olivia

Jodee M. Hoover
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Richard Murphy Hospice Foundation 
Jodee McWilliams Hoover Executive Director • Donna Olivia, RN Hospice House Director

2022 Gala Volunteers
• Kim Accardo 
• Carla Alack 
• Tweety Bachemin 
• Ashley Barado 
• Brent Barrios 
• Patricck Billings 
• Rickie Bracato 
• Melinda Broussard 
• Brandi Cambre 
• Samantha Clouatre 
• Tommy Cooper 
• Kirstin Drozd 
• Sarah Drude 
• Hazel Enmon 
• Brooke Gasaway 
• Dayne Gill 
• Kathy Guay 
• Windy Haist 
• Annie Hidalgo 
• Fay Ivanyisky 
• Lily Inman 
• Nagie James 
• Morgan Kavanaugh 
• Marilyn Kennedy 
• Jackie Konoczol 
• Hailey Laine 
• Katie Lopez 
• P. J. Lowentritt 
• Tysha Martin 
• Jamie McCall 
• Kaleigh McKean 

• Amelia McKinney 
• Annette McWaters 
• Kathy Newton 
• Mallory Olivia 
• Alexis Olsen 
• Dawn Panepinto 
• Amanda Pittman 
• Cassie Qualls 
• Phillip Qualls 
• Julie Ribando 
• Faith Richard 
• Kirk Richard 
• Victoria Riley 
• Regina Robinson 
• Heather Short 
• Jessica Smith 
• Nicole D. Trentacosta 
• Brady Warren 
• Lacy Weedman 
• Tim Wyble 
 
Students  
Northshore Tech 
• Taylor Blau 
• Elise Booth 
• Yazmin Brumfield 
• London Calkins 
• Anna Maldonado 
• Gniyia Morgan 
• Alecia Preston 
• Jyllian Waguespack 

• Amanda Watson 
• Selena White 
• Savannah Woods 
• Phillip Gawel 
• Duane Preston 
• William Bridges 
• Ansley Walls 
• Jasmine Purvis 
• Emilie Gentry 
• Kristyn Creppel 
• Kristen Polk 
• Allie Schmidt 
• Haley Stevens 
• Caitlyn Fugere 
• Tomiya Bailey 
• Kalie Buffinet 
• Krystal Burches 
• Michell Cain 
• Destiney Gordon 
• Lauren Hosch 
• Robinette Jackson 
• Tyler Magee 
• Reshara Moore 
• Austin Olivier 
• Mia Pohlmann 
• Shelby Spears 
• Cloey Hammond 
• Brielle Henderson 
• Heather Stortz 
 
 

SELU Comm Class 
• Richard Ballard 
• Alexander Barclay 
• Kayla Caldwell 
• Keri Clement 
• Simiah Dorsey 
• Averie Duhe 
• Jessie Freeland 
• Stephanie Gabrie 
• Laken Goldsby 
• Morgan Guidry 
• Brock Hardesty 
• Baleigh Hollowell 
• Jada Jackson 
• Alissa Kellis 
• Katherine Lavaty 
• Bryanna Laviolette 
• Joshua Law 
• Zoe Lee 
• Victoria Mordica 
• Scott Oalmann 
• Karley Parr 
• Caitlynne Quigg 
• Rebecca Ray 
• Eric Schoest 
• Jean Paul Emplet 
• Michala Torres 
• Kedric Welsh 
• Kaylor Yates 
• Christopher Zimmerman

2022 Gala Chairs
• Chair: Melissa Dufreche 
• Live Auction: Jodee Hoover 
• Silent Auction: Destin Sims and Brandi Harris 
• Decorations: Beth Richard and Karol McKean 
• Restaurants: Amber Puma and Brandi Cambre 
• Libations: Kenny Milton and Corey Dufreche 
• Cashier: Amber Graff 

• Photography: Jessica Broom and Phillip Cowart 
• Graphics: Karen Pecoraro and Bailey Haist 
• Social Media: Bailey Barker 
• Transportation: Kenny Milton and Will Buras 
• Student Volunteers: Jenafer Sheridan and 
     Laura Dimattia

Foundation Board of Trustees
• Amber Graff 
• Bob Mora 
• Destin Sims 
• Don Fellows 
• Donna Olivia 
• Donna Miller 

• Fay Bright 
• Jeff Cashe 
• Jessica Smith 
• Jodee McWilliams Hoover 
   (Executive Director) 
• Jody Nunnery 

• John Guerin 
• Patricia Westmoreland 
• Patty Hubert 
• Robbie Van Mullem 
• Sarah Drude 
• Nora Wilson



Car Raffle

Live Auction Donors

• Big Pete’s Portable Buildings 
• Rousell’s Fine Jewelry & Gifts 
• Johnny Pecoraro Hammond Florist 
• Tweety Bachein Tweet Art 
• Disco Warehouse  
• AP Marullo 

• Dr. Maldonado 
• Public Servants Dinner 
• Ryan Barker 
• New Orleans Saints 
• Blackwells Outdoor

2022 Winner:  Robert Helms

Sponsored by:

2022 
Venue

2022 
Sentra

1.    Darrell Amar 
2.   Ricky Mannino 
3.   Floyd Talley 
4.   Michael Cannizaro 
5.    Bob Mora 
6.   Regina Murphy 
7.    Richard Mize 
8.   Paul Spalitta 
9.   Mayor Pete Panepinto 

10.  Mary Ellen Brister 
11.  Robert Helms 
12.  Susan Melancon 
13.  Wendall Anthony 
14.  Karol McKean 
15.  Marie Dunlap 
16.  Dr. Arvind Yertha 
17.  Richard Mize 
18.  Patricia Westmoreland 

19.  Chelsi Rodi 
20. Scott’s Pharmacy 
21.  Mary Ellen Brister 
22. Karol McKean 
23. Anthony’s Tree Service 
24. Gayle Berne 
25.  Brian Shirey

TICKET HOLDERS



Photographs by:  Jessica Broom



Restaurants & Bars

Photographs by:  Jessica Broom



Special Services & In-Kind Sponsors

• Anderson Ray Memorial Fund 
• Corey & Melissa Dufreche, Kody Walker 
• Floyds Family Pharmacy 
• Gulf Coast Bank & Trust/ Gulf Coast Business 

• Harry McKneely & Son Funeral Home 
   and Crematory 
• Helmerich & Payne 
• Reeves True Value Hardware

RUBY – $2,500

DIAMOND – $5,000 

• Allstate Insurance: Colby McCurdy 
• Barriere Construction 
• Chief Jimmy Travis for Sheriff 
• Cretin Townsend Homes 
• Fay Bright 
• First Guaranty Bank 
• Fisher Manufacturing Services, LLC 
• Gerald Sticker for Sheriff 2023 
• Guerin Agency, Inc 

• Heath Martin for Tangipahoa Sheriff 
• In Memory of Jane Lauderdale;  
   Kalli Peterman 
• Jani-King 
• Kiwanis Club – Ponchatoula 
• La Carreta – Downtown Ponchatoula 
• Louisiana Dental Center 
• Modern Home and Hospice 
• Monistere Roofing, LLC 

• Nick’s Heating and Air 
• Noland Stewart Salon 
• Pedelahore & Co., LLP 
• On The Run 
• Republic Finance 
• Tangi River Crew 
• True Title 
• Yellow Van Farms 

SAPPHIRE – $750
• Cashe, Coudrain, and Bass 
• Chris Gideon for Sheriff  
• Coastal Process, LLC 
• Dr. Bill Wheat, State Representative  
  for Senate 
• Guy Recotta 
• Happy Hands Therapy Services 

• In Memory of Seraphine DiCarlo Cannizaro 
• Interim Hospice 
• Jim’s Paint and Body Shop 
• Mary Bird Perkins Cancer Center 
• Maureen Terese 
• McKneely Funeral Home  
  Amite/Kentwood 

• NextEra Energy Resources 
• The First Bank 
• Tom Ballantine Photography 
• Zen-Noh Grain Corporation  
• Warene Sheridan 

EMERALD – $1,750
• American Bank and Trust 
• Brad Cascio, Attorney at Law 
• Brandon G. Thompson Funeral Home 
• Dr. Wesley Cook 
• Edward Jones: Shaun D. McArthur 
• Exnicios Group/ John Exnicios 
• Hancock Whitney Bank 
• Heart Clinic: Dr. Ghiatf Mikdadi 
• Home Key Mortgage 
• Hospice of Baton Rouge 

• In Loving Memory of Champ Vinet 
• In Memory of Tony Anrone 
• Interstate Guns 
• The Julian Dufreche Family  
• Kay-Ray Construction, LLC 
• Knot Just Hair Salon and Spa 
• MacKinnon Construction  
• Marty’s Lock and Security Co Inc.  
• North Oaks Health System 
 

• Realty Executives Florida Parishes 
• Stirling Properties 
• Passages Pallative Care and Hospice 
• The Redheaded Method, Elle Eva  
  Boutique, The Roger Kitchens  
  Memorial Foundation, Big’s Golf Club 
• Russell and Mona Pellichino 
  and Joey Mayeaux 
• Villamonte, LLC

BLACK TIE
• Coop Deville 
• Drake Williams Law Firm  
• Entergy 
• Hammond Backyard BBQ 

• Judge and Mrs. Jimmy Kuhn 
• Parish President, Robby and Donna Miller 
• Ross Downing Chevrolet



• Anntoine Marketing and Design 

• Art + Soul Revived 

• Big Frog Custom T’s  

• The Brown Door 

• Buff City Soaps 

• Candace’s Cake Balls 

• Cena – Hammond 

• Chappapeela Sports Park 

• Commodores Pizza 

• Crescent Bar 

• Dave Harvey 

• Dr. Carlos Doolittle 

• Douglas Kent Jewelers 

• Hammond High Magnet Ib Students 

• Hammond Police Department 

• Interstate Golf Carts 

• Jessica Broom Photography 

• Karen Pecoraro  

• Kajun 107.1 

• Kenny’s White Glove Cleaning 

• Lamar Advertising 

• M&R Resources 

• Marty’s Lock and Alarm 

• Nick’s Heating and Air* 

• Nortec – Hammond 

• Northshore Broadcasting 

• Northshore Community Foundation 

• Northshore Technical College  

• Obsession/ Tailored/ Twirl 

• One Stop Party Rental 

• PJ’s Coffee – Thomas St., Hammond 

• Pedigo Furniture and Home  
    Décor/ JM Gate Operators 

• Phillip Colwart Photography 

• Piggly Wiggly 

• Rockstar Enterprises 

• RAM Computers 

• Romano Promo 

• The Royale Oak 

• Southern Magnolia Landscaping 

• Sazerac 

• S&W Wholesale Foods 

• Sign Gypsies – Hammond 

• Smith Properties 

• Southeastern Louisiana University 

• St. Margaret’s Guild 

• Subway – Ponchatoula 

• Tangi 96.5 

• Tangipahoa Parish Chamber 

• Tangipahoa Parish Sheriff’s Department 

• University Donuts 

• Walk-On's Sports Bistreaux Hammond 

• Watchdog Security 

• William Wainwright 

• Xpress Printing 

• Xpressions Salon and Boutique 

• Your Ride, Our Driver

Special Services & In-Kind Sponsors

RESTAURANTS 

• Bantaa's Catering 

• Brown's Cake Shop 

• Candlestick Bakery 

• Cate Street 

• Cena – Hammond 

• Coop DeVille 

• Doughlicious Donuts 

• Hammond High Prostart 

• Jacmel Inn 

• La Carreta – Downtown Ponchatoula  

• Lee's Drive-In 

• Mariner's Inn 

• Mr. Mules Kitchen 

• Murphy's Seafood 

• Northshore Technical Community  
  College - Culinary Arts 

• One Thirteen 

• Our Mom's Restaurant & Bar 

• PJ's Coffee by the Mall &  
  The Caffeinated Realtor 

• Salty Joe's 

• Sarita's Grill and Cantina 

• Shack's Restaurant 

• The Boston Restaurant 

• The Cakery 

• The Depeaux 

• The Real Deal - An American Kitchen 

• The Rind Cheese Shop and Catering 

• Tope Lá 

• Toula Berry Sweets & Berry Fun Farm 

• Trey Yuen 

 

 

BARS 

• The Crescent Bar 

• The Brown Door

Participating Restaurants & Bars



The Richard Murphy Hospice Foundation 
Jodee McWilliams Hoover, Executive Director 

Donna Olivia, RN, House Administrator

Board Of Trustees 
Sarah Drude, Chairman 

Destin Sims, Vice-Chairman 
Bob Mora,  Treasurer

Fay Bright 
Jeff Cashe 

Don Fellows 
Amber Graff 

John Guerin 
Patty Hubert 
Donna Miller 

Robbie Van Mullem 

Jody Nunnery 
Jessica Smith 

Patricia Westmoreland 
Nora Wilson

Hammond Smokin’ BBQ 
March 24 & 25, 2023 

Benefitting Nonprofits

Foundation - (985) 507-2629 

Hospice House 
1109 S. Chestnut St. Hammond, LA 

(985) 340-0860

Visit richardmurphyhospice.com for more information / @rmhfgala

Richard Murphy Hospice Foundation Presents

Welcome to

Saturday, Sept. 16, 2023 
7:00 p.m. to 12:00 a.m. 
Chappapeela Sports Park • Hammond

Broadway and Beyond!

 New York- New York-


