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JﬂSé P aulo dOS Santos (Collaborator for interior: Cristina Guedes)

Loios Convent = Renovation and Addition as a Hotel
Arraiolos, Poriugal  19093-1900
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The Laios Convent in Arraiolos—southern Portugal — has through
time accommuodated similar rtuals for different functions, being
simultaneously a place to be looked ino and out of.

Slightly disguised harmonies, thythms withoutl a recognisable
sequence, faded symmetries, functional elarity in labyrinthic
disguise, the various whites, all give the tone 1o the convent.

The reorganization of the different funetional spaces of the conven
aceompanies what would be its natural expansion through time: The
loweer Hoor—almost all dug into the earth— houses the serviee areas
with the exception of a room 1o be used for conferencies and other
purposes. The main floor houses the public areas organized around
the suceession of exterior spaces made up by the cloisters, patio and
esplanade. The upper floor houses the bedrooms, of which some are
in the old pan with the remainder being in the new wing,

The convent remains in its buill essence very poor. Sluecoes are
redone and vsed throughout, Store—green xisto and granite—
covers most floors. Wood —oak —is used in the Hooring of bedrooms
and upstairs corridor of the new wing, Local marble from disused
quarries makes up the revetment of bedoom bathmooms, Fumiture—
vak and chemy wood—and other appliances. have been done 1o
measure and for this purpose.

Now, like before, without altering the protagonism ol the existing
structure—keeping intact all its spatial qualities—the addition of a
new wing enclosing the eastern patio acknowledges not only the
implicit formal autonomy of the existing but also the development of
its own rules.

Rules that keep in line with the character of the materials, avstene
bt simultaneously rich in iconography and forms,

An attempt was made 1o value forms of building that are still
available in this country, being simullancously spontancous,
generous and—in this case—with the relased rigour provided by
the sunny planes of the south,

So that il the project has something o say, it should *step forward
and be silent.”
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