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Bar in Vila Nova de Gaia

Architects:

Meros & Mais, Porto

Cristina Guedes, Francisco Vigira

de Campos

Team:

Antonio Ferreira, Luls Campos

Structural engineers:

Alipio Guedes, Mata Fraitas,

Miguel Guimardes, Alexandra Feliz, Porto
Others invalved in the project: see page 109

@ video: www.detail.deplus
Sz e diatail dedplus_english

“Ar de Rio” is the newest of a number of bar
pavilions situated along the banks of the
Doura with a view towards the historic city
centre of Porto. Every couple of years, thea
architects design a new addition fo the en-
semble. Named “Bares de Gaia®, the sat of
bar pavilions comprise compact steel struc
tures with emphasis on standardization, mo-
bility, simplicity, and efficiency. All pavilions
follow the basic principle of minimal use of
design elements and simple maans of con-
struction. This led to an overall standardiza-
tion similar to a building block system com-
prised of modules that can be combinaed
frealy, Transporting the individual eslements
to the site was a central aspect of the de-

sign process. After the first modules began
gervice, the architects developed the sys-
tem further in relation to user wishes. Thay
deslgned an extension module that was in-
tended to increase the kitchen area and
could simply be added on, Eventually, a
new addition for “Ar de Rio™ was requested
—alerrace that could be closed and used

throughout the yvear. This resulted in the de-
valopment of a new kind of pavilion madule,

It= structural system, a longitudinal frame
made of honeycomb-like welded steel pan-
els, spans the length of the module and
capluras the sensational view towards the
river and the city, Only 40 cm strong, it
spans the entira room length of 24 m. The
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honeycomb structure creates a continuous
play of light and shadow In the interior
space, where the precise, regular structure
unfolds its manifold power of expression,
depending on vantage point. Its vivid con-
trast of mass and lightness maintains a visu-
al coherence among all pavilions. The build-
ing envelope is comprised of a continuously
glazed surface. Via sliding rails, the room
height glazing can be opened o the exteri-
ar. Depending on climatic conditions, the
space protects its usars from the weather or
opeans itsell on warm days towards the river
and enriches the overall expression of the
other modules with its interplay of openness
and enclosure,

structural syatem
daformation studies
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& mm aluminium sandwich panal
A0V36/3 mm framing

aluminium profile

1 mm steal sheat matal, galvanized
2l mm thasmal insulation

1 mim slaal sheat metal, galvanized
5VB016 mm steal SHS, galvanized
door leaf

4 mim aluminium sandwich panel

2 mim steal sheat metal, galvanized
&0 mm thermal insulation

2 mim steal sheat metal
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3 mm stainless steal sheat metal,
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4.5 mm nateral rubber floaring

3 mm stainless steal sheat matal
bulkhead panal:

3 mm steel sheet metal,
galvanized
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30530415 min sleel angle, galvanized
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